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Dear Friends,

A

s I write on the first day of October, daytime temps are still
in the high 60s and there is very little autumn color so far.
The Garden is glowing green, and the warmth and our generous rainfall have created an extraordinary scene in the prairie,
with very tall and robust plants towering overhead. The purple
asters are huge and showing no signs of fall fading yet. Curator
Susan Wilkins agrees that we are seeing something extraordinary, and she is tracking the plant communities carefully as
we attempt to understand how the Garden will be affected by
climate change.
One change we want to avoid is having parts of the Garden
become a monoculture, where certain plants take over because
conditions are favorable to them, threatening healthy species
and limiting diversity. So the Friends have helped to fund some
corrective measures to reduce invasives and aggressive woody
plants in the wetland and prairie. In the near future, the Garden
may lose some species and support others as
conditions shift. Perhaps we will have some
“new natives.” It is a challenging time for the
Garden and the Curator, with many unknowns.
I believe the Friends must be ready to support
whatever programs and techniques are deemed
appropriate and protective as we confront this
complicated new era in the life of our unique and
treasured Garden.
On a happier note, I want to share some very
rewarding news regarding the wetland boardwalk. This year, the Minnesota chapter of the
American Society of Landscape Architects
(ASLA) gave the boardwalk its People’s Choice Award. Additionally, the project was a finalist for a 2016 Design Award at
the national ASLA event (one of 30 finalists out of 456 entries).
That jury commended the restraint and simplicity shown in the
boardwalk design, especially in reference to its natural context.
They also remarked on the use of wood milled from local ash
trees, as well as the sensitivity of the preparation and installation
given the vulnerable wetland habitat.
The Cuningham Firm, led by James Robin and David Motzenbecker, is to be congratulated for its excellent work reflected in these
professional kudos. We should also commend Minneapolis Park
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and Recreation Board staff, especially Susan
Wilkins and Andrea Weber, past lead on planning, along with the community and Friends’
Board participants who served on the technical advisory committee. We can be confident in
the success of Phase I, on both utilitarian and
aesthetic grounds.
So, now, it’s time to get moving on the next
phase of the boardwalk project. As you know
if you’ve visited the wetland this season, there
remains a significant area yet to boardwalk
in the low-lying portion of the Garden. Fundraising plans are
taking shape, and I ask that you consult our website (www.friendsofthewildflowergarden.org) over the winter for news of a special
Mother’s Day event, as well as other updates. In 2017, the Garden
will have a 110-year birthday and the Friends will reach 65 years
of service, so those anniversaries will play a role in
our efforts. I welcome your thoughts and suggestions about fundraising, too. Please contact me at
drjpw@earthlink.net or 612-377-3572.
As another season comes to a close, allow me to
thank all of our devoted volunteers, including
those serving as docents in the Martha Crone
Shelter, the wily weed warriors of our FIPAG
teams, and the Legacy Stewards. Later in these
pages, you’ll find photos from our Annual Volunteer Appreciation Event, where we honor the
generous folks who do so much for the Garden.
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I also want to welcome our new volunteer coordinator, Jennifer Dunne, who has been on the job for only
six weeks and is already showing great mastery. Past volunteer
coordinator Lauren Husting is still with us as a volunteer as
she moves on to her doctoral studies at the University of Minnesota School of Music. Thank you, Lauren! Here’s another
example of the truism that “it takes a village,” and here’s to all
of you who help sustain the Garden with your memberships,
donations and volunteering.
Sincerely,
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