
100 Years, 100 Trees: Celebration of a Garden
Kathy Urberg, Master Gardener and Friend of the Garden 

Reflections:

September 29th was a wonderful day for planting trees. 
The ground was moist from September rains and the 
day was overcast - perfect planting weather.

One hundred trees were planted in less than four hours 
by MPRB staff, Friends members and volunteers.

One enthusiastic mother and her teenage daughter had 
such a good time planting their first tree that they went 
on to plant one of each kind of tree available.

In the low lying areas the water table was so high that 
the planting holes were half filled with water. The best 
planting technique there turned out to be filling the hole 
loosely with soil, floating the tree on top, yelling 
Hiii-yaaa, and plunging the tree in to the right depth. 
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Anticipating Spring
Larry Gravitz, Friends Board member

During the long, dark, dreary days of winter, when many
people are busy making New Year’s resolutions, I think about
the reopening and reawakening of The Eloise Butler
Wildflower Garden. I then make, what I call, Spring
Resolutions.

❧ This year I will spend more time in the garden.
I will walk the trails more slowly and be more attentive.
I will not only smell the flowers but also learn about them.
What are their names? What families do they represent
and who are their relatives? What are their growing
requirements? What name did the Native Americans call
them and how did they use the plant?

❧ This year I will learn more about the spring ephemerals.
Which plants are in this category? When is their first
bloom and how long will the flower last? Are they
affected by global warming?

❧ This year I will also participate in more naturalist-led walks.
I will take the early morning bird walk and learn
which birds are residents and which are migrants. I will
sign up for a summer evening stroll and contemplate the
full moon.

❧ And this year I hope to spend more hours as a volunteer
in The Martha Crone Visitor Center.
I am looking forward to greeting guests, answering
questions, giving directions, filling bird feeders and
keeping the fire going on those cool, crisp, nippy
spring mornings.

Will you too make a resolution to come to and/or volunteer
at The Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden during its 101st year?

Frosty Rosehips

Volunteer Report
Anne Godfrey, Volunteer Coordinator

On Sunday evening, November 11th, the Friends’ Board
hosted a Thank-You reception for the volunteers who
contributed to the Garden’s very successful 100th season.
Legacy Stewards, Weed Pullers, Shelter Volunteers, Board
Members and members of the Garden staff gathered at the
studio of the Minneapolis Television Network at Saint
Anthony Main on the riverfront in Minneapolis. We sampled
appetizers from the Aster Café and viewed a screening of the
100th Anniversary DVD. For most of us, it was our first look
at John Akre’s fantastic production which chronicles the
seasons of the Garden through John’s photography and
interviews. I would like to thank John Akre and the staff of
the Minneapolis Television Network for letting us use their
welcoming space and for helping us plan what turned out to
be a very successful celebration.

Susan Wilkins, Gardener and Curator warmly thanked the
Friends for their support of the Garden and distributed 100th

Anniversary mugs as a thank you from the Minneapolis Park
and Recreation Board.

Melissa Hansen added a special touch to the event with an
unusual party favor. Melissa learned to propagate two types
of ferns that are considered threatened in Minnesota. She
brought young Christmas ferns (Polystichum ancrostichoides)
and Marginal Shield Ferns (Dryopteris marginalis) for every
volunteer. The ferns need one more winter indoors before
being transplanted outside. Volunteers took them for their
own yards and many also took some ferns as foster parents.
Those ferns will come back to the Garden in the spring.

The Board of the Friends appreciates the efforts of all the
volunteers during the 2007 season. In a few months, I will
begin calling shelter volunteers to start filling the 2008
schedule. The Garden opens in April. If you or anyone you
know is interested in hearing more about volunteering at the
Garden, please e-mail me, Ann Godfrey, Volunteer
Coordinator at agodfrey4630@msn.com or call 763-374-4547.

It is a wholesome
and necessary
thing for us to turn
again to the earth
and in the
contemplation of
her beauties to
know of wonder
and humility.

Rachel Carson
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11-30-07Hi Joy
It was a very hot September afternoon and the bench looked

so inviting just off the path by the south border of the Garden.
We sat down on the bench in the semi-shade of the nearby
tree and immediately saw its huge body - seemingly suspended
in the air. A closer look revealed a yellow and black Orb
Weaver Spider resting on its web, formed radially and
vertically attached to the bench from the tree. Another look
clearly defined the intricate color patterns and head down
position of the Weaver waiting for its next meal and
seemingly unconcerned by our presence (see photo). We sat
for a while, rested and marveled at yet another aspect of the
unique balance of nature in the Garden. This is just one of the
many reasons we enjoy supporting this jewel of changing
wonders within the urban setting of the Twin Cities!
Lovingly, Dan and Vi

Volunteer Profile: Ann Godfrey
Melissa Hansen, Friend of the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden

Ann has been volunteering at the Garden for 15 years, but
her ties go back much further. She often brought her own two
young daughters to visit, as they lived nearby. Those visits
inspired her to begin bringing her Longfellow School
kindergarten classes to learn from the Garden. Ann tried to
arrange an autumn and a spring trip each year so the kids
could see the seasonal changes. This was before there were
staff naturalists giving tours. Former Curator, Cary George
would meet them at the gate for their visits.

After many years working as a Shelter volunteer, Ann
retired from teaching two years ago and agreed to become the
Volunteer Coordinator. Besides working occasionally in the
Shelter, she now makes sure the Shelter has volunteer staffing
every day from April 1st to closing in late October. She
juggles the volunteer emails and phone calls into a monthly
schedule, as well as the switches and cancellations that
invariably occur each month. She does it all with a smile and
great humor.

The 100th Birthday Celebration events led to many extra
volunteer opportunities and Ann and her husband Tracy were
there again and again. Ann rounded out this past season as the
organizer of the annual Volunteer Thank You event on
November 11th. No wonder Ann was the Minneapolis Park
Board honoree Volunteer of the Year for 2007!

When Ann is not busy with Eloise Butler activities she
volunteers at Longfellow Elementary School and the Ronald
McDonald House classroom. She has been in the same book
club for 20 years, enjoys travel and began Spanish classes
this fall.

Ann is excited about the Garden’s expanding educational
programming, especially for school age children. Asked for
her own wish list, she suggested a fund that would cover
Garden tour costs for schools/groups that cannot afford the fees.

Her favorite EB Moment, “persuading a tired husband he
needed to take a spring walk one evening and we happened
upon the fox kits playing. We watched ‘til the sun set. They
were not afraid of us at all and played very close to where we
stood on the trail.”

Look for Ann at the Garden next spring or contact her
sooner if you’d like to volunteer: agodfrey4630@msn.com.

Orb Weaver Spider
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people to try their hand at the difficult task of capturing birds
in the Garden. To our delight, contestants entered Chopstick
Chickadee as well as photos of a wood thrush, a mourning
dove, and a pileated woodpecker at the Shelter’s suet feeder.
The wood thrush won out in the end, photographed by John
Wartman and entitled Thrush.

The Plants category is always the most popular and the
most difficult to judge. Our judges this year were the
naturalists who staff the Shelter. The criteria that all photos
were judged by included technical qualities of depth,
significance, and tactility, and conceptual factors of
wholeness, uniqueness, and originality. Judges had to choose
among 26 submissions, and in the end, Bee on Yellow Flower
eked out a win by a mere point. Its runner up, the winner of
Honorable Mention, was Tiger Lily, also by Sandi Coates.
This category was so competitive and so many beautiful
photos were entered that the judges decided to expand the
prize list to include a “Best Series” award. Denise Dumas
won for her diverse series of photos of echinacea, a
mushroom, a marsh marigold seed pod, wild roses, and a
close up of an azalea flower.

The Wildlife category included photos of the woodchuck, a
fat bumblebee, and a well-camouflaged leopard frog.
Honorable mention went to the bee, entitled Bee on Baptisia
by Michelle Engel. There were no entries this year in the
Landscape category or in the Visitors Category.

Remember, the contest is open to all amateur
photographers who are not employed by the Minneapolis
Park and Recreation Board. That means volunteers can
enter! So when the next Photography Contest rolls around in
2009, please consider entering a photo or two. You just
might find your photos adorning our lovely displays, and
yourself the winner of a prestigious photography contest!

All photos entered were on display in the Martha Crone
Shelter this past fall, and the winners will most likely be
displayed again when we re-open in the spring.

Memorials in the Garden Harriet Betzold, Friends Board

This is the first in a series of photos of memorials that are placed throughout the Garden. This boulder sits along the path
to the Shelter and memorializes Eloise Butler. It is a fitting tribute to a woman teacher with a focused vision of
preserving a place of nature for future generations. She was way ahead of her time in making the Garden a place that
endures to this day and hopefully far into the future.
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2007 Wildflower Garden
Photography Contest
Jodi Gustafson, MPRB Naturalist

The image of a chickadee perched on a suspended branch
the size and shape of chopsticks, and appropriately titled
Chopstick Chickadee by Jenny Swanson, captured the first
place prize in the Birds category of the 2007 Wildflower
Garden Photography Contest. A charming photo of a shy
woodchuck peeking out from behind leaves, entitled Bashful
Rascal by Jenny Swanson, won in the Wildlife category. The
lovely depiction of a cheery yellow sunflower and a bee
busily collecting its pollen, entitled Bee on Yellow Flower by
Sandi Coates, won in the Plants category.

The MPRB staff at the Wildflower Garden holds this contest
every other year to generate interest in the Garden, encourage
nature photography, and to expand our photography collection
through the creative eye of our visitors. All photos entered
in the contest are donated to the Wildflower Garden and
become the property of the Minneapolis Park Board. They are
used in displays throughout the year, enhancing the quality of
those displays and giving credit to the talented photographers
who participate.

The contest was held as early as 1996 and I have been
coordinating it since 2001. While there are a few rules that
require photos to be taken in or of the Garden and no
professional photographers may enter, they don’t seem to
dampen the enthusiasm of our entrants. Two winners are
chosen in each category: Wildlife, Plants, People, and
Landscapes and those winners receive prizes, usually
gift certificates donated from businesses such as Caribou
Coffee, National Camera Exchange, Outback Nursery, and
Landscape Alternatives.

This year a fifth category was added. Since the Wildflower
Garden is also a Bird Sanctuary, we thought it would be
appropriate to add a Birds category, and encourage more



Julia Classen and Judy Remington
Marie Demler
Bernice Dickson
Cheryl Flegel
Katie Fournier
Kristina Felbeck
Cary and Janet George
Ann and Tracy Godfrey
Eville Gorham
Teresa M. Graham
Larry and Ina Gravitz
Karol Gresser
John and Joan Haldeman
Jean B. Herzberg
Yleen and Gary Joselyn
Jim Kalitowski
Julia Lietzke
Alice C. Lundblad
Deborah McKnight
Kathryn Ann Mack
Vivian Mason
Merv and Edith Palmer
Donald E. Reiss
Frederick C. Rohlfing
Kay L. Schwie
Thomas M. and Patricia E. Scott
Artice and Morton Silverman
Mary R. Stanley
John and Stephanie Sulzbach
Connie Theien-Psotka
Bill and Judy Walter
Laura C. Weinberger
James M. Wellman
Bonnie and Gerry Wilkins
Faith E. Woodman

Friends' Web Site
Gary Bebeau, Friends Board member

After a decade of wishing and hoping, our web site is now
a reality. I wish to thank those who contributed ideas and
critiques to what has been done so far and to ask for
comments, ideas, photos, etc. from all members of the
Friends of the Wild Flower Garden – it’s your site! Point
your browser to either of these addresses:
"http://www.friendsofthewildflowergarden.org" or
"http://www.friendsofeloisebutler.org"

We have included information about the Friends, the
Garden, current events, directions, donations, memorials,
Eloise Butler, Friends Garden projects, membership,
newsletter articles, seasonal photos, volunteering and our
100th Anniversary.

A certain amount of historical information will be found in
the "About The Friends" section. The "Newsletter" section
contains 13 years of back issues of The Fringed Gentian.

The site will be updated
frequently, especially with current
events, newsletter articles, and seasonal
photos. If you wish to contact the Board
of Directors of the Friends via e-mail, there
are e-mail addresses on the "Contact Us" page.

You can help by providing information and photos that
might be useful to have posted on the web site. Photos can
be either digital or prints, but must be good quality. If you
find something odd or that does not look right in your
browser window, let me know what it is. Different browsers
display the material slightly differently and we can't test all
of them in advance. Enjoy the site.
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100th Anniversary Fund
Pam Weiner and Emily Anderson

In response to an appeal to the
Friends requesting a special
contribution in conjunction with the
100th Anniversary of the Garden,
members generously donated $2,720
toward these projects for the anniversary year.

• In our anniversary video, “A Century of Seasons,” John
Akre of Minnesota Television Network, deftly wove the
life story of Eloise Butler together with images of the
Garden in its centennial year.

• Local artist Jennifer Davis provided the captivating
artwork, “Sanctuary,” for our popular anniversary poster
and cards.

The video, poster and cards created with your gift will
continue to be vital assets as we reach into the community
and build support to preserve this unique and living natural
treasure. Thank you for your support.

Thanks to the following Friends and other donors who
generously contributed to this appeal:

Carla K. Adam
Elizabeth A. Anderson
Mary Kay Arthur
Muriel M. Avery
Connie and Marty Bergstedt
Harriet A. Betzold
Elizabeth R. Blood
Deborah Boehm
Judith Bridell
George Bridgman
Elizabeth C. Bryan



Planting for Winter Interest
Kathy Urberg, Master Gardener and Friend of the Garden

As you anxiously await the Garden’s opening in April are
your thoughts back in the woods anticipating the emerging
spring ephemerals and budding trees that were so lovingly
planted this past fall? While gardens seem to go to sleep in
the winter they can still brighten a gray winter day. As the
plant catalogs start arriving think about planning a native
landscape, one that sparkles in the winter.

In winter, without flowers and leaves to distract us, we see
the bare bones of the garden. And the structural aspects of the
land will provide more interest. Like garden sculpture, plants
with sculptural qualities can be quite engaging. Harry
Lauder’s walking stick (Corylus avellana ‘Contorta’) and
yucca (Yucca spp) are examples of plants whose forms really
stand out in the winter.

Winter color can come from berries and bark. Winterberry
(Ilex verticillata), viburnums, and many crab apples have red
or yellow berries that persist for much of the winter and have
the added benefit of attracting birds. The red and yellow
stems of dogwoods (Cornus sericea) brighten the winter
landscape. Amur cherry (Prunus maackii) is a relatively small
tree with bronze shiny bark that stands out against the snow
as does the peeling, subtly colored bark of river birch (Betula
nigra). Rose hips left on hardy shrub roses also add color.

tolerate shade, while spruce, pine, and fir grow happily in the
sun. Do pass, however, on Colorado blue spruce. It is short
lived and susceptible to disease in our climate. Black Hills
spruce looks similar and is better suited for Minnesota.

Finally, with a birdfeeder you can still watch the birds often
seen in the Wildflower Garden. Cardinals, house finches, blue
jays, nuthatches, lively chickadees and woodpeckers will
entertain all winter long. Plan now, plant in the spring, and
next winter pour a cup of tea, sit down by the window and
enjoy the winter landscape.

Winterberry, Ilex verticillata

Ornamental grasses contribute both structure and color in
fall and winter ranging from beige through browns into reds.
Miscanthus sinensis ‘Purpurascens’, Feather reedgrass,
Calamagrostis xacutiflora ‘Karl Foerster’, and Little
bluestem (Schizachyrium scoparium) are good choices. For
shaded spots the palm sedge (Carex muskingumensis) has
grass-like stems that hold up all winter.

Thinking of the Wildflower Garden after the gate has
closed, you might consider not cutting back the dead foliage
and seed heads of plants like Rudbeckia species and purple,
pink and even yellow coneflowers, (Echinacea spp). When
the floral color has faded, the dark seed heads look beautiful
against the snow and are attractive to birds.

Evergreens, of course, add a welcome green to the winter
landscape. Yew (Taxus spp) and Juniper (Juniperus spp) will

Amur Cherry, Prunus maackii
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The Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden and Bird Sanctuary
is comprised of cultivated but naturalistic woodland,
wetland and prairie environments, 2/3 mile of mulch-covered
pathways and a rustic log shelter where educational
programming and materials can be found. It is the oldest
public wildflower garden in the United States. The 15-acre
site is located within the City of Minneapolis and is operated
by the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board. The Garden
is open from April 1 through October 15 from 7:30 am to 1/2
hour before sunset.

The Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc. is a
501(c)(3) Minnesota nonprofit corporation, formed in 1952.
Its purpose is to educate by enhancing Garden visitors’
appreciation and understanding of Minnesota’s native plants
and natural environments, and to offer assistance for the
Garden in the form of funding and other support.

The Fringed Gentian is published on a quarterly basis for
members and supporters of the Friends. The Editor is
Linda Cody, 501 Theodore Wirth Parkway, #306, Golden
Valley, MN 55422. Your comments and suggestions are
welcome. Email: lcody_98@yahoo.com. For changes to your
mailing address for The Fringed Gentian, please write the
Membership Chair, Joy Davis at 1089 Cedar View Drive,
Minneapolis, MN 55405.
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Memorials and Donations to the Friends
Gary Bebeau, Memorial Chair

Thanks to all of the following for caring and sharing:

Memorials:
For Ethel Taft from:

Kathern Kara & Judith Nekora Sisters Fund
For Lisa Locken from:

Arthur Daltas & Ellen Peckham
For Jan Fritz from:

Susan Harker Brunn
Karen’s Book Club
Jacqueline & Jay Dobbs
Lawrence & Celeste Johns
Diane & Carl Larson
Kenneth & Barbara Larson
Carolyn Olson
Katherine Sonju

For Jean Herzberg from:
Judy Berglund
Harriet Betzold
Albert H. Brekke
Jill Ericson
Sarah Ferguson
Linda C. Grinde
Mary A. Jaedike
Yleen Joselyn

Nina Katzung
Margaret Kelliher
Brad Lucas & Family
Doug Luick & Family
Lynette Luick & Family
Roxanne Luick & Family
Nichole Lundeen (Twin Cities Comp. Assn.) Elizabeth Morin
Susan & Jerome Neumeyer
Carol E. Olson
Wilma Peterson
Audray Z. Rees
Mary C. Schultz
Susan Speck
Carol J. Taylor
Nicole Theis-Mahon(Health Science Libraries)
David & Dorothy Zetzman

For J. Frank Hess from:
Marie Demler

A gift to the Garden was received from:
The Weck Charitable Trust

Your memorials and gifts to the Friends are much appreciated and constitute an important part of keeping the Garden a
special place for generations of people to enjoy.

Note: Memorials and gifts are tax deductible. When sending a memorial, please give the name and address of the family
being honored so that we can acknowledge that a memorial has been received. An acknowledgment also will be provided to
the donor. Memorials and gifts should be sent (and checks payable) to: Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, c/o Gary
Bebeau, 716 West 5th Street, Red Wing, MN 55066.

A YEAR’S COLOR WHEEL
I watch the change from winter’s

stark architecture to jewels
of yellow, green, pink and white;
showers of seeds, trees blooming

into full leaf; morning shade
cool in summer and fading

as its tender, raw youth flees;
showing the amber, rust, scarlet

of fall; before returning
to winter’s simple beauty.

Phoebe Waugh, poet and Friend of the Eloise Butler
Wildflower Garden

Rosehips in the snow
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION AND DONATION FORM
Friends of the Wild Flower Garden
To order a membership, simply fill in the form below. Make a check payable to:
Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc., and mail to Joy Davis, 1089 Cedar View
Drive, Minneapolis, MN 55405. Be sure to specify if it is a gift. Each membership
is tax deductible to the extent allowed by the law.

Name _____________________________________

Address ___________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

Telephone _________________________________
Note: The recipient of your gift will receive a letter

of welcome or donation from the Friends.

We thank you for your interest in preserving Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden and Bird Sanctuary

Category
!! Family $15
!! Sponsor $25-$99
!! Individual $10
!! Limited Income $8
!! Sustainer $100-$199
!! Benefactor $200-$499
!! Life Member $500 & up
!! This is a gift membership from:
_____________________________

DONATIONS
This is a donation in !! honor !! memory of

_______________________________________________
Mail donations to Gary Bebeau, 716 West 5th Street, Red Wing, MN 55066.




