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AMARYLLIS or HIPPEASTRUM

Lily-of-the-Palace

Long a favorite with indoor gardeners, one of the most colorful and easily
grown, It has the largest flower it i1s possible to grow in the home,

There are many species of them and are quite able to withstand the special
disadvantage of indoor culture.

The large bulbs should be potted in early winter in soil composed of 2 parts
of loam, 1 part decayed manure and 1 part sand, Some leafmold can be added,
The flowers are produced before the leaves in late winter,

Plant the bulbswith neck and top above the soil or 2/3 of the bulb above
the surface in pots twice the diameter of the bulb.

They succeed in the temperature of an ordinary home. As soon as the flower
bud is seen emerging from the bulb, put the plant in a window where it will
obtain plenty of sunlight,

Since they are heavy feeders, an application of liguid cow manure for those
in pots is preferred, Sheep manure and bone meal are the next best for them,

Linnaeus, the great naturalist named the genus Amaryllis,
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HERRING GULLS

The most conspicuous birds on many of the lakes from early spring to early
winter are the Herring Gulls, so often referred to as Sea Gulls,

They are powerful flyers and graceful swimmers, riding high on the waves
regardless how stormy it may be., Yet they are not divers or fishermen, like
Loons, Cormorants, various ducks and others. They are great scavengers and
keep lake surfaces clean but they do not dive.

Most of them slowly move southward in late fall or early winter, stopping
to feed on golf courses and open water in large flocks. During earLy winter
they are seen resting on the ice near open water, seemingly reluctant to leave,

A flock of several hundred were noted by your editor December 5th, aboub
50 miles south of Minneapolis. They had been there several weeks., On the
6th of December ice had formed over the entire lake during the previous night
and they were gone.
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ACID SOIL

Give plants that require acid soil an application once a year of equal parts
of Aluminium Sulphate, Iron Sulphate and sulfur. Apply 1 pound to 100 square
feet. Some plants that need acid soil are, Azaleas, Rhododendrons, Clintonia,
Goldthread, Wintergreen, Bunchberry, Trailing Arbutus, Galax, Oconee Bells,
Princets Pine, Shinleaf, Stemless Lady!s-Slippers and others. Care should
be taken to keep the application away from the foliage and stems.
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STRANGE AS IT MAY SEEM

A flock of sheep will eliminate Poison Ivy from an area in a season.
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POPULAR WINTER PLANT

POINSETTIA
Buphorbia == Spurge Family

The inconspicuous true flower is green and vellow in thes center of the so—
called red petals which are re lly eave

It is called the Chrisimas Flower and was named for Joel R, Poinsent @f
South Carolina. He was appointed In 1825 as first United States Minister o
Mexico,

It remaing in bloom for a long time Iif piaced in a warm, light ard humid
spot where the temperature is fairly steady. When the leaves begin to drop
watering should be reduced, and when the stems are bare the plan®t should be
stored without water in s tempﬂrafﬂ“u of 50 tc 60 degrees ¥, In May the plant
should be cut back to about 6 inches, repotied and g¢VH“ good drainags.

Sink the pot out of doors in soil wp to the rim in a sunnyy spot after cork-
ing the hole in the bottom of ths pcot. They grow raplidly and sheuld be pinche
#d back to prevent the plant from becoming tco *tsll., Move indoors in Ssptsaber
before the nights become too cocl.

In warm climates they grow ito be shrub-like,
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BOOK RECOMMENDED

WILD FLOWERS®

By Homer [, House

The new edition of this extracrdinarvy Wild Flower Bonk Ls now obltainable.
It has been out of print for some tims after selling 190,000 and had become
a collectors iten,

It has been in such great demend That new plates have bsen made and this
edition printed at great sxpense.

Life-like illustrations of unusual besauty for the true lover of wild flowers,
these lavigh Illustrations offer ‘*ﬁ~£01d enjoyment, recognizing famiiiar
species and identifying new ones wi sartalnty.

The volume is 9 x 12 and abcut _ inches thick, 63Z pages, in”’uu*ng
364 full-color photographs. 37 bl ard-white photographs and 9% drawings
also including an easily understcod text

Vour editor has a copy and if vou wishk for more informabtion write or call
S 4719, This volume is well worth having.

"Without doubt this is ihe finesi comprehensive bock on Wild Flowers ever
publishedt == Minneapolis Star
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DID YOU KNOW

That the Turnip is one of the oldest known wegetables in the world. Origin=
ally a native of Europe, it today is grown in many parts of the world.

Rutabagas, often considered another variely of the turnip, is lasrger, more
goliid and sweeter in flavor.

HREAEXZERGER BE AT IR RERESEEFS



X S
\
']

THE FRINGED GENTIAN January 1962
(4)

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING

~The regular Annual Meeting of Friends of the Wild Fiower Garden, Inc,, will
be held in March 1962, Further notices will be sent %o the members as to time
and place at a later date,
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BIRD NOTES

In very severe weather the wildest birds are often compelled to come cless
to the house in search of food. Altho they are shy during their nesting ssason,
they soon learn to frust those who feed them.

The cheerful presence of birds in the winter helps o keep alive in our
hearts the sense of summer.

Feed the birds regularly in the winter and the benefits conferred by them
in the summer is well worth the effort.

The amount of insects destroyed by them is beyond measure, The luxuriant
foliage of your ftrees and shrubs will soon attest to that, i ’

Among the birds here for the winter are Chickadees, Junccs, Goldfinches,

Tree Sparrows, Blue Jays, Cardinals, Snow Buntings, Purple Finches, Cedar
Waxwings, Grosbsaks and even an occasional Brown Creeper.

Among the Owls the Barred Qwl, the Great Horned Owl and Screech Qwl are more
often heard than ssen.

The lovely Evening Grosbeak is seen cccasionally here altho they are much
more numerous further north,

During March the northward movement of birds begins in spite of the had
weather that is sure to follow.
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MUSHROOMS

In a few more months we will again be approaching the season for gathering
wild mushrooms. One of the most Intesresting outdoor activities, yet one must
be very cautious and not pick any of the deadly Amanita, also called Death Cup
{Amanita phalloides).

Much confusion has resulted from the so-called "tests®. They are merely
myths and utierly useless, such as boiling the mushrooms with a silver spoon,
silver coin or salt, It was believed if the silver turned black or farnished
the mushroom must be poisonous.

Actually, the blackening of the silver by mushrooms is wholly due %o *he
sulfur they contain. Many mushrooms are rich in sulfur and will blacken & spoon
very readily, while some of the poisocnous varieties are low in sulfur and hkave
slight effect on the silver,

Consequently many edible mushrooms are discarded because they furned the
silver spoon black, '

The only safe Test is to know the mushroom itself.
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Official publication of "Friends of the Wild Flower Garden", issued
quarterly.
Martha E. Crone == Editor



