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Introduction to All Volumes
Twenty years ago the Friends produced, for their 50th anniversary year, a booklet titled 50
Years of Friends, recording the 50th anniversary celebration and remembrances of years past.
Prior to that there were some very short history summaries published in the Friends’
newsletter, The Fringed Gentian™. This history of the first 70 years of the Friends provides a
perspective view of the wide range of events documented during this time period.
It was necessary to recapitulate some of the early history of the Wildflower Garden and the
people involved at that time in order to establish why the Friends of the Wild Flower
Garden came into existence. This is especially true in regards to Clinton Odell and his
connections with the Garden prior to his founding the Friends. The Friends have
remained a viable organization for 70 years. Many of the original concerns leading to the
establishment of the Friends, including the original concerns that led to the founding of
the Wildflower Garden itself, have never been laid to rest, but have resurfaced in one guise
or another over this time period.
The chapter headings indicate an attempt to separate certain activities of the Friends from
events that occurred in the Garden; but as the reader will note, many are interrelated and
many of these events cross chapter boundaries. The approach to this history is
chronological with some flashbacks to prior times for background and to portray the
continuity of events.
I have chosen to extensively use quotations of the players in this history as they tell the
story in their own words better that any paraphrasing could. Deleted parts of extensive
quotations have been replaced with “. . .” Any comments I have inserted into a quotation
are housed in brackets.
Certain naming conventions have been observed in order to follow historical
documentation. I use the name that is appropriate to the time period. In the early years
the Garden was located in Glenwood Park which was renamed Theodore Wirth Park in
1938 and is now named Theodore Wirth Regional Park. The early Board of Park
Commissioners was renamed Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) in 1969.
My use of the name “Park Board” refers to the appropriate entity for the time period. The
Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden was originally called the Wild Botanic Garden, then the
Native Plant Reserve, and then officially renamed the Eloise Butler Wild Flower Garden in
1929. For brevity, the word “Garden” is used here to represent the site.
Details on how the words “and Bird Sanctuary” were added to the name are in the text, but
one name change caused no end to confusion. In 1969 the Park Board changed “Wild
Flower” as two words to “Wildflower.” Since that time the name of the Friends using the
two words has differed from that of the Garden.
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A number of themes follow throughout this history, themes centered around what I have
earlier referred to as “concerns,” the most of important of these are a variance from the
original intent to have the Garden remain in a wild state, the introduction of non-native
plants, the need for constant maintenance to maintain a wild state, the effects of the Park
Board budget, maintaining the Garden as a separate entity within the Park system, and
fending off of outside influences that directly affect the sanctity of the Garden.
It is surprising then that a mission statement for the Friends was not written until 1989,
but when written it addressed those concerns. Subsequent revisions have kept true to the
original principles. The Minneapolis Park system is vast and the MPRB must address many
concerns while the Friends concentrate on this one small part of the larger system. Despite
the ups and downs over 70 years, the Friends relationship with the MPRB remains a
remarkable partnership.
Grateful acknowledgement must be given to all those of the Friends and the Park Board
whose thoughts and ideas were kept in the various records of the Friends, in the newsletter
and in other documents from which this history is written. Important historically were the
writings of Eloise Butler and Martha Crone and the Garden logs and diaries of Crone that
were saved by Martha Hellander when researching her book on Eloise Butler, The Wild
Gardener.
Volume 1 contains the narrative just explained including a set of appendices that provide
more detail for the interested reader.
Volume 2 contains annual histories from 1952 through 1991.
Volume 3 contains annual histories from 1992 through 2021.

“Without it [the Friends] where would the Garden’s voice come from”?
Charles Spears MPRB Superintendent, 1970
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Part I

The Beginnings
The early history of the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden
Clinton Odell lends a hand
Conditions leading to the founding of the Friends
The early years of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden
A new Curator replaces Martha Crone
The Friends take on a major project
“Much remains to be done to fully develop the garden.”
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1
The Spark

A

high school student and a science teacher hold responsibility for founding
Friends of the Wild Flower Garden. The perpetuation of the Wild Flower
Garden may have been in jeopardy without their connection.

Ideas and endeavors resulting in institutions, groups, community organizations, or societies that
outlive their founders usually start with a spark of inspiration in a person who seizes an idea and
carries it through to reality. The example of such a person closest to our hearts would be Eloise
Butler and her Native Plant Reserve. We can include Theodore Wirth who, as superintendent of
the Minneapolis Park System in Miss Butler’s time, was able to take the concepts of Horace
Cleveland and the work of the first superintendent William Berry and firmly establish the physical
entity we have today. Wirth avoided the opportunity to institutionalize Eloise Butler’s garden; that
became important for its development following her death. Other examples in later years include
Cora Corniea and Arthur N. Wilcox who were instrumental in acquiring land at Cedar Forrest,
creating what is now the Cedar Creek Ecosystem Science Reserve in Anoka County.1
Two others were Friends members. In the 1960s Goodrich Lowry proposed the idea of public
nature centers to serve and educate youth, and his group of supporters included his chief
fundraiser, Friends Director Whitney Eastman. They brought us the nature centers we have today
in Hennepin County - Lowry, Hyland, and Eastman.2 We will meet them again in later chapters.
The spark resulting in the Friends as an organization was struck in Clinton M. Odell, our high
school student, whose science teacher was Eloise Butler - the creative force of the Wild Flower
Garden. The story began when Minneapolis Schools science teachers brought groups of their high
school students out to what was then named Glenwood Park on the west side of Minneapolis to
study natural science in an actual outdoor setting. Odell remarked years later:
They [the teachers] used to go out there in their spare time and collect and plant specimens for their own
observation. I just got interested in going out there in the spring to see what came up.3

Odell learned from Miss Butler that all plants have a place, even those commonly call weeds, even
though he wisely noted in 1949 that “The barbarian weeds soon took over and destroyed the choicer
plants.” He had arguments with Miss Butler about admitting certain “barbarian weeds” into the
Garden.
Later, when Martha Crone was Curator of the Garden, Odell described her as “waging a losing a
battle on a 20 acre front against the encroaching weeds.” He realized the special place the Wild Flower
Garden had become could be lost. All the work of Eloise Butler making a garden known to
botanists throughout North America would disappear if it had no backing from private citizens.
Perhaps “it would be considered an unnecessary luxury and lopped off the budget.”4
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That was how it came to be that a man who owned a successful company making men’s shaving
cream would be an important advocate for a publicly owned wild flower garden, invest his own
funds into insuring its future, and pull invasive weeds on weekends when necessary!
After Butler’s successor, Martha Crone, had retired, Crone spoke of how the Park Board tried to
phase out the Garden three times and those interested in its preservation had a fight on their
hands.5
The paramount issue of continuance led to the founding of a supporting organization dedicated to
preserving the Wild Flower Garden. Odell led the charge. A small group of his associates formed
Friends of the Wild Flower Garden on June 18, 1952. More important news filled the headlines
but the Minneapolis Star did take note on June 27 that “The first meeting of Friends of [the] Wild Flower
Garden, Inc. - a group of Minneapolitans helping develop the Eloise Butler wild flower garden in Theodore
Wirth park - was held Thursday.” The Directors were listed. The organizational details of the Friends
must wait until a string of prior events are told.

The Garden Without Eloise Butler

The opening lines of the 1907 petition requesting creation of a botanical garden. See appendix 6 for full text.

The “Wild Botanic Garden” was officially designated in 1907
as a unique space within Glenwood Park. After Eloise Butler
retired from teaching in 1911 she was appointed its Curator.
She usually worked alone in developing the plant collections
and maintaining the property, frequently wearing a peace
officers star to lend her some credibility with unruly intruders.
With rare exception she avoided other workers intruding in
her domain.6 When the demands of the work became very
difficult she searched for someone to replace her, but all was
fruitless up until the time she unexpectedly died on April 10,
1933.
How to replace her? It is important to note that the
Superintendent of the Board of Park Commissioners,
Eloise Butler ca. 1920 near the 7-bole
Theodore Wirth, did not appoint a Parks employee or have a
birch, wearing her peace officers star.
Photo Minneapolis Public Library.
division of the Parks system take direct charge. Instead, Wirth
reached out to Martha Crone who was Eloise Butler’s
occasional volunteer assistant for 15 years. In a period of 10 days Martha Crone was offered the
position and hired, the contents of the Garden office were inventoried, Eloise Butler’s possessions
were removed, and Martha Crone was ready to take over.7 Wirth’s decision somewhat isolated the
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Garden from well-meaning interference of larger departments,
allowing care and management of the Garden to the Curator.
Like Eloise Butler, Martha Crone worked alone in the early years of
her tenure in the Wild Flower Garden. She was expected to be there
six days a week, with Wednesday her day off. On that day the
Garden was closed to the public. When the fencing was completed
in 1938, the gates were locked on her day off. Eloise had Saturdays
off, but without good fencing the public was free to roam. When
Martha needed to be away plant collecting, or was sick, on days
other than Wednesday, sometimes her husband William came in or
the Park Board sent in an employee for a few days. It was not until
after World War II that Park Board employees would be available to
help on a daily basis.8 In 1940 Clinton Odell comes again into this
narrative.

Martha, William and Janet
Crone, 1920. Family photo.

The 1940s
In 1940 Clinton Odell’s company, the Burma-Vita Company, built a new office and factory just east
of the Wild Flower Garden at 2318 Chestnut Avenue West. Odell expanded his interest in the
Garden as it was now within walking distance of his office. His home at 1815 Fremont Avenue
South in Minneapolis, was relatively close to the Garden. Odell became a regular hands-on
volunteer, helping Crone pull weeds, transplant flowers, and intercede with the Park Board with
concerns for the Garden. He became a familiar sight to visitors, digging in the dirt while dressed in
suit and tie.

The new offices of the Burma-Vita Company just after completion. Photo Norton & Peel.

A newspaper article wrote this about him:
The well-dressed man whom visitors to the Eloise Butler Wild Flower Garden in Minneapolis see pulling
weeds every week-end except in the dead of winter is not the superintendent of parks. Five days a week
he is the chairman of the board of the shaving cream company which adorns the roadside with jingles
designed to discourage traffic accidents and encourage shavers to remove their whiskers with his
5

products. While fellow businessmen are out digging holes in the turf
on their favorite links, Odell is digging holes to plant some choice
specimen just received from a distant part of the country.9

Prior to 1944 Martha Crone does not mention Odell in her Garden
Log or in her annual reports to the Board of Park Commissioners.
She stated in 1977 that it was Odell who had paid for the costs of the
Board of Park Commissioners to have the 1938 fence installed by the
Civilian Conservation Corp. of the WPA.10 The local newspapers
were silent on his activities relative to the Garden, although they
report about his many civic obligations. This all changed in 1944.
The prelude to this change goes back to 1932.
Clinton Odell in the Garden,
May 1949. Minneapolis Tribune

The North Meadow
In 1932 Eloise Butler fulfilled a long-time dream of
building an open water pool, suitable for aquatic plants,
not shaded by trees, in the open meadow area north of
the Garden’s current northern boundary. This meadow
area stretched from the Garden’s current back gate
north to the hill where the Wirth Pavilion is located,
west to Glenwood Avenue and east to the path (called
in Miss Butler’s notes the “tarvia path” or “tarvia road”)
that ran from Glenwood Avenue along the base of the
Pavilion hill then turned south to pass near the
Bubbling Spring and then ran west splitting the north
meadow from the rest of the Garden’s acreage.
Plan of the early Garden showing the north
meadow and location of the Mallard Pool. Map
courtesy Martha Hellander

Most of this meadow was part of the acreage of the
Garden at that time. It was added to the Garden in
pieces over several years but by 1913 the Garden was already “three or four times its’ original size,”11
and, for some years prior, it was 25 acres when Miss Butler wrote her 1926 history.12
In 1932 in the open space of the north meadow, mostly filled with
cattails, Eloise created her pool. Eloise died the following year
leaving Martha Crone to complete the planned planting work
around the area Eloise had named the “Mallard Pool.” Crone’s
notes in her Garden Log detail planting activity in this area up until
1939. The mid-1930s were dry years and the meadow must have
suffered only to transition into cool wet years of the early 1940s.
This large space became too much for the Curator to control
without the entire Garden suffering. She had her hands full with
aggressive plants in the southern part of the Garden. The north
area was the obvious ground to cease maintaining.
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Eloise Butler on the rustic
tamarack bridge at the new
Mallard Pool, 1932. Photo
Martha Crone Collection, MHS

In 1924 Eloise Butler constructed a fenced area within the northern meadow and in parts of the
southern Garden to protect plants from roaming dogs, pigs and the dreaded “spooners.” When her
old fence deteriorated, Martha Crone petitioned Superintendent C. A. Bossen for a new fence.13
This was installed in 1938 by a WPA crew with costs paid by Clinton Odell and in 1939 Martha
noted in her diary that fencing was underway in the northern area. The available partial maps and
plans of that area during this time show fencing but it is unclear how much of the north area was
fenced. The story now moves back to Clinton Odell and the upland area east of the Garden.

The new Garden fence at the front gate, completed in 1938. Photo
Walter Dahlberg.

The Upland Garden
Martha Hellander’s research about Eloise Butler found that Odell informed the Park Board that the
northern area, which included the Mallard Pool, should never have been fenced as it was swampy
and should be abandoned in favor of an upland area which the Garden did not have.14 In June
1944, Odell wrote to Board of Park Commissioners Superintendent C. A. Bossen, proposing a
donation of $3,000 to cover the cost of clearing
an upland garden, fencing in the new area,
tarvia surfacing the paths both in the lower
Garden and the newer portion, positioning
settees on the center hill of the new upland,
and constructing a small summer house near
the Garden Office.15
While there was general approval of the plan,
at some point during the summer of 1944 the
Park Board decided that some of Odell's
requests should be “wait and see” until Mrs.
Crone developed the area, waiting on the
paving of paths, fencing and construction of
facilities. The paths, left to Martha Crone to
complete, would not be surfaced except for
what Martha could accomplish. Many paths in
Wirth Park already traversed that new section
and she used many of them.

Proposed upland addition (triangular area at right) and
other changes. From plan adopted October 4, 1944.
Blueprint in Martha Crone Collection, MHS.
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On August 29, 1944 Odell wrote to Superintendent Bossen and the Board of Park Commissioners
in reply to their comments on the project.16 He wrote that he had met with various Park Board
staff and those meetings had
…resulted in our practical agreement on the various features of the program as outlined in my letter
of June 29, 1944 to the Board. My thought has always been that the moving of the fence to enclose
the upland garden, tarring the paths and other construction features should wait until at least the
end of the war in Europe, at which time they should fit nicely into a post war work program.

He letter detailed his donation of a wood stove and stove pipe for the Garden office and that a Park
Board truck had picked it up at his home and it was being installed. He referenced that the Park
Board architect was working on the design for the upland and for his proposed construction. He
requested that Mr. Bossen allow Martha Crone some time off to gather new plant material for the
upland. He then outlined his financial commitment and what records he wanted from the Park
Board. The amount of his donation was a substantial amount of money for the time. In terms of
purchasing power, after inflation, the $3,000 1944 donation is equivalent to $44,000 in 2020
dollars. The Park Board had not yet given its approval to the entire project so he concluded his
letter with "I shall await with interest your final action on my proposal as approved by your committee and
particularly in the meanwhile I am happy to have Mr. Wirth's enthusiastic approval." Wirth retired as
Superintendent at the end of 1935, but was obviously still involved with events as he was one of the
people Odell referenced meeting with in his letter of August 29.
In the autumn months of 1944 Martha Crone and Park Board maintenance workers cleared sumac
and other unwanted plants from the upland area. In his August 29 letter, Odell wrote that, "The
preparation of the upland garden tract should include the removal of several black oaks of little value and
considerable sumac." On November 9, and again on November 16, he met with Superintendent
Bossen at the Garden and made several more requests for plant removal, including more oaks. The
superintendent wrote in reply on November 17 and recounted how Mrs. Crone had met with the
maintenance people and supervisors several weeks earlier, that they had designated trees and
shrubbery to be removed, and that the work crews were now busy with that project.
The Superintendent then cautioned: Operations were just starting, there was sufficient open space,
we should wait until developments tell us what to do. His more sound position was:
The oak trees have taken a great many years to grow and they should not be removed until it is found
necessary for the proper development and best interests of the garden to do so. There may be a slight
difference of opinion as to what should be done at the present time at the garden in reference to this
matter, but I am certain we are all together on the proposition of making our mutual efforts count in
rendering the garden project a successful undertaking.17

The Garden Between 1944 and 1952
Clinton Odell wrote a check for $1,500 to begin the upland project and in the years between 1944
and 1952, until the founding of the Friends, he reimbursed the Park Board for what they spent. His
deposits exceeded his original $3,000 offer by an additional $4,000. Most of Odell’s annual
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donations were now being reported in the Star Tribune newspaper - perhaps for the Garden’s
publicity.
Each year the Park Board sent a summary of expenses to Odell and he paid any amount due above
his deposits. In supplement to those expenses, in 1945, he paid for the wages of a second man, Mr.
John Schulte, to help Martha Crone; the first of her helpers was employed by the Park Board. In
1946 he followed the same plan but had to dismiss Schulte early as “they did not agree” and he
looked for a replacement, but we do not know if he
hired anyone. In 1947 he changed course and sent
the Park Board $1,000 for the purpose of paying for
help and in the subsequent years of 1948, through
1951 he sent $500 per year for Garden upkeep.18 The
development of the upland area gave Martha Crone
some day to day help in the Garden for the first time.
In 1951 Odell requested the Park Board to provide
toilet facilities and mosquito control.19 Odell had
been to Tucson and visited a garden with modern
toilet facilities and wrote that if a small city could
provide facilities certainly Minneapolis could “go them
one better.” These requests were not fulfilled.
Mosquitoes were always a problem. Martha Crone
once replied to Theodore Wirth “I wish to offer my
apologies for the ill manners of my mosquitoes, they are
rather difficult to train as each one lives only a short time.”
20 This was the early 1950s and the Park Board was
already hesitant of using DDT to control them.

The new upland Garden area in 1947 (triangular
shape) with fencing in place. Most of the paths
visible were in existence prior to the addition.
Aerial photo — University of Minnesota.

Clinton Odell cited two concerns in his 1944 letters. One was the major problem of aggressive
plants running out of control. How was Mrs. Crone to control them when she had no help in the
Garden? The second was — did the Park Board had any concern for the Garden at all? He returned
to that issue in 1952 with the founding of the Friends. In his August 29, 1944 letter he brought up
the need for help for Mrs. Crone to remove invasive weeds in the Garden. Odell:
But to appreciate our problem some of you Board members should visit the so called wild flower
garden. With the exception of a small space near the office the entire area is grown up to a perfectly
solid growth of Jewell Weed, nettles, and burrs, shoulder high in many places. Unless some plan is
evolved to plant something which will act as a future check on these weeds the situation is hopeless.

He said that he and Mr. Bossen had devised a plan, which we are fortunate today they did not
implement, of heavily planting tamarack and spruces on all the hillsides to “push the weeds north and
keep them pushed.” This plan would leave the area near the paths open for wild flower planting.
Perhaps Martha Crone had some say in subduing that idea. He partially resolved the help issue by
his annual support payments for Garden maintenance. The main out-of-control plant was Jewell
Weed. Major efforts were directed at it, particularly in 1945 when Crone made another attempt to
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reduce the quantity of the plant. Clinton Odell’s daughter Moana, wrote about her and her father
pulling Jewelweed for Martha Crone at this time.21
Moana wrote of an earlier argument between her father and Eloise Butler, when he was her
student, about planting Jewelweed. Eloise believed everything wild had a place in the Garden. She
believed what were called “weeds” should not be so called. The argument was whether Jewelweed
should be maintained and planted when necessary. She won. Odell wrote in his journal “The first
year Jewelweed marched through the bog . . . the second year it started up the hill. The third year it went up
and over the hill and something is darn well going to be done!” Workers were brought in and they pulled
Jewelweed for days.
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2
The Founding of Friends of the Wild Flower Garden

O

n June 18, 1952 Articles of Incorporation were filed with the State of
Minnesota for Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc., a non-profit group
formed to “advance, promote and further the interests of the Municipal Wild
Flower Garden in Theodore Wirth Park conducted by the Board of Park Commissioners of the
City of Minneapolis.” The formation of the group was announced in the Minneapolis
Star on June 27.

The drafting of the articles and the necessary bylaws was the legal work of Joseph Colman of the
Dorsey Firm. He also handled the filing of non-profit status with the Internal Revenue Service and
that status was approved in late 1953.
The founding Directors were Clinton M. Odell, Russell H. Bennett, Dorothy Walton Binder,
Martha E. Crone, Donald C. Dayton, Leonard F. Ramberg.
Clinton Odell and Martha Crone are identified in Chapter 1. The other Directors were friends or
business associates of Clinton Odell. Russell H. Bennett was Chairman of the Board of Dunwoody
Institute, Dorothy Binder was a Twin Cities journalist, Donald C. Dayton was President of the
Dayton Company, Leonard F. Ramberg was affiliated with the American Swedish Institute and
Augsburg College where he was later Chairman of the Board of Regents. More details about those
four Directors and other early Directors are in appendix 2.
In her annual Curator’s report to the Board of Park Commissioners for 1952, Martha Crone
acknowledged the founding of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden and that it is composed of
…public spirited citizens for the furtherance of making the garden an outstanding institution. It is a
non-profit corporation, no officers of which can draw any salaries. The official publication of this
group is called “The Fringed Gentian” and is issued quarterly. Timely articles and items of interest to
the members will be published there-in.

Martha did not mention that she is a Director or the newsletter editor. Perhaps that was known.
During the year 1952 Clinton Odell provided funds for 100 aluminum plant labels for the Garden,
adding to those he had provided in previous years since 1946. These were in addition to his other
grants to the Park Board.
The first Annual Meeting of the Friends was held in January 1953 at the Friends registered office
which was the headquarters of Clinton Odell’s firm, the Burma-Vita Company, at 2318 Chestnut
Avenue West, just east of the Garden. Two new Directors were elected to the Board to join the
original five — Earle Brown, retired law enforcement officer, and Mrs. Clarence (Ebba) Tolg who
was involved in civic affairs and raised wildflowers near the Garden. She was acquainted with
Martha Crone since the 1940s.
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The first elected officers of the new entity were Clinton Odell as President, Donald C. Dayton as
Vice President, Mrs. Carroll (Dorothy) Binder as Vice President, Leonard Ramberg as Treasurer,
and Martha Crone as Secretary. Martha Crone was editor of The Fringed Gentian™ and also in
charge of membership as the Friends was a membership organization.
Each year thereafter until 1959 the Annual Meeting was held at the Burma-Vita Company in early
January. It is not known if any Friends members other than the Board attended but membership
was being actively recruited. Several of the early members became Directors in later years.
The infant non-profit organization needed funds. Immediately after organizing, Clinton Odell had
drafted letters to his personal and business acquaintances inviting them to become a member “of a
new society.” An example of an early letter and an early membership form are in appendix 3. Odell:
This is a non-profit Minnesota corporation. None of its officers draw or can have any salary whatever.
All society dues are tax-deductible. The sole purpose of this society is to assist our Park Board in
creating and maintaining one of the finest wild flower gardens in America. A perusal of the enclosed
“Self-conducted Tour” will, I think, convince you that we are well on our way towards this objective.
Our officers would all feel greatly honored to enroll you as one of our members.

The “Self-conducted Tour” is explained in Chapter 3. His initial letter effort was supplemented in
1953 by Martha Crone as part of her membership duties. Her letter added more details to Odell’s
“sole purpose.” Crone:
It is of vital importance that everything possible be done to increase the numbers of our wild plants
in the garden and preserve them from spoliation for the rising generation. We have here an
abundance of Natural Resources which should be carefully preserved for study and enjoyment.
The rapid advance of civilization under which hundreds of acres of wild land are being cleared every
year is causing much of our remaining native flora to disappear.
This non-profit organization was organized to help bolster the normal allotment which is not
sufficient to do justice to such a unique wild flower garden.

The Board of Park Commissioners provided Martha Crone and Eloise Butler a small allowance for
plant purchases — what Martha had termed “the normal allotment,” which was $100 per year
during Martha’s tenure.22 She supplemented that with plants culled from the wild where they were
in danger from development and from wild land where they were available without restrictions in
those years, just as Eloise had. The Park Board nursery provided plants and Martha grew many
from seed. In later years, supplementing the Garden’s budget with funds for plant purchases would
be a staple of Friends support for the Garden. Martha’s 1953 letter continued:
Your membership will not require you to perform any duties other than to enjoy the facilities of the
garden and peruse our quarterly, The Fringed Gentian, which is included in a membership. Much
needs to be done to keep this Wild Flower Garden and Bird Sanctuary in an organized manner for
study and enjoyment.

Her memorable manner of stating the requirements and benefits of membership remains valid
today. The insertion of “and Bird Sanctuary” into the text is almost a first use of the term.
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Of interest in the letters of
Clinton Odell and Martha
Crone is that the name of Eloise
Butler seldom appears and the
full name of “Eloise Butler Wild
Flower Garden” is never used.
The original “Wild Botanic
Garden,” name, soon
rechristened the “The Native
Plant Reserve,” had been
officially named the “Eloise
Butler Wild Flower Garden” in
1929, yet Martha Crone typically
referred to it as the “reserve.”
Original Friends membership application form.
Rarely in anything she wrote
prior to 1948 does she use the
official name.23 Even the membership form and the Articles of Incorporation call it the “Municipal
Wild Flower Garden.” Why the reluctance to use Butler’s name? There is no satisfactory answer.
The use of the phrase “and bird sanctuary” she used once before in her 1939 Annual Report to the
Superintendent when she referred to the Garden as the “Eloise Butler Native Plant Reserve and
Bird Sanctuary.” Thereafter, until now in her membership letter, she had dropped the term. The
official use of “Bird Sanctuary” was sanctioned by the Park Board in 1969 after the Friends
petitioned to have “and Bird Sanctuary” added to the name.
Bird lovers and watchers knew the Garden. In Eloise Butler’s time classes from the University of
Minnesota came for bird and natural science study under professors Thomas S. Roberts, Walter. J.
Breckenridge, Kilgore and Prosser. Martha Crone noted in her diary in April 1933 that Roberts was
in several times right after the death of Eloise Butler. In 1934 after conducting his bird class
through the Garden he presented a set of colored bird plates for display on the walls of the Garden
office (the structure Martha refers to as a “cabin”).24 These plates may have been reproductions of
some of the illustrations used in his 2-volume book Birds of Minnesota, originally published in 1932.
Minneapolis Audubon offered weekly bird walks in and around the Garden under the guidance of
Lulu May Aler beginning back in the 1930s.
By the end of 1953 Friends
membership totaled 164, increasing to
192 a year later. Membership category
dues were relatively expensive
compared to 2020 dues if inflation is
considered over those years. This table
shows the membership categories as
they were named then, as they are
named in 2020, and the rates in both
periods.
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By the end of the decade Martha stated in her secretary’s report for 1960 that paid-up membership
was “approximately 180 at this time.” Since she was in charge of membership, “approximately” is a
curious word to use. Membership dues in 1960 were the same as in 1952.
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3
Publicizing the Garden
Educating Visitors

T

he early wild flower Garden was somewhat of a
secret, somewhat of a hidden place. Those who
knew of it and visited may have departed with
little increase in knowledge about the plants or the
space unless they were part of an organized tour or a
school class where the Curator could instruct.
The aluminum plant labels purchased by Clinton Odell and
introduced by Martha Crone after WW II were an early attempt
at educating visitors. Identification labels in various shapes and
containing various information remain in use today. The Garden
itself needed explanation. Many people expected to see a
traditional garden with formal beds. Why was it so wild looking?
Who was this “Eloise Butler” it was named after? Prior to the
founding of the Friends Martha Crone acknowledged the need
by Garden visitors for information about the Garden. She wrote
to Superintendent Charles Doell in 1949 that numerous requests
were made by Garden visitors and by mail for some brochure with information about the Garden.25
We have no copy of it, but a brochure was produced. Crone wrote in 1950 “The mimeographed
brochure proved a great success and filled a much needed want.” In 1951 she enhanced it further by
including a Garden history and a plant list.26 Crone:
The mimeographed brochures, descriptive of the garden, were very useful and filled a much needed
want. The history of the garden including a list of plants growing within the garden was also well
received. It was suggested that an alphabetically arranged index be added, since the plants are
grouped by families only making them difficult to locate. It is hoped that these suggestions can be
carried out next season.27

This brochure is a four page history accompanied by a 15 page plant listing arranged in plant family
order. Martha sold these for 10 cents to anyone who wanted a complete list of plants. The index she
mentions was added in 1952, presumably by her. This was an ambitious undertaking. The history
was fairly easily compiled from previously available information but the plant list, in effect a census,
she had to construct. It lists 787 flowering plants, trees, shrubs and ferns. Grasses are not listed.
[The history part of the handout is in Appendix 4]
This was followed in 1952 by her “Self-Conducted Tour.” It was eight pages, 8-1/2 x 5-1/2 inches,
printed on gray paper. Four pages describing each path in the Garden and what could be seen on it
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were supplemented by a two page hand-drawn map of the paths, and on the back page was
information about becoming a member of the Friends. The brochure was printed by the Dayton
Company, courtesy of new Friends Director Donald Dayton and featured a drawing of the Dayton
Department Store on the back page with the saying “Two of Minneapolis’ Great Sights . … the Wild
Flower Garden and the Northwest’s Great Store.” Again, it is curious that the name “Eloise Butler”
appears nowhere in association with the Wild Flower Garden name on the cover or inside except
on the hand drawn map. Martha wrote in her annual report “The interesting and informative brochure
“Self conducted tour thru the Garden” was well received proving a much needed want. Nearly 10,000 were
distributed to the more than 50,000 patrons visiting the garden during the season.”28
This would be the last known Garden handout until the 1980 plant guide.

Martha Crone’s 1952 map of the Garden from here Self-Conducted Tour brochure.

Informing the General Public
That the wild flower garden was hidden away in Glenwood Park (Theodore Wirth Park after 1938)
and not necessarily known to all who have a need to traipse around in gardens other than their
own, may have pleased Eloise Butler more than any contrary desire that her tended acreage be well
known. After numerous interludes with roaming pigs, dogs, people would not obey signs, especially
the spooners, she had fences erected. But she did publicize plants and the Garden and offer tours
to those who read her newspaper articles or attended exhibits she created. The 1924 Minneapolis
Journal headline “Neighbors Don’t Know She Exists, but Botanic Garden Curator is Famous Over
America” may not have displeased her one bit. Between her death in 1933 and the formation of the
Upland Garden in 1944, very little was published about the Garden, about Eloise Butler or Martha
Crone the Curator or about Clinton Odell’s connection. There were only a few informative pieces.
Examples are a May 24, 1942 illustrated ¾ page pictorial of things war-weary citizens could see in
the Garden, published in the Tribune and an August 11, 1943 WCCO radio broadcast by Martha
Crone. This changed after 1944. Reporters started covering the Garden.
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A September 16, 1945 story in the Minneapolis Tribune
titled “Wild Flowers Beckon Visitors to Wirth Park” had a
lead-in advising people to visit now as the new prairie
area was in peak bloom. The writer called the place a
“Garden Wonderland” and then explained how Clinton
Odell had been the force to create the area and what
work Martha Crone had accomplished. The article was
short, but reporter Janet Russell provided a basic
history of the place and its purpose. The article
concluded with “One of the showplaces planned as part of
a three-year development program is a hillside covered with
yellow phlox which will face quests entering the Garden.”
This introduces the "massed plantings" concept Martha
Martha Crone pictured in the September 16,
references in her annual report for 1945. Wedging the
1945 Minneapolis Tribune.
massed plantings idea into a wild garden was re-thought
in future years. The Tribune article contained two factual
errors: It stated the original garden was 20 acres, whereas it was 3 acres; and it stated the 1944
addition was 10 acres, whereas it was 4 acres.
Martha Crone also made sure the new Superintendent of the Board of Park Commissioners,
Charles E. Doell, was aware of what Clinton Odell had done. She wrote in her 1946 annual report
to the Board of Park Commissioners:
The new upland garden altho established only a few years ago, has proven a distinct success. No small
thanks and appreciation is due to Mr. C. M. Odell, for his untiring efforts in furthering the Garden.
Plants in the new Garden have been marked with new labels, total of 250 were distributed, all of
which were contributed by Mr. Odell. They are attractive and easily read, using only the common
names of plants. Technical terms having been avoided, since they too often cause confusion for many
visitors, also are too lengthy.29

On September 22, 1946 the Minneapolis Tribune published an article about Clinton Odell and his
business, the Burma-Vita Company, outlining how the company had become successful and it gave
a good history of Burma Shave. Anyone reading this might then connect this man with other
contemporary newspaper articles about the Garden in which Odell was now being referenced. I
believe that when reporters talked to Martha Crone gathering background for their articles she
always make sure a word about Odell got printed.
A year later on August 27, 1947 the Minneapolis Tribune published
“Wild Flowers bring Glint to Male Eyes, Curator Says.” Martha Crone
was quoted: “Men are much more interested in wild flowers than women
are. I couldn’t tell you why, but we have many more men visitors, and in
recent years the interest seems to have increased.” The article also
mentions how helpful Clinton Odell has been and how Martha
obtains plants for the Garden, including rescues from building
sites. The photo published with the article shows Martha tending a
clump of Blazing Star. The same photo was used in 1948 and 1950
in other Tribune articles about the Garden.
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Crone’s 1950 report to the Superintendent that “A complete collection of Kodachrome slides is being
made of the flora of the garden,” and that “These were shown with lectures on the Wild Flower Garden to
Organizations during the winter,” reveals one of the other ways Martha, and the Friends after 1952,
promoted the Garden.30
From 1948 to 1957 She assembled her collection of slides, which included landscapes of the Wild
Flower Garden. The assemblage eventually totaled over 4,000 slides. As Secretary and membership
head of the Friends she used these slides to give illustrated lectures about the Garden to various
clubs, groups and organizations, eventually meeting over 300 groups. She reported these
educational activities in her annual reports to the Board of Park Commissioners and also in her
Secretary’s Annual Reports to the Friends Board of Directors.
A year after her 1950 announcement she listed her goals. Crone:
The collection of Kodachrome slides of flowers and scenes in the garden has been enlarged by 500
slides at the curator’s expense. These slides are used for projection purposes for clubs and civic
groups. This has proven to be a direct and satisfactory method of introducing the garden to the
public. It also stimulates an interest to visit the garden during the growing season.31

Marthas first radio interview about the Garden was in 1943. On May 30th 1955 she was interviewed
on WCCO radio by Darragh Aldrick. Martha spoke about the Garden and her slide lectures which
led to many requests. After Crone’s death in 1989 her daughter Janet, passed the collection to the
Friends via Friends member Martha Hellander who was in the process of researching her book
about Eloise Butler. The Friends sorted the collection and for a few years beginning in 1993 used
them at lectures about the Garden. The Friends then deposited the slides in the Martha Crone
Collection at the Minnesota Historical Society.
A May 26, 1951 article about the Garden in the Minneapolis Tribune on the editorial page referred to
Martha Crone, first by requesting readers to doff their hats to the gardeners who make the city
beautiful, and then by stating:
But the woman to whom we doff our hats with the greatest respect cultivated almost single-handed a
garden of some 13 acres. From the time she can push the gates open against the April snowdrifts she
works there from 9 to 5 daily. Most of the time she is on her knees doing what other women are
doing in their backyards. Best of all, it belongs to the public. Ever been
there?

On June 10, 1951 the Minneapolis Tribune published “City Wild Flower
Gardener Rescues Plants From Bulldozers.” Several interesting quotes come
from the article.
Mrs. Crone travels an average of 2,000 miles a month. Sometimes she
digs up plants and sets them in moist moss and brings them back in the
extra big trunk of her car. Often when she returns home late, she plants
her wild flowers after dark. One whole bed of violets was planted one
night by the light of the moon and a lantern propped In the path. There
is even a bold clump of poison ivy, set back a-ways from the garden path.
Mrs. Crone cares for it as tenderly as a wood violet. “It’s educational,” she says.
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Clinton Odell, the “motivating spirit” of the garden, whose interest in wild flowers is as faithful as
Mrs. Crone’s, claims she has a special sixth sense for finding hidden flowers.

Martha's new duties as Secretary of the Friends and editor of the newsletter plus her Garden duties
were covered in the Minneapolis Star's column "Town Toppers" on March 12, 1953. It identified her
as the "wild flower lady,” explained her background and what she had accomplished at the Wild
Flower Garden. One statement was “In most lives, work is one thing and hobbies are another. In Mrs.
Crone's case it's hard to find any dividing line.”
One columnist always informed about the Garden was George Luxton, gardening editor of the
Minneapolis Tribune. He wrote frequently about why you should visit the Garden. Sometimes his
entire weekly column would focus on the Garden. On June 27, 1954, writing about the lady'sslippers in bloom, he quoted Martha: “The wonder of it never wanes. To miss the flowering season seems
almost to lose a part of the spring. The largest colony in the garden numbered over 300 blossoms. A visit to the
gardens at this time of year should be an adventure long to be remembered.” Luxton continued with more
descriptions of the topography and the plants. He was not the first to exclaim “When you wander
through cool glens on soft, mossy paths, shadowed by stately trees, some hundreds of years old, you will find it
hard to realize that this unspoiled spot is only three miles from the skyscrapers of Minneapolis, which can be
seen from the upland gardens.” He also mentioned Clinton Odell’s connection.
Luxton had echoed thoughts expressed by W. P. Kirkwood in the May 3, 1913 issue of The Bellman:
Here beside the pool one can easily imagine himself in the heart of a wilderness of almost limitless
extent, hills and dense foliage so completely shut away the outer world. Indeed, here he can hardly
believe anything else.

The Garden pool, created by Eloise Butler prior to 1912. From The Bellman. May 3, 1913.

On September 11, 1955 Luxton wrote about the fall wildflowers and spoke of Martha Crone and
the Upland Garden where many could be seen. On January 8, 1956 he printed Martha's comments
about the development of the new Fern Glen at the Wild Flower Garden. This project had just
begun that fall and would not be finished until 1961. His article was the first public notice of this
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project. The Friends newsletter in January 1956 made an announcement about it to the
membership.
Luxton’s June 30, 1957 column said that the weekend of the 30th would be the last to see the
Lady’s-slipper blooms as recent heavy rains had been hard on them. He quoted Martha Crone as
saying “Although they normally grow in swamps and wet woods, they can be grown successfully in gardens.
They will persist indefinitely when planted in a congenial situation.” Luxton then listed Crone’s criteria
for a congenial situation and he ended with this cautionary note of conservation: “If proper
conditions cannot be met it is well not to waste the plants, since they would soon disappear.” Not mentioned
in the planting requirements was anything about symbiotic relationship with certain soil fungus
called “mycorrhiza.” This was not well understood at that time.
When George Luxton died on November 1, 1962, Friends president Dorothy Binder wrote this
letter to the editor of the Tribune:
The Friends of the Wild Flower Garden is one of the many groups which will sadly miss George
Luxton. He was one of the best friends the Garden had from its inception. He came there often
himself and whenever he wrote appreciatively of it in his column an influx of visitors followed. I
doubt whether any single person has been more influential in bringing this unique garden to the
attention of nature lovers, not only in the Twin Cities area but from many other states, as well as far
away lands. When spring comes again and once more we are walking along the woodland paths of
this charming area, many of us will be thinking of the man who was the friend of all gardens and this
one in particular.32

Another newspaper writer who covered the Garden was Abe Altrowitz of the Minneapolis Star. He
announced in his February 26, 1955 column that Martha Crone had been named one of 10
winners in the national awards of the Horticultural Travel foundation — nominated by the
Minnetonka Men's Garden Flower Club. Altrowitz had known about the Garden for years. He had
visited a number of times during Eloise Butler’s tenure and wrote a humorous column in 1964
explaining how Eloise had figured out that when he had visited the Garden for the second time, on
a day she was away, he had walked where she didn’t want anyone to walk.
On his third visit she spotted him and said: “Last time you were here you strayed from the pathways. You
walked where you never should have without being accompanied by the Curator!”
Altrowitz: “She knew of my transgression because of the names I had used in that second story. I believe she
knew the exact location of every blade of grass in that entire garden acreage.”
Other organizations recognized the work being done at the Garden. On October 13, 1956 Martha
Crone received the Bronze Medal for achievement in horticulture from the Minnesota
Horticultural Society at their 90th Annual Meeting. She received their award of merit in 1954.
Clinton Odell was awarded an honor plaque by the Minnesota Conservation Commission, for his
many years service in conservation. It was presented by Mr. Cox, Past State Forester, in behalf of the
Commission during the 1957 Northwest Sportsman's Show.
The founding of the Friends provided another connection to the Garden via membership in a
supporting organization and via its newsletter.

20

The Friends Newsletter
In January 1953 the Friends published the first issue of a four-page newsletter — The Fringed
Gentian™. What to expect in the newsletter was explained by Friends President Clinton Odell this
way:
This is the first issue of our Wild Flower Publication — begun in a small, inexpensive way. Let no one
be misled by its size — good things frequently come in small packages.
Martha Crone, our editor, is a talented writer. One of our Minneapolis newspapers several years ago
ran a number of her contributions to “Museum Notes” on its editorial page. She has also been well
received as a lecturer on wild flowers, having given over thirty talks, before various clubs and
gatherings during the year just past, illustrated by beautiful Kodachrome slides taken by her in the
Wild Flower Garden. In addition to telling you about wild flowers and how to raise them, Mrs.
Crone will write about birds visiting the garden.
You will find nothing herein about business or politics, war or sports — so in your home, read it by
your fireside and become relaxed for a few minutes, in an atmosphere of wild flowers, birds and
Thoreausian beauty. [Full copy appendix 5]

And why that title? - Martha explains:
The Fringed Gentian™ was chosen as the title for this publication because
this flower is considered one of the choicest of American wild flowers.
It was once proposed as our National flower.

In the first issue, as in later issues, Martha wrote about the value of the
Garden:
Thousands of people have enjoyed the facilities of the Wild Flower
Garden, either for pleasure or study. Much remains to be done to fully
develop the garden. It requires sufficient funds, help and material to do
justice to such a unique garden, which is conducted for the preservation
of herbaceous plants, shrubs and trees.

Drawing of the Fringed
Gentian, used as the
masthead logo of the
Friends newsletter.

The value of the work being done in this Wild Flower Garden cannot be too strongly stressed, since
the rapid advance of civilization is causing most of the remaining wild land to disappear. This natural
heritage is worthy of perpetual preservation for the generations to follow. Help us to grow and
prosper by inviting an acquaintance who is interested in wild flowers to membership.

Martha paired the first newsletter with with a wrapper: “The enclosed binder was designed for filing of
issues of our publication for future reference.” During her 20 year tenure as editor she would send out
these binders periodically, each comfortably held 12 issues and each new member received all the
back issues to the date they joined. That alone must have been a time consuming thing to do. The
author knows members who still had those binders 50 years later.
The first issue was a template of what the next 77 issues would look like, except for the presidents
letter and the explanation of why the name was chosen. Martha published and mailed four issues
per year; all four pages, 8-1/2 x 11 inches high, consisting of short articles written by her. A file in
her collection at the Minnesota History Center contains numerous typed or handwritten notes and
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clippings about topics for the newsletter. Often used titles were “Strange as it may seem,” “Did you
know,” and “Bird notes.” These topics were interspersed with short articles about a certain plant,
many times not a wild flower or related to the Garden at all. Articles on gardening tips, seasonal
notes, how to do something, an animal, a book review, and frequently a poem. Repeatedly, but not
repetitiously, she discussed the need for conservation and for saving wild spaces and related the
topic to the importance of the Wild Flower Garden and why it must be maintained. Elections to
the Friends Board at the Annual Meeting were reported. Her most expressive writing, usually the
lead article, was about the changes of the seasons. An example:
Summer is now singings its noon song, as it dreams of timid spring flowers now past. By the middle
of July, midsummer is half-way between the first growth of June and September’s ripening. The
parade of flowers that started in the woods has gradually moved out into the meadows, wood edges
and open upland gardens. The colors deepen under the summer sun after the youth of spring is
done.33

She wrote in 1954 about the newsletter:
This little publication attempts to save you valuable hours and fleeting opportunities by reminding
you from time to time thru out the circle of the year of what is doing in the plant world, lest their
brief period pass before you remember that this is their appointed season. Observation without
records falls short of its possibilities for both value and enjoyment. Field notes made day by day will
prove most valuable and be treasured for the pleasant associations they recall and become precious
heirlooms.34

Articles occasionally were repeated after a separation of several years. Unlike the contents of the
newspaper columns about the Garden, a reader of the newsletter could not expect to learn much
about what was going on in the Garden or with the Friends during the time Martha was editor.
Did she believe that was not the province of the newsletter? Unlike in later newsletters by other
editors, you would need to visit the Garden often or be on the Friends Board of Directors to learn
what current events were. Yes, the Annual Meetings were reported, sometime with some detail, but
often with just the list of officers and Directors. It was after Ken Avery became president in 1966
that names of new members of the Friends were published; those, along with donations and
memorials, a staple of recent issues, were never published during her editorship.
The only Garden activity in the first 20
years reported with some detail in the
newsletter was the establishment of the
Fern Glen late in Martha’s tenure. The
Glen resulted from a gift to the Friends
from the Lake Minnetonka Garden
Club and the Little Minnetonka Garden
Flower Club at the end of 1955. She
wrote briefly about it in 1956 and 1958
and again in 1960, 1961 and 1968 after
retiring as Curator. She wrote nothing
about her retirement as Curator nor
anything about her successor.

The Fern Glen showing stakes marking the initial planting of
ferns. From a Kodachrome by Martha Crone on May 14, 1956.
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An occasional letter of the Friends’ president was published, usually only when one succeeded
another. That changed after Cay Faragher became president in 1968, coinciding with the planning
for the new Garden shelter. Every issue had a note from Mrs. Faragher and after her, future
Friends’ presidents discovered that a willingness to write was not an unacceptable trait.
Martha never included in the newsletter notes on herself or her life inside or outside of the Garden
with one exception. After she sold her property at Cedar Creek Forest to the University of
Minnesota she purchased a cabin on the North Shore of Lake Superior north of Hoveland.35 The
location and beauty of the North Shore prompted a succession of notes over her last years as editor.
The property still belongs to her descendants.
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4
Other Bits from the 1950s
Early Friends Financial Support For the Garden

T

he Friends assumed Clinton Odell’s support payments to the Garden in
1955. The amount was $500 per year, renewed at each Annual Meeting, to
be used as the Park Board saw fit. It was not tied to any specific need.
Martha Crone left no archived documents of having Garden help until the
1946-1949 period, and after 1949 nothing other than occasional assistance until
1954.
The assigned staff after World War II, one or two helpers, is absent from the records by 1950 when
she must have once again worked mostly alone to maintain the Garden. That changed in 1954
when two helpers were again working in the Garden, Ken Avery and Robert Clark. Avery was hired
in 1954 to be Martha Crone’s assistant and he replaced her as Curator in 1959 after she retired.
Clark was there through 1958.
The Friends financial support of $500 per annum continued through 1968. Some specific items for
Garden use were purchased. Martha Crone’s Secretary’s report to the Friends lists some examples.
In 1953 she noted that a mosquito sprayer, various seeds and bulbs and other miscellaneous items
were purchased. These may have been paid from the annual support amount. In 1954 100 feet of
wire mesh was purchased to enclose one of the Garden pools to protect the plants from muskrats.
In the upland the pocket gophers, which had been a scourge, “have been reduced to zero by our method”
but what the method was, or the cost, is unknown.36 In 1955 and 1956 100 aluminum plant
markers were provided. Clinton Odell had usually provided 100 per year since 1946. Books that
were purchased to award one to all new members would have been a separate Friends expense. The
books were Wildlife in Color, 25 copies and Wild Flowers for your Garden, 10 copies.
The $500 dollar contribution, begun by Odell in 1948 does not sound large today, but in terms of
inflation the $10,500 over 21 years is equivalent to $96,000 in 2020 inflated dollars. That number
highlights just how valuable the original $3,000 was that Clinton Odell had authorized in 1944,
now inflated to $44,000 in 2020 dollars. After 1968 the Friends financial support for the Garden
changed from a fixed dollar amount plus incidentals to specific needs. The first need was building
the Garden shelter.

The Plant Collection
The list of plants added to the Garden in the late 1940s and into the 1950s, plants not previously
known in the Garden, is almost devoid of plants native to Minnesota. Existing plant species were
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added to and replaced as necessary but almost everything new was added as an experiment. The
original 1907 petition creating the Garden stated:
We desire to preserve intact all the wild and natural features of the place and to avoid all appearance
of artificial treatment. The only changes would be the thinning out of vegetation where it is necessary
for the well being of the plants, or for the introduction of Minnesota specimens which grow under
similar conditions….The aims of this garden would be to show plants as living things and their
adaptations to their environment, to display in miniature the rich and varied flora of Minnesota.
[Emphasis added] [Petition in appendix 6]

Eloise Butler wrote in her 1926 history:
It was planned from the beginning to make the garden a living museum of the flora of Minnesota
and to preserve strictly the wild appearance of the place. There were to be no formal beds. Plants
were to be allowed to grow according to their own sweet will and not as humans might wish them to
grow, and without any restraint except what could be essential for health and mutual well-being.

Eloise immediately expanded that plan to include plants which grew in similar habitats to that of
Minnesota but were never found here in the wild. She imported plants, both native to other parts
of North America and introduced from elsewhere in the world. Therefore, Martha Crone had a
precedent set for her and in her last years as Curator she abandoned restraint. Over 100 species of
plants never found in Minnesota were brought in during these years. She wrote in the January 1954
issue of The Fringed Gentian™ that non-native plants were used “to make the Garden interesting and
more attractive to visitors.”
Other departures from the original Garden plan
of avoiding “all appearance of artificial treatment”
and “preserving strictly the wild appearance of the
place” were the massed plantings. There was one
massed planting in Eloise Butler’s Garden and it
was a natural feature — the incredible northeast
facing hillside of Interrupted Fern. Eloise Butler
wrote of it in 1915: “Indeed, the most spectacular
feature of the garden is a hillside densely clothed with
the Interrupted Fern.” Martha Crone planted
purposely for the massed effect. There were
extensive beds of Large-flowered Trillium, of
Hepatica, of Prairie Violet, of Lupine. Clinton
Odell was quoted as saying “New specimens are
planted in beds so they won’t be crowded out by the
grass.”37 Crone wrote in 1945 that “Numerous
mass plantings have been established along the trails,
permitting easy access and giving the best effect.”38

The hillside of Interrupted Fern in 1913, from The
Bellman.
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Examples of the types of non-native plants brought in during the 1950s and the sources are:
Western dry prairie plants from Frank Rose in Montana:
Mimulus lewsii, Purple Monkey Flower.
Polystichum munitum, Western Sword Fern.
Lewisia minima [Lewisia pygmaea] Alpine Lewisia, bulbs.
Linum lewsii, Lewis Flax.
South eastern U.S. plants from The Three Laurels in Marshall NC such as:
Ailanthus glandulosa, Tree of Heaven.
Clintonia umbellulata, White Clintonia.
Disporum lanuginosum, Yellow Fairybells.
Liriodendron tulipifera, Tulip Tree.
Passiflora incarnata, Purple Passionflower.
From Robbins Blue Ridge Nursery in Ashford NC:
Liquidambar styraciflua, Sweetgum.
Iris verna, Dwarf Blue Iris.
Clematis crispa, Swamp Leather Flower.
Rock Garden plants from Claude Barr, Southwick, S. Dakota:
Actinea simplex [Tetraneuris acaulis] Stemless Four-nerve Daisy.
Bellis integrifolia [Astranthium integrifolium subsp. integrifolium] Entireleaf Western Daisy.
Penstemon eriantherus, Fuzzytongue Penstemon.
Phlox alyssifolia, Alyssumleaf Phlox.
Leucocrinum montanum, Common Starlily.
Oenothera brachycarpa, Shortfruit Evening Primrose.
This all came to end when Ken Avery assumed duties.
From the logs of her planting activities Crone included in her last Annual Report to the Park
Superintendent “During the last 12 years a total of 40,999 plants have been added to the Garden.”39 Of
that number 2,844 were ferns for the new Fern Glen. The 12-year count was largely due to the spurt
of planting in the upland garden in the four year period following the end of WWII. In those first
three years of 1946-1948, 25,168 plants were put it. The peak year after the Friends formation was
1956 with 4,509 plants when she had two helpers.
Kenneth Avery, taking over as Curator in 1959, followed a different path in selecting plants. He
wrote in his annual report to the Board of Park Commissioners that as 1959 “was my first opportunity
to place an order, I concentrated upon replacing those plants that had been destroyed during the winter.
However, I also planted some species which I believe should be represented in the Reserve but were not growing
there at that time.” His list included only natives to the state.
In that comment, Avery, like Martha Crone before him, brings up the need for periodic
replacement of existing species, this time due to the effects of weather. He also explained in the
report propagation from existing plants:
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The number of plants we obtained this way [outside sourcing] was dwarfed by the number we planted
from our own material. These were propagated both by seed and by separating clumps of perennials,
some of which had become so crowded that they had stopped blooming completely. It appears
possible to increase some of our finest materials in this way. I intend to take full advantage of this in
the future.

The winter conditions he mentioned were repeated by Martha Crone in her 1959 Secretary’s
Report to the Friends:
A difficult year was ahead considering the severe blow dealt the Garden due to weather conditions of
the previous year. Lack of moisture during the summer and a cold snow-less winter. Great damage is
to be expected which will take a number of years to remedy. These are the ups and downs the Garden
meets occasionally. Here is a splendid opportunity for Friends of the Wild Flower Garden to help.40

Other Garden Events of the 1950s
By 1954 the dam across the water channel in the back of the wetland was in serious need of repair
causing damage to the tarvia path outside the Garden. This dam, made of concrete, was completed
in May 1917 by Eloise Butler, replacing an earthen dam Eloise had erected earlier to create a small
open pool at that end of the Garden. Martha noted having much trouble with muskrats, rabbits
and pocket gophers that same year. Everyone from Eloise Butler to Cary George in the 1990’s had
trouble with muskrats. The dam was still not fixed in 1955. It is unclear if it was ever fixed of if the
“crumbling concrete dam” of 1991 was still un-repaired since 1954. [see chapter 15]
In March 1955 vandals broke into the Garden office by breaking a window on the north side,
cutting the wire that protected the window, and scattering Martha Crone’s rock collection, some of
which she found outside the office and in the wetland.41
In May 1955 Friends members received an invitation from Clinton Odell and Dorothy Binder for
the first annual picnic and get-together held on Saturday May 14. Lunch was provided by the
Friends and served at the Park Board shelter across the avenue from Wirth Beach. Following lunch,
Martha Crone gave a tour of the Garden.
Martha usually placed requests with various Park Board supervisors for additions or changes to the
facilities. She went right to the upper echelons in her 1955 report to the Board of Park
Commissions with this request: “The Comfort Station facilities of the garden have been most deplorable for
many years, becoming more so with the ever increasing attendance. The situation has been looked over and it is
earnestly hoped that it will be improved this season.” The “facilities” were what Ken Avery later referred
to as “the hole in the ground variety.” Chemical toilets were installed in 1961. Back in 1951 Martha had
requested a telephone for the Garden office. She repeated the request in 1956 and it finally arrived
in 1957.
During the summer of 1957, just outside the Garden, the Park Board built a water diversion
pipeline that ran from Bassett’s Creek to Brownie Lake and was to be used to add water to the
Chain of Lakes when necessary. Pumping began immediately in 1958. The line bisects that boggy
area between the picnic grounds and the north side of the Garden, then follows a pathway toward
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Birch Pond on the west side the Garden. The current gravel path through that boggy area is on top
of that pipeline. The path was put in during the winter of 1975 when crews had to get heavy
equipment in to remove diseased American Elms. This boggy area was Eloise Butler’s old north
meadow containing the Mallard Pool, described in Chapter 1.

Changes in Leadership
On the 4th of June 1958, Friends founder Clinton M. Odell passed away. Vice President Dorothy
Binder wrote the following:
With the death of Mr. Clinton M. Odell June 4th at the age of 80, the Friends of the Wild Flower
Garden have lost their founder, their president and their most devoted and enthusiastic member.
All his life Mr. Odell had been concerned with conservation. He was awarded the plaque of the
Minnesota Conservation Commission, April 1957, in recognition of his many contributions. His
interest in the Wild Flower Garden began in his high school days for Eloise Butler was his botany
teacher.
For many years Mr. Odell contributed privately to the Park Board's limited funds for maintenance of
the garden. He was responsible for development of the Upper Garden, for the fence surrounding this
garden and for the employment of extra manpower. Often Mr. Odell could be found in the Wild
Flower Garden in his spare time digging weeds and helping Mrs. Crone the Curator with new
plantings. He preferred this to playing golf with his friends.
With the future of the garden in mind Mr. Odell was instrumental in organizing the Friends of the
Wild Flower Garden in the summer of 1952. He was its president until his death. It was his dearest
wish that the Friends would guarantee the continuance of the Garden in the event of his death.
Membership fees and donations would supplement the allocations of the Park Board and would
continue the unique contribution the Wild Flower Garden makes to Minneapolis.
The future of the Wild Flower Garden now lies with the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden. The
memorial which would mean most to the man who gave so much of this time, his devotion and his
money to the development of the Wild Flower Garden as a sanctuary and an educational project for
Minneapolis is its continuance. Two or three years of neglect because of insufficient maintenance
and the garden would be an overgrown mass of weeds, its significance lost, the labor of years
destroyed. The challenge now lies with us.42

Clinton and Amy Odell, surrounded by
family on their 50th wedding
anniversary.Left to right: Allen Odell
(eldest son) and spouse Grace;
Raymond N. Beim and spouse Moana
Odell Beim; Amy and Clinton Odell;
Barbara Odell Coleman and spouse
James; Betty Odell; Leonard Odell
(Photo courtesy Odell Family)

29

Dorothy Binder’s letter highlights the specter of “insufficient maintenance” and continuity which was
Clinton Odell’s principal cause for forming the Friends. There was one historical instance that
justified this specter but it may have been unknown to Odell or Martha Crone or to the Friends at
the time. This was the wild garden in New Brunswick belonging to George Upham Hay
(1843-1913), started in 1899, that had more than 500 species of flowering plants native to New
Brunswick. Eloise Butler visited that Garden in 1908, having held the belief that her Garden in
Glenwood Park was an original idea. The concept of what plants to collect and why was the same
but Hay’s garden was a private garden dedicated to study, not open to the public for general viewing
of plants. When Hay died his garden gradually disappeared as he left no provision for its
maintenance or continuance and today there is no trace of it.
Another change at end of 1958 was the retirement of Martha Crone as
Garden Curator. As editor of The Fringes Gentian™ she made no
mention of it in the fall 1958 issue, nor anything about her successor. In
her report to the Park Board, she noted giving 13 illustrated slide
lectures to clubs, garden groups, school groups and others. She
acknowledged the passing of Clinton Odell and the contributions of
The Friends to the Garden but she made no mention of retiring —
presumably it was well known to them.43 She had been Curator for 26
years and had helped Eloise Butler for 15 years prior to that. Now she
would devote all her energies to the Friends.
Martha Crone, ca. 1953.
Photo Martha Crone
Collection, MHS.

Changes in Friends leadership took place at the Annual Meeting held
on January 6, 1959 at the Walker Art Institute. Dorothy Binder moved
into the president position and Leonard Ramberg into the vicepresidency as Donald Dayton left the Board at the end of 1958. Prior to this time the only changes
to the Board were the addition of four new Directors — Earle Brown and Edda Tolg in 1953 and
Elizabeth Carpenter and Carl W. Rawson in 1954. In 1955 Martha Crone took on the treasurer
duties from Leonard Ramberg, otherwise, officer positions had been unchanged.
In 1959 a memorial for Clinton Odell was placed on the central
hill of the Upland Garden. Martha Crone purchased a memorial
“settee” from the Mankato Stone Company with funds
contributed by herself and 11 other friends of Clinton Odell.
The bench, of native Mankato Dolomite, with memorial plaque,
sits near a fountain of later date, close to a large White Oak tree
on the Garden’s highest point, overlooking the entire area.
Contributors to the Odell Bench were: Elizabeth Carpenter, John
T. Magaw, Edda Tolg, Dorothy Binder, Wm. H. Hale, Mr. & Mrs.
R. Leuthold, Mrs. C. S. Hoyt, George Luxton, Earle Brown, Mr.
R. E. Cole, Mr. S. W. Dwinnell, Martha Crone.

Dedication of the memorial bench
for Clinton Odell. Minneapolis
Tribune photo.

The dedication was reported in the Minneapolis Tribune on June
14, so it was presumably held just a day or two prior. Friend's
President Dorothy Binder was quoted, speaking of Clinton
Odell, that he “put a good deal of his personal fortune and a lot of toil
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into the garden. He was out there digging and pulling weeds on week-ends when other people were playing golf.”
The article gave a brief history of the Friends and of the Garden.
As the new person in charge of the Garden in 1959, Ken Avery was
highlighted in the Minneapolis Star newspaper's column “Town Toppers.” A
frequent reader of that column was a U. S. Senator from Minnesota.
Hubert Humphrey sent Ken a letter in reference to the column. The Senator
wrote:
This is just a personal note to wish you well. Also I thought you might
like an extra copy of the article for your family's scrapbook. If there is
any way I can be of assistance to you, please do not hesitate to call on
me.

Ken Avery, pictured in
Town Toppers, April 24,
1959

End Note to the 1950s
With the exception of Donald Dayton leaving the Board of Directors and the death of Clinton
Odell, there was continuity into the 1960s but the only one remaining who knew Eloise Butler was
Martha Crone. At the Board of Park Commissioners, Charles Doell resigned in 1959 as
Superintendent, with Howard Moore replacing him. Here another chain is broken. Those
Superintendents who knew Eloise Butler and worked with Martha Crone during her tenure,
Wirth, Bossen, Doell, were now all off the set. The stage was now set for the next act — A new
Superintendent, a new Garden Curator, many changes to the Friends Board of Directors and the
build-up to the Friends first major project — the new Garden Visitor’s Shelter.
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5
The Friends Board in the 1960s
New People

T

hree new Directors joined the Friends Board on
January 5, 1960. Meeting at Dorothy Binder’s home,
Walter Lehnert, Russell Nye and Leonard Odell are
elected. Mr. Lehnert would have a long association with the
Friend’s Board as would Leonard Odell who was the son of
Clinton M. Odell.
Dorothy Binder wanted to try something new. The Board had considered
“methods of bringing our membership together to make them more aware of their
usefulness.” She outlined a plan for a day of conducted member tours in
the Garden and each member needed to bring along a potential new
member. The outing was held on May 14th with great success and 24 new
members were signed.44

Walter Lehnert in his
garden where he grew
many wild flowers and
shrubs from seed. Photo
Minneapolis Tribune.

“Make them aware of their usefulness” was a step upward from Martha Crone’s statement in her
membership letter that said we “will not require you to perform any duties other than to enjoy the
facilities.” At the 1961 Annual Meeting eight new Directors brought the Board up to 18 members.
Of Note: Kenneth Avery, the Garden Curator is elected for the first
time as are Minneapolis poet Betty Bridgman, and bird expert
Whitney Eastman. Betty Bridgman will appear many times in this
history. Mr. Eastman, one of the foremost amateur ornithologists in
the nation, had been familiar with the Garden as far back as 1940
when he moved to Minneapolis. He made his first appearance in our
records in 1941. Mrs. Robert Strange was another new Director. She
would become President in 1965 and then leave the Board after that
year and unfortunately we do not have any document to know her
philosophy.
Whitney Eastman in 1957.
Minneapolis Tribune photo.

The 1960 “members plus a friend” Garden tour was repeated in May
1962. May weather was wet with the exception of May 12, the day of the tour. Although the early
flowers were past, the Trilliums, Marsh Marigolds, Blue-bells, Foam-flowers, Jacob’s Ladder, Spring
Beauty, Blue Phlox, Columbine, and Ostrich ferns, already five feet high, were all very good.
Martha Crone reported that:
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The tour was well attended, many coming from great distances. The weather was ideal and many
flowers were in bloom. such a tour greatly serves to acquaint the members and friends with the
value of the Garden.45

The tour was repeated in 1963 on May 11th, but the weather was cold and rainy and attendance was
light but the 1964 tour was on a perfect day and Martha Crone wrote “Many hours were spent by many
in this picturesque wooded area, in admiration of the attractive natural arrangement.”46
The 1963 Annual Meeting was held at the Walker Art Center. One new Director was added who
would later be deeply involved with the Garden shelter project — Alvin Witt.
He was a member of a family that owned and operated Witt’s Markets which
were forerunners of the supermarkets we know today. Dorothy Binder
remained on the Board but stepped down as president in favor of Walter
Lehnert who appealed to members to let he or Martha Crone know about
any native location about to be “worked” so that native plants could be
salvaged. He wrote: “Only in sanctuaries such as Eloise Butler Wild Flower Garden
and in bits of untillable land here and there, have they been able to survive.”
Lehnert’s entire backyard at his Edina house was filled with wild flowering
Alvin Witt. Photo
Minneapolis Tribune.
forbs and shrubs that he had grown from seed.
The Friends ended 1963 with 190 paid members, up from 166. One reason for the increase was the
number of new members recruited by new Board member Betty Bridgman who sent out over 400
letters explaining the Friends' purpose to groups and individuals in her local area.47
The 1965 Annual Meeting was held March 8th at the Minneapolis Public Library. Mrs. Robert
Strange was elected President. An important agenda item was a discussion of what the title of the
person in charge of the Garden should be. The Park Board dropped the title of “curator” and
assigned Ken Avery the title of “Gardener II.”48 This was a lingering irritation to Ken which he
resurrected in his comments in 1980 and when he retired in 1986. With this change in position
name, 1965 was the last year for any “Reports to the Park Board of Commissioners” from the
Garden. Perhaps Gardener's were not to do that.
In 1965 $500 was donated to the Park Board as was custom and a plant and insect sprayer — a backpack type mist blower — was purchased, which Ken Avery needed and he expected “to give it a good
deal of use.”49
In 1966 for the second and last time the Garden Curator/Gardener is elected an officer of the
Friends. Ken Avery is elected President at the Annual Meeting held in the Garden for the first
time, on Saturday May 21, 1966. Avery requested the move. Martha Crone was obviously thrilled
with the location as she wrote in the newsletter:
The setting was a never-to-be-forgotten scene, with trilliums, mertensia, and numerous spring flowers
blooming all around the group gathered outside the little office. Birds coming to the feeder overhead
and the singing of the lovely Rose-breasted Grosbeak added to the enjoyment.50
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An aside: An extended story about two Friends members of this time period.
In 1967 Goodrich and Louise Lowry joined the Friends. He had just retired as chairman of
Northwest Bank Corp and was forming the Metropolitan Nature Centers Corporation, the
goal of which was to raise money to build and operate nature centers in the area’s regional
parks. Once staffed and operational they would be turned over the park district. There were
only two such nature centers at the time and both were in private hands - Warner in
Washington County and Dodge in Dakota County. Lowry believed that for children and
their teachers to learn about nature and the environment they needed to have a place to
learn and to be out in it — a belief the Friends hold as well. Both Lowry and Whitney
Eastman and their wives were involved with National Audubon, both worked on numerous
civic functions and one must believe that it was Friends Director Eastman who introduced
Lowry to the Friends.
Lowry asked Eastman to chair the fund raising committee for the new corporation. The first
project was to build a nature center in the new Carver Park Reserve. The goal was one half
million dollars. The committee raised that in six months and construction began but the
money kept coming in. Additional fund raising led to building the Hyland Lake Nature
Center. With $40,000 still leftover, the Corporation asked the Hennepin County Park
Reserve District which had taken over the nature centers as planned, that if they had more
funds could a center be built at Elm Creek? It was raised, the center built, and later on
Eastman’s 85th birthday in 1973, the District voted to name the Elm Creek center after
Eastman. The Carver center had already been named for Lowry.
Goodrich Lowry passed away in 1988 but Louise remained a member of the Friends until
her death in 2002. What these two Friends members saw as the purpose for founding those
nature centers, is an historical compliment to the program the Friends instituted in 2009 of
funding transportation for Minneapolis school children and their teachers to come to the
Garden.

The weather was cold and drizzly for the Friends Annual Meeting on May 18,
1968, so the meeting was held inside the Garden office with the stove going.
The Friends Board gained one new member at that meeting and an important
one it was — Catherine Faragher was elected President. Somewhat later in the
year three others joined the Board — Harry Thorn, Wilber Tusler and Robert
Dassett. All would be involved with the first major project for the Garden
funded by the Friends — the new shelter and office. For the final time, an
annual donation to the Park Board of $500 was approved. After this Parks
Superintendent Robert Ruhe, suggested that further Friends donations
should go to a savings account “as a nucleus for an adequate building which was so
badly needed. It seems due to a number of circumstances we never got to that point
until at this time when the occasion arose and if we all pull together we should finally
realize this dream.”51
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Cay Faragher, 1959.
Minneapolis Tribune
photo.

1969 brought a major turnover of the Board of Directors. Was it time to move on? Was the forward
motion of the Friends going smoothly and time to make way for others? Had the Board gotten too
large? With the three that joined after the 1968 Annual Meeting the Board now had 21 names —
perhaps too many. Ten Directors did not stand for election. Philosophers of meeting theory
proclaim that best results are obtained from committee and board meetings by following the onejury rule. When important topics have to be decided upon (and why else do boards and committees
meet?) 12 people is about right. More people add voices but not value and fewer people provide less
diverse views. This standard has been largely followed since the time of Henry II in 12th century
England when juries were becoming standard for disputes.
Several departures from the Board should be noted. Russell Bennett, a founding member, retired as
did Minnesota Artist Carl W. Rawson, who had joined in 1954, and Ebba Tolg who had joined in
1953 and was vice-president 1962 through 1965. Walter Lehnert who had been president 1962
through 1964 stepped down, but he would return in 1975. Whitney Eastman must also be
mentioned. We do not know how much he contributed to the
fund raising effort for the new shelter project but his new role
with the Metropolitan Nature Centers Corporation that
began in 1967 may have had much demands on his time.
Departing from the membership was one of the Friends
staunch supporters who truly believed in wild flower gardens.
Grace Bliss Dayton passed away on April 1, 1966. Martha
Crone noted that “Her interest and enthusiasm in furthering the
garden for so many years will be greatly missed.” Her son Donald
was a founding Director of the Friends.
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Grace Bliss Dayton with husband
George shown here at a charity function
on Feb. 8, 1936. Photo courtesy MHS.

6
The Garden in the 1960s

A

s 1960 began with Ken Avery in his second year in charge of the Garden he
found that the weather during the past winter had created problems similar
to the year prior. Extensive losses to the Trilliums needed to be replaced.
Martha Crone noted the loss in her annual secretary’s report.
Kens assistants that year were Sam Baker and Ed Bruckelmyer. Sam renovated Violet Path and the
large Bird’s-foot Violet bed in the Upland was redone. Martha’s report included “Practically all of
Violet Path has been redone as well as the large Bird's-foot Violet bed in the upper garden. Several other beds
were established. Perhaps it is difficult to understand that compact beds of wild flowers soon are run out by
more aggressive plants, therefore have to be replanted.” Here lingers the “mass planting” concept from her
earlier years.
Garden work included increasing the Fern Glen plantings to 3,094 ferns. Wood chips were
introduced to cover the paths in the Garden, paths that were muddy and slippery in wet weather.
Ken was OK with the previous use of pea gravel by Martha Crone but in dry weather it would roll
and was just as dangerous as mud. Esthetically, chips from tree trimming were in harmony with the
place.52 Most of these chips were from dead elm trees and years later Ken's successor, Cary George,
replaced elm with cedar shavings which absorbed a bit of moisture and stayed put, whereas the elm
had a tendency to float around in wet weather. Cedar shavings came from the trimming of utility
poles.
Memorials for Clinton Odell in the Garden had one more addition. During the summer a pair of
Kasota Limestone benches were placed near the bird feeders by the Garden Office. They replaced a
pair of wooden "settees" that were situated there since the 1930s. Today this placement is just off
the south edge of patio area in front of the newer Martha E. Crone Shelter. The old office sat in
the space now taken by the flat patio area. The benches were presented by Odell’s daughter, Moana.
(Mrs. Raymond Beim), in honor of her father.
The inscription on the dedication plaque reads:
In loving memory of my father, Clinton M.
Odell devoted patron of this sanctuary.
M.O.B.

A bird bath of similar stone was added later in
1967, between the two benches, in honor of
Amy Odell, Moana’s mother, who passed away
on December 7, 1966.

The Odell benches and bird bath near the Crone Shelter.
Photo G. D. Bebeau.
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Notable Work in the Garden
During the summer of 1961 Ken Avery worked re-digging the smaller pools in the wetland area.
These were the three small pools of open water maintained in the center of the wetland for the
pleasant effect of calm water and as a habitat for specific aquatic plants. The other larger pool that
Eloise Butler had created was near the north fence. The small pools had silted in such that Ken
reported one pool had a depth of only three inches. These three small pools where originally dug
out in 1946/1947 under the supervision of Curator Martha Crone, following the creation of a new
trail through the wetland in 1946 — basically, Lady’s-slipper Lane that exists today. She enlarged the
pools in 1948.53 Martha Crone’s 1952 map in Chapter 3 shows the location of these pools.
Ken and assistant Ed Bruckelmyer removed swamp grass
and dug them out to a depth of 18 inches. The pools were
not connected and if rainfall was insufficient, the pools
could be filled with a hose run from the city water supply in
the Upland Garden, one pool at a time. When Ken and Ed
dug out the pools they created a channel from one to the
other so that filling one would cause the others to fill also.
Ken requested that water lines be run down to the lower
garden in his 1960 report to the Park Commissioners and
Martha Crone repeated the request in 1962, but it was
Ken Avery (l) and Ed Bruckelmyer
1964 before approval came. The “approval” was to add a
Photo courtesy Muriel Avery.
considerable amount of flexible black pipe to extend the
Garden watering system down to the woodland. Those pipes were still around in the 1st decade of
the 21st century.
By 1965 the small pools were again silted in, now only 6 inches deep, so Ken and Ed dug them out
again, this time to a depth of two feet. But by then they had installed the water supply lines into the
lower Garden so if a hose was needed, it was closer to hand.
In 1956 Martha Crone had requested new toilets, writing “The Comfort Station facilities of the garden
have been most deplorable for many years.” In the summer of 1961 they were replaced by chemical
toilets of which Ken Avery wrote “I think it is a significant improvement.”54 In 1973 the existing
restroom structure was built with funding help from the Friends.
In 1962 the Garden acquired a 36 inch rotary mower and had a trailer made for it to pull. Ken used
this to cut parts of the upland Garden. Mowers in later years vanished from the Garden, but before
the use of fire to control aggressive prairie shrubs and grasses, the area was mowed, sometimes even
in the summer months in areas where the grass was thick. Mowers would resurface in the 21st
century when contractors doing prairie restoration work funded by the Friends made use of them
to quickly cut down swaths of invasive shrubbery.
Fencing in the form of path markers was a project in 1963. Ken Avery made many variations in
fencings over time but his method for that season was to replace old low fencing along the paths,
swapping out wooden posts with twine between them to steel posts with plastic line. The new
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method would save effort of replacing posts every few years and
the twine every year.55 This was an interesting experiment
because years later he would revert to wood posts and rope in
some places and no fencing in most places. Steel he later
realized was just not pastoral enough. Nothing lasts forever and
the photo at right, from 1992, shows how deteriorated the
wood posts with rope could look years later.

Old posts at shelter entrance 1992
Photo G. D. Bebeau.

Below: The Upland Garden in winter 1961.
North is up in the photo. Many of the present day paths are visible including the west loop path branching off from
the entrance at lower left. Further up the entrance path, the branch going to the right and following the fence line was
abandoned in later years as was the loop path that extends from that and goes toward the back fence.. The new Fern
Glen is in the upper right corner. The 1959 Odell bench is barely visible on central hill. There is no path connection
to the lower Garden as this time except at the entrance. A number of the Oaks in the upper left corner of the upland
addition died from Oak Wilt in future years. Photo: University of Minnesota.
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The Expansion of the Garden Area
In late summer 1964 the Park Board expanded the area cared for by the Garden staff to include
parkland outside of the fenced area of the Garden. This new area was the surrounding wild area
west to the Parkway, northwest to Glenwood Avenue and northeast to the picnic grounds. Ken was
in favor of this change. In fact he considered it an important milestone —
. . . one rivaling, if not exceeding, in importance that of the
addition of the Prairie Garden in 1944.
This quadrupled the area we have to work with and makes it
possible to treat the entire area as one integrated unit. We of the
Wild Flower Garden are eager to assume this task . . . we have
always felt that the chief value of this area was for the study and
appreciation of nature. Now that the Board has passed the motion
dedicating it to this end, we are planning to adjust all maintenance
activities toward this goal. It will not require any great change but
just that all activities be paced to show greater respect for the
ecological relationship of the area and to exploit all of its
possibilities as a natural area.56

Martha Crone wrote this about it:

The 1964 expanded area of
control for the Garden is
outlined in gray.

The Garden has existed for many years and is prospering and with
combined efforts can be further developed. The time to preserve
this bit of remaining wilderness is now or it would be gone forever.
If we fail to secure these natural features and suffer them to be destroyed, no power on earth can
restore them. Conservation cannot take a holiday. It is too vital an issue. We have every reason to be
proud of this little section set aside to show in years to come what our native area looked like. It is
only fitting that we should increase our efforts toward bigger and better accomplishments.57

What was not mentioned in the written words of either Avery or Crone is that a good part of this
newly added area, especially the part “northeast to the picnic ground,” is that this was part of the
Garden in Eloise Butler’s time and was abandoned by Martha Crone and Clinton Odell in the
1940s. That area contained Eloise Butler’s Mallard Pool and was the prime place where she
established orchids. Just as well it went unmentioned because shortly thereafter there was a
reduction in help available to the Garden and little was ever done in the expanded area, other than
caring for a few of the large trees and removing dead elms after Dutch Elm disease struck.
If the Garden could be made larger then it could also be made busier because in the opinion of one
newspaper columnist — it was too quiet! Jim Kimball writing in the Minneapolis Tribune on June 25
1964 said:
Most Minneapolitans have not seen the most relaxing and one of the most beautiful parts of their
city's parks - the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden in Theodore Wirth park...When you climb to the
high point it is startling to see the Minneapolis skyline so close at hand. It also is a place where one
can sit and be satisfied with the world and all that is in it. But somehow I was not satisfied. Not
satisfied because more people should be enjoying it.
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He spoke of Ken Avery who “seems to have a genuine feeling for the place . . . His ambition is to have a
little bit of wilderness where people can come and in serenity, enjoy the plants, birds and wildlife.” Then
Kimball goes on to say that there is plenty of room to expand the garden, make room for more
trails, etc. It needed more experts - botanists, ecologists — to do it better and bring in more people.
“Certainly in our metropolitan area there is ample biological talent to provide leadership in making the garden
even more beautiful . . . It is a thing of beauty. It could be much larger and it could be the most unusual and
beautiful feature of the Minneapolis Park system.” One wonders what Ken Avery, who had given
Kimball a walk-around, thought of all that?

Problems and New Practices
In his annual report for 1964 Avery requested a second time that a mail station be erected for the
Garden. There was not a postal address, or mail box for Garden mail to be delivered at, so mail
ended up in various places such as the Park Board Office and the Golf Course Chalet in Wirth
Park and was thus extremely delayed. Ken commented once:
Last spring when one of my assistants was golfing he visited the Chalet at Wirth Golf Course and
while he was there one of the attendants remembered that some mail addressed to the Garden had
been delivered there at the Chalet. He looked through the desk and found what he hoped was all of
it. Some of it had been delivered a couple of months earlier and required answers. Then about a
month ago my assistant again visited the Chalet and again they remembered that they had some mail
for us. One of the letters was mailed last spring requesting information on the possibility of a
conducted tour of the Garden last June. Needless to say the only answer I could send now was one of
apology.58

He went on to conclude that future incidents would only lead to a very poor public image. The
Garden never did get a mail box.
In 1965 Ken instituted a new cultural practice. He did his first spring burn of the prairie area. The
buildup of grasses and woody plants in previous years was laboriously cut with a mower. Periodic
burns of prairie areas remove thatch buildup, unwanted woody plants and provide the conditions
for certain seeds to sprout and certain perennial plants to vigorously rejuvenate. Periodic burns
continue to the present day.
Occasionally the effects of weather are noted in Garden logs and reports. On Wednesday April 11,
1962, for the first time in his experience, Ken Avery had to close the Garden due to weather. A
blizzard made the garden road impassable, but he opened the next day and by the weekend things
were more normal. Closings or late openings were infrequent during his remaining tenure, only two
are noted — 1975 and 1983.
In 1967 he wrote:
It has been a year of most unusual weather. A late, cold spring following the heavy snowfalls in
February. Then the devastating tornado in June. Although the tornado did great damage in this
area, the Wild Flower Garden was spared much destruction having only slight damage. More than
2,000 trees were uprooted on streets and lawns. These were removed as quickly as possible to avoid
any possible spread of Dutch Elm disease. Plants were stripped of their foliage by the heavy hail. In
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spite of these upsets, the autumn has been beautiful with many plants blooming after recovering
from the early damage.59

Visitors to the Garden
Martha Crone always gave tours and talks to groups visiting the Garden and after 1946 she reported
on her estimate of how many visitors there were. Some of those visitors were groups of young
people. The importance of children visiting the Garden is a theme that weaves through comments
from the Curators and others over many years and remains a focus of the Garden and the Friends.
Crone wrote in 1938:
Among the large groups conducted thru the Reserve were the daily bus loads of children from the
public schools under the supervision of Mr. Minty of the Board of Education. The object of these
tours was that with the instruction of children in nature study, sure results can be reached in social
betterment, and that an early implanted knowledge and love of birds, flowers and nature in general
are the most potent factors in making useful citizens.60

Ken Avery reported in 1961 that approximately 100,000 people visited the Garden and he noted
this to emphasize that the Garden was being used to near capacity.
On a busy Sunday the cars do not only fill our parking lot and the parking area at the spring, but also
fill the parking area by Birch Pond and even line the road to the main Parkway.
Actually the number of people using the Garden is not nearly as important as the type of use the
Garden receives. In the spring and fall teachers from schools from all parts of the state visit the
Garden with classes from kindergarten through college. In the hours between school and closing,
groups of Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, etc., make use of the Garden for their nature study. The garden
clubs that visit the other gardens visit us too, but our educational service is unique among the
gardens. We also provide one of the few places where someone who does not have a car can find
some of the forest birds, or for that matter find a little peace and quiet.61

Two years later and twenty-five years after Martha Crone’s 1938
comments he would report:
In the past year the Minneapolis Schools in particular, have made
greater use of the area as a living museum of our native flora and
fauna. I was asked to give tours to 27 grade school classes as well as 7
women’s clubs and many Scouts, Brownies, etc.

In 1965 he reported that “2,000 people in 95 organized groups visited the
Garden on conducted tours. The greater of this, 1,700 (71 groups), were
grade school classes but they also included high school, adult, and nonacademic children’s groups as well.”62
In 1967 the number of groups coming would be so large that Ken
would report overload with the note that:
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School class at the Garden July
22, 1966. Photo - Ben Kern
Star Tribune

110 groups visited the Garden with the greatest number being grade school, 3rd grade and up. The
rest were Brownies, Bluebirds, Scouts, Garden Clubs, Kindergarten Classes, High School and College
Classes.63

Were Crone’s and Avery’s estimates of attendance greatly over-estimated? Not the visitor group
numbers, but the large visitor counts that both reported to the Board of Park Commissioners.
Following the change in superintendents after 1945, this reporting started in 1947, when Crone
gave a count of 38,000. This number increased year after year until it reached 150,000 in Ken
Avery’s last reports. We cannot know the validity of the numbers but Crone and Avery could not
possibly had the time to closely monitor visitor counts. Certainly the increased publicity about the
Garden after WW II raised awareness and visitor counts but I contrast this with a comment Ken
Avery made to reporter Jo-ann Rice of the Golden Valley Sun on June 7, 1972 about how lonely he
felt in his first years in the Garden: “I'd hear the gate clank open and would practically run out to shake
the visitor's hand.” We must assume that these numbers are estimates on the high side of what
actually happened and each subsequent year had a perceived inflationary increase. When Avery
retired there were no further reports published of visitor counts and when that resumed in last
years of this history they were nowhere close to such high numbers. Frequent visitors to the
Garden, such as myself, would in the 1980s and later would find plenty of peace and solitude, as
did Jim Kimball in 1964 when 150,000 visitors were reported.
The entrance road to the Garden parking lot, which was closed all winter, was discovered as a hill
for skiing in the 1960s. Ken’s concerns generated by skiers will appear in the 1970s section. Some
of the summer visitors to the area of the Garden were not welcomed with open arms. Ken Avery
termed them “undesirables.” His main problem was twofold: 1) the parking lot at the bottom of the
entry drive to the Garden that was located to serve the Great Medicine Spring visitors and 2)
motorcycles. Ken explains these issues:
The lot [for the spring] will only hold two or three cars but is rather secluded and a high percentage
of those using it seem to be “undesirables” - we remove more beer cans, wine bottles, etc. from this
area than we do from our larger parking lot.

He requested that the area be closed to parking. The spring was frequently dry so few water
enthusiasts used the lot. This problem would not go away until the lot was actually closed in the
mid-2000s.
The second and more urgent problem is that of motorcycles on the foot paths in the area. I am sure
that on some of the nicer Sundays last spring as many as 50 would race through the park. They
would go through in packs of a dozen or more scaring any living thing in their proximity and driving
all peace and quiet out before them. I feel that if something isn’t done soon they will make the park
of little use to anyone who isn’t on a motorcycle.64

He offered some suggestions such as placing posts with cables between to prevent them from leaving
the paved roads.
Some desirable visitors came in 1967. Crone:
This Wild Flower Reserve has drawn thousands of visitors from all over the nation as well as abroad.
Among them this past summer were distinguished world-famous actress Dame Sybil Thorndike and
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actor Sir Lewis Casson of London, England. They were accompanied by their daughter, Mrs. Douglas
Campbell of the Guthrie Theatre, Minneapolis, and Lady Judith Guthrie, wife of Sir Tyrone
Guthrie. They were conducted by our member, Mrs. Clarence Tolg. They enjoyed this place of
natural beauty and tranquility.65

Plant Notes
The Friends Board became more interested over the years in what type of plants were in the
Garden. In 1962 Ken Avery changed the philosophy that had prevailed since Eloise Butler — which
was that the Garden should try to have plants suitable for this climate, not just plants native to the
state as was the original intention for the Garden. The first Avery change was subtle. He wrote I
have continued my policy of reintroducing species that were once growing in the Garden but have since
disappeared and in reintroducing native species new to the Garden.66
An elaboration of this idea came later, but the list of plants he mentioned in his reports were all
Minnesota natives. Here are examples from his 1963 list:
• Bog Rosemary Andromeda polifolia var. glaucophylla). Native, originally planted in 1909 by Eloise Butler
and in 1933 by Martha Crone.
• Christmas fern (Polystichum acrostichoides). Native, Originally planted by Eloise Butler in 1908 and 1909
and by Martha Crone in 1934 and ’38.
• Monkey Flower (Mimulus ringens). Native. Eloise Butler planted in 1910, Martha Crone in 1933.
• Trailing arbutus (Epigaea repens). Native. Martha Crone tried to introduce this plant many times, first in
1933. The last of those plants had earlier been eliminated by mice.
• Twinflower (Linnaea borealis ssp. americana). Native. Martha Crone planted it in 1933, ’34, ’36, ’37.
This plant has been very difficult to establish in the Garden.
• Twisted stalk Lily (Streptopus lanceolatus var. longipes). Native.
• Twisted stalk (Streptopus amplexifolius.) Native but only found in a small number of northern Minnesota
counties, most in the Arrowhead.
• Winterberry (Ilex verticillata). Native. Indigenous to the Garden area, planted a number of times by
Eloise Butler and Martha Crone. Minnesota’s only native holly and Ken’s favorite shrub.
• Bluebead (Clintonia borealis), was another difficult one. It is native to the state in the NE quadrant, all
the way down to the metro area but not including Hennepin county. Ken reported in 1966 that it was
finally established after many failures and was spreading nicely. Eloise Butler has planted it as early as
1907 and replanted a number of years thereafter. Martha Crone first began planting it in 1934 and it
was still present when she made her 1951 plant census. And then it was gone again.
• In the category of exotic introductions and re-introductions were Fairy Slipper Orchid (Calypso Bulbosa)
and Adam & Eve Orchid (Puttyroot) (Aplectrum hyemale). Fairy Slipper Orchid was brought in by
Martha Crone in 1935 and ‘36. Adam & Eve was introduced by Eloise Butler each year between 1907
and 1910. Martha Crone brought it in during 1933, ‘35 & ’36.

About 1965 Ken refined his planting policy and made the observation that with the opening of the
University of Minnesota’s Landscape Arboretum, the interest in the Garden’s testing of the
hardiness of exotic plants, which he, Martha Crone and Eloise Butler had done, was not warranted.
Concentration should be on reintroducing native plants that had once grown in the area.67
Historically, in 1931 when an aging Eloise Butler was searching for someone to take her position,
she wrote to Professor C. O. Rosendahl, Chairman of the Department of Botany at the University
of Minnesota. She suggested that the University might want to work with the Park Board to make
an arboretum in that section of Glenwood Park. He declined and told her it would be an
embarrassment if she made further attempts.
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It was not a surprise that in the Friends newsletter, Martha Crone wrote something a little contrary
to Ken’s position as he was eliminating part of her philosophy about which plants should be in the
Garden. Her two sentences are somewhat contradictory:
The Wild Flower Garden is not an Arboretum, but a place to help preserve our native flower and
where many of our wild plants can be grown in harmony with each other. The object is to bring
together all the native plants hardy in this latitude, also to experiment with plants introduced from
other areas.68

Birding
Ken Avery intended to become a bird watcher. The Minneapolis Woman’s Club awarded him a two
week fellowship to the Audubon Camp during August 8-22, 1960 and the following year he wrote
“These birds are just as important to the Garden as are the flowers since at least as much interest is shown in
them as in the flowers.” He further noted in his annual report that “In light of this, I have enrolled in a
course in Minnesota Birds at the University of Minnesota to increase my competence in this field.”69
If he were unmotivated by all the birds around the Garden, it would be in
ignorance of the previous 50 years of history. Foremost among those who
recognized the importance of the area was Dr. Thomas Sadler Roberts, a
professor of Ornithology at the University of Minnesota and Associate
Curator of MN Museum of Natural History (now the Bell Museum) and
for whom the Robert’s Bird Sanctuary near Lake Harriet is named. He is
first noted in Eloise Butler’s log in 1914 when he visited the Garden.
During the season he was frequently in the Garden, with or without a
University class in tow. Ken would also have been familiar with the bird
Dr. Thomas S. Roberts.
feeding station that had been set up in 1932 by Miss Lulu May Aler near
Photo courtesy MHS
the dam in the Garden. She had maintained the station and conducted
seasonal weekly birding classes in the park until the early 1950s when the Minneapolis Bird Club
took responsibility and after that Ken filled the feeders. [appendix 7]
Besides taking classes on birds at the University, he became a member of the Minneapolis Bird
Club, which had been organized in 1939 and was affiliated with the Minnesota Ornithologists
Union and a Chapter of the National Audubon Society. The Bird Club had a newsletter called the
"Kingfisher" and listed in the 1973 May 20th issue were the Minnesota Audubon Councils areas of
concern to be addressed by the general meeting of the Audubon Society. Listed as one of two
delegates to that general meeting was none other than Ken Avery.
Ken also must have been influenced in the early 1960s by many members of the Friends Board of
Directors who were actively involved in birding. Martha Crone needs no introduction on that
count. Jessie Lukcke (Friends Board 1964-1969) and her husband George Sr. were camp
coordinators for Minnesota for National Audubon. Alvin Witt (Friends Board 1963-73) was the
one who suggested to the Board of Park Commissioners to add “and Bird Sanctuary” to the Garden
name. Then we have Whitney Eastman who was considered the nation’s top amateur ornithologist
and had been visiting the Garden since he arrived in Minneapolis in 1940. To this should be added
all the Friends members and visitors who came to the Garden for birding.
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7
The Garden Shelter Project

O

n June 10, 1951 The Minneapolis Tribune published an article titled “City
Wild Flower Gardener Rescues Plants From Bulldozers.” An interesting quote in
the article is about the garden office:

A tiny house stands in the center of the woods. In this ‘once upon a time’ atmosphere children might
well expect the house to have a candy roof and be surrounded by gingerbread people. Actually it is
not a fairy-tale hut, but one of the smallest office buildings in town — possibly the only one without
electricity or a telephone.

The Garden “office” in 1935. The visitors at right are standing by and sitting on the boulder
bearing the Eloise Butler memorial tablet. The settees on the left are those replaced in 1960 by the
Odell memorial benches. Photo Martha Crone Collection, MHS.

The telephone arrived in 1957, the electricity never did, and the tiny house stood for another 19
years in that spot and even then its life did not end, it was just moved to a back corner. Now
something new was coming.
We first learn that a new building is being thought of in Martha Crone’s Secretary’s Report to the
Friends Board for 1964:
It takes a great deal of effort to protect the garden against vandalism, therefore an administration
building housing an office, museum, herbarium of specimens etc. would be of much help.
The comment was repeated in her 1967 report:
The assistance of an organization like the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden is a great factor in
sponsoring the growth and perpetuation of the Wild Flower Garden. May the interest always
continue. It is earnestly needed in this day of native places disappearing. We look forward to some
day having an administration building housing an office, museum and herbarium of specimens.
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A project committee of the Friends was formed following the 1968 Annual Meeting to develop
ideas into a plan for a new shelter. These ideas would be presented to Park Superintendent Robert
Ruhe and his staff. The plan was that the Board of Park Commissioners would provide for the
funding and construction of the shelter.
On September 5, 1968 the first meeting of the project committee met at President Faragher’s house
at 3401 East Calhoun Blvd. Present were Mrs. Faragher, President; Alvin Witt, Vice President;
Martha Crone, Secretary/Treasurer; Kenneth Avery, Gardener of the Garden; and two new
Directors Harry Thorn and W. H. Tusler. Robert Dassett would join the committee in a few
months.
That meeting was called for the purpose of discussing what the proposed building would be. The
needs for the building were to provide Mr. Avery a more suitable office, to provide shelter for
visitors to the Garden in inclement weather, to hold meetings, to show slides and movies, to have a
place to give out information, to distribute literature, to sell pamphlets on birds, flowers, plants,
and to exhibit articles of interest to visitors. Mr. Lou Crutcher of the Board of Park Commissioners
attended the latter part of the meeting and took the concept plan to Superintendent Ruhe. It was
at this meeting that Alvin Witt brought up changing the Garden name by adding “and Bird
Sanctuary” and proposing the name to be “The Eloise Butler Wild Flower and Bird Sanctuary.”
Why he dropped the word “garden” is unknown. The name change request was given to
Superintendent Ruhe and it was accepted in 1969 by the Board of Park Commissioners.70 It was
also suggested at the January meeting that the drive to the Garden be made one-way. That would
not be accomplished until 1980.
In January 1969 the planning idea of the Friends morphed into constructing a new shelter
themselves. The Board of Park Commissioners turned down the request of Superintendent Ruhe to
provide funds for the shelter improvement, at least not before 1976. Mr. Ruhe
and staff suggested that the Friends produce a design of their own, submit it
for approval and raise the money.71
Coming up with the funds was a hurdle. Other early 1969 meeting notes state
that the Park Board was asked if the Board could provide interim financing
out of their maintenance fund but that was turned down. Mrs. Faragher's
notes of February 13, 1969 state that First National Bank was approached but
a loan was not offered because the Friends did not own the underlying land,
Wilber Tusler,
nor was Prudential Insurance Company interested. Prudential had been
Minneapolis
suggested by the bank that they might help as Prudential had built their office
Tribune photo.
building on Wayzata Blvd. on Park Board land, a building designed by Wilber
Tusler’s architectural firm. In the end, fund raising from the membership was the only resort.
Planning for the new Garden shelter would now go forward, but with another slight hurdle as
President Catherine Faragher explained in the newsletter:
Mrs. Martha Crone, Editor, has been holding up The Fringed Gentian™ publication with the hope
that she might include some concrete news of the proposed New Shelter Building for the garden. Mr.
W. H. Tusler and his committee has been at work. He has been taking time to convince
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Superintendent of Parks, Mr. Robert Ruhe, that our desire for a small building is not based upon the
fact that we are trying to limit the enjoyment of the garden to a small, select group of people. We
merely want to preserve the lovely tranquility of that small oasis which is so unique within a teeming
city. Watch for your next Fringed Gentian™ with more news of our project and our announcement
of our Annual Meeting.72

Mr. Tusler, a well known Minneapolis architect now retired, was chair of the building committee.
He hired Hiram H. Livingston as shelter architect; Livingston quickly produced a drawing of the
proposed structure. On March 25, 1969 Mr. Tusler and Mr. Thorn met with Superintendent Ruhe.
They reviewed the proposed location of the building, the drawing of the proposed structure and
with some suggestions from the Park Board members present, it met with approval. The Park Board
agreed to do the site grading for the slab but the Friends contractor must excavate the footings.
Many other small details were agreed upon such as request from the Friends that lavatory basins be
installed in the restrooms and that water be run to them when water was run to the shelter.
Shutters on the shelter were added to the design in order to deter vandals.

On April 25, 1969 Mrs. Faragher sent the following letter to the Friends membership:
Dear Friends, Your Project Committee, Mr. W. H. Tusler, chm., Mrs. Crone, Mssrs. Witt, Thorn,
Odell, Avery and Mrs. Faragher presents to you the completed drawings for the proposed Martha
Crone Shelter in the Eloise Butler Wild Flower Garden and Bird Sanctuary. The structure, with its
roofed, bench-lined terrace and rough shake exterior stained to blend with the wilderness of the
Garden, was planned by architect H. H. Livingston. It will be located just to the East of the present
building (to be torn down) where the Crone Shelter will look down upon the glen.
Mr. Robert Ruhe, Superintendent of Parks, Mr. Lewis Crutcher and Mr. Luke Krmpotich, engineer,
are cooperating by helping with utilities, excavating and other things which will save us money AND
we may build according to our own plan. We shall have an office for our Curator, a safe spot for our
increasing library, a meeting place where we may show slides, brew a cup of tea or retreat from a
storm.
We are hoping that you members who treasure this unique little oasis within our fast expanding city
will dig into your pockets. We have paid for the plans. We have $4,000. We must raise $12,000 to
start work this spring.
Your Board of Directors agrees that there is one person to whom we owe the preservation of the
Eloise Butler Wild Flower and Bird Sanctuary. This will be the Martha E. Crone Shelter — a true
answer to Martha's dreams.
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Mrs. Crone worked, for the sheer love of it, with Miss Butler for fifteen years. She became Curator in
1933, and until 1959 was practically sole alone in the Garden. Her experiences, with no water and no
telephone, would fill a book. She went through a fire. She talked herself out of terrifying situations —
her only retreat being the little toolshed building with its flimsy screened door. There are hundreds
of different wild flowers in the Garden and they are all Martha’s friends.
We can do this, do it right now and do it the way we want to, if we all get in there and pitch. There
are only 200 of us; some will be unable to contribute, but those of you who can will be richly
rewarded with the knowledge that you have helped to safeguard and keep for future generations the
Eloise Butler Wild Flower and Bird Sanctuary. Your donations will be deductible from your income
tax.
I am looking forward to seeing
you at our Annual Meeting on
Saturday, May 17, 1969 and am
hoping that, by then, we’ll be able
to announce that we have enough
money to start construction.
Cordially and with deep
appreciation to the committee
that has spent so many hours on
this project this past year.
Catherine S. Faragher.

In this letter Mrs. Faragher uses the Garden name three times - the first with the word “Garden”
included and twice without that word. Adjustment to the new name would take a number of years.
Mr. Tusler's wife, Margaret passed away on April 1st. He provided funds for a memorial to her
which was incorporated into the lintel over the door of the new shelter building.
As of June 5, 1969 $11,560 was now available for construction of which $4,660 came from the
Friends savings account. On July 10, 1969 another Board meeting was at the home of the shelter
architect, Mr. Hiram Livingston, and the Board was able to see the detailed drawings for the shelter;
$13,536 was now available for construction. A special memorial book that would record all the
donations and memorials for the shelter was proposed.
In July President Faragher wrote a follow-up to her April 25th letter to the members:
A reminder to our members who have not yet contributed to the Martha E. Crone Shelter Building
fund. From Kenneth Avery, Curator, as of June 10, 1969, there have been seven buses of school
children at one time in the parking lot of the Eloise Butler Wild Flower and Bird Sanctuary every day
from May 1st until this past week which has averaged four or five a day. The children are conducted
through the garden. Of the city buses, at least 35 per cent are our under-privileged group who might
never know the wonder of Nature. How great when these youngsters can gather on the benches
which will line our roofed terrace and enjoy the privilege of our library for an instruction period.
Because of $1.00 per hour rise in workman’s wages and an increase in the price of lumber, we now
have to aim at $20,000 for the Martha E. Crone Shelter. Your response has been great. We are over
the half way mark. $8,000 more and we can start construction.73
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The Friends Board met again on August 28th at Mrs. Faragher's home. The construction costs were
reviewed and the construction fund was now $14,607 so it was decided that the slab for the
building should be put in now. The Friends contractor, Joe Peterson Construction, was instructed
to proceed. It was the first week in October before it was in.
The fall issue of the newsletter contained another note from President Cay Faragher about the
shelter construction:
The Martha E. Crone Shelter is under construction. With luck, the slab will go in this week to top
the cement block-lined excavation and the $919.00 worth of Flexicore beams — this building should
last forever. A trip to the Garden will make you feel proud and happy that you had a part in this great
project. Our building fund now totals $17,805. We need $4,000 more in order to complete this fall
while the Garden is dormant. We are proceeding as long as our money holds out. Put a circle around
Thursday October 23, 1969. That morning at 10 o'clock Martha Crone will be hammering in a
golden nail from the old building and Barbara Flanagan will be there with her photographers. I want
you all to know that we never could have gone ahead, as we have, without your hard working,
enthusiastic, single-minded officers. Mr. Tusler - Building, Chm., Mr. Witt - Building Fund, Mr.
Thorn & Mr. Dassett. Mrs. Crone who has been kept spinning with so many new memberships to
process and two large memorials funds to acknowledge.74

At an October 9th Friends Board meeting, the building fund was up to $17,805 and the final
contract with Mr. Peterson was approved as were Mr. Livingston's charges.
Construction responsibilities had been detailed as follows:
• The site excavation for the concrete slab and snow fencing to protect the site was done by
Park Board maintenance/engineering staff and ready for the contractor prior to September
15.
• The foundation footings were dug and laid by the Friends' contractor, Joe Peterson
Construction. This was followed by pouring the slab the first week of October.
• Running electricity and water to the shelter (water also to rest rooms) by Park Board and NSP
(Northern States Power).
• All structure construction was done by the Friends' contractor.
• Finished site grading by the Park Board; site plantings funded by the Friends.
The proposed memorial book was being prepared by Otto Japs of Japs-Olson Printing.
On October 23 Martha Crone hammered the “golden nail” and Barbara
Flanagan was there from the Minneapolis Star with photographers. The old
structure was moved to a spot near the back gate. The small photo at right
shows Martha Crone and great-grandson Alan Wander on that date. Alan is he
son of Linda Wander, grand-daughter of Martha Crone.
Barbara Flanagan wrote in her Friday Star column:
And at the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden in Theodore Wirth Park Thursday, the Friends of the
Garden dedicated a new $24,000 shelter house. Funds for it are being raised by the Friends. Anybody
can contribute. When it's finished, the building will provide room for meetings. A terrace will give
birdwatchers and wildflower fans a new vantage point in that lovely and leafy bower.
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It's a top tourist site – and unique in our town. About 100,000 people, including schoolchildren,
visited the garden this season. I'd say the Friends of the Garden deserve a big hand and any help we
can give them.

On November 6th, the last Friends Board meeting of 1969 was held at Mrs. Faragher’s home. A
large gift of $3,500 had come in from Mr. H. J. Neils, former president of Flour City Ornamental
Iron Co. and the Friends now had $23,260 for the shelter, enough for completion and it was
moved that the contractor be instructed to complete the building.
Robert Dassett, who recorded the minutes of the November 6th meeting ended the text with this:
“The Board members present then did do justice to a lunch modestly described by our president and hostess,
Cay Faragher, as just a bite, but which indeed did prove more than ample to stay the beast within us.”
Costs: Total cost to the Friends for construction was $25,168.92 not counting the work done by
the Park Board staff. The details were:
• Architect, H. H. Livingston $2002.56 (hourly rate - $12).
• Joe Peterson Construction, 5215 Logan So. $22,700.
• Miscel: $466.36.
• Originally, heat was to be provided by a Franklin Stove, but a memorial gift from Mr. and
Mrs. Alexander Dean allowed a fireplace, stone chimney, and copper hood to be planned.
• Furnishings and a library were provided for an additional cost. The list of those furnishings
on 9-28-70, including the bird song recorder and the library was valued for insurance
purposes at $2,286.
Donors: In the August 28, 1969 minutes it was noted that 21 Friends members had contributed
$100 or more and 66 had given amounts up to $100. By the end of 1969 44 new members had
joined. The special custom donors book, noted previously, had been purchased with funds donated
by Mrs. Gerald Burgess and lists of donors and memorials were hand inscribed on special pages by
Mr. Japs. The book was later kept on the large table in the new Crone Shelter and, unfortunately, it
was stolen several years later and so we have a very incomplete record of who donated what except
for those referred to in the Friends Board minutes. Only the following can be specifically discerned
from the records:
• Leonard Odell - 22 shares of Economics Laboratory - $931.
• Betty Bridgman - $400.
• Mrs. William Fobes, Jr. - 13 shares of 3M stock - $1,397.
• Mr. & Mrs. Alexander Dean, $1,500.
• Henry J. Neils, $3,500.
• Minnetonka Garden Club - amount not listed.
By a February 5, 1970 Friends Board meeting funds collected totaled $24,758. It all came from 256
contributions of which 100 were memorials. The Friends had just over $4,000 available to start so
other than the gifts outlined above, over $13,000 was raised from many individual donors and
members who are now the un-named unsung hero's of the endeavor.75

52

Looking Forward
The 1960s end with the new Crone Shelter under construction and to be named for Martha Crone
who is nearing the end of her long affiliation with the Garden. The Board of Park Commissioners
is in the process of renaming itself to the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) and with
the large commitment of the Friends to the new shelter, the Park Board is more attentive to what
goes on in the Garden. The old title of Garden Curator has been retired, much to Ken Avery’s
chagrin and new staff will soon appear at the MPRB to oversee Garden activities. The Friends will
now take on a greater role in assisting the Garden with the forming of a volunteer group and
providing funds for Garden improvements, acting on Martha Crone’s comments in the first issue of
The Fringed Gentian™ where she wrote:
Much remains to be done to fully develop the garden. It requires sufficient funds, help and material
to do justice to such a unique garden, which is conducted for the preservation of herbaceous plants,
shrubs and trees.

At the end of two decades, the activity pendulum of the Friends now swings to more activity and
more visibility, but publicity in the form of newspaper column coverage about the Garden goes in
the opposite direction.
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Martha and William Crone had acquired property in 1936 in Cedar Creek Forest. She sold the property to the
University in 1961 as Cedar Creek was being developed by the University of Minnesota. The upland area of their
property is still known as the “Crone Knoll.”
Whitney Eastman was a Friends Director from 1961 into 1969 and a Friends member until his death in 1979.
Goodrich Lowry became a Friends member in 1967, remaining a member until his death in 1988, with his wife
Louise remaining a member until her death in 2002.
Minneapolis Tribune, May 12, 1949, reprinted from the Christian Science Monitor.
The Fringed Gentian™ Vol. 50 No. 1, 2002.
Martha Crone comments, Minutes — Annual Meeting of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, June 4, 1977.
The known exceptions are replacing her earthen dam with concrete, bringing in the large boulder in 1917 for a
birdbath and installing the fencing in 1924.
Martha Crone History, Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, based on her diary of 1933.
Martha Crone History, Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, based on records in the Martha Crone Collection at MHS.
Minneapolis Tribune May 12, 1949.
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, June 4, 1977.
The Bellman, May 3, 1913
Eloise Butler, Early History of the Wild Botanic Garden, 1926.
Report of the Curator to the Board of Park Commissioners for 1937.
The Wild Gardener, page 104.
Letter to the Board of Park Commissioners in the files of the Martha Crone Collection at Minnesota Historical
Society.
Letter in the Clinton Odell folder, Martha Crone Papers, Minnesota Historical Society.
Letter dated November 17, 1944 from the Board of Park Commissioners to Clinton Odell, signed by C. A. Bossen,
Superintendent. Letter in the Clinton Odell folder, Martha Crone Papers, Minnesota Historical Society.
Invoices and letters between the Board of Park Commissioners and Clinton Odell in the files of the Martha Crone
Collection at Minnesota Historical Society.
Letter from Odell to Charles Doell dated May 22, 1951. Doell became superintendent in 1945 after Christian A.
Bossen retired.
Letter to Theodore Wirth from Martha Crone dated June 22, 1933.
The Fringed Gentian™ Vol. 24 No. 1, 1976.
The Fringed Gentian™ Vol. 26 No. 1, 1978. Interview with Martha Crone.
The use of the term "Reserve" coming from the name “Native Plant Reserve” was continually used in referring to the
Eloise Butler Wild Flower Garden by Martha Crone and Ken Avery. Eloise Butler sometimes uses ‘preserve.’ While
confusing to readers it is not an inappropriate name as the function of the Garden was to hold a reservoir of native
plants. The origin of the name comes from what Eloise wrote in her History: It was soon found that the term ‘Wild
Botanic Garden’ was misleading to the popular fancy, so the name was changed to ‘Native Plant Reserve.’ Eloise Butler, Early
History of the Wild Botanic Garden, 1926 .
Annual Report of the Garden Curator to the Board of Park Commissioners for 1934.
Annual Report of the Garden Curator to the Board of Park Commissioners for 1949 — dated January 20, 1950 to
Charles E. Doell.
Annual Report of the Garden Curator to the Board of Park Commissioners for 1950 — dated February 7, 1951 to
Charles E. Doell
Annual Report of the Garden Curator to the Board of Park Commissioners for 1951 —-dated January 17, 1952 to
Charles E. Doell.
Annual Report of the Garden Curator to the Board of Park Commissioners for 1952 — dated February 4, 1953 to
Charles E. Doell.
Annual Report of the Garden Curator to the Board of Park Commissioners for 1946 — dated February 24, 1947 to
Charles E. Doell.
See note 26.
See note 27.
The Fringed Gentian™ Vol. 11 No. 1, January 1963.
The Fringed Gentian™ Vol. 5 No. 3, July 1957.
The Fringed Gentian™ Vol. 2 No. 3, July 1954.
See note 1
Secretaries report to the Friends Board, 1955.
Minneapolis Tribune May 12, 1949.
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38. Annual Report to the Board of Park Commissioners for 1945 — dated January 30, 1946. First report to new
Superintendent Charles E. Doell.
39. Annual Report to the Board of Park Commissioners for 1958 —- date February 27, 1959 to Superintendent Charles
E. Doell.
40. This damage is mentioned in both her Annual Secretaries Report for 1959 to the Friends Board and in Ken Avery’s
first report for 1959-60 to the Board of Park Commissioners.
41. This damage is mentioned in both her Garden log and in her 1955 report to the Board of Park Commissioners.
42. The Fringed Gentian™ Vol. 6 No. 3, July 1958.
43. See note 39.
44. The Fringed Gentian™ Vol. 8 No. 2, April 1960.
45. Secretary’s report to the Friends Board, 1962.
46. The Fringed Gentian™ Vol. 12, No. 3, July 1964.
47. Secretary’s report to the Friends Board, 1963.
48. Annual meeting minutes of the Friends Board of Directors, March 8, 1963.
49. Annual Report of the Garden Curator for 1965 to the Board of Park Commissioners dated March 4, 1966, to
Superintendent Howard Moore.
50. The Fringed Gentian™ Vol. 14 No.3, July 1966.
51. Secretary's report to the Friends Board, 1968.
52. Annual Report of the Garden Curator for 1960 to the Board of Park ‘Commissioners dated March 7, 1961 to
Superintendent Howard Moore.
53. More historic photos follow these notes and compete detail are in the History of the Wetland on the Friends website.
54. Annual Report of the Garden Curator for 1961 to the Board of Park Commissioners dated March 5, 1962, to
Superintendent Howard Moore.
55. Annual Report of the Garden Curator for 1963 to the Board of Park Commissioners dated March 23, 1964, to
Superintendent Howard Moore.
56. Annual Report of the Garden Curator for 1964 to the Board of Park Commissioners dated March 12, 1965, to
Superintendent Howard Moore.
57. The Fringed Gentian™ Vol. 12 No. 4.
58. see note 56.
59. The Fringed Gentian™ Vol. 15 No. 4, October 1967.
60. Annual Report of the Garden Curator for 1938 to the Board of Park Commissioners dated December 10, 1938.
61. see note 54.
62. Annual Report of the Garden Curator for 1965 to the Board of Park Commissioners dated March 4, 1966, to
Superintendent Howard Moore.
63. The Fringed Gentian™ Vol. 17 No. 3.
64. see note 56.
65. The Fringed Gentian™ Vol. 15 No. 4, October 1967.
66. Annual Report of the Garden Curator for 1962 to the Board of Park Commissioners dated January 23, 1963 to
Howard Moore.
67. The Fringed Gentian™ Vol. 28 No. 1, winter 1980.
68. The Fringed Gentian™ Vol. 14 No. 1, January 1966.
69. see note 61.
70. Minutes of meeting March 25, 1969 between the Friends Building Committee and Superintendent Ruhe and staff.
However, shortly thereafter the Park Board started using 'wildflower' as one word instead of 'wild flower' that had
been used since 1929.
71. Presidents Report to Project Committee January 28, 1969.
72. The Fringed Gentian™ Vol. 17 No. 1, January 1969.
73. The Fringed Gentian™ Vol. 17 No. 3, July 1969.
74. The Fringed Gentian™ Vol. 17 No. 4, October 1969.
75. A complete file of documents referenced with regards the shelter planning and construction is on the Friends
website.
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The Eloise Butler Wild Flower Garden Upland in the 1950s.

Two views of the Upland in Summer color. Above on July 30, 1950. Below on July 16, 1953.
Photos by Martha Crone
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The Eloise Butler Wild Flower Garden Upland in the 1950s.
Left: The upland central
hillside on June 5, 1950
showing a number of the
aluminum plant labels that
Clinton Odell began supplying
in 1946. The path up the hill
is in the same position as today.
The triangular shaped area in
the lower part of the image has
been eliminated.
Photo by Martha Crone.

Right: The fence in the image
was the boundary of the Garden
prior to the upland addition in
1944. The fence had been
installed in 1938 by a WPA crew
and was removed in 1993 and
reused to enclose the additional
acre added to the upland that
year.
Photo by Martha Crone October 24,
1955.

Left: The memorial bench for
Clinton Odell, made of Mankato
Dolomite, was installed in June
1959. The inscription reads:
IN MEMORY OF
CLINTON M. ODELL
1878-1958
BENEFACTOR OF THIS
GARDEN
GIFT OF FRIENDS 1959
Photo Harriet Betzold
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The Upland - then and now

Left and below right:
Two views of the
entrance path to the
upland on July 29, 1950
and October 15, 1948.
Photos by Martha Crone.
The Martin house is no
longer present. The path
is covered with pea gravel.

Below: Two contemporary
views of the same scene
60+ years later. The
fencing is in the same
position but now covered
with Moonseed and Wild
Grape, the paths are
covered with cedar
shavings and the trees are
larger.
Photos G. D. Bebeau
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Massed planting in the 1950s
Examples of Martha Crone’s use of
“massed” plantings. Left - a field of
Lupine on May 31, 1949. Below - a
large bed of Bird’s-foot violet on June
2, 1950. Below left - the only massed
planting in the Garden that was
natural was the hillside of Interrupted
Fern shown here on June 9, 1953.

Below left:An extensive bed of
Great White Trillium on April 29,
1952. Right: A very large group of
Showy Lady’s-slippers on June
10,1955.
All photos by Martha Crone.
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The Woodland Garden in the 1950s

Left: What became known as
Hepatica Hill, seen here on
April 16, 1955 showing the
results of Martha Crone’s
extensive planting of Hepatica
between 1945 and 1955. In
1947 alone 1,225 plants were
added to the Garden, on this
hill and elsewhere.
Photo Martha Crone.

Right: The east path from the
wetland leading up the
Garden office. Today there
are more shrubs and fewer
ferns. The Martha Crone
Shelter is now on the left side
of the photo near the bird
house visible beyond the tree.
Photo Martha Crone on May 29,
1951

Left: The Garden office on
June 24, 1948 with Prairie
Sundrips blooming in front
and Dutchman’s Pipevine
climing the trellis. The
boulder with the memorial
tablet for Eloise Butler would
be just outside the photo to
the right of where the
photographer was standing.
Photo by Martha Crone.
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The wetland in the 1950s

Left: An extensive stand of
White Birch in the wetland
area on October 30, 1948.
Since then the wetland has
become more moist and most
of the white birch are gone,
retreating to the wetland
edges.
Photo by Martha Crone.

Right - on May 15, 1952: a
portion of the wetland trail,
created in 1946, is visible on the
right of the photo and one of the
small wetland pools is visible on
the left side.
Photo by Martha Crone.

Left - on May 27, 1950: The wetland
trail passes from left to right at the
bottom of the photo between the
plant markers. The small pool is
visible at right center. Many Marsh
Marigolds in bloom.
Photo by Martha Crone.
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Views of two of the small pools Martha Crone
constructed in 1946/47, which Ken Avery had
to deepen several times during the 1960s. Lefton May 27, 1950; below - the same pool on
May 6, 1948, the dark area is just after it was
enlarged. Marsh Marigolds in bloom all
around.
Photos by Martha Crone.

Below: The Garden office on October 21, 1955.
Below right: The Fringed Gentian, namesake for
the Friends new newsletter, on September 24,
1950.
Both photos by Martha Crone.
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Above: The Garden Office in February 1956. Photo Martha Crone. Below: The double page newspaper article
about the Garden that appeared in the Minneapolis Tribune Picture Magazine on May 21, 1950.
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Part II

Activity and Visibility
The Shelter completed
A volunteer program begins
Changes to Friends Directors and programs
Ken Avery’s voice is heard
The Garden is not an arboretum
The Garden from 1970 to 2000
A new Gardener takes charge
“The Garden still remains a little bit of eden.”
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8
The Shelter Completed
Name Changes

T

he Board of Park Commissioners has a new name. In late 1969 they
changed their official name to the Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board
(MPRB). In 1970 the name gradually came into everyday use as did the
revised name for the Garden.
The Park Board had accepted in 1969 the suggestion of Alvin Witt and changed the Garden name
to “Eloise Butler Wildflower and Bird Sanctuary.” Why Alvin Witt proposed the word “garden” be
dropped and why the Park Board condensed “Wild Flower” to one word we do not know but the
Friends had made “Wild Flower” part of the Friends name in 1952 as that matched the Garden
name and now they were different. The Friends Board took action to begin using “wildflower” in
the Friends name but the use of the new word did not last and nothing was ever done to change the
State and Federal registrations.1 It was several years into the 1970s before consistent use of the
revised MPRB and Garden names set in. There were variations of the Garden name in use —
sometimes “wildflower” had “wild flower” in its place; “wildflower garden and bird sanctuary” was
also used. These variations in use appear in the quotations used in this chapter. A final official
name change occurred in the fall of 1986. Mary Maguire Lerman, MPRB Coordinator of
Horticultural Programs, wrote a memo about recent Garden activities to Friends President Gloria
Miller, dated May 29, 1987, in which she states “The MPRB action taken last fall changes the Garden’s
name to the ‘Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden and Bird Sanctuary.’ ” Thus it remains today.

The Shelter Opens
Friends President Catherine Faragher published this note in the April 1970 newsletter:
The Martha E. Crone Shelter is progressing even in this subzero weather. Our thanks to the Park Board for their great
co-operation which is, currently plowing the drive and
parking lot for workmen and supplies. The rough shingle
exterior charms all who have seen it. We have held up
because everything is such a special order for this little gem
of a building. We have had delays in millwork and the
handcrafted iron work. However, as of this date, the
windows are in and the especially cut stone from Wisconsin
for the exterior chimney, which went to Iowa by mistake is
due to arrive — materials are now going in by toboggan from
the parking lot. Our contractor assures us that all should be
completed in February.
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Ironwork in shelter door insert.
Chimney stonework. Photos G. D.
Bebeau

Our building chairman, Mr. Wilbur Tusler, is at Sanibel Island until March with his new wife. He
has turned over his set of specifications to Mr. Henry J. Neils, a new member whose interest and
generosity have been a god-send to us all. Mr. Neils, former president of Flower City Ornamental
Iron Co., has consented to help supervise construction in Tus’s absence. Now that we are near
completion, we are looking for volunteers to “baby-sit” the Shelter so that it may be always open to
the thousands that visit the Garden in the summer. This will allow more time to our Curator, Mr.
Kenneth Avery, for conducting tours. This should be a “fun" project with a friend or just with your
knitting. Your Board of Directors wish to thank all of you for your generosity and vote of confidence
to us but we do want to remind you that WE ARE NOT OVER THE HUMP YET.
We have a book for gifts and memorials, patterned after those beautiful ones at the Woman's Club of
Minneapolis. (Donors of gifts listed separately from the memorials). Mr. Otto H. Japs is entering all
in his lovely script so that each entry will stand alone, with space between, to be easily read. This
Leather-bound volume will be kept out on the large reading table for all to see. This is such a
beautiful way to remember a loved one or just to be remembered, yourself, by future generations for
having had a part in this wonderful project.2

Mrs Faragher’s letter brings out three important points about the Shelter. First, Mr. Neils was the
donor who had made a major gift late in 1969 which allowed construction to be completed; second,
she has introduced the concept of a volunteer staff to greet guests when the Shelter is open, a
program, managed by the Friends, that has continued to the present day and detailed here in later
pages; third, she mentions the fireplace stone. The initial planning for the Shelter suggested a
Franklin Stove as a stone fireplace was thought to be too expensive for the Friends' budget. That is
the time Friends members Mr. & Mrs. Alexander Dean stepped in and provided the funds to
construct a fireplace of cut stone from Wisconsin. The fireplace and the large copper fireplace hood
was a memorial in memory of their daughter Kathleen Dean Hillman, who died at age 25 in July
1968. The money came from both the Deans and from Kathleen's Girl Scout friends. A memorial
plaque is on the Shelter wall to the right of the hood.
On February 5, 1970 the Friends held a board meeting at the home of Mrs. Faragher where the
building fund was reviewed. It totaled $24,758 which came from 256 contributions of which 100
were memorials. The memorial book referenced above in Mrs. Faragher’s letter was a gift from Mrs.
Gerald Burgess, who now has a fountain in her honor by the front gate of the Garden. Board
member Mr. Harry Thorn was to draft a letter to the Park Board outlining the donation of the
Crone Shelter to the Park Board with the stipulation that the Friends be consulted about any
changes.
At that same board meeting the horticulturist of the Park Board,
Mr. Carl Holst, was present. He reported that the Garden fence
and gate which had been destroyed by a Park Board truck would be
replaced as soon as weather permitted. Some cedars were also
destroyed in that incident and Mr. Holst wanted the Board to send
a letter asking that they be replaced. The Friends requested in the
letter that the replacement gate posts be tall enough so that a sign
that designated the gate as the entrance to the Garden could be
mounted above for people to walk under. The previous entrance
signs were inside the gate and sometimes contained more do’s and
don’ts than an appealing greeting. A newer overhead entrance sign
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The old Garden entrance sign in
1933 with future Parks
Superintendent Christian A.
Bossen. Minneapolis Tribune photo.

exists today above a much more refined and sensitive gate design from the 1990s.
Mrs. Faragher wrote to the Friends membership on March 23, 1970:
I have a broken leg. Mrs. Crone's Fringed Gentian is late
because of me. We are in the process of turning over the
Martha E. Crone Shelter to the Park and Recreational Board
with the stipulation that the Friends of the Wild Flower
Garden, Inc., be consulted upon any future changes in the
structure. The Eloise Butler Wildflower and Bird Sanctuary
will open, as usual, on April 1st. Dedication and Annual
Meeting will be scheduled when the Garden is in all its spring
glory.
We have accomplished what seemed impossible. Your
The oak table donated by Elizabeth Schutt.
Photo G. D. Bebeau
Directors hope that you will be as pleased as we are with the
“Martha E Crone Shelter” as you are the ones who have done
this through your enthusiastic contributions. We are leaving a few of the exciting finish up “frostings
on the cake” until the bills are all in and paid.
We have a magnificent 81 by 42 table in the making — the gift of Miss Elizabeth Schutt in memory of
her mother, Mrs. Clara K. Schutt who was such a great friend of Miss Eloise Butler. We are hoping
that the six 36 inch benches will be given by Garden and Bird Clubs before our Annual Meeting.
We’ll be inside this year, warmed by a crackling fire in Mr. & Mrs. Alexander Dean’s Heatolator
fireplace — a memorial to their daughter.
Now we have a real call out for volunteers to host the “Shelter” on daily shifts of 9:30 to 12:30 and
12:30 to 3:30 with the exception of Sunday when Mr. Kenneth Avery will take over. Saturday Shift
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. We are fortunate to have Mrs. Carl H. Olson take over the chairmanship of
this committee. Her telephone is 825-1464. As I am house-bound, I'll be happy to refer your calls to
Mildred Olson if you can't reach her.
Our heartfelt thanks to our Honorary Board for their wise council and to all of you who have been a
great help to me personally, and to others of your Directors. God bless you all.
Cay Faragher3

On May 13, 1970, Friends, Park Board Commissioners and contributors gathered at 4:30 PM for
the dedication. Leonard C. Odell, son of Clinton Odell, was master of ceremonies. Martha Crone
was present. The dedication plaque reads:
The Martha E. Crone Shelter was planned, financed and erected
by The Friends of the Wild Flower Garden Inc. and it was given to
the City of Minneapolis through the Board of Park
Commissioners and dedicated May 13, 1970 at 4:30 PM.

Cay Faragher's note to the membership states that the Shelter will be
turned over the Park and Recreation Board, yet the wording on the plaque lists the Board of Park
Commissioners, an indication that the 1969 name change was not yet wholly phased in.
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Minneapolis poet and Friends member Betty Bridgman wrote a poem on behalf of the occasion - “A
Letter of Thanks from the Eloise Butler Wild Flower Garden on the Occasion of the Dedication of the Martha
Crone Shelter on May 13, 1970.” [appendix 8]

At the dedication of the shelter - in front left, Leonard C. Odell, master of ceremonies;
center, Martha E. Crone; right, Hiram H. Livingston, architect. Minneapolis Star photo.

In the summer 1970 newsletter Martha Crone wrote:
I take this opportunity to express my appreciation and extend my heartfelt gratitude to all members
and friends who made possible the beautiful Shelter Building in the Eloise Butler Wild Flower
Garden and Bird Sanctuary and dedicated it to me. I am most grateful to those who have given of
their time and effort to make it such a success. This is really the culmination of many years of my life
devoted to the Garden.4

In June 1971, Around The Clock, a monthly newsletter
for Employees of the City of Minneapolis, featured a
fine article entitled “City Boasts Unique Wild Flower
Garden”! On the front page was a picture of the Martha
Crone Shelter, and on the second page one of the
Gardener, Kenneth Avery.5 Mrs. Faragher was quoted:
“Ours is an organization made up of people of all walks of
life with a mutual interest in wild flowers and a little area of
wild beauty within the confines of a great city.” Ken said
“We comprise to keep it natural and yet not become an eye
sore. This is a place for people, but it is not intended to look
like a golf course.” It is “not just a garden but a sanctuary for
nature.”

70

The new Crone Shelter. Around The Clock photo
June 1971.

9
Friends Board Activities in the 1970s
Shelter Volunteer Program

T

he 1970 Annual Meeting of The Friends of the Wild Flower Garden was
held in the Garden, on Saturday May 16, in the new Martha Crone Shelter
building. As President Cay Faragher had a broken leg, she sent the
following message:
I want to start off my letter with a pat on the back, to Mrs. Carl H. Olson [Mildred], a new Board
member, for the superb job she has done in organizing her “Hosts” committee and express our
appreciation to the following 21 persons who, working on three hour shifts, are making the first
season of the Martha E. Crone Shelter such a success by their knowledgeable and enthusiastic
presence in our new building.
Mmes. Herman Arnott, Frank Carleton, Clark Chamerlain, Alexander Dean, Lester Ericsson,
Russell Gutteridge, William Hardacker, E. A. Hedentrom, T. A. Hoffmeyer, Carl H. Olson, George
L. Peterson, S. C. Reed, Mary Simmons, T. E, Stark, Oscar Vanlander, Edward Verbarg, Miss Marion
Griffith, Miss Elsie Johnson, Miss Elizabeth Schutt and Mr. & Mrs. Don Miller whom you will see all
day on Fridays.6

The name of Elizabeth Schutt was already mentioned in chapter 8. She will reappear in chapter 16.
In April 1971 Mrs. Faragher wrote that Mildred Olson would assume Martha Crone’s role as
Secretary/Treasurer and also become editor of The Fringed
Gentian™.7 Dr. Marian Grimes who joined the Friends
From Texas “How fortunate the people of
Board in May, succeeded Mrs. Olson as chair of the
Minneapolis are to have a place of this kind so
Shelter hosts committee. Dr. Grimes, whose mother was a
easily and quickly accessible.”
student of Eloise Butler, was a Minneapolis obstetrics and
From Nebraska “How quiet and peaceful, and
gynecology physician. She provided a guest book for the
still only a few minutes drive from the heart of
Shelter in which some of the out-of-state visitors made
the city.”
comments. [see box]
From New York “Your Wild Flower Garden
says what Ecology, a much publicized word these
days, is all about.”

Dr. Grimes remained volunteer coordinator until 1980.
When she passed away in 1988, the Friends received a
$1,000 bequest from her estate. After reviewing projects
for the Garden that were feasible with the amount, the Friends Board voted on October 21, 1989 to
procure a stone to be sculpted into a bird bath for the Upland Prairie Garden. This would be a
counterpoint to the 1917 bird bath in the lower Woodland Garden. It was installed in 1990.
The Shelter volunteers continue to serve to the present time with a few name changes along the
way: “Hosts” gave way to “Shelter Volunteer” and then to “Shelter Docent.” There would be slight
changes in the scheduled hours over the years but the duties remained the same — greeting visitors,
answering the telephone, answering visitor questions as best as possible, all to allow the Gardener to
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attend to the Garden and allow the MPRB Naturalists that were available in later years to conduct
programs.
The position of volunteer coordinator was carried out for the first 30
years between 1970 and 2000 by a short list of Friends members. After
Dr. Grimes stepped down in 1980 Marie Demler took over through
1983. In 1984 Shirley Schultz came in, with some assistance into 1985
from Joyce Smeby, and from 1999 onward assistance from Harriet
Betzold. Shirley retired from the position in 2002 and Harriet in 2005.
Coordinators of the 21st century are listed in appendix 1.
In 1979 the first volunteer appreciation event was held in the form of a
picnic at the Garden. It was a partial success as the report in the
newsletter noted:

Marie Demler, shown here in
2003. Friends photo.

The Board hosted a picnic for our many loyal volunteers on June 16th. Unfortunately the weather
truly tried everyone's mettle. In the midst of driving rain and tornadic winds a small group of very
loyal Friends assembled for a rollicking good time. An excellent feast was prepared by Marjorie Dean
and Jane Hooper . . . and enjoyed by all. To the many volunteers whose intelligent caution kept them
from joining our merry group . . . the BOARD does truly appreciate your hours of dedication in
keeping the Martha Crone Shelter open during the season. Thank you each! Thank you all!8

We do not have a record of any further such events held until 1983, although one was planned in
1981 but cancelled.

Director Changes
With the Martha E. Crone Shelter project completed in early 1970, a number of Directors did not
stand for election that year leaving just six continuing Directors who had been elected in the 1950s
and 1960s. Cay Faragher herself would leave in 1971 but would return to the Board two additional
times, for the years 1974 and ’75 and then for one final year of 1979 making her the only nonhonorary Director to ever serve three separated terms. Those who had become Directors during
the busy year of 1969, Robert Dassett, Harry Thorn and Wilber Tusler, were joined by a number of
new faces who would carry on for the Friends in the coming decade. Mildred Olson and Dr.
Marian Grimes have already been mentioned. In 1971 Gardener Ken Avery assumed ex-officio
Director status, beginning the Friends policy of the Garden Curator/Gardener position being an
ex-officio Board member — a practice continued to the present day.
The most significant Director change was the resignation of Martha Crone. At a Board meeting of
the Friends on September 24, 1970 she asked to be relieved of duties of editorship of The Fringed
Gentian™ and from the officer positions of treasurer and secretary, as well as membership, as of the
next Annual Meeting. The Board prevailed on her to continue with the newsletter until that time.
She had completed 53 years of service to the Garden and the Friends including the 15 years of help
to Eloise Butler prior to becoming Curator. She had performed the Friends duties of secretary and
treasurer and editor of the newsletter, publishing by herself 78 four-page issues, even while she was
still Curator for the first seven of those years. As Cay Faragher had announced in April, Mildred
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Olson assumed all of Martha’s duties, but only for a short time. She resigned from her positions in
1974 for health reasons, but not from the Board of Directors. Marie Davidson took over until 1975
when she resigned for health reasons.
Robert Dassett Jr. became president on Cay Faragher’s retirement in 1971.
Long acquainted with the Garden, he was birding in the Garden in the 1940s
with Whitney Eastman and he had met Eloise Butler in the early 1930s. On
May 18, 1960 he wrote to Martha Crone:
Enclosed is a check for $5 to enroll me as a Friend. A thousand dollars couldn’t
even begin to repay for the wonderful hours spent in the Garden. I’ll cherish
forever those moments spent on the paths in the Garden and also in your little
cabin chatting about all sorts of wonderful things, but mostly about birds and
flowers.9

Robert Dassett Jr.

In May 1972 Mildred Olson placed copies of The Fringed Gentian™ and membership cards in the
Shelter for visitors to pick up. This was the first occurrence and the practice of placing that material
continues to the present day.
Announced in early 1974 were the deaths of two Friends members — Mrs. Gerald Burgess (Louise)
and Mr. Alvin R. Witt. Mr. Witt passed away in October 1973 and had been a Friends member
since 1961. In May of 1973 he was designated an honorary member in recognition of his valuable
services as acting treasurer during the fund drive and construction of the Martha Crone Shelter.
When the volunteer hosts program was started, he spent many hours at the Garden talking with
visitors. Friends and relatives of Mr. Witt, contributed a considerable amount of money to the
Friends as memorials.
Mrs. Burgess died October 10, 1973 in California where she had lived since 1965. She had
organized and counseled family-life groups in Minneapolis more than forty years and wrote a
column entitled “Let's Be Better” for the Edina Courier from 1950 to 1960. She was also an author,
her first book being This side of the stars. Louise was a member of the Friends until her death. Louise
had gifted in 1970 the cost of the original book of memorials that was displayed in the Martha
Crone Shelter after it was dedicated. This book had a fancy custom
made leather cover with pages that were hole-punched for insertion
after they were engraved. The book was made by Mr. Otto Japs of JapsOlson Printing and he engraved the pages, which were divided into two
sections of the book. One section for the donors to the building of the
Crone Shelter and one section for other memorials. The book was
stolen from the Shelter in later years.10
Both the Witt and Burgess Families have a similar family related
memorial in the Garden, that being a water fountain constructed of
Lannon Stone. The Witt fountain is located on the patio area in front
of the Martha Crone Shelter, given by the Friends of the Wild Flower
Garden in memory of Bernice H. Witt, Alvin’s wife, who died on June
12, 1970. It was installed in 1971. This is the first of the three limestone
fountains in the Garden. The Burgess fountain is located just inside the
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The Witt fountain. The
Burgess fountain looks the
same. Photo G. D. Bebeau.

front gate of the Garden, installed in 1986 in memory of Mr. and Mrs. Gerald H. Burgess and
presented by their sons. Gerald Burgess had died suddenly on April 29, 1938. He had bought
plants for Martha Crone in a number of years in the early 1930s when Martha was Curator. He and
Gertrude Cram visited Martha Crone in the Garden on July 13, 1933 and in the summer of 1934
he provided some Azure Bluets, (Houstonia caerulea); Yellow Corydalis (yellow fumewort), (Corydalis
flavula); Walking Fern (Asplenium rhizophyllum); Hay-Scented Fern; (Dicksonia punctilobula; Marginal
Wood Fern (Dryopteris marginalis) and Christmas Fern (Polystichum acrostichoides). Some of these
species were new to the Garden. In 1939 Martha received a donation of 100 Hay-scented ferns in
his memory.

Support of the Garden and of the Friends’ Mission
Between 1971 and 1978 the Friends paid for many small budget items, all totaling just over $5,700.
Included were two captains chairs in the Shelter, display case lights in the Shelter, a fan and glass
doors for the fireplace, a chain saw, a tractor for the Garden, a replacement tape deck. The two
most expensive projects were $1,000 for inoculating several elms against Dutch Elm disease and
$2,000 for 1) ironwork for a new front gate which is the
same gate in use today, although reset into the 1990
stonework, and 2) a handrail for the front steps from
the parking lot to the gate. This handrail and gate were
the Friends contribution to the 1976 U.S. Bi-centennial
Project. This was arranged by Cay Faragher who was on
the Minnesota Committee for the Bi-centennial. The
Friends had requested to also fund new steps from the
parking lot to the front gate in addition to the handrail
The handrail of 1976 and the 1983 steps. Photo
G. D. Bebeau
but MPRB Superintendent Ruhe said that was
replacement maintenance and the MPRB should do
that, as they did, but not until 1983. The Garden restrooms were re-enclosed in a new cedar board
building with additional funds for the materials raised by President Dassett’s Board member friend
Cal DeLaittre.11

Education Program
A change in the direction of Friends activities occurred in 1978 when the Friends decided to focus
their funding on the educational part of the their mission. President Alexander Dean explains:
To encourage a greater appreciation of wildlings in general and this area in particular, your Board has
agreed with its Concepts & Budget Committee to use a substantial portion of the annual receipts of
the Friends for two projects. One is the establishment of scholarships to help a few high school
students to pursue the natural sciences. The second is the establishment of a few tuition grants for
grade school teachers in the Minneapolis Public Schools to take a course at a Nature Study or
Audubon camp each summer. The details of these projects are to be worked out by the committee
and reported to the Board next fall so they can be implemented in 1979. This, besides the incidental
aid to the physical garden, should be a little contribution to the ongoing appreciation of wild life in
this area.12
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The scholarships and grants program continued into 1985. Over those years $14,710 was granted to
79 individuals.
The 1977 Annual Meeting on June 4 celebrated the 25th anniversary of the Friends. There were
invited guests who had been on the Friends Board for many years previously. Attending were
Martha Crone, Leonard Ramberg, Whitney Eastman, Wilber Tusler. Russell Bennett was
represented by his wife, as he was on his way to his ranch in Alberta. All spoke of their Garden
experiences. This was the last Annual Meeting founding Directors Leonard Ramberg and Martha
Crone attended.

The invited guests at the 1977 Annual Meeting. (l to r) Whitney Eastman, Leonard Ramberg, Wilber Tusler,
Russell Bennett.
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10
The Garden in the 1970s
Garden Helpers and the Voice of Ken Avery

I

n 1970 Ken Avery’s assistant retired. Cay Faragher wrote: “We are going to
miss Eddie Bruckelmyer in the garden. He is a great fellow but we should feel
fortunate indeed, to have Sam Baker back again full time. This fellow has a green
thumb and has already salvaged some trilliums from a Coon Rapids road grader”13
In the years when Ken Avery had several helpers, Sam Baker was involved. In the 1970s Ken was
allowed only one helper. When Sam retired in 1976 Richard Wick came to help, but in 1982 he
was available only as a substitute for Ken. That was the pattern from then onward. In the 1980s Ken
usually worked alone as did his successor Cary George. This was another iteration of the concern of
Clinton Odell whether the Garden would have sufficient help. Staffing would not change until the
middle of the first decade of the 21st century when seasonal garden help would be budgeted again.
When Martha Crone retired as newsletter editor another voice became heard in the publication.
Ken Avery became a regular contributor to the newsletter for a decade from the summer of 1971
forward. He brought to the membership details of the Garden. It is interesting that for the 12 years
that he was Gardener while Martha Crone was editor of the newsletter, we did not hear much from
him. Martha must have thought that the newsletter was not for that purpose, as she herself rarely
said anything about Garden “goings-on” while she was Curator. One tries in vain to create a picture
of the Garden or what was being done in all the issues she ever wrote.
Ken wrote so well that it is best not to paraphrase his thoughts but to let him speak for himself in
these next chapters. Noted in his first report in 1971 were: attendance at the Garden was quite
high, especially on Sundays; spring weather that year had been very good for the plants in the
Garden, violets in particular; migrating birds were scarce for the second year in a row; and the
MPRB was now ready to go forward with the landscaping around the new Shelter building.
Several of Ken’s concerns are voiced frequently. Crowds of people in the spring troubled him:
I believe that we were over attended this spring, and I have reason to believe that some of our
potential patrons who would have appreciated the unique potential of the Garden did not come then
because of the large crowds. I'm afraid that at times we unfortunately were overrun by people who
were simply going somewhere for free entertainment. Popularity can be a problem!14

He noted that when he went to the Garden to fill the winter bird feeders he would find people
arriving by car to use the hills for skiing. Ken was not completely against using the park in winter
for recreational purposes. He mentioned in his 1963 report to the Board of Park Commissioners
that the road from the parkway to the Garden parking lot had been closed for the winter (for the
first time apparently) and that subsequently it found a new use as a ski hill. By 1965 after people
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had discovered that the park was beautiful in winter, the rise of cross-country skiing caused the
winter seclusion of the park to vanish. This popularity also brought vandalism.15
In 1973 alone there were three
break-ins to the Garden. The last
one, in May, was into the Martha
Crone Shelter where the tape deck
was stolen. The deck had been a gift
of the Shelter architect, Mr. Hiram
Livingston as a memorial for his
wife. In an earlier break-in nothing
was taken. The other break-in was
to the tool shed where the chain
saw was taken.16 In 1975 Ramshead
Lady’s-slippers and Maidenhair
Ferns were taken.17 In 1986 there
The Garden drive which became popular for skiing after 1965. Photo
from a Kodachrome by Martha Crone January 27, 1951. Birch Pond is
was a break-in to the Shelter during
down to the right.
the first week of April. Glass was
broken in the exhibits, several books
were destroyed, some furniture damaged and the front door was broken.18
Years later the increased Park use in winter continued to bother Ken. By 1979 he reported that
there was no need to blaze a trail to a work area — the trails were all packed down and only the
Garden and remote areas of the park were untrod. Wildlife that used to have the whole park now
had just the Garden as a sanctuary.19
While Ken’s philosophy was that the wild areas should be kept wild, the use of Wirth Park for
recreational skiing and later for competitive skiing was not going away. When it occurred in the
immediate area around the Garden, known as the buffer zone, it became a contentious issue for the
Friends and therefore for the MPRB.
Ken frequently commented on the state of the
natural springs in the area. This from 1971:
Finally, some of you might be interested in
knowing that the spring located in the bog
just behind the Garden has dried up just as it
did last year. It had done this before but only
after prolonged drought periods. Last year it
dried up after a short dry spell and this year it
did so before the drought started. I'm afraid
our spring is gone.20

Ken’s comment about “located in the bog just
behind the Garden” was somewhat misleading
because it is unclear that he is referring to the
main spring outside the west Garden fence and

The Great Medicine Spring just after the canopy and
fountain were completed in 1939. Photo by Walter
Dahlberg.
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down the hill, that is, to the northwest— the Great Medicine Spring. The area approaching the
spring is boggy but the spring outlet was on solid ground. He did not mean the other spring, which
had dried up years earlier and was also located in a bog behind the Garden just northeast of the
back gate — the old Bubbling Spring.
In early 1973 he added:
I’m afraid that this will be my last word on the spring which I have mentioned in my past reports. It
remained dry all winter this year. I left town for a week and when I returned on March 17, I notice
that someone had capped the spring. On my first day back in the Garden, (the 19th) I removed the
cap and about one cup of water rushed out and then it was over; and I’m afraid it is over forever. Our
spring has gone the way of the Passenger Pigeon and for somewhat the same reason.21

In the coming years he would report on the ups and downs of the spring. It sporadically returned to
life throughout the 1970s and 1980s. By the late 1990s there was enough flow to cause the Friends
to have a well casing put in to increase flow. This was unsuccessful in the long run and the well
and platform were removed in 2018. [Spring details are in appendix 9]

Birds, Plants and Other Issues
as described by Ken Avery
During the 1970s, when Ken wrote regularly for The Fringed Gentian™, he provided detailed
information about many things in the Garden. He was a natural in nature writing when he wrote
about birds.
Owls and Pileated Woodpeckers in the Garden. They had
always been there as both Eloise Butler and Martha Crone
made note of them but Ken provided the best narrative.
1. 1973: One old friend that gave me a fright last year is
back, however, and seems to be ready to stay — our Great
Horned Owl. Last year I saw him a few times in late fall
and then not one more time all winter. I was afraid the
greatly expanded winter use of the area all might have but
he discouraged this shy bird and that he had secured more
remote lodgings, but he is back as usual this winter.

A Great-horned Owl of a later vintage.
Photo by Al Jueneman, February 2014.

Another bird which I have seen with some regularity this fall is the Pileated Woodpecker. This
spectacular bird used to be one of our valued residents but for close to ten years now none have
made their home here in the Sanctuary. We have seen them every year but only at widely spaced
intervals. We have continued to hope that one (and preferably two) will make our Sanctuary their
sanctuary. The bird which I have seen this fall has remained in the area much longer than any have
for the last few years so I remain an optimist.
I should also report that the Saw-whet Owl, a bird that is not at all common in this area, showed
himself to me at the spring about a week before Christmas. I have seen the species in the Sanctuary
once before about nineteen months ago when one was seen in a white pine by the front gate at about
five-thirty one afternoon and it was at the same place at the same time again the next day. I went back
79

time and again to see if this were this were his schedule but I did
not see one again until this December.22
2. 1974: I also have some other owl news from last year. The
Great Horned Owl has wintered in the Garden many years, more
than I have been there, and we have assumed that they nested in
that area — they nest in February. I had even seen two of them
making overtures, but until last summer we had never seen the
nest or their young. Last spring someone reported that they had
seen a young owl in the wild area west of Birch Pond. We found
one of the young and a few days later found a second one. They
both disappeared, but then I saw one in the fall fully grown. Now
I have a second-hand report of the owl nesting in the park again,
but I have not seen it personally.23
3. 1976: Another thing that is happening is that the Great
Horned Owl is busy having a family again. This may seem like a
Ken Avery with his foot on the
strange time to be sitting on a clutch of eggs but it is the time that
stump of old Monarch, the largest
the Great Horned Owl picks. I would think it would be a little
white oak in Minneapolis that was
uncomfortable, and I must say when I saw her half covered with
cut down in 1940. Photo Jo Ann
Rice, Golden Valley Sun, June 8,
snow she didn't have a terribly happy expression on her face; but
1972.
she has no one to blame but herself. This is the third year in a
row that we have been aware of the owl nesting in the area. I have
no way of knowing if one nested there for the last 20 years, but since we have found it for the last
three years and never did before, I wonder if during those high D.D.T. years they did manage to nest
or if we simply managed to miss it. You know that the eagles have been having better nesting success
these last few years since the D.D.T. has become less prevalent in the environment.24
4. 1976: Two weeks ago I saw two Pileated Woodpeckers flying over Theodore Wirth Lake, This was
a most welcome sight, When I first started at the Garden in 1954, the Pileated was a permanent
resident and while not a year has passed without our seeing one, they have all been casual visitors for
the last fifteen years. I hope that seeing two of them means that they are living here again.25

On the Stemless Lady’s-slipper:
Last year while at Itasca Park, a friend who lives in Bagley gave us a personal tour of Northwestern
Minnesota and at the end of the tour stopped at the Kingsburys to introduce us. The Kingsburys
have a rock and gem shop 6 miles north of Bemidji, and I must say an excellent one; but we stopped
to see his garden. Mr. Kingsbury grows Pink Stemless Lady’s-slippers and Ram’s-head Lady’s-slippers
with the ease and success most people reserve for petunias. He actually has beds of these impossibly
difficult flowers growing and thriving in his lawn. I have never seen anything like it!
As you might suspect, Mr. Kingsbury turned out to be a very personable, friendly man and when he
heard what I did he offered to show me where some of these precious plants were growing if I could
come back in the spring. Again, as you might suspect, I went back there this spring (the first weekend
in June) and he showed me the place where they grow — and grow they did! I believe that there
averaged a Pink Stemless every twenty feet through the woods (Jack pines) and in a small area there
were seemingly hundreds of Ram’s-heads growing. It was unbelievable.
We took a sufficient number, and they are now in the Garden and at this time appear to be quite
comfortable. I hope that in seeing them growing in the wild and by studying the way that Mr.
Kingsbury grows them, I also shall be able to grow them successfully. Incidentally the woods where
we obtained these plants is scheduled to be cut or I never would have taken them.
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Acquiring rare plants for the Garden occurred in later years as well. The source was from habitat
about to be upset by public construction projects or from organizations that rescue such plants.27
Weedy plant issues:
First I should explain that those shrubs are some of the most persistent “weeds” we have in the
Garden. We have cut them, burned them, and torn them out by the roots, but in an area as large as
ours it has been impossible to eliminate them. The truth is that there are still just as many as there
were ten years ago. Burning, one of the techniques I just mentioned, is now the darling of those who
would manipulate ecosystems. It is prescribed for maintaining forests and it is said that you cannot
have a prairie without fire. Many seem to think that fire is a magic word and you have only to burn
an area and, presto! you have a prairie. I will agree that fire is an important tool in maintaining
prairies but my experience is that fire alone will not do the job. Fire seems particularly ineffective in
controlling sumac and oaks — two of our greatest problems in the garden. Consequently I have come
to my latest experiment. I am now using a tree killer designed for foresters to kill weed trees. I must
say that the immediate result looks awful, but if it works (as it seems to be doing) — well, wait until
next year.28

Dutch elm disease:
Ken Avery’s first comment about the disease occurs in the 1964 Report to the Board of Park
Commissioners dated March 12, 1965 when he mentions that a tree trimming crew helped him to
remove dead and dying elm wood. He states that he believed he made an important finding as to
the sanitation of diseased wood. He found that it took only one fourth of time to debark a tree as it
did to cut it up. Because there were so many large large elms in the wetland area of the Garden and
just outside the Garden, removal would be difficult; this might be an important remedy to control
the disease. It was later established by arborists that removing the bark from dead elm wood was
sufficient to prevent the spread of the disease, so Ken’s remedy
was on the mark.
The progress of the disease was to last for many years. In 1972
Ken wrote:
The largest tree in the Garden has died — I'm sure that many
of you will remember the huge elm by the park bench just
beyond the Hepaticas. Five or six years ago one branch on the
tree appeared to be dying and upon examination we found
evidence that it had been hit by lightning. It had recovered
from that injury, however, and has looked quite healthy for
the past few years until this summer when the leaves started
drying up and soon the leaves from the entire tree had fallen.
I suspected Dutch Elm Disease and called in the men who
are assigned to check for the disease. The symptoms were not
those typical of that disease — thankfully, so I am afraid our
giant died of unknown causes.29

The large elm, Eloise Butler’s “Inner
Guard” with the “Lone Sentinel” in
the background. Photo - W. P.
Kirkwood in The Bellman, May 1913

This elm is the one Eloise Butler referred to as the “Inner Guard” which appeared in a photograph
published in The Bellman in 1913. Further to the north along this same path was the other large elm
that she called the “Lone Sentinel.” In 1975 Ken noted that the Park Board was removing diseased
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elms from the swamp area behind the Garden, the old North Meadow, and that three trees had
been removed within the Garden in 1974.
I think I mentioned last year that the plague had struck — the plague in this case being Dutch Elm
Disease. I've been working here most of the winter with the crew removing the corpses. We cut the
dead trees down and burn all the parts that can be reasonably handled in this way. Then spray those
parts that are too big to burn with a chemical that kills the grubs in the bark to prevent them from
maturing and spreading the disease to healthy trees. I hope that we have found them all and in so
doing we have arrested the spread of the disease in the park. We have certainly tried.30

There was no way, however, to control the spread of the disease. At the Annual Meeting of the
Friends, held in the Garden on Saturday May 15, 1976, Mildred Olson raised the question about reforesting the Garden after all the elm losses. This was the first time there is a record of the Friends
talking about this issue which would be important for the next 50 years. Ken thought some of it
would happen with natural re-growth and some would have to be planted. The re-planting would in
fact take place for many years, and has never stopped as some areas must periodically be thinned of
the more invasive species and some of the remaining old growth dies.
In 1976 half of the remaining elms in the Garden died during the summer. Friends president
Alexander Dean noted that the loss of tree canopy in the Woodland Garden, causing the growth of
brush, vines and heavy weeds, would require re-planting of trees.31 Beginning in the fall of 1977,
small trees were being planted to replace elm losses. This process continued for years during Ken’s
tenure as Gardener. Within the City of Minneapolis the scourge began in 1963 and by 1986 94,988
trees had been removed with 105,012 remaining. Most of those in the Garden had been lost by that
time.
In the Variety section of the Minneapolis Star on
August 29, 1978, Caroline Young wrote an article
titled “Plants had it made in tall elms’ shade” in
which she interviewed Ken Avery about the effect
of the loss of elms to Dutch Elm Disease. By this
time the Garden had loss all but 10 of its more
than 175 American Elms, and Ken re-told the
story of how that loss was changing the Garden.
In the photo he is holding a Groundnut, a plant
not found in the forest area of the Garden until
the canopy of elm was eliminated. Now, the
plants favoring shade were not doing so well. One
of his remarks in the article was:
It used to be just beautiful. It does not compare with what it was. It has to go back to what it used to
be; it's a highly disturbed area. It’s a tragedy in many ways. I go into mourning over it. The flowers are
not as nice as they used to be. But by the same token, if a person is interested in nature, he has to be
interested in what is happening - it’s an experiment I wouldn’t have the nerve to conduct.
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On making a sphagnum bog:
When I first started working here I attempted to grow a little sphagnum bog by removing about a
foot of soil from our bog and replacing it with coarse gravel, hoping that it would provide a sterile
medium upon which sphagnum and other bog plants could be grown. It almost worked, but it was
not sterile enough to discourage weeds, and when someone stole the pitcher plant I had growing on
it, I abandoned it.
In a few years I hit upon a different plan. I made a raft upon which I could grow an artificial bog. I
did this by taking throw-away beer bottles which we found in the park and pushing their tops
through chicken wire. I then placed sphagnum moss on it and waited to see if it would grow under
these circumstances. In a couple of years, I had a little island with quite a luxuriant growth of moss
on it. I was now ready to go on with a larger bog. However, the brewers must have found out that
someone had found a use for their debris and they switched to a new cap which could not be
replaced on the bottle. This left me without a growing medium.
This spring another solution to my problem presented itself — wine bottles. They still have
replaceable caps, at least the cheap wines which appear to be preferred by Park drinkers. I use them a
little differently, however. Instead of thrusting the tops through the chicken wire, I tie them beneath
it like logs. It took half of the summer to come by enough bottles to float my little bog, but finally I
had enough. Richard Wick and I went over to the dying bog in the park [referring to the present
Quaking Bog] for sphagnum and put it on the raft and set it in the pool.
The next time you go through the Garden you may notice the two little islands in our pool. The one
in front looks awful, but don't look on it just as an eyesore. In a few years it will look as luxuriant as
that smaller island behind it.32

Other Nuggets from the 1970s
Plant Signs: At the 1976 Annual Meeting of the Friends, Board member
Betty Bridgman made a motion to remove the word “false” from any
Garden sign, as there were no “false” plants, just different plants, and
they all had alternate names. Her motion was as follows:
I move that we request the change of every marker in the Garden which
has the word “false” on it. No natural plant is false, and none imitates
another plant. “False” is the word for phony or artificial. False flowers
are plastic, paper, glass or wood. Every plant has a name that does not
include the word “false.” For instance, where our marker says False
Solomon's Seal, it should say Solomon's Plume or Smilacina racemosa.
Betty Bridgman in later
Motion passed — after she agreed to bear the cost of new signs. She must
years. Bridgman family
have done so as minutes of the Annual Meeting one year later on June 4,
photo.
1977 have this: “Ken apologized to Mrs. Bridgman for not entirely completing
the changing of markers of plants having ‘false’ as part of their common names. He has done those whose
botanical names he could find.”
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New Path to the Shelter: In August 1975 Friends
President Moana Odell Beim and Alexander Dean
met with Parks Superintendent Ruhe on putting in a
new path from the front gate of the Garden down to
the Shelter. Mrs. Beim and Mr. Avery had laid out the
path and Parks Staff had approved, it was only a
matter of when it would be accomplished. Mrs. Beim
told the Friends in 2002:
The winding path down to the Shelter. This
I was the person who developed the nice wide path
photo ca late 1990s, prior to the replacement of
that goes from the front gate down to the Shelter.
the edge timbers. Friends photo.
The way I did it was to arrange a garden hose along
the route I wanted it to go. I was sure happy to get
rid of that straight down plunge that used to be there.33

Ken Avery’s comments on the new path appear in chapter 11. In October 1975 Mrs. Beim wrote in
the newsletter about the path and thanked MPRB Superintendent Ruhe for his quick response of
approval. She quoted from his response: “I am pleased to have met with you and want to reassure your
club of our appreciation for the volunteer efforts you have historically given to this area.”34
Bloom dates: In 1977 Ken published a list of earliest and latest bloom dates for the early spring
flowers. He had kept records of this since his early days in the Garden in order to predict when
certain flowers would be in bloom. He found doing so difficult because spring weather is so
variable. Many of the species had an entire month of difference between earliest and latest. His
record sheet has been updated by your author from notes made by Martha Crone and by Cary
George. He did the same tabulation for the early arriving birds, but the list contains principally
warblers.35

Histories and Guidebooks for the Garden
The preparation of a short history of the Garden was a recurring endeavor for the Curators and the
Friends. Eloise Butler created the first in 1926 and her other writings add details to many aspects of
the Garden in her time.36 Numerous details of the Garden can be gleaned from her many
submissions to the Gray Memorial Botanical Chapter of the Agassiz Association for publication in
the Chapter’s circular.37 Her 1926 essay about the early Garden became the basis for a memorial
article that was published in The Minnesota Clubwoman in June 1933 following her death.
Martha Crone’s efforts were detailed in Part I. The Friends first attempt at history was started in
the summer of 1972 when Ken Avery and Robert Dassett prepared an updated history that would
be displayed in the Garden Shelter in a special leather covered book that Wilber Tusler provided.
Some of the history was published in installments in the newsletter beginning with Vol. 21 No. 1
January 1973.
In 1977 new Friends member Lynne Holman suggested at the Annual Meeting that the Friends do
more educational work in and about the Garden. She proposed that small conducted tours were a
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possibility for the Friends and also a self-guided tour brochure. It is likely
that Martha Crone’s 1952 brochure and her 1951 history were lost to
memory. There were some Board members against and some for this idea,
but eventually the Friends would help fund a number of self-guided Garden
guides. Ms. Holman became chair of a committee to produce brochures.38

Lynne Holman.

In the autumn 1977 newsletter Lynn reported:

Friends photo.

FIRST — an informational brochure will be distributed to the school systems and other organizations
who visit the Garden in groups. This brochure will describe proper behavior in the Garden and
provide guidance on group size and adult/child ratios. This will hopefully enhance the enjoyment for
such groups and limit any potential damage to the Garden.
SECOND — a new general information brochure will be prepared to replace the present blue folder.
This brochure will include educational material on the several habitats and on the flora and fauna in
the Garden. Hopefully it will provide a self-guided tour which individuals and group leaders can use
for greater understanding of the area.39

The “blue folder” seems lost to history, but the first brochure idea Lynne describes, that for proper
behavior in the Garden, would, coincidently, by resurrected in 2019 by the MPRB Garden staff as a
35 page color booklet titled “What will I experience at the Garden.” By 1979 Lynne was working with
Mary Maguire Lerman at the MPRB to design the self-guided tour. It became the Garden Guide
that was published in 1980. It contained a brief history of the Garden as have all subsequent
guidebook editions. When the MPRB developed their website, the section on the Wildflower
Garden contained a history as well. The Friends website which started in 2008 continued the
endeavor with a set of annual histories about events in the Garden and Friends activities.
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11
The Purpose and Future of the Garden
as Viewed from the 1970s
Education and Young People

M

r. Gordon Morrison, Coordinator of Environmental Education with the
Park Board attended the May 13, 1972 Friends Annual Meeting and made
this statement on why the Garden is so important:

Here in the Eloise Butler Wildflower and Bird Sanctuary and elsewhere in the Minneapolis parks'
natural areas is one of the most outstanding collections of native wildflowers in the nation and
possibly in the world. This is an asset in which Minneapolis can justly take great pride. Your actions
and continued commitment is a key to its survival.

He spoke of children’s visits and too many gray heads:
Thus, my hope is to see hundreds, even thousands, of kids out — out here, out along the creeks and
rivers, in the woods, on the lakes, in the Prairie Garden, along the Woodland Garden trails, learning
to love, learning to see, learning to have lasting commitment for the preservation of parks, open
space, and special resources such as Eloise Butler Wildflower and Bird Sanctuary.
Finally then, if you will forgive me, all but a few of the heads gathered here are grey. I fear, my friends,
that this may well be symbolic of what must be our commitment to reach out and bring in youth, for
only thus may we assure a future with the assets we love most — birds and wildflowers.

In 1979 MPRB Superintendent Charles Spears was interviewed. Here are excerpts from the
interview.
Q. Knowing the special bias of the Friends, what do you see as the place of the Eloise Butler Garden
in the park system?
A. I see it as a very important function, Where else can city youngsters who possibly cannot afford to
go to other places find the native plants. I think it is important that they have a place such as your
Garden, or the Diamond Lake area, or the refuge at Lake Harriet, or getting back into some other
areas that are not mowed so completely. In fact, we are looking at the possibility that we may be
mowing too much. Maybe there are places we should not mow to encourage more wild life, for
habitat and also maybe to save some money.
Q. What role do you see the Friends having?
A. I see it as one of continuing protection of the area. Without it where would the Garden’s voice
come from. There have been periods when lobbying was the only thing the Friends represented. That
is one of their strengths. Also, I would like them to work up special projects that might take certain
amounts of money not available from the Park's budget and be active in raising the money. The
Garden is a wonderful place, it makes you feel far away from the city.40
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Q. What sorts of projects do you see the Friends being involved in?
A. I would see them helping to better interpret what is there - the educational end of the Garden. So
people do know what they are seeing and the worth of it. They should come away from there with a
better feeling of why it is there in the first place. There are possibilities for good self-guided touring well signed, etc. I would like to see some evening programs in the Garden. A naturalist might give a
night life program one night a week during the season. In some cases that could be on a volunteer
basis with members of the group doing that. They've got expertise — but what they need to do is share
it. Wouldn't it be nice if some of the Friends could relate experiences and knowledge to youth
groups, and others!41

Youth visits: Charles Spears highlighted to need for city youth to have such a place as the
Wildflower Garden. Back in 1969 Friends President Cay Faragher had written “Of the city buses
[school buses to the Garden], at least 35 per cent are our under-privileged group who might never know the
wonder of Nature” [see chapter 7]. As noted in chapter six, youth visits to the Garden were
encouraged even back in the 1930s by Martha Crone. Here are some of Ken Avery’s comments on
school visits.
• By 1965 he reported that “2,000 people in 95 organized groups visited the Garden on conducted
tours. The greater of this, 1,700 (71 groups), were grade school classes but they also included high
school, adult, and non-academic children’s groups as well.”42
• Summer 1967: “110 groups visited the Garden with the greatest number being grade school, 3rd grade
and up. The rest were Brownies, Bluebirds, Scouts, Garden Clubs, Kindergarten Classes, High School
and College Classes.”43
• Summer 1969, as of June 10th: “Seven buses of school children at one time in the parking lot
everyday from May 1st until this past week when they averaged 4 or 5 per day - at least 35%
underprivileged.”44
The “underprivileged” term would work itself into the Friends transportation grant program for
school visits in the 21st century - a program designed for this same group of youth.

Past and Future

Martha Crone’s view: In her last submission to the newsletter, which was also her last
correspondence with the Friends Membership, Martha Crone wrote:
Once again the awaking of spring, coming after a long time of waiting. How fortunate to have this
lovely Reserve to enjoy where Springtime’s beauty unfolds in every flower. Flowers are eager to answer
the call of the warming sun, even while patches of snow remain. They must make the most of the
sunlight before the forest deepens and veils the woodland. How delightful to hear the first songs of
the returning birds. Wildflower and bird sanctuaries that have been established will greatly benefit
future generations. How fortunate that this native area was added while still in its unspoiled state. It’s
most necessary to meet the demands of our expanding population.
I have devoted my life to what I consider this satisfying pursuit.45
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Ken Avery notes changes in the Garden
Change is a constant in nature but usually this change is so slow that it is all but imperceptible, and
while if someone were to come into the Garden after an absence of five years he would be aware of
many changes, the same person would hardly notice any change at all if he came in each month
throughout this time. I am afraid that this slowly changing world has been replaced by one of
strikingly rapid changes during this past year — some obviously by the hand of man and some
apparently by nature but strongly influenced by man.
If tomorrow someone who has not been in the Garden since 1969 came in, he would wonder if he
were in the same place. First where he would expect to find Miss Butler’s humble little office, he
would see an area paved with stones and bordered with park benches. Over where the little halftumbled-down shacks, that were used for tool buildings stood, stands the Martha Crone Shelter —
not a large building as park buildings go but very grand indeed compared with anything that was to
be seen here in the past. All of these happened five years ago but those of you who have not been in
the Garden for one month will also notice a few changes when you come in again. First at the top of
the hill you will see a structure that looks a bit like a fort. It is a combination planter, bench, and
bicycle rack. A sign should also be there before winter comes. You will also notice that a banister now
follows the stairs down to the gate. The gate itself is very different and when you step inside the gate,
you won’t recognize the path at all. Where the path used to hurry straight down the gully toward the
Shelter, it now meanders snakelike first one way and then another to the Shelter. Do I like the
changes? Yes, I do. The old path was a problem because of constant erosion as it tried to be a proper
gully, and the new path is pleasant. We deserve a nice gate and the banister can be a valued friend as
you walk up the steps.

A winter view with the old Garden “office” on the left and on the far right one of the little tool
buildings with another partially obscured at photo edge. Photo from a Kodachrome by Martha
Crone on March 9, 1953.

Those changes that less obviously bear the weight of the hand of man are now evident by a large
number of trees with red T's on them. I am sorry to say that these trees are either dead, or dying, of
Dutch Elm Disease and will have to be removed before next spring. I must now be a pessimist in
regards to this. I believe that in three years we will not have any elms left in the Garden or even in
Theodore Wirth Park. This will change the environment faster and more completely than any
occurrence since Miss Butler picked this tamarack bog on the edge of town for her Garden, sixtyeight years ago. Those of us who work here will be very busy moving plants, chasing the proper
environment, trying to keep our plants healthy and happy. Pray for us.46

89

Today as I stood by the drinking fountain (where the old office stood for sixty years) looking down
into that unfamiliar area of scrub trees and brush thinking of the changes that have taken place since
I have been working here, I felt as though I had worked here forever. When I started working here
there were still people in the Park System who could remember Miss Butler. Now I am about the only
on left who was even alive when she was.
I remember when the road to the Garden was not paved. Warren Cadillac used to try out its cars on
our road. If they didn’t rattle there they wouldn’t rattle anywhere. When the frost went out in the
spring, it was virtually impassable between the spring [Great Medicine Spring — near the base of the
entry road] and our parking lot.
I remember when the huge elm — the one that was so large that you didn’t have to further describe
which tree you meant when you said “that huge elm” died. I counted one hundred and thirty rings
and the middle foot of the tree was rotted out. It had to have been at least 150 years old. Just think during the first part of its existence there were only Indians walking by that tree [see chapter 10].
The first year I worked here was the last year that any spring in the Garden ran. It was only a drip but
it was the last. That was also the last year that the Park Board had a fountain at the one remaining
spring — the one I have given a running report on the last few years [Great Medicine Spring]. Since
then the water table has been too low.
Marvelous things have happened over these years. One year a Goshawk nested across the road and
moved into our area in the fall. What a magnificent bird! I saw it make an unsuccessful attempt to
take a squirrel. Once I counted 40 wood ducks on the little pond over by the School. One spring the
Garden was full of Veeries — hundreds of them. I don’t remember seeing one before or since then.
Strange plants have appeared, stayed one year, and disappeared. One year
it was a Stiff Gentian. It appeared from nowhere and went back there
after one year. The year after the Martha Crone Shelter was built a
strange Nightshade grew by the foundation of the Shelter. The book said
it grows primarily in disturbed soil. The soil must have settled too much
that year and it didn’t come back.
The most marvelous thing is that the Garden still remains a little bit of
Eden. About two weeks ago I had filled the bird feeders and was checking
the battlefield where the war on Dutch Elm Disease had been fought,
when I looked up and saw a fox up the hill only about 50 feet from me. I
looked at it — it looked at me. I spoke to it — it ignored me. I spoke to it
again — it yawned, and having been put in my place, I went about my
business.

Stiff Gentian
(Gentianella quinquefolia).
Photo G. D. Bebeau

A friend of the out-of-doors asked me the other day, “what do you see as
the future of the Wild Flower Garden? Why are you so interested in it.” I answered: If by “future”
you mean growth and development physically, then the Wild Flower Garden has no future. Except
for a few cosmetics here and there such as are going on now — the placing of a nice, post and rope
hindrance along the paths, the knocking down of some of the vines and weeds that grow too rank in
the new sunshine — the Garden, to be a wild Garden, must stay about as it is.47
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Two years earlier on October 12, 1976 Ken had written to Gordon Morrison of the MPRB what
“wild” meant:
In regular gardens it is desirable that it appears that man has been there and done his work. In our
Wildflower Garden the ideal is that it appears that the present viewer is the first person to see the
area.

Friends President Alex Dean:
If by “future” you mean its place in NATURE and in MINNEAPOLIS, then the Wild Flower Garden
will show us, and generations yet unborn, what Minneapolis would have been if the white man had
never settled here. This it can not do absolutely, but it does and can continue to give us an idea of
what was here. Therefore, when we replace wild flowers and trees, we do it most naturally. We let
nature do it whenever and wherever possible.
It is not in grandiose physical growth and development that I see the Wild Flower Garden, but as the
expression of an idea which is held in the thoughts of people, cherished and nursed for those who
come in search of its sanctuary. That is why I am so interested in it, and that is why my daughter
Kathleen was interested in it. [His daughter Kathleen died at age 25 in 1968 and the fireplace in the
Crone Shelter is a memorial for her.]48

Ken Avery ends the decade with this note about an important change that has been made to the
Garden — a change partially accomplished by him, part by the MPRB and part by the Friends.
A few years ago it was the “trendy” thing to say that the winds of change were blowing across
America. This phrase isn't as fashionable as it once was, but the winds are still blowing and to adjust
to them, the Wildflower Garden is about to set a different course. Few people realize the shift that
took place when I replaced Mrs. Crone in 1959. The Garden stands as a steadying force — never
changing much from one year to another — masking any change. But beneath the calm exterior the
Garden had changed course; not much, but it had started to veer in a different direction.
One change was in my (and the Garden's) relationship to the Park Board. Mrs. Crone’s official title
was Curator. When I replaced her; there was no change in the duties which I assumed, and I must
admit that I received the same pay. Everything seemed the same, but titles are important, and I have
always been the Gardener at the Wildflower Garden. Another more subtle change took place when I
replaced Mrs. Crone. The Garden has always reflected the personality of its Curator. I'm sure it
reflected Miss Butler's personality and I know that it was the reflection of Mrs. Crone's, when I first
worked here under her.
While I have never purposely made any changes in the Garden, nature is never static and as changes
were demanded, naturally they were mine. Shortly after I assumed this position, I reflected upon
what the Garden should be and I made two decisions. First: It occurred to me that since the opening
of the Arboretum [Minnesota Landscape Arboretum in Chaska] the side interest the Garden had in
testing the hardiness of exotic plants was no longer warranted. I decided to concentrate on
reintroducing the plants that had once grown in the area and to a lesser extent to attempt to grow all
plants native to Minnesota
Secondly: I decided to institutionalize the Garden — that is to remove the Curator's personality as an
important element in its makeup. I feel that the Garden prospered under my hand. As I look back
on it now the zenith of this period was just prior to the building of The Martha Crone Shelter by the
Friends. The building of the Shelter heralded another change in the direction of the wind; the Park
Board seemed to discover the Garden and started to assert its influence. Oddly enough this
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accomplished my second decision — that of institutionalizing the Garden. This also was a time when
the Garden's patronage increased tremendously, and I lost one of my two helpers — permanently. The
Shelter added more work particularly for the first few years; then Dutch Elm disease added more
work; and the increased attendance demanded more attention. Through it all we have been
scrambling just to keep up. It is now beginning to look as though we are going to make it.
Now another wind of change is blowing through the Garden — his
name is Mike Ryan. Mike is the Coordinator of Environmental
Education. Mike, in assuming this position, is asserting more
influence over the Wildflower Garden. I have not had any long
conversations with him but I am sure that he is going to emphasize the
growing of native plants in the Garden. He has already shown interest
and concern for the wild areas owned by the Park Board. A concern
that I have had for all these years. I sincerely wish him well!49
Mike Ryan. Friends photo.

In 1980 new Friends president Lynn Deweese and wife Pat circulated a
letter to the Board members about finding a new editor for the newsletter, which they had been
writing for the past three years. They noted that the Friends had established more communication
with the Park system staff in the past two years and the staff were apparently reading the newsletter
regularly and they had expressed the desire to control some of the content of the newsletter. The
Deweese’s stated that since this was a newsletter of the Friends, not of the Park Board, that could
not be allowed to happen. This ties in with the next event.
That last quotation above was the last article Ken would write for the newsletter. Perhaps it touched
some sensitivity with his superiors, especially his irritation on his change of title in 1966, but when
the Park Board staff expressed the desire to review content in the newsletter it may have had some
bearing on whether he would contribute articles. The result was that information of what was
happening in the Garden now came via once-removed sources. Fortunately, Cary George, when he
succeeded Ken, would resume the practice of contributing articles.

Looking Forward to the 1980s
The composition of the Friends board changes again in the next decade as many Directors leave the
scene — all those at the founding of the Friends and all those connected with the building of the
Crone Shelter except Dassett and Avery will be off the stage. There will be fewer people connected
with the large city businesses and civic organizations. In a way, the Board becomes more
representative of the populace.
The Friends carry out the study grant program developed in 1979 and then transition back to
providing funds needed for the Garden and the Shelter. Toward the end of the decade Ken Avery
retires and after 80 years caretaking moves to a fourth person.
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12
Friend’s Board Activities in the 1980s

D

uring the 1980s the remainder of those Directors who were founders of
the Friends and many of the Directors during the Shelter construction
passed away or left the board. Whitney Eastman’s death was announced in
the January 1980 newsletter. Harry Thorn passed away in 1981. In 1982 founding
members Russell Bennett and Ebba Tolg die, as does our third president Walter
Lehnert. Wilber Tusler passed away in 1985. Robbert Dassett left the board in 1983
and Martha Crone passed away in Minneapolis on February 5, 1989, at age 95.

The new Directors were of different background but with the same love for the Garden. Absent are
the heads of business enterprises or friends of Clinton Odell. There are still people with
professional careers, many in education, but generally people who traveled in separate circles before
being elected. By 1985, with the exception of Ken Avery, all Directors involved with the Shelter and
the Board during the 1970s had retired from the scene. A new group was in charge.
In 1981 Dr. Marian Grimes retired as volunteer coordinator after 10 years at the post. Marie
Demler, who joined the Board that year took the position.
The Eliason Honor Roll Plaque was placed on the
Martha Crone Shelter wall that year. This plaque
was a memorial for Lydia W. Eliason who passed
away on June 19, 1981. Funding was from her
daughter Marian Eliason. Criteria for inclusion on
the board was that an engraved name plate for the
person memorialized was placed on the board for
memorial donations received totaling $100 or
more for that person, or $500 or more for an inhonor-of gift. The first name on the board is inhonor-of Dr. Marian Grimes.

The Eliasons provided the Friends with some entertaining moments. Minneapolis Star columnist
Jim Klobuchar reported on the ladies trip to Finland to meet relatives and research their history —
and the surprise of meeting, not a few, but 1,800 relatives.50 They also made the newspapers on
June 24, 1956 when a group of fisherman from Ely met them up at Basswood Lake at the point in
time when the Eliasons had decided to end their camping and fishing trip after a bear had made off
with the backpack containing all their food and had also ignited a box of matches in the pack and
burned everything up.51
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Friends 30th Anniversary
1982 was the 30th anniversary of the Friends. In the newsletter was writter:
Several past-presidents of the Friends were on hand to carry us back over the events in the Garden's
history. Kenneth Avery, our fifth president, spoke of his experiences in first working with Martha
Crone and then later replacing her as gardener. Cay Faragher, sixth president, spoke of the decisions
involved in planning and building the shelter. Bob Dassett, seventh president, covered the years
immediately following the shelter's completion. Alex Dean, ninth president, discussed the changes in
the garden prompted by the spread of Dutch-elm disease, the initiation of planning for the selfguiding tour of the Garden and the first of the Friends' study grants. Lynn Deweese, eleventh
president, finished the reminiscences by bringing us up to 1982.
Three other past-presidents were represented by letters. Walter Lehnert, our third president, extended
greetings to us through a letter from his wife. Moana Beim, our eighth president, sent greetings and
memories from her years of service, but also recalled the years when her father, Clinton Odell, our
first president, worked with Martha Crone in establishing the Friends to assist in the preservation of
the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden and Bird Sanctuary.52

Betty Bridgman wrote a poem for the anniversary titled “Ode for the 275 members of the Friends of the
Eloise Butler Wild Flower Garden and Bird Sanctuary.” It was read at the beginning of the meeting. The
full poem is in appendix 10, but here is one stanza:
Friends say to them,
What! You’re volunteering on behalf of worthless weeds
nobody needs?
Think what beautiful homes would fill the scene
in that ravine!
Think of the expanse of lawn
When the clutter is gone!
The happy homeowners out with their mowers
and snow-blowers,
Their dandelion-diggers–

The line about homes in the ravine is appropriate since the original plat of the Saratoga Springs
Addition to Minneapolis, where the Garden and Wirth Park now reside, was already platted for
homes when the Board of Park Commissioners acquired the property. Platted streets named
Abbott, Beard and Zenith ran north/south while Aonian and Arra made a circle around where
parts of the Garden now exist. When Glenwood Park was later established the original concept for
a parkway followed the placement of the current Garden entrance and exit drive but the parkway
was actually built to circle the west side of Birch Pond instead.

Garden Guide
The Garden Guidebook that Board member Lynne Holman had been working on with the MPRB
Coordinator of Horticultural Programs, Mary Maguire Lerman, since 1979 went into print in 1980
and was reprinted in 1982. The MPRB had applied to the Institute of Museum Services for a
$5,000 grant to be used for the Garden and the application said this about the Friends:

94

The Eloise Butler Wildflower and Bird Sanctuary has received much
community support throughout the years, particularly from its parent
support group, the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc., which
was incorporated in 1952. This group has grown through the years to
its current membership of 225. The basic membership donation is
$5.00 with contributions ranging from $5.00 to $100.00.
The Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc., have been the major
conduit for community and private financial support for the
Sanctuary. Since their inception, the Friends have provided the funds
to construct the education-visitors building ($27,000) at the Sanctuary,
which was dedicated in 1970. They have also contributed financially in
the past for planting, supplies, reference books, slides, and equipment.
In 1980 they contributed in excess of $2,000 for the preparation and
first printing of the interpretive guidebook, and in 1981 provided
$2,500 for a second revised printing.

The cover of the 1986/87
revised Garden Guidebook.

In addition, the Friends coordinate the recruitment and encouragement of volunteers to staff the
education-visitors building. In 1981, 32 volunteers staffed the building for 1093 hours of the
Sanctuary's 1712 hours of operation.

It is not clear whether the grant was ever approved. Bob Price, husband
of Friends Treasurer Caroline Price had made a contact with Oren
McDonald of Prudential Insurance Company. Prudential contributed to
the remainder of the cost of printing the Guide. At that time visitors
could keep the Guide. The Guide was reprinted again in 1984 and in
1986/87 it was revised to a new edition by adding more material which
required some new station posts and the resetting of others. This version
of the guide lasted until 2001.
The design of the 1979-80 Garden Guidebook required a series of
numbered station posts throughout the Garden which tied in to text in
the Guidebook.

Mary Maguire Lerman.
Photo Minneapolis Star
August 28, 1978.

Cutting the ribbon to open
the new guidebook trail. (l.
to r.) Friends President Lynn
Deweese, Lynne Holman,
MPRB Commissioner
Naomi Loper. In
background between
Holman and Loper is
former Friends president
and daughter of Clinton
Odell, Moana Beim.
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These posts were in place prior to the May 1981 Friends Annual Meeting. Following the election of
Directors everyone went outdoors. First, the trail with the new markers to match stations in the
new Guidebook was opened with a ribbon cutting ceremony and dedication, with Lynne Holman,
Naomi Loper and the other MPRB staff officiating. Then Mike Ryan, MPRB Coordinator of
Environmental Education, lead a tour over the trail. There was a tree planting of a Mountain Ash
and Moana Beim threw the first shovel of dirt for that “30th Anniversary Tree.”

A group of the Friends and Garden staff planting a Mountain Ash on May 16, 1981 celebrating the 30
years since the of the founding of The Friends of the Wild Flower Garden. From l-to-r: Naomi Loper
(MPRB commissioner), Pat Huntington (MPRB public relations head), Friends Board members Marie
Demler and Moana Odell Beim, Mary Maguire Lerman (MPRB Coordinator of Horticultural
Programs), Unidentified MPRB Naturalist, Unidentified Friends member, Gardener Ken Avery,
Friends member Lynne Holman, Friends President O. Lynne Deweese, and Mike Ryan (MPRB
environmentalist assigned to Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden). Friends photo.

Other Activities
In 1983 gift memberships were established for the first time and announced in the newsletter.53
The newsletter itself changed during the 1980s as it had in the 1970s. When Martha Crone retired
as editor in 1971, her format of numerous short articles with few about the Garden changed to
longer articles, reports about the Garden by the Gardener, messages from the Friends president and
membership information. In the 1980s after Lynn and Pat Deseese retired as editors and Betty
Bridgman took over, the format took a more eccentric appearance with a number of disparate items
put together, including some clippings and hand-written pages. The number of pages began to vary
from 2 to as many as 6 or 8 and with Ken Avery not writing, there was no direct news from him
about the Garden.
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Betty Bridgman had a long and fruitful association with the Friends as a Board member,
nominating committee chair, volunteer and newsletter editor. She first joined the Friends Board of
Directors on January 10, 1961 and was re-elected in 1962 and ’63.
Betty was a regionally recognized poet. She wrote her
first poem in 5th grade. Many of her works were
originally published in the Christian Science Monitor.
When the Martha Crone Shelter was dedicated in May
1970 she wrote a poem for the occasion with a very long
title: A letter of thanks from the Eloise Butler Wildflower
Garden on the occasion of the dedication of the Martha Crone
Shelter on May 13, 1970. The opening lines are in the box
on the right. [Appendix 8 has full poem.]

You are good people. You mean well.
You kept the houses off my hill.
You saved my elm and tamarack.
You love this place, which loves you back.
Thank you for sixty years’ restraint
of urge to tidy up and paint,
to straighten rows or trim a tree.
Neatness doesn’t count to me.

Betty was a member of the nominating committee for the Board of Director elections from 1972
through 1975. She then rejoined the Board of Directors in 1982 and served until 1990. She passed
away in 1999. Betty could write with humor and tongue-in-cheek as her poems show. At the May 31,
1986 Annual Meeting Betty's report as newsletter editor included this bit:
It has been over a year now since our president, Patricia Thomesen, made my assignment more
pleasant by arranging to have a committee mail each issue of The Fringed Gentian™. The present
editor, though widely regarded with affection and tolerance, as it proved, did not have the required
IQ to handle the permit mailing without getting our 35-year highly respected organization into deep
trouble and possible loss of our mailing rate of $.08 cents per copy.

The first known volunteer appreciation event was back in June 1979.
The next was a volunteer appreciation open house held on the
evening of June 7, 1983 at the Martha Crone Shelter. Many came and
some of those present talked about how they became interested in the
Garden. These comments are in the summer 1983 newsletter but here
is one about Judy Jones:
Judy Jones remembers coming here about 20 years ago. She picked
up a tiny ball of fur near the bird feeder, and heard a voice behind
her — caretaker Ken Avery — saying, “Are you a connoisseur of owl
pellets”?54

Judy Jones at the volunteer
desk in 1999. Friends photo.

Judy was a new volunteer that year and would volunteer till the end of 2009.
The following year, 1984, a volunteer party was held at the Shelter in June with 25 attending.
Retiring Coordinators Marie Demler and Natalie Adler were in charge. Shirley Schultz then began
her long tenure as coordinator. In 1987, for the 80th Anniversary of the Garden, Garden tours
were conducted by MPRB Naturalists on June 13th and a volunteer reception was hosted by the
Friends at the Martha Crone Shelter. A similar event was held June 7, 1988, then the next event
was not until 1992.
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On December 4, 1984 four members of the Friends (President Pat Thomesen, Natalie Adler, Betty
Bridgman and Betty Bryan) met with Park Board staff to air concerns of the Friends for the future
care and development of the Wildflower Garden. This was the overarching concern of Clinton
Odell in founding the Friends. In 1980 the Friends had drafted a policy statement about the
Garden titled PROPOSALS FOR THE CONTINUING DEVELOPMENT OF THE ELOISE
BUTLER WILDFLOWER AND BIRD SANCTUARY. The substance of these proposals occupied
the attention of all future Boards as it summed up the reasons why the Friends exist. The consensus
from the meeting was that their ideas were listened to. The document is in appendix 11. The set of
proposals suggested a plant census, suppression of aggressive species, identification signs,
elimination of non-native species, adequate help to maintain the Garden and protect the plant
collection, and the creation of a buffer zone around the Garden. Some of this would come to pass
soon, the remainder years later.
When Gloria Miller was in her first term as president (1986-87) she designed a small gift book titled
From Friends to Friends, that would be available to anyone donating $25 or
more to the Friends for support of the Garden. It was a combination of
her color Garden plant photos and poetry by her husband Lon. Shirley
Schultz paid for the printing of it and enough copies were made that it
was still being given in the late 1990s.
The student and teacher study grant program came to an end in 1985
with $14,710 disbursed. In 1985 all attention focused directly on the
Garden again. That year $1,000 was contributed for plant purchases —
an expenditure that would become larger and more frequent after the
turn of the century. In 1986 the Friends approved funding of $1,000
for hiring a University of Minnesota Graduate student, Barbara Delany,
to prepare a plant census of the Garden. This was a recommendation in
Gloria Miller with a copy of
her book. Friends photo.
the Friends 1980 policy statement. Ms. Delany was to make at least
three visits to the Garden to complete the census and she completed it
during that year. Ms. Delany had been recommended by University of Minnesota botanist Tom
Morley at the request of Mary Maguire Lerman. Ms. Delany returned for census work in future
years. Other small expenditures were for an alarm system for the shelter, repair of break-in damage,
lights for the built-in display cases, a refrigerator, reference books and a drop-down ladder to reach
the shelter attic. The alarm system installed in 1986 paid off as an attempted break-in to the Shelter
occurred on September 27, 1988, but the alarm scared the intruders off. Only the plexiglass on the
screen door was broken.
The next large endeavor was the a $4,400 contribution toward funding of historical research about
Eloise Butler and the Garden by Martha Hellander, culminating in the publication of her book The
Wild Gardener, which was a Minnesota Book Award winner in 1993. Details of this are in chapter
14.
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13
The Garden in the 1980s

T

he road to the front gate parking lot became one-way in 1980, allowing
parking along the edge of the road. The section closest to Glenwood
Avenue became the entrance and the section closest to Highway 12 [now
I-394] the exit. That’s the way it exists today.
In October 1981 the MPRB hosted the national convention of the National Recreation and Parks
Association and a few visitors toured the Garden on October 26th. Conrad and Theodore Wirth,
son and grandson of former Parks Superintendent Theodore Wirth, were two of the visitors.
Contrary to the proposal of the Friends in their Preservation Document (chapter 12) to have
adequate help to maintain the Garden, after 1981 Ken Avery lost his day-to-day assistants as the
Park Board Budget was strained. His former assistant, Richard Wick, worked as a substitute only.
Dutch elm and new pests: By 1984 the ravages of Dutch Elm Disease receded in the Garden. The
understory plants recovered or declined depending of how much tree canopy cover each plant
needed. The Garden lost over 175 elms. Buckthorn, Leafy Spurge and Purple Loosestrife became
the new Garden invaders. Eloise Butler noted Purple Loosestrife in the Garden in 1916. Buckthorn,
originally imported by the nursery trade for ornamental use, adapted itself into a major pest. The
MPRB horticulture staff began clearing the wetland of Buckthorn in early spring and in the fall of
1986. This was the first major elimination effort in the Garden.
The winter of 1981/82 set a snowfall record of 95 inches with 46.4 inches falling in January alone.
Then the record snowfall of 1981/82 was bested in the winter of 1983/84 when 98.4 inches fell, an
amount not broken till the current day. The April 1983 snowfall record of 21.8 inches, kept the
gates closed until April 11. Ken Avery could only remark “Nature was on a strange time schedule everything was off from normal.” The late opening record changed in April 2018 when opening was
delayed until May 1 after 25.2 inches in snow fell in April, upsetting the 1983 record.
During the summer of 1984 the Friends inventoried of contents in the Crone Shelter, which the
Friends were responsible for insuring. The insured value was listed at $5,115 including some
valuable books such as Robert's Birds of Minnesota and the 4-volume set of the 1961 Birds and Trees of
North America. Bric-a-brac included a set of ceramic mushrooms and 36 unmarked Red Wing brown
glazed stoneware vases valued at $10 each. A few survived in the Shelter attic till the early 2000's
when 21st century viewers wondered what they were and why they were there!
In 1983 new steps from the parking lot down to the Garden front gate were finally installed. New
steps and a handrail had been proposed by the Friends back in 1975. The project was split with the
Friends paying for the installation of the handrail in 1976 and the MPRB to fund the steps. Those
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steps and handrail exist today, but the handrail was shored up in 2021 due to deterioration with
full repair awaiting budgeting.
New Garden hours were established in the summer of 1984 with the closing time set back to dusk
on weekdays and 6 PM on Saturday/Sunday instead of 5 PM. This was in effect from June through
August and was implemented by having two naturalists on site. There was a favorable public
response to the naturalists and to the additional open time which allowed time for a few Garden
tours led by the naturalists. In 1985 the closing was extended to dusk on all days the Garden was
open. Four naturalists then staffed the Shelter on evenings and weekends.
Garden foraging became an issue in 1985. The new MPRB Foreman of
Horticulture, Dan Hasty, confiscated from rogue pickers trash bags full of
fiddle heads from Ostrich Ferns. His position in the hierarchy was such
that he was overseer of Garden maintenance and as such was Ken Avery’s
boss. He was given ex-officio Director status with the Friends in 1986.
One of his first discussions with the Friends was planned maintenance
projects for the Garden beginning with improved direction and
regulation signage at the main gate, an outdoor display unit and
guidebook holder, and a revised guidebook, which became the 1986/87
Guidebook.55
Heritage Tree Program: In 1985 Hasty and Ken Avery began to nominate
trees in the Garden to the Minneapolis Heritage Tree Program. All the
Dan Hasty. Friends photo.
nominations were for the Champion Size category; these included the
Siberian Crab, Malus baccata, at Station 12; the White Oak, Quercus alba at station 21; and the
Black Cherry, Prunus serotina, just inside the back gate. In 1999 Cary George nominated the
American Wild Plum, Prunus americana, on the upland hillside. Then Dan Hasty in 2007
nominated the Yellow Birch, Betula alleghaniensis, in the wetland; the Witch Hazel, Hamamelis
virginiana, at station 31; the Big Tooth Aspen, Populus grandidentata, just outside the upland fence;
and the Mountain Maple, Acer spicatum, at station 12. In 2007 arborist Mark Kroeze nominated the
Striped Maple, Acer pensylvanicum, at station 12 and for significant size a
Canadian Hemlock, Tsuga canadensis, along the west woodland path. The
last nomination was by Susan Wilkins in 2010 for a champion size
Hemlock at the back gate. All eleven nominations were successful and are
still on the list as of this writing.
A second limestone fountain was installed in the summer of 1986 just
inside the front gate. Funds for the fountain were donated in 1985 by
William H. Burgess and Gerald Burgess Jr. in honor of their parents Mr.
and Mrs. Gerald Henry Burgess. More details on Mr. & Mrs. Burgess and
their relationship to the Garden are in chapter 9.

Burgess memorial inside
the front gate. Photo G.
D. Bebeau

In early 1986 the MPRB began work in Wirth Park’s last remaining true bog to remove non-native
shrubs so that Tamarack seedlings could get sunlight; then the bog area could be restored. During
restoration, a bridge to cross the water moat surrounding the bog was put in place and then a board
walk to circle part of the area for viewing plants. The bog, now named The Quaking Bog, is situated
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directly west across the Wirth Parkway from the Wildflower Garden. Both Eloise Butler and
Martha Crone sourced plants from this bog for the Garden wetland.

Ken Avery Retires
1986 was Ken Avery’s last season as Gardener, competing 28 years in charge of the Garden; that was
two years longer than either Eloise Butler or Martha Crone. In early December he gave notice to
the MPRB of his retirement. His replacement, Cary George, had starting working with him in 1986
and now became only the 4th person in the succession of caretakers of the Garden. Mary Maguire
Lerman, MPRB Coordinator of Horticulture Programs, wrote to Friends President Gloria Miller
that Ken only gave 3 days notice but since Cary George had been working with him for a season
during a budget restricted period, there must have been a succession plan in place already. Ken also
felt that Cary George would “belong there.” In Ken’s last letter to the membership of the Friends of
the Wild Flower Garden he wrote:
When I first came into the Garden under Mrs. Crone, I fell in love with what I found there and have
never intentionally changed it in any way. Oh, it has changed, nature and society have changed and
in so doing have forced some changes, but most of these were just cosmetic. In most ways, it has
remained much as it was when I first walked through its front gate. Another reason for leaving at this
time is that I can now do so with a clear conscience. Until recently there was no one in the Park
system who I felt could take over the Garden. Those of you who have met my replacement, Cary
George, know that he is an intelligent person who is interested the Garden and who will husband it
very well. I have to admit that my one apprehension in leaving is that he will do such a good job, that
this spring might be marked as the end of the dark ages for the Garden.56

Cary George
Cary George had already spent 10 years working in horticulture with the Minneapolis Park &
Recreation Board, principally growing flowers and plants in the Park System greenhouses — plants
used for spring planting in various Minneapolis Parks. He spoke once of his first job with the tree
planting group and what a pleasant change it was to move into the greenhouses. Because of the
seniority rules three other gardeners had first dibs to the job. Since the position of Gardener at
Eloise Butler required working alone all day with responsibility for the entire garden, none of the
three wanted the job; to Cary, it was his dream job.
During his first days on the job as Head Gardener, he was excited but also nervous because he felt
the weight, the responsibility, of tending this special place.
It was noted in chapter 6 that Ken Avery felt rather alone and lonely in his first years in the Garden
and would run out a greet a visitor when he saw one. Cary George was not lonely as this was the
job he wanted but there was another issue — could he handle it? As he was working on one of those
early days, he started talking with a couple who were walking in the Garden. He told them he was
the new Gardener, that he was taking over from Ken Avery. He evidently felt comfortable with
these visitors because he blurted out, in an expression of his uncertainty, “I hope I can do this.” They
looked a him calmly and replied, “I wouldn’t worry. You look like you belong here.”
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Events of the Late 1980s
One of the first plantings by Cary George in 1987 was
Winterberry. Three were inserted in the wetland along the trail.
He was planting them in honor of Ken Avery, as Winterberry
was Ken’s favorite shrub and was the only honor Ken would
accept. Cary had to search for the correct species. Winterberry,
Ilex verticillata, is the only holly native to Minnesota. Friends
secretary Joyce Smeby and her family helped Cary plant the
shrubs. At the Friends May 14, 1988 Board meeting, adding a
dedicatory plaque mounted to a rock was discussed but the
plaque apparently was never erected. Ken got his plaque in 2005,
but in a different location. Details in chapter 16.
Outside the Garden area in 1987, re-construction of Highway 12,
the old Superior Avenue, into Interstate 394 began. Ground
Cary George with Prairie Cordgrass.
Friends photo.
water flow to the springs in the surrounding area was affected as
water was continually pumped from under the new roadway.
Most springs had already suffered from the gradual draw down of the water table over the years
such that only the Great Medicine Spring near the Garden would occasionally flow. Part of the
construction involved closing the freeway entrance to Wirth Parkway. To reach the Garden visitors
now had to first get onto Theodore Wirth Parkway from either Glenwood Avenue in the north or
the streets by Cedar Lake in the south.
The 80th Anniversary of the Garden was held on June 13, 1987, with Garden tours conducted by
MPRB Naturalists and a volunteer reception hosted by the Friends at the Martha Crone Shelter as
mentioned in chapter 12. WCCO Radio and Mpls-St. Paul Magazine chose the Eloise Butler
Wildflower Garden as one of their "Summer Pleasures Days" on August 17th. The Minnesota
Horticulturalist printed a story by Mary McGuire Lerman in the June issue on Eloise Butler's efforts
to establish the Wildflower Garden.
1987 was the 2nd wettest year in recorded weather history and conversely 1988 was a year of
drought. The wetland was doing OK but Cary George had great concern for the woodland
ephemerals. Many plants that didn’t normally die back, were doing so. There was little new growth
on trees and shrubs. In the prairie area there was slow growth with wilting already noticed in the
morning hours. Cary had water hoses employed everywhere. Fortunately there were water taps in
the critical parts of the Garden.57 In other parts of the Minneapolis Parks system district foreman
Jim Fagrelius put about 50 water buckets by trees around the city lakes with a flyer inside
encouraging people to take buckets of lake water and water trees. Apparently many did so.
Former U. S. President Jimmy Carter visited the Garden in June, 1988. On a multi-city tour
promoting his new book, Outdoor Journal, he had a book signing that afternoon in Minneapolis at
B. Dalton but had time to visit the Garden. Minneapolis Star Tribune reporter Bob Lundegaard spent
time with the President in the Garden and wrote that while sitting on a Garden bench Carter
recited some lines from Bryant's Thanatopsis. He reported that “occasionally visitors would walk by,
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smile and nod, as if it was the most natural thing in the world to walk
along a wilderness path and run into a former president.”58
Cary George discovered that two yearling deer found their way into
the Garden “much to the delight of visitors — especially school children.”
Wirth Park had an unusually high number of deer sightings that
season. The deer were still in the Garden in early October and
must be out to avoid damage during winter59 They were not out
on their own accord and a roundup in late winter 1989 found four
deer and those could not be chased out.60 Damaged fences were
repaired and in early spring 1989 no new deer tracks were found,
Former U.S. President Jimmy
so they had gotten themselves out of the Garden before the fence
Carter in the Garden in 1988.
Photo Minneapolis Tribune June 11.
repair. Tree limbs can fall on the perimeter fence allowing the deer
entry. A gate left open permitted even easier entry. The deer
returned sometime later that spring, one of which was a 3-legged doe who gave birth to a single
fawn and both remained in the Garden all summer. Later in 1989 a barbed wire extension was
added to the top of the fence to prevent jump-overs but trees falling across the fences still allowed
deer to enter, so they were frequently found in the Garden into the first decade of the 21st century,
after which there have been no frequent reports.
Cary began using a new mulch on the Garden paths
made from cedar shavings. Not only would it have a
good aroma and provide a cushion for walking but
would be less likely to float away in a rain like Ken
Avery’s elm chips did. The source was from the
shaping of utility poles. When utilities ordered poles
of a certain diameter, the bark was removed and then
the wood was shaved down to the required size. Cary
would order a large truckload of shavings to cover the
Garden’s season.

Cedar mulch pile. Photo G. D. Bebeau

In 1988 Cary George introduced two revised practices. First, he had the plant identification signs
redesigned to 2" x 4” and made of routed plastic laminate —
weatherproof, impressive and unobtrusive. Then he started using
both common and scientific plant names, now the common
practice, doing away with Martha Crone’s reluctance to use words
the public might not understand. The signs were a hit with visitors
with a number stolen. He most often replaced “No Picking” and
“Bastard Toadflax.”61
Also in 1989 the MPRB carpenters replaced 3 concrete bridges over
the wetland water channels with cedar bridges. The main bridge by
the back gate pool was an old wood dock and was replaced with a
new cedar bridge with handrails. These lasted until 2015. In
October the roof of the Crone Shelter was replaced. A large dead
oak behind the shelter needed to be removed first and others with
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One of the small cedar bridges in
the wetland shown here as they
were in 2008. Photo G. D.
Bebeau.

overhanging branches were trimmed to remove some of the dense shading of the roof.
A $1,000 bequest to the Friends from the estate of Dr. Marian Grimes [chapter 9] was used for a
new birdbath. The committee of volunteers recruited
for this project were Kathryn Stennes (editor of The
Fringed Gentian™), Geri Benavides and Connie BartzLavoie. They traipsed around the state in the winter
weather looking at boulders and like many things we
look at, they eventually settled on the first one they
viewed, which was a 1,200 lb. model. The chosen one
was found at Gray Cloud Island in Washington County
and was donated to the Friends by Tim Duncan of J. L.
The 1990 upland birdbath in place. Photo G.
Shiely Stone which had operations on the Island.
D. Bebeau
Next, the bird bath had to be carved into the stone so it
was moved to West Lake Landscape in Eden Prairie so where stone carver Jon Roe created the bird
bath. Then, it was desired to have the date incised on the stone, so another move was made to
Drake Marble in St. Paul where sculptor Henry Valiukas carved the date “1990” into the side of the
stone. There was more effort than money in this as the total cost to the Friends was only $632.
Finally on April 5, 1990, the boulder entered the Garden via the prairie gate. By using three pieces
of plywood as bases and levers, Gary George and two Park Board Staff helpers rolled it up the hill
and placed it where it now sits, next to the large White Oak that dominates the hill. There is a
bench there that looks out past the Oak and over the bird bath to the far end of the Upland Prairie
Garden, providing a restful spot for both humans and birds, a suitable counterpoint to Eloise
Butler’s 1917 birdbath in the lower Garden.

Looking Forward
The appointment of Ken Avery as Curator in 1959 severed the link of continuity to the early
Garden. Martha Crone had been Eloise Butler’s helper for 15 years before she became Curator,
thus learning and then following in the model Eloise had set. Ken worked with Martha Crone for
five years before taking over and then Ken changed that model. He was the first person in charge of
the Garden who was a Park Board employee whereas Eloise and Martha had been paid a monthly
stipend for caring for the Garden during the open months. During Ken’s tenure the MPRB staff
took a more active hand in Garden affairs with new positions created that included responsibility
for the Garden, whereas Eloise, Martha and Ken in his early years made the decisions about what
to do, what plants to put in, what projects should be worked on, etc. With Ken’s retirement Cary
George had only Ken’s experience to lean on and until his death Ken Avery visited Cary often at
the Garden, even helping with burns of the upland area. The 1990s will show us that while the
person in charge is different, the MPRB staff is different, the important of the Garden, what it
stands for and its history, will not at all be forgotten but actually articulated clearly.
The Friends will find new voices, develop new positions of advocacy for this unique space, and
move into funding much larger investments in the Garden. Then, for the first time, a biography of
Eloise Butler is produced.
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14
The Friends in the 1990s
Defining a Mission

O

ne of the first orders of business in the 1990s was the review of documents
that outline the governance and mission of the Friends. In the spring of
1989 Ann Kessen, in her second year as president, and Vice President
Betty Bryan prepared a mission statement. There is no previous reference to such a
document. They reviewed it with Mary Maguire Lerman at the MPRB and then it
was approved at the Board meeting on April 15, 1989. It begins with:
The Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden and Bird Sanctuary is a wild garden and sanctuary for nativeflora and fauna, administered by the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board. Its purpose is to
educate by enhancing visitors’ appreciation and understanding of Minnesota's native plants and
their natural environments. The absence of formal landscaping and the natural atmosphere are
important elements of the Garden, contributing significantly to visitors' opportunities for insight
into indigenous Minnesota plant life and for quiet contemplation.
The Friends of the Wild Flower Garden is an organization of private citizens whose purpose is to
advance, promote and safeguard the interests of the Garden. It is the position of the Friends
that: . . .

From there it went into much detail about how this would be accomplished, probably in line with
ideas of the day but later versions would be less wordy while still espousing the very same basic ideas
which governed the Friends from inception and were in accord with the 1907 petition. [full
statement in appendix 12]
President Kessen then undertook the first revision since 1952 to the Friends bylaws and articles of
incorporation. These were approved in 1991. They were not revised again until 2015 (bylaws) and
2019 (articles). The fiscal year of the Friends was changed to a calendar year by the 1990 articles,
but the tax filings were never changed so for State and Federal government purposes, the original
fiscal year ending on April 30 was still in effect and remained so until the tax filings were made in
2017.

Reviving Past History
From 1985 to 1992 Martha Hellander and her family lived near the Eloise Butler Wildflower
Garden and Bird Sanctuary. In 1987, when she discovered there were no books about the life of the
Garden's namesake and first Curator, she became interested in writing such a book. At the Friends
Annual Meeting on May 14, 1988, Martha was introduced. At that time she was a new member and
was already into research for her book.
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When Martha Crone passed away in February 1989 her daughter
Janet Prevey was preparing to sell her mother’s house and Martha
Hellander was invited to review the hoard of documents, including
her slide collection, that Martha Crone had stored away. It was here
Hellander found all the notes made for Martha’s newsletter issues,
her diaries, correspondence between her and Eloise Butler, some of
Miss Butler’s diaries and Miss Butler’s long lost Garden Logs. The
circumstances for history could not have been more fortuitous as
Janet was killed in a car accident four months after her mother’s
death. Janet passed Martha’s slide collection via Hellander to the
Friends, who used them for a number of years, and the documents to
Hellander.

Martha Hellander.
Friends photo.

Over the next several years Board member Elaine Christenson sorted
through the slides, organizing Martha’s Kodachromes of the Garden and plants. The Friends
planned to use them at group meetings to introduce people to the Garden, just as Martha Crone
had done. By 1992 the Friends were ready to put on slide shows about the Garden. One of the first
showings was on June 9, 1992 when the Friends hosted a volunteer event at the Martha Crone
Shelter, the first such volunteer event since 1987. The slides were kept by the Friends for a number
of years and then deposited in the Martha Crone Collection at the Minnesota Historical Society as
was some of the paper material acquired in 1989 along with some of Martha Hellander’s research
material.
At the next Annual Meeting on May 20, 1989 Martha Hellander made a presentation on the
progress of her work. She had contacted 13 descendants of Eloise Butler's siblings, two of whom
were named for Eloise Butler and she had visited Malden MA in 1988. It was her intention to travel
east in July for continued research into Butler's family roots in Maine.62
Martha's intent was to produce a book of two parts, the first part, a biography, and the second, a
selection of Eloise Butler’s writings. She read one story by Eloise at the 1989 meeting - “The Quest
for the Walking Fern.” At this time the Friends provided $870 in assistance for her expenses.
At the Friends Annual Meeting on May 19, 1990, Martha was back
for another report on her work. She was working on chapters 5
and 6 of the book — Eloise’s botanizing trips to Jamaica and
Vancouver Island. The trip to Maine the previous summer
provided much information on Eloise's early years. Martha hoped
to finish the draft of the book by the end of the year. In the mean
time she was also giving talks to groups about Eloise Butler. The
Friends provided another $3,400 to help with her expenses and
then applied for a Minnesota Historical Society Grant and Martha
was awarded $3,600 for her project from the Society.
By the time of the 1991 Annual Meeting on May 18th, Martha
could report that the book, now titled The Wild Gardener, would be
published at the end of June 1992 by the North Star Press of St. Cloud, MN.
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At the Annual Meeting the following year on May 16, 1992 she spoke about the process of getting
the book published. She and her family were moving to Chicago in June but she returned after
publication to sign books at an event on Sunday August 2, commemorating Eloise Butler’s
birthday, when a special wildflower stamp cancellation by the U.S. Post Office was held at the
Garden. Friends member Dan Miller helped with the envelope design.

Over 200 people attended the Garden event. After The Wild
Gardener was nominated for a Minnesota Book Award, and won,
Martha was back in the Garden for a book signing on Mother’s
Day, May 9, 1993 from noon to 4 PM. She made several more
appearances at events with her last appearance on May 12, 2002
at the Garden during the Friends' 50th Anniversary Celebration.
The Friends promoted her book in The Fringed Gentian™, with
handouts in the Martha Crone Shelter at the Garden, and at
various events. Martha also received funding help from the
Minneapolis Woman's Club and the Minnesota Historical
Society as mentioned above. Many members of the Minneapolis
Park and Recreation Board helped her with her research as well
as archivists, librarians and historians on the east coast where the Butler had family lived. Staff at
the University of Minnesota and other institutions in the east helped with the scientific text. In
addition there were many relatives who had information to share or individuals who had contact
with Miss Butler and were still alive, particularly Lloyd Teeuwen, who witnessed Eloise Butler’s
death in the Babcock house in 1933.
In the Friends’ newsletter for fall 1994, Cary George reviewed The Wild Gardener. He wrote:
A part of Minneapolis' history has been saved and illuminated by this biography of Eloise Butler, and
while that satisfies most readers who are local history buffs, the book is much more than that. Eloise
Butler's life bridges the gap between two centuries (1851-1933). It was a time when the choice of
occupations for women was severely restricted. Martha Hellander's book chronicles some of the
earliest women's rights issues. Men received degrees from universities while women received teaching
certificates from state normal schools. And men were paid significantly higher salaries for teaching
the same courses.63
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Other Friends Activities

The Friends Board of Directors elected May 9, 1993.
Front row: Geri Benavides, Betty Bryan, Shirley Schultz, Joyce Smeby, Gloria Miller; middle: Mel
Duoos; back row: Cary George, Rick Bartholomew, Ken Avery, Connie Bartz-Lavoie, Kathleen
Wolgamott, Harriet Betzold, Kathryn Stennes, Sallie Cole. Not in photo: Ann Kessen.
Friends photo.

Historic designation: Getting national historic designation for the Garden was another endeavor of
the Friends. During 1994 $684 was spent by the Friends on survey work for this project. The
Friends formed a committee, the Friends National Register Listing Project Committee, chaired by
Rick Bartholomew with Martha Hellander contributing. The committee came up with a set of
proposed motions for the Friends Board to consider. Park Board Commissioner Patricia Baker
agreed to coordinate with the MPRB staff. By July 1994 the committee issued a report to the Board
outlining the steps and estimated costs. [appendix 13]
Rick Bartholomew reported that some members of the Park Board did not support the idea of
National Registry for the Garden, but it was recommended to continue to study the project. In
early 1995 Friends Director Steve Pundt, new chair of the committee, reported that the proposal of
designating the Garden as an historic site was now in the hands of the Minneapolis Heritage
Preservation Commission. The MPRB felt the cost of pursuing the issue was too expensive and that
it might result in loss of control of the Garden. However, the city agency stepped in before they had
to make a decision on the proposal. The commission had hired research people to see if the Garden
could be eligible.
The Heritage Preservation Commission of Minneapolis decided in late 1995 not to pursue
designating the Garden as historically significant because it was a teaching facility. A lengthy
document was produced outlining their reasons. [appendix 13]
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Newsletter: Betty Bridgman retired as editor of The Fringed Gentian™ in
1990 and left the Friends Board. The new editor, Kathy Stennis,
redesigned the June 1990 edition using a computer. Her layout design
would be used until the spring of 2008. She also used recycled paper
for the first time. 64
Volunteer Events: Several years intervened between the last event in
1988 and the first of the 1990s on June 9, 1992 when the Friends
hosted a get-together and potluck dinner for Garden Volunteers at the
Martha Crone Shelter. Another was held on September 12, 1995 at
the Crone Shelter at the Garden. This was the 25th year that the Friends provided volunteer
greeters at the Crone Shelter and 25 volunteers attended the event. The next was a pot luck on
September 5, 1996 at the Shelter. It was poorly attended so it was discussed at a Board meeting in
November whether having it at a cafe or other public facility might be better. So, in 1997 the
volunteer appreciation event became a fall luncheon, held at the American Legion Post in Golden
Valley. Eighteen volunteers attended. Marguerite Harbison was the chief organizer. She was joined
by Harriet Betzold in 1999. This venue was used every year thereafter until 2007.
In 1994 Director Connie Bartz-Lavoie
received the Volunteer of the Year award
from MPRB.

The table set at the Golden Vally Legion post for a volunteer
appreciation luncheon. Friends photo.

Connie Lavoie (left) receiving
the Volunteer of the Year award
from MPRB. Commissioner
Patricia Baker. Friends photo.

Deaths: On May 2, 1991, Catherine (Cay) Faragher passed away. She was president of the Friends
from 1969 to 1971 and orchestrated the design and building of the Martha Crone Shelter. On
October 4, 1991 Leonard Odell, the son of Friends founder Clinton M. Odell, passed away. He had
served on the Friends Board from 1960 to 1974. He was re-elected to the Board on April 8, 1974
but following the election he resigned in favor of his sister Moana, who was elected president the
following year in 1975.
Ken Avery made his last appearance at the Friends Annual Meeting on May 17, 1997 at which he
gave, for all the new members, a short history of the springs in and near the Garden. [Refer to
chapter 10 and appendix 9 for this history.] Ken passed away on November 19, 1997 at age 72.
Plans were discussed in early 1998 for a Garden memorial for Ken. The first attempt was to
establish a “Ken Avery Research Fund” at the University of Minnesota that would support student
research in the Department of Horticultural Science. The University estimated that about 5% of a
fund could be expended each year for student research. Later in 1998 Friends President Gloria
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Miller received a ready to sign agreement from the University but the minimum funding required
was $10,000 and the Board decided not to pursue it. In 2005 a tribute in the form of the Ken Avery
Birding Terrace would be built.
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The Garden in the 1990s
hen the upland was added to the Garden in 1944, there was never a
connection between the two parts of the Garden in the back (north)
section until the late 1970s and then it was a straight up and down path. It
had an undesirable understory of Buckthorn, Raspberry, Boxelder and Poison Ivy.

W

In 1990 it was redone and the
rough plants were cleared out and
some wildflowers planted.
Switchbacks were added in 1997 to
make climbing easier and control
water runoff. This is how it exists
today. This is the only path in the
Garden where you experience the
total elevation change of 80 feet
from the wetland to the upland.
The plant that was becoming a
major pest in the Garden and in
Wirth Park was introduced to the
Friends at the Annual Meeting on
May 19, 1990. Cary George brought
in a sample of Garlic Mustard,
Alliaria petiolata. Another concern
was that recent immigrants to the
Map from the Garden’s 1980/81 Guidebook showing the location of the
back trail between the wetland and the upland. The small water pools in
area were still entering the Garden
the wetland renovated in the 1960s were still holding water at this time.
and collecting certain plants for
The west loop paths in the upland are not shown but they were already
food, an issue that would continue
there as shown in the photo in chapter 6.
into the first decade of the new
century. Dan Hasty, Forman of Horticulture, previously had to confront these people and
confiscate bags of pickings. Signs and conversation with the pickers seemed to provide little
deterrence. Many would scale the back gate before or after opening hours.
The use of MPRB naturalists for presenting programs to the public and for staffing in the late
hours that began back in 1984 continued all through the 1990s and to the current date.
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Plants
Cary George noted at the 1990 Annual Meeting of the Friends that he found a grouping of 27
Kitten Tails (Besseya bullii) in a secluded area of Wirth Park. A portion of these were transplanted to
the Garden. Kitten Tails are an endangered species known from only a few sites in 11 Minnesota
counties. Another plant of concern was the Stemless Lady’s-slipper (Cypripedium acaule) which was
growing vegetatively but without bloom. The Stemless was a favorite of Eloise Butler, Martha Crone
and Ken Avery, all of whom planted them a number of times, but they always died out. Cary had
planted the current group in 1989. They are not indigenous to the
Garden, but are to Wirth Park. This last group faded away in 1991.
They have never been replanted as habitat was not correct. In that
same year he reported planting 12 Large Twayblades, Liparis liliifolia,
that he salvaged from an area just off Highway 12. They had a similar
history with the Garden with the same results as the Stemless and the
Kitten Tails.
In June 1992 the MPRB planted Walking Fern in the Garden, a fern
which both Eloise Butler and Martha Crone planted a number of
times, but without long-term success. Results were the same as they
require a special habitat.

Large Twayblade, Liparis
liliifolia. Photo Merle R. Black,
Wisconsin Flora

The Park Board Forestry Dept. reviewed and maintained its policy of
not removing dead trees from Wirth Park and from the Garden unless they were diseased elms or
were blocking walking paths. Ecology is enhanced by leaving them to provide useful functions in
the landscape. This policy remains in effect.
In 1994 several members of the Friends raised the issue that some of the plants being added to the
Garden were not native to Minnesota and should not have been planted, but Mary Maguire
Lerman, Park Board Coordinator of Horticultural Programs, stated that while the guideline is to
keep to Minnesota plants, they also want to maintain some of the plants that Eloise Butler and
Martha Crone had introduced that are popular with Garden visitors. This use of non-native plant
species was the same concern the Friends had expressed in the 1980 development proposal
discussed with the MPRB. [appendix 11 and chapter 12]

The Great Medicine Spring Makes a Reappearance
All the springs in the Garden had dried up in previous years but the Great Medicine Spring just
outside the Garden would flow infrequently. In 1987 their was flow, but minimal volume. Cary
George thought a hand pump could be installed but that the sense of community spirit of slowly
filling jugs would be lost. The de-watering of the ground under the roadway for the construction of
nearby I-394 has always been looked at as a partial reason for the decline.65 At the 1996 Annual
Meeting Ken Avery added that the spring never did run well during his tenure at the Garden and
he asked would the Friends consider adding a pump?
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On February 13, 1997 the Friends had a discussion with MPRB Manager of Environmental
Operations Jeff Lee about reactivating the Great Medicine Spring with a pump. Since this was
outside the Garden the Park Board needed to approve and may need to contribute to the expense.
Lee reported back at the March 17th Board meeting that Jack Renner of Renner Well Co. had
reviewed the spring and determined that the water table was too low for the spring and a pump
would definitely be needed.
In March 1998 Renner Well submitted a bid of
$10,600 for a well and pump. The Board voted to
approve the project with a limit of $15,000. The bid
was revised to $11,145 later in the spring and work
was to begin in the fall. In January 1999, Renner hit
a strong flow of water at only 135 feet down. Drilling
all the way down to the aquifer would have required
double casing and would be very expensive. Renner
recommended stopping there and letting a large
quantity of water flow out to try and clean the spring
without need for a pump. This was done at the end
of March 2000.
The results were good. Taste and clarity were
improved. To improve the appearance of the area and
the spring, the Park Board landscape architect
designed a site plan. The spring however did not
continue to flow at the previous rate and to improve
the flow of the water the hand pump was finally
installed in the summer of 2000 but water flow
declined even more from the initial good flow and
the purity of the water was in question.

Renner Well Company drilling a well at the Great
Medicine Spring in January 1999. Friends photo.

Within a short time public access to the spring was discouraged, first by the Park Board removing
signage about the spring from the parking lot area along the entrance road to the Garden and then
several years later by removing the spring parking area entirely. In 2014 the hand pump handle was
removed so that people could not attempt to pump water as testing indicated the well had
contaminant issues. In 2018 the contaminants of bacteria and arsenic exceeded maximum allowed
levels so the site was closed off, the well capped and only the remnants of the catch basin remain.
More details on this spring and others near the Garden are in Appendix 9.

The Garden Gates
A redesign of the gates to the Garden was first mentioned at the Friends Annual Meeting on May
14, 1988 when MPRB Horticultural Foreman Dan Hasty discussed such plans. By the time of the
Annual Meeting on May 20, 1989 a design for the front gate was drafted and Dan Hasty presented
it at the next Board meeting on July 20. The Friends requested a revision with a more inviting
entrance design than that presented and in the fall the Board put together a design committee to
work with the MPRB on the rework of the design.66 It was at this July meeting that Cary George
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had expressed the thought - “I hope enough money can be found to add a wooden archway so that visitors
may symbolically enter into the Garden.”
Final design work on the new front gate by Park Board landscape architect Sandra Welsh was
approved by the Friends in the summer of 1990. Three basic designs had been presented and the
chosen one was then modified into a fourth version for approval. Work began in September. The
old metal gate from 1975, still in good
form, was retained and re-set into the
new stonework. The Friend’s funding for
the entrance, totaling $9,680 was made
possible by a large gift to the Friends
from the Hamlin Trust.
The new front gate to the Garden
welcomed those who attended the
Annual Meeting on May 18, 1991. The
stone work had been completed the prior
year. The wood arbor was not yet in place
from which would be suspended a sign
The new front gate structure in the fall of 1992 with the wood
board. The Friends debated what
arbor in place but the inscription lacking. Photo G. D. Bebeau
wording should be on the sign. Betty
Bryan, a Friends Board member at the time, recollected that at a meeting to decide, there were
many suggestions, ranging from a phrase from Betty Bridgman's poetry to simply “Eloise Butler
Wild Flower Garden.” Cary George had been silent through the debate but in a lull in the
conversation he said he would like to offer “Let Nature Be Your Teacher.” Betty remembers that it was
one of Eloise Butler's favored Wordsworth quotations. It was approved and that is what went on the
sign. Betty said “It wears well.”67
Cary’s vision of the effect the arbor would
have on visitors, expressed back in 1989, is not
appreciated until one sees what the gate
looked like without it. In 2017 a dead tree fell
and demolished the arbor, which Park Board
carpenters reconstructed and installed in the
spring of 2018.
When the front gate was completed in
1991/92, changes to the fencing had been
The front gate missing the arbor after a tree crushed it.
Photo G. D. Bebeau
postponed. In mid-1994 Able Fence submitted
a bid for 200 feet of new black wrought iron
fencing to book-end the new front gate, replacing the old cyclone fence with its barbed wire top.
Their bid was accepted and work was completed before the Garden opened in 1995. The Friends
were recipients of a bequest of $5,000 from the estate of Lillian Jensen which helped in the cost of
the fence work. The total cost to the Friends for the fencing was $6,675.
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Improving the north end of Garden:
During the late winter months of 1991/92 Cary George did extensive work on cutting and
removing Buckthorn, Tartarian Honeysuckle and weedy Boxelder from the area along the back
fence. That area was to have the fence realigned and a new back gate with stonework installed.
Landscape architect Sandra Welsh of the MPRB had secured an Open Space Habitat Improvement
Grant to realign the walking path outside the back gate (the path Eloise Butler referred to as the
“tarvia path” or “tarvia road”), dredge the pond inside the Garden, and replace the crumbling
concrete dam at the pond outlet with a rock outcropping and waterfall in the water channel. The
Friends agreed to provide funds toward the water project and to rebuild the back gate with
stonework. Work was planned to begin in April.
The new dam was a replacement for the
concrete dam in the same place, going all the
way back to Eloise Butler in 1917 and that 1917
dam replaced an older earthen dam that Eloise
had created when the Garden was first
established. Martha Crone had reported the
dam crumbling in 1957. Whether it was
repaired at that time is unknown. The 1992 rearrangement of the fencing created more space
within the Garden north of the waterfall and
The 1992 rock dam seen here 20 years later.
dredging the pool created the current outlines
Photo G. D. Bebeau
of the small pool at the back of the Garden.
This was the pool Eloise Butler originally created in the first years of the Garden when she built the
dam.68 The boundary fence, from 1938, angled southward toward the dam from the two back
corners of the Garden. Outside the fence was the old bird feeding station that began its history in
1932. [appendix 7]
The new alignment moved the fence northward away from the dam, removing the angle and the
bird feeding station. Park Board carpenters built a new rough-cedar bird feeder for inside the
realigned fence and one for near the front gate. Audubon had agreed to continue winter bird
feeding, something that had been done for many years, begun by Miss Lulu May Aler in 1932, and
continuing through Martha Crone's tenure. When Miss Aler could no longer do it, the
Minneapolis Bird Club took over. They later became affiliated with the Audubon Chapter of
Minneapolis but in the meanwhile, Ken Avery took over caring for the feeders until his retirement.

The re-alignment of the Garden back (north) fence. Left - as it was; right - the new alignment with the
bird feeding station triangular area removed. Maps from the Garden Guide 1987 & 2001, MPRB.
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Granite slab seats installed in 1992 at the end of the path to the waterfall.
Photo G. D. Bebeau

Work on this project was finally underway on August 3, 1992 with dredging for the pond and
moving the fence. The Friends donated $2,000 to that project. In 1993 the Friends paid $1,204 to
Drake Marble for a set of granite slab seats that were placed near the waterfall. The rebuilding of
the pond in the wetland as part of the back fence and gate project resulted in the re-introduction of
muskrats and their burrow system. Two litters of young were raised in 1993 in the wetland, an
unexpected consequence of improving the Garden habitat but Eloise Butler had the same
experience in 1932 when the Mallard Pool was dug.
Now to the back gate: The back, or north, gate used to be the most convenient entrance to the
Garden when people arrived by foot or Streetcar, or in the case of Martha Crone when the Crone’s
old Whippet could not make it up the hill to the front gate. The rational for the new back gate was
detailed in minutes of the Friends July 21, 1994 Board meeting:
1) The Gardener needs a gate through which a tractor can be maneuvered.
2) The current gate is unsightly.
3) A new gate would provide a real entrance, not a “back door;” a psychological sense of security
would probably be attained by having two entrance points of approximately equal importance.
4) An upgraded gate would provide access to the newly renovated pond.

Brower and Associates was providing the back gate design pro-bono, however the design had to be
revised. It was originally to have four columns just like the front gate but the construction bids were
too high, so the Park Board approved a two column design. Bids were then let to LaMere Concrete
and to Able Fence for the stone and iron work in 1995 for a total cost to the Friends of $12,895,
which included the masonry work on a third Garden Fountain.
By mid 1996 a retaining wall to be built by the MPRB workers and 70 feet of fencing near the gate
had yet to be done. Fencing was completed in 1997 with the Friends paying $3,649 to Selby
Ornamental Iron for the fencing. The fencing was just near the gate and did not include the fence
section along the remainder of the newly realigned back path. That section remained cyclone
fencing and was not replaced until 2005. The final part of this project, the retaining wall, was not
completed until 2000 due to some required rework of the wall design. The Friends then made a
final payment to the MPRB of $2,034.
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Other Garden work
The Friends funded a number of other Garden projects during the 1990s: A wood stove for the
Gardener’s shed, materials to rehab the shed, the survey work for the historical designation plan,
plants and trees, a shelter bookcase, two bike racks, a log splitter and a microwave for the shelter.
All of these totaled $6,208.
In 1990 the Friends and the MPRB had discussed replacing with stamped concrete the flagstones
that provided the solid surface of the patio area in front of the Martha Crone Shelter and the
Friends requested a ramp be built for handicap access to the Shelter, but the ramp was never built
and the replacement of the stones was never done, instead, the flagstones were covered with cedar
mulch as they are today.69
Nordquist fountain:
The last of the three limestone fountains in the Garden was installed in 1995. Memorials of $3,800
for Dr. Daniel T. Nordquist were received from the Nordquist family and used to erect a water
fountain in the Upland Garden replacing a plain spigot. He was a researcher at the University of
Minnesota and died at age 34 on December 11, 1993. It was of Lannon Limestone to match the
other Garden fountains. Daniel’s brother Tim was building a microscope for use in the Shelter.
Daniel’s mother Joan Nordquist had also provided funds for a wood bookcase for the Shelter.
.Addition

to the Upland:
Through the efforts of Friends member and volunteer Elaine
Christenson and Cary George, a proposal was approved by the Park
Board on December 8, 1993 to add an acre to the Upland Garden on
the east side, increasing the prairie area and bringing the Garden to its
current size of 15 acres. The Friends paid for the cost of the fencing
needed to secure the area and had contracted with Able Fence to do so
at a cost of
$3,695. Able
Fence removed
Cary George and Elaine
the superfluous
Christenson in 1993.
fence between
Friends photo.
the woodland
and the prairie which was the old pre-1944
east boundary of the Garden and recycled it
to enclose the new area. Elaine wrote about
the process, from conception to reality, in the
Friends newsletter.70 Elaine received a
volunteer award from the MPRB that was
presented at the MPRB Volunteer Banquet.
Making the Garden ADA Compliant:
In 1994, for the first time, the issue of making the Garden compliant with the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) came up. Friends Board members Rick Bartholomew and Kathy Stennes
met with Assistant Park Superintendent Al Wittman on February 11, 1994 to review the Park
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Board’s recommendations on making the Garden compliant. It was the Friends' concern that
proposed modifications would destroy the character and experience of this historic landscape. The
proposal included adding handrails on steep slopes, reducing the slope of the trails, replacing the
trail surface with something slip-resistant and adding signage. The intent of the Garden, established
in 1907, is that “wildness be the sole aim and that all artificial appearances be avoided.” The Minnesota
State Historical Society might have been willing to advise the Park Board as to their concerns, but it
would be up to the Park Board to make a final determination.
By early 1995 the MPRB had developed plans to implement the Americans with Disabilities Act at
the Garden by widening certain paths to five feet, building a ramp to the pit toilets and a ramp and
railings from the patio area up to the Crone Shelter, which was something the Friends had actually
proposed in 1990.71 The Friends had not been consulted on this decision to proceed with
implementation and a handwritten objection was drafted and given to Parks Foreman of
Horticulture Dan Hasty, at the next Friends Board meeting on March 30, 1995, to present to the
Parks Operations Manager. The objection was that the work would destroy the original intent of the
wildness of the Garden.These issues were resolved in late 1995 when twelve Friends Board
members met with Commissioner Baker on September 14th. An understanding was reached that:
1) no changes or alterations would be made to the Garden without input from the Friends,
2) the Horticulture Section would not be acting independently with the Garden, and
3) changes would go through the Planning Department as has been done in the past.
Nevertheless, in 2017 an ADA compliance audit was completed for the Garden by MPRB, but the
lack of funds to do anything and consideration of certain historic place exceptions, precluded any
major changes and so the issue has rested.
A New Scourge:
While Buckthorn and Garlic Mustard were already
being addressed as plants that needed control
measures, two other scourges were particularly
dominant in the 1990s — Oak wilt, primarily
affecting the Red Oaks, and Ash Decline.
Cary George wrote in 1990:
Oak wilt has become the major threat in the 90’s.
A mysterious disease called “Ash Decline” had
killed many of the green ash planted in the 70’s.
Critics would say we learned nothing from the
monoculture planting of elms in the 1920s, as
green ash have been over-planted and form a large
percentage of trees planted on public land and in
streetscapes.” [And that was before most people
ever heard of the Emerald Ash Borer.]72

Oaks died each year. Three had to be removed during
the winter of 1995/96, four more died during the
following summer followed by four more in the
winter of 1997/98. These were the last oaks located
118

Clean-up on the upland hillside after removal of
oak wilt victims, spring 1999. Photo G. D. Bebeau

on the north prairie Garden hillside which had been the epicenter of the disease. Trenching
around them to cut root grafts was somewhat helpful but eventually all those that were grouped
close together were infected. This left as the most visible specimens on the upland hillsides the
White Oaks which were usually unaffected by the oak wilt fungus.

At the Close of the Century
In these past three decades the Board of the Friends became involved more closely with the
Garden. Proposals were initiated and rebutted in attempts to protect the space from changes that
would stray from the original plan of a wild garden, such as you might have found the area before
human settlement. More funding help was provided in terms of dollars and in the number of
projects. Membership numbers during this time period were never less than 220 and never more
than 270.
In 1991 the Friends decided to change the lower tiers of the membership rates and category titles by
adding a “limited income” rate of $8 per year; create an “individual” rate of $10 from from the old
“basic” rate of $5; change to a “family” rate of $15; leaving the higher categories unchanged at
“Sponsor” $25, “Sustainer” $100, “Benefactor” $200 and reinstating the Life category at $500,
which had been dropped sometime in earlier years. It had been in place since 1953, but called
“Founder.” This was the first change in rates since the 1970s and rates then
remained unchanged until 2009 except for dropping the limited income
category in 2008.
During the 1990s the succession of Friends membership chairs [Pat
Thomesen. Betty Bryan, Kathy Wolgamott, Lola Wheeler, and Joy Davis]
produced a membership directory that was mailed to all members. The
design of the later ones is shown in the photo. Rosters were known in the
1980s but no copies are available.
It is difficult to estimate the financial strength of the Friends up to the
beginning of the 1990s as financial records are not available, but beginning in
1991 records show the Friends had assets of $7,200. During the 1990s memberships were steady,
there were substantial sales of the Wild Gardener, a number of bequests and large donations were
received, and notwithstanding the major project funding, the decade ended with assets of $68,000
which would be used for the projects of the 2000s.
The number of members filling the office of president of the Friends during the past four decades
was remarkably consistent at five per decade.

Going forward
With the turn of the century the Friends would confirm that their mission was one of providing
education and information about the Garden, and also one of financial and promotional support
for the Garden. Invasive plants control would become more intense. A new Curator arrives and
additional help in the Garden becomes available. Throughout the past decades it proved true, as
Ken Avery had said in 1978, that the Garden “still remains a little bit of Eden.”
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The Martha E. Crone Shelter Completed.

The Shelter 50 years after completion. The copper hood is the centerpiece of the fireplace. In the foreground is
the large table gifted by Elizabeth Schutt and several of the six benches sponsored by various organizations.
Photos G. D. Bebeau
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More Shelter Photos

The Shelter interior in
contemporary times.
Display lighting in the wall
cases was funded by the
Friends in 1974 and the
Captain’s chairs shown on
the previous page in 1978.
Photos G. D. Bebeau.

Below: The Shelter as in
looked in the Fall of 1992.
Photo G. D. Bebeau

124

The Garden in the 1990s

Three Fall views of the
Garden in the early 1990s.
Photos G. D. Bebeau
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Physical changes

Left: The new cedar bridge over
the wetland water channel at
the north end of the Garden,
installed during the Winter of
1989/90 by MPRB carpenters,
replacing an old wooden dock.
This bridge would be replaced
in 2015 by the Cary George
boardwalk bridge.
Photo by Martha Hellander in the
Minneapolis Tribune.

Above: The winding path
leading to the Martha Crone
Shelter laid out by Moana Odell
Beim and Ken Avery in 1975
Left: Patio area where the old
Garden office was located.
Benches are replacements
funded by the Friends in 2001.
Witt fountain on the right.
Photos G. D. Bebeau.
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Right: The Gardener’s office
and tool shed. The Friends
provided a new wood stove in
1991 and then paid for the
materials to rehab the structure
in 1997 with the MPRB
carpenters doing the work.
Photo G. D. Bebeau

Left: The well pump and
old catch basin of the Great
Medicine Spring seen here
in 2008. The well and
pump were put in by the
Friends in 1999/2000. The
original spring fountain
and canopy of 1939 had
been removed in the 1970s.
Today only the catch basin
remains.
Photo G. D. Bebeau

Right: The Garden restroom
structure for which material were
provided by the Friends in 1973,
seen here in 2008.
Photo G. D. Bebeau
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The New Front Gate

Above: The Garden front gate, funded by the Friends in 1990. The iron gates had been provided by the Friends
for a new gate in 1975 and were reset into the new stonework by LaMere Concrete.
Below: As it looked late 1992 before the inscription had been placed over the gates. To the left, the 1939 cyclone
fencing remains which the Friends replaced with black wrought iron in 1997. A bird feeder of the new 1992 style is
on the left. The bench near the feeder no longer exists. Photos G. D. Bebeau.
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The Back Gate

Above: The completed back gate of 1995 with the wrought iron fence added in 1997 and the retaining walls
finished in 2000.
Below: The wrought iron fencing was extended the entire length of the back of the Garden in 2005. The bird
feeder is the ca2000 model that replaced the 1992 version. Photos G. D. Bebeau.
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Special Plants

Two Lady’s-slippers that proved difficult.
Above: the Ram’s-head defeated Eloise Butler and
Martha Crone. Photo Martha Crone.

Above: Cary George with the Heritage
White Oak. Minneapolis Heritage Trees
in the Garden were first designated in
1975.
Below: Cary with the rare Twinleaf.

Below: The Stemless defeated everyone, the last
died out in 1989. Photo G. D. Bebeau.

Photos Lisa Locken.
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Other Events

Above: A view of the Quaking Bog, renovated by the
MPRB in 1986, New Tamaracks growing.
Photo G. D. Bebeau

Above: The 1990 stone birdbath on the upland hill
with the 1993 addition to the Garden in the far
background. Photo G. D. Bebeau.

Below: The Pileated Woodpecker at home for many
years in the Garden and written about by Ken Avery.

Below: Martha Hellander in Maine during her 1989
trip researching the early life of Eloise Butler.

Photo in the Garden by Charles Miller.

Photo Martha Hellander.
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Above: The Core Pease house at 20 Murray Hill Road in Malden MA where Eloise Butler spent every Winter with
her sister’s family from 1911 to 1933. Photo by Martha Hellander from her research trip in 1988 for The Wild
Gardener.

Above: Ken Avery (l) and Ed Brucklemyer.
Photo courtesy Muriel Avery.

Left: Cover of Minneapolis Tribune magazine April 7, 1991
with article about Eloise Butler by Martha Hellander.
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Friends from the 1990s
Photos all from the Friends.

Upper left: New newsletter editor Lisa Locken in the
wetland.
Above: President Steve Pundt with Moana Odell
Beim.
Left and below left: Busy activity at the Shelter activity
counter.
Below right: Long-serving Shelter volunteer Judy Jones
filling the bird feeder.
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Some of the Directors from the 1980s and 1990s
Photos all from the Friends.

Above (l to r) Juanita Lussenhop 1996-2004; Marguerite Harbison
1994-2004; Harriet Betzold 1990-2008 and 17th Friends President
1994-1996.

Shirley Schultz 1985-2004

Jack Schultz 1994-2004

Betty Bryan 1981-1993; Steve Pundt 1994-present
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Marie Demler 1981-1984

Steve Benson 1995-present

Lyle Johnson 1998-2008

Part III

The New Millennium
Friends 50th Anniversary
Buffer Zone issues - resolved?
New educational initiatives
Cary George retires
A new Curator
New invasive pests and a new volunteer program
100th anniversary of the Garden
Major Garden projects
The state of the Garden
“The beauty of the Wildflower Garden is found in the imperfect,
incomplete, and impermanent.”
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16
The Friends in the 21st Century
50th Anniversary - 2002

A

new Board of Directors renewed the discussion about the purpose of the
Friends at a Board meeting on January 14, 2002. It was re-confirmed that
the mission was one of providing education and information about the
Garden and one of financial and promotional support for the Garden. This was all
in agreement with the Mission Statement adopted in 1990.
On Mother's Day, May 12, 2002, the Friends celebrated at the
Garden their 50th anniversary. Open house activities that
afternoon included a book signing of The Wild Gardener by
author Martha Hellander and a special tree planting ceremony
with Minneapolis mayor R. T. Rybak participating. Several
descendants of Friends founders Clinton M. Odell and Martha
Crone were present. The Minneapolis Park and Recreation
Board issued a proclamation honoring the Friends for their fifty
years of assistance to the MPRB.

Presenting the MPRB proclamation to
President Steve Pundt, (r), is Park
Commissioner Jim Irwin, (l), and Jeff
Lee, MPRB Manager of
Environmental Operations, (c).

Within the mission of supporting the Garden, another infrastructure project was chosen as a major
50th anniversary project. The Friends funded replacing the remaining 294 feet of chain-link cyclone
fence at the back of the Garden with wrought iron fencing in order to make the back gate area
more esthetically pleasing and matching the front gate in design. A major fund raising effort was
started to accomplish this major project. The fencing was completed in the fall of 2005 for a cost of
$15,256. As fund raising was not spectacularly successful the Friends reserve funds were tapped for
$18,000 to cover the fence and a planned tribute for Ken Avery. Due to boggy soil in the area
where the water channel leaves the Garden the new back fence began to lean in later years, so in the
fall of 2020 the MPRB put in new deep posts in
the area and floated the fence sections on these
posts.
Friends’ president Steve Pundt, looking ahead
in 2002 to the next 50 years of the Friends
wrote:
As we begin the 51st year of the Friends, we
must reaffirm our goal to educate the public
(and ourselves) about the preservation of
native plants. The Garden as a native
preserve is constantly at risk. The Garden is
threatened on all sides by alien invaders,

After successfully planting a bur oak are (l. to r.)
Minneapolis mayor R. T. Rybak, Gardener Cary George,
Friends President Steve Pundt. MPRB Commissioner
Vivian Mason, Clinton Odell III, author Martha
Hellander. Friends photo.
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with the main threats coming from gypsy months, Garlic Mustard, Buckthorn and deer.1

Another endeavor underway was the production of a 54 page Fiftieth
Anniversary Booklet, 50 Years of Friends — a summary of the 2002 50th
Anniversary events and interviews with Friends that recorded their
remembrances of years past. Board member Pam Weiner was directing the
process. Final drafts of the booklet were presented to the Friends Board at
the January 26, 2004 Board meeting, then 300 copies were ordered and
distributed to the membership in early summer.

Ken Avery Tribute
The plan for honoring former Gardener Ken Avery came together in late 2002 in the form of a bird
watching area. Board member Connie Pepin contacted Ken’s widow Muriel, and she was in favor of
this type of honor. Landscape architect George Watson offered his services in designing the area.
The Park Board surveyed a hillside site between the Garden and the parking lot and Watson
submitted designs to the Park Board for approval. The designs were too obtrusive and too costly.
The final plan, completed in 2005, was the Ken Avery Birding Terrace, located at the back of the
Garden on a flat plateau half way between the lower and upper elevations. This placed it inside the
Garden, not in front outside the Garden.

The site had 3 benches and a stone birdbath, surrounded by selected plantings. The Friends paid
$590 for a boulder on which to carve the birdbath on which was mounted a plaque for Ken Avery,
and then paid $4,914 for the engraving, benches, plants and landscaping. The Ken Avery Birding
Terrace was dedicated on Sunday, June 19, 2005 with Muriel Avery, former gardener Cary George,
former Park Board Foreman of Horticulture Dan Hasty, Park Commissioner Vivian Mason, and
many others in attendance.
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The dedicatory plaque on the Avery birdbath, designed by the Friends read as follows:
Ken Avery Birding Terrace
In Grateful Remembrance of
Kenneth E. Avery
Garden Curator, 1959-1987
“I fell in love with what I found here.”
Dedicated June 19, 2005
Friends of the Wild Flower Garden

The quotation was from Ken’s last written message to the Friends.

Mountain Bike Trails and Ski Trails
In 2002 the Friends Board took up the problem of the establishment of mountain bike trails in
Wirth Park. President Pundt wrote a letter to the Park Commissioners in 2003 about issues of
concern for the Garden, particularly the establishment of those bike trails in the buffer zone
around the Garden. He wrote that:
We feel strongly that mountain biking would be detrimental to the natural environment and
inconsistent with current public use of this south area of Wirth Park.2

Vice President Pam Weiner attended Park Board meetings in 2003/04 about the placement of the
bike trails. In 2004 they were moved entirely north of Highway 55, away from the Garden buffer
zone.3
Meanwhile the Loppet Group had placed ski trails in the buffer zone around the Garden. The
Friends formed a Buffer Zone Committee and Pam Weiner spoke at the 2006 Annual Meeting
about the committee’s meetings with the Park Board and other groups involved in moving the
Loppett trail from its position in the Garden Buffer Zone. An important milestone was reached in
late 2010 when, after an 8 year effort, spearheaded by Past President Steve Pundt and by President
Pam Weiner, the Loppett Ski trail was finally moved away from the buffer zone around the
Garden.4

Student Transportation Grant Program
Details were finalized at the September 17,
2008 Board meeting for a program of
subsidizing bus transportation of school
children to the Garden for a naturalist
education program. This was aimed at
Minneapolis area K-12 schools that had a
65% or higher free and reduced lunch
population and also classes with a 50% ESL/
ELL student population. In this time period

Student visitors on the Shelter porch in 2018. Photo Wendy
Trombly, MPRB
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the budgets of the Minneapolis Schools rarely had funds for classes to take a nature trip as was
done by school classes from the 1930s through the 1970s. Director Gary Bebeau, one of those
suggesting this program, handled the administration of it. Since the start of the program in 2009,
5,446 students have been able to tour the Garden with class transportation subsidized. The Friends
have provided over $19,500 in funding for this program. As stated in previous chapters, over many
years there had been a strong emphasis on getting youth into the Garden to learn about nature.

Friends 60th Anniversary
A Friends 60th Anniversary Garden
Party was held on July 22, 2012 at the
Wirth Park Pavilion to raise
membership and funds for the
Student Transportation Grant
Program. Tickets were sold in
advance on the website and at the
door. A silent auction was held, there
were refreshments, Garden tours, and
a jazz combo on a wonderful sunny,
but hot, day. Three new members
were obtained, the silent auction
brought in $2,137, ticket sales were
$1,535, with net proceeds of $4,157.

Cary George and Susan Wilkins at the 2012 Garden Party. Photo
John Maciejny

Curator Susan Wilkins noted the 60th Anniversary with this comment:
Sixty wonderful years have passed since your organization formally started dedicating time, resources
and vision to the care and improvement of the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden and Bird Sanctuary.
The Wildflower Garden is immeasurably fortunate to have Friends that are steadfast in their
commitment to nurture everything that makes it what it is.5

President Pam Weiner re-affirmed the
mission of the Friends
Our long-term goals remain the
same: to secure the well-being of
the Eloise butler Wildflower
Garden and Board Sanctuary with
financial assistance, volunteer
corps and support for educational
programs.6

On August 3, 2014 a second Garden
Party to raise funds for the
transportation program got underway
at the Wirth Park Pavilion. Tickets

The set-up for the silent auction at the 2014 Garden Party in the
Wirth Pavilion. Friends photo.
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were sold in advance on the website and at the door. There was a raffle, a silent auction of 62 items,
food, beverages, a jazz trio and Eloise Butler, played by Anna Anderhagen, visited. Tours of the
Garden were available and a bird-spotting scope was set up. The party raised $4,200 and 3 new
memberships.
In 2017 new Friends President Kathleen Connelly added a another voice supporting children in the
Garden:
I would like to see the Friends continue to focus on making the Garden a welcoming place for
children, especially children without other access to outdoor spaces, to safely play and learn.7

Member and Public Education
Newsletter:
The newsletter design Kathy Stennes created in 1990 carried through
until the fall of 1999 when Lisa Locken became editor. She kept the
basic format but expanded it to a consistent eight pages with four issues
per year. In addition, she increased the amount of black and white
photography in each issue. The concept of a “president’s letter” now
became standard instead of just “once in a while.” Cary George had
been, and continued to be, a regular contributor to the newsletter with
many articles on Garden plants and habitat. But in February 2007 Lisa
suddenly passed away. Kathy Connelly and Linda Cody stepped in to
Lisa Locken at the door
of the Martha Crone
create the next three issues, then President Pam Weiner found Judy
Shelter. Friends photo.
Remington for the position. Judy, who operated a garden design firm,
brought the era of color to the newsletter and was editor through 2012.
For the first time the Garden naturalists were encouraged to submit articles for publication and
many did routinely. “Notes from the Curator” became a standard column. The complete list of
newsletter editors is in Appendix 1.
These new approaches to newsletter content continued to increase the amount of information
Friends members received about Friends and Garden activities. During the 2000s brief articles were
frequently published about individual volunteers with quotes of why they volunteer, of their
thoughts about the Garden, and of some personal background. The most common heading for
these briefs was “Volunteer Spotlight.”
The effort and cost of producing four issues per year was a discussion topic from 2010 to 2012
when a decision was made, after a survey of board members was completed, that three issues would
be produced going forward. The majority of print runs were extra copies left at the Crone Shelter
and elsewhere for visitors to pick up. Controlling the number of these copies in future years was a
key to controlling the cost of the newsletter. That did not curtail the educational program because
all newsletter issues were now available on the website in pdf format where anyone could access
them and all members who gave an email address could receive the newsletter via email to save
further printing and distribution costs. A majority of members chose that option.
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Digital Communication:
A website development committee was formed at the Friends 2006 Annual Meeting.The concept
had been discussed back as far as 1998 but nothing developed. By mid-2007 a name had been
chosen and approved by the Board —- Friends of Eloise Butler —- but nothing else was done and the
committee disbanded. At the end of the year Director Gary Bebeau volunteered to create a site and
work was begun immediately. The name choice has proved to be suboptimal due to no direct
reference to the Friends or the Wildflower Garden. Also, there were a number of persons named
Eloise Butler. This was partially remedied by the use of alias names. In September 2012 a Facebook
page was added.
To provide supplemental information to the members in between the three newsletters an email
program was set up in the fall of 2018. This was used to send Friends business notices and the link
to each new issue of the newsletter for those electing to receive a digital copy. Later, in 2021, the
email was changed to a monthly educational mini-newsletter titled “Twigs and Branches” with short
articles on plants, the Garden, the natural world, and Friends business. Board member Lauren
Husting helped administer this program.
Three reference books were produced by Gary Bebeau in 2018
that provided historical information about Martha Crone and
Eloise Butler. “This satisfying pursuit - Martha Crone and the
Wild Flower Garden” was a review of her career from the time
she helped Eloise Butler until her death. “The Native Plant
Reserve in Glenwood Park, 1933-1958,” was a year by year
narrative from Crone’s notes, logs, and other sources, of
happenings in the Garden. “The Wild Botanic Garden, 1907 1933,” was the same type of information for Eloise Butler. All
were made available in digital format on the website.
In 2017 Director Gary Bebeau designed, produced and
introduced a Photo Plant Identification Guide based on
plants in or historical to the Wildflower Garden.The guide
was printed on heavy stock paper, spiral bound, contained brief
information about the Garden, the Friends, and 640 photo thumbnails
of 403 different Garden plants, arranged by scientific name within color
groups. The guide would be useful anywhere in North America where
this selection of wild flowers grows. The first edition was a print run of
only 80 but sold out by February 2018.
The book was enlarged in 2018 with more plants and larger photos.
The print run of 180 sold out by February 2020 when edition #3 was
printed. This edition was expanded considerably to 264 pages with
1,950 photos of 787 plants and a larger print run.
Diversity:
In 2019 President Kathy Connelly established a Diversity, Equity and Inclusion committee to
review Friends practices and position the Friends as an inclusive and meaningful organization.
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Directors Steve Pundt, Lauren Husting and Steve Benson volunteered to form the committee in the
summer of 2020. The MPRB had set for itself major goals for 2020 to 2030 on how to incorporate
indigenous community members and give recognition through land acknowledgment, name
changes and signage.

Volunteer Events
On November 18, 2006 a final volunteer
appreciation luncheon was held at the Golden
Valley American Legion Club. Ann Godfrey,
Harriet Betzold and Marguerite Harbison
arranged the event. John Akre of Minneapolis
Telecommunication Network did some taping
during the event for a video project on the
Garden’s upcoming 100th anniversary.
Every year since 1989, the event had been at the
Ann Godfrey, Marguerite Harbison, Harriet Betzold.
Friends photo.
Legion Club at noon. In 2007, to make it easier
for more volunteers to take part an evening time
frame was selected. All gathered at the studio of the Minneapolis Television Network at Saint
Anthony Main on the riverfront in Minneapolis. They sampled
appetizers from the Aster Café and viewed a screening of the 100th
Anniversary DVD. For most, it was the first look at John Akre’s
production which chronicles the seasons of the Garden through
John’s photography and interviews. Gardener and Curator Susan
Wilkins warmly thanked the Friends for their support of the
Garden and distributed 100th Anniversary mugs as a thank you
from the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board.
The following year, 2008, the event was held on November 8 at the
photography studio of Friends members Lars and Melissa Hansen,
with the Friends providing beverages, food, and door prizes, and
the Park Board providing desserts. The Friends hired Chow Girls to
Lars Hansen at his studio for
provide the food catering. Melissa Hansen added a special touch to
the 2008 Volunteer event.
the event with an unusual door prize. Melissa learned to propagate
Photo Phoebe Waugh.
two types of ferns that are considered threatened in Minnesota. She
brought young Christmas ferns (Polystichum acrostichoides) and
Marginal Shield Ferns (Dryopteris marginalis) for every volunteer. The ferns needed one more winter
indoors before being transplanted outside. Volunteers took them for their own yards and many also
took some ferns as foster parents. The foster ferns were to go to the Garden in the spring. The 2009
event was repeated at their studio.
The year after it moved to the Kenwood Cafe on West 21st Street in Minneapolis where Susan
Wilkins noted that during 2010 volunteers affiliated with the Friends provided 2,046 hours of
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service. Marilyn Garber, founder of the Minnesota School of Botanical Art, gave a brief talk
explaining the new Eloise Butler Garden Florilegium Project. The same location was used in 2011.
A new venue was selected in 2012 for a November 9th gathering — St. Mary’s Greek Orthodox
Church in South Minneapolis — it had a large meeting room, ample parking and a kitchen that
could be used with all the necessary tableware. The Friends provided beverages and food and the
Park Board provided desserts and
a door prize for everyone. This
venue was used through 2019,
after which the Covid-19 meeting
restrictions precluded these large
gatherings for the next two years.
Once at St. Mary’s attendance
increased to usually between 60
and 80 Garden and Friends
volunteers. For several years
running Pam Weiner brought in
a supply of donated books
related to plants and gardening.
The books were originally
Volunteers perusing books at the 2019 Volunteer event. Photo Bob Ambler.
donated to an organization that
ships books to other countries
where specific books on North American plants and gardening would be of
no use. Attendees at the event could take home what they wished.
Special Honor: Friends Board Member Phoebe Waugh received the Park
Board's Volunteer of the Year Award in 2014. Phoebe was nominated by
Naturalist Tammy Mercer, leader of the Early Birder's group at the Garden.
Phoebe was one of the first members of that Saturday morning group.

Phoebe Waugh. 2019
photo by Maggie Tuff

'

Friends Membership
The events already mentioned that were keyed to fund raising were also an attempt to acquire new
members. In addition to those events previously mentioned numerous smaller events took place of
which the following are two examples:
• In 2012 the Friends staffed a table at the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum on March 10 and
11 for the Arboretum’s spring gardening event with Melissa Hansen, Steve and Sally Pundt,
Gary Bebeau and Christi Bystedt, David and Judy Krause, Ellen Lipschultz, Jayne Funk, and
volunteers Mike Steffes and Mary Furth helping out.
• Melissa Hansen and Jayne Fund manned a Friends table at the February 2016 Wild Ones
Conference. Two new members were obtained. This conference was attended again in
2017-2019 but results were not sufficient to warrant future visits.
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In 2011 President Pam Weiner designed a membership information card that was available in the
Crone Shelter and was used at these membership events just mentioned. The Friends website was
also a good source of new members. Over the last ten years (2012-21) 126 new members were
acquired via the website.
Friends membership has a large annual turnover, but revenue is more consistent due to a core of
long-term members who provide consistent annual support and an increase in Life memberships
which now number 49 up from just 5 at the start of the century. Three supporters have been
members for over 50 years — Karol Gresser, Mr. J. S. Futcher and Jerry & Lee Shannon; three for
over 40 years — Joan Haldeman, Jeremy Nichols & Evelyn Turner, and Susan & Robert Warde. We
end this time period with membership at 210. It was 240 at the beginning of 2001.
Membership rates only changed once since 1991. In 2009 the basic rate only increased to $15 from
$10. Other rates remained unchanged except the “Benefactor” rate of $200 was dropped in 2009
but reinstated as “Sustainer” in 2012. In 2022 the basic rate became $25; “Sponsor” was unchanged
at $100; “Benefactor” increased to $250 and Life Membership increased to $1,000, the first
increase since 1953.
More than in any past period, contributions to the Friends program from non-members increased
greatly in the last 10 years of this history. How most of that occurred is covered in subsequent
chapters but one contribution is perpetual and needs special mention here.
Schutt grant announced 2000: During the spring of 2001 the Friends received their first support
distribution, an annual grant, from the Mendon Schutt Family Fund, courtesy of Friends member
Elizabeth Schutt. While not a large annual amount, it has been consistent, totaling over $20,000
since inception.
Her father, Mendon Schutt, joined his father Julius’ real estate and insurance brokerage firm,
Schutt Realty, in 1895. After his father died Julius ran the business until his death in 1952. He
built a house at 2100 James Ave. So, Minneapolis, as a wedding gift for his new bride, Clarissa
(Clara). Daughters Elizabeth and Harriet were raised here and the family never moved after the
house was first occupied.
Elizabeth (Betsey) Ann Schutt was a longtime member of the Friends (1970 to 1999) and other
organizations. She was cognizant of the important role played by non-profits in community well
being. While not necessarily an active participant in many organizations she quietly supported
many as her bequest to the Minneapolis Foundation lists over 60 entities. The large table in the
Martha Crone Shelter was a gift from her in memory of her mother Clarissa M. Schutt. Clara was a
great friend of Eloise Butler and Elizabeth knew both Eloise Butler and Martha Crone. Elizabeth
was in the first group of volunteers to staff the new Martha Crone Shelter in 1970. Elizabeth passed
away on April 10, 1999.
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17
Garden Events in the 21st Century
Cary George Retires — New Curator

T

he most important news of the autumn season of 2003 was the announcement by Cary George that he was retiring at the end of the year after 29
years of work for the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board and 17 years
of that at the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden.
In the fall issue of The Fringed Gentian™ he wrote:
As many of you already know, this is my last season as Gardener at
Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden. After 29 years as a gardener for the
Minneapolis Park Board the time has come for a change. Retirement
is a word that has a pejorative, almost funereal tone, yet one of the
many gifts the Garden has given me is a realization that new things
always emerge from the ephemeral. I have confidence that the
Environmental Department will choose a successor who will
husband the Garden well; someone who understands the legacy
begun by Eloise Butler and nurtured through the stewardship of
those that followed.
I will be back next year to assist the new gardener. Much information
can only be accurately transferred orally: Where wildflowers are
Cary George at retirement.
Friends photo.
planted, topographical changes, archeological remnants, and an
introduction to the cast of characters both human and non-human
to whom the Garden belongs. This seems like a perfect transition. As we all know, a garden is never
done. This incompleteness, this imperfection is really the secret to the Wildflower Garden’s beauty.
Hopefully, most will agree that the state of the Garden has improved during my tenure: Buckthorn,
while not eliminated, is under control; the plant communities are healthy; the list of species extant
has grown; both the climax and understory trees are thriving; and the philosophy of the naturalists’
programming is in keeping with the restorative maintenance agenda of the Garden.
As I see it, the threats to the Garden come from the outside: Future development in and around
Wirth Park; an explosion of the deer population due to continued climate change; a general
degradation of habitat outside our 15-acre fenced oasis; and the pernicious onslaught of exotic
plants — especially Garlic Mustard. While the Garden is not in peril, future personnel will have to
maintain vigilant and industrious attention to these problems.
As I clean out my desk on these last days, I find pictures of long-ago naturalists and volunteers,
project plans yet to complete, keys of unknown origin, a thank you note from a woman who buried
her beloved cat in the Garden, an obituary notice for Ken Avery, birthday and Father’s Day cards
from my loving wife and children, a letter from an old pal — all reminders of the poetry of an
ordinary man’s life who was fortunate enough to have a job no one deserves, yet everyone should
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have. Soon I will take my last bittersweet walk in the Garden. As I close the Garden Gate, I will
thank Eloise and all the gentle souls who have make me realize the beauty of simple things.8

In that same issue of the newsletter Friends' President Steve Pundt remarked:
Thank you, Cary, for your insight, your knowledge, your dedication and your good work for all those
years. You feel it was the perfect job for you, and we feel you were perfect for the job.

President Steve Pundt met with Mike Schmidt, Assistant
Superintendent of Operations of the Park Board, about the
hiring of a new Gardener. Mr. Schmidt was recommending
hiring a full-time Gardener but with budget restraints, it could
not be assured. This raised the same specter that had worried
Clinton Odell and Martha Crone — that there would be
insufficient funds provided to maintain the Garden and it
would fall into neglect. The Friends were urged to attend
upcoming Park Board budget meetings to put forth the
position that a full-time person was needed. When the 2004
budget was approved, the position was retained. By late spring
2004 Naturalist Susan Wilkins had been selected as the fifth
person to look over the Garden since its founding in 1907.
Furthermore, she was to have the additional title of Curator, a
title that both Eloise Butler and Martha Crone had, but was
denied to Ken Avery and Cary George, who were referred to as
“Gardener.” Susan would continue the vision of Eloise Butler.
Cary George was available during the year to help with the
transition.

Susan Wilkins giving a guided tour in
2002 when she was a Garden
Naturalist. Friends photo.

Susan expressed her thoughts on the new job:
As a lover of historic gardens, I am looking forward to delving deeper into the life and vision of
Eloise Butler to explore her thoughts and insights about this unique wildflower garden. With this
information the Garden can grow and evolve in the spirit of Eloise Butler’s century-old vision.9

On the evening of Tuesday, June 29, 2004 members of the Friends and the MPRB Garden staff
met at the Martha Crone Shelter for a farewell-retirement celebration for Cary George. To remind
him of his gardening career he was presented with an inscribed “golden” shovel and trowel. All who
could be there gave profound thanks for the care of the Garden that had been entrusted to him
over the years and wished he and wife Janet great and happy days in their retirement.

Smaller Projects
New guide book:
At a September 11, 2000 Friends Board meeting Susan Wilkins, Garden naturalist at the time,
reviewed plans for a new Garden Guidebook which would be available in the spring of 2001. She
rewrote the text of the previous book and the illustrations were all new, created by Mark Muller, a
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botanical illustrator, and they would be in color. The existing
guidebook was first printed in 1986/87 and reprinted a number of
times. The Friends contributed $7,000 toward the total cost of
$28,000 of producing this new 2001 guide.
Trails and benches:
Two Garden projects were approved in late 2000 for Friends
support. Funded were three new patio benches and trail
reconstruction work from the entrance down to the Crone Shelter.
The trail work been accomplished the previous autumn after the
Garden closed. Total cost for materials on the two projects was
$6,300. Tree Trust provided the labor on the trail work and MPRB
workers installed the benches. These benches matched those of a
newer style that were installed by the MPRB in the Roberts Bird
Sanctuary and are like those shown in the Avery Birding Terrace
photo in Chapter 16.

MaryLynn Pulscher,
Environmental Education
Director of the MPRB with proof
sheets of the cover of the new
Garden Guide. Friends photo.

At the Friends September 10, 2001 Board meeting it was agreed
that the Friends would fund the cost of materials for further trail re-construction work that would
take place in the fall after the Garden closed. This was not to exceed $4,000. This trail work, similar
to that done the prior year near the front gate, would replace old railroad ties with new timber on
the east and west paths from the Crone Shelter patio area down to the wetland area. Tree Trust
completed the work after the Garden closed.
Shelter repairs:
The Martha Crone Shelter roof had never had rain gutters as part of
the design, but to prevent more roof runoff from eroding the
landscape in front and undermining the concrete porch slab, the
Friends approved the funding of new copper gutters at a Board
meeting on April 12, 2004. These were installed by SELA in the
spring as a cost of $2,360.
The Shelter had various screen doors over the years but there was
research evidence that the original design for a screen door was
never carried out and various substitute doors were installed. One
door was damaged in a break-in at the Shelter in the winter of 1977
and was either subsequently removed and replaced or was repaired.
Susan Wilkins and the newly
More damage to the screen door occurred in a 1988 break-in. To
installed Shelter screen door.
have a more original design, volunteer and future Friends President
Friends photo.
Kathleen Connelly and Garden Curator Susan Wilkins took on the
replacement project and worked to find artisans to create it. The door was completed and installed
at a cost of $2,020 in late 2007. In the spring of 2008 visitors could enjoy passing through this
handcrafted work of art constructed of quarter-sawn white oak with mortise and tendon joinery.
The carpenter, John May, constructed the door while blacksmith, Tom Latane created unique metal
hinges and door handle. The design fits perfectly with the architecture of the Shelter building and
looks as if it were always a part of the Garden.
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Plant Issues
During the winter months of 2004/2005 Susan Wilkins completed planning for the restoration of
Hepatica Hill. Begun by Eloise Butler and furthered by Curator Martha Crone, the hillside on the
woodland’s eastern facing slope had been selected years earlier to showcase a large planting of
Hepatica. In just two years alone Martha had planted 550 Hepatica on this hillside in1946 and
another 1,350 in 1947. Over the many years since the first plantings, plants had died out and the
loss of tree canopy due to Dutch Elm disease changed the habitat to a sunnier spot causing further
loss of plants. Susan added a large number of Hepatica during the 1995 spring season.
A special event occurred in 2006 concerning
Mountain Laurel, Kalmia latifolia. Eloise Butler
had first noted it in bloom in the Garden on
June 25, 1924. We don’t know when she
planted it but it had to come from a nursery
originally as it is only found natively in the SE
states. It was still growing in the Garden in
2006, so local horticulturists Charles and Betty
Ann Addison of Rice Creek Gardens, took
cuttings from that original plant and grew
Curator Susan Wilkins with one of the new ‘Eloise Butler’
cultivars of Mountain Laurel. Friends photo.
them at their nursery. Eventually they made
them available to the public after registering it
as a distinct cultivar with the International Cultivar Registration Authority under the name K.
latifolia ‘Eloise Butler.’ Susan purchased 30 of the plants and put them in various places near the
front gate and on the hillside near the original plant.
At the time Cary George retired, the Garden was the home of 14 plant species on the State
Endangered, Threatened or Of Special Concern Species lists. The plants included six herbaceous
plants — Kitten-tails (Besseya bullii), Dwarf Trout Lilies (Erythronium propullans), Shooting star
(Dodecatheon meadia), Goldenseal (Hydrastis canadensis), Snow Trillium (Trillium nivale) and Twinleaf
(Jeffersonia diphylla); three ferns — Marginal Shield Fern (Dryopteris marginalis), Goldie’s Fern
(Dryopteris goldiana) and Christmas Fern (Polystichum acrostichoides); and four woody plants — Button
Bush (Cephalanthus occidentalis), Witch Hazel (Hamamelis virginiana), Coralberry (Symphoricarpos
orbiculatus), and Eastern Hemlock (Tsuga canadensis). In addition, the state flower, the Showy Lady’sslipper (Cypripedium reginae) is protected. Only the Kitten-tails would die out in later years. The
remainder Susan Wilkins would keep well tended and supplemented when necessary.
The Friends Buy Plants:
The history of the Friends providing funds for Garden plants goes back to 1985 for certain. Earlier
records don’t provide any clarity on this but some of the $500 annual grants of the early years may
have been used for plants to supplement the Garden’s plant budget, especially since Martha
Crone’s membership letter stated that supplementing the Garden’s budget for plants was a purpose
of the Friends [chapter 2]. This endeavor became a fixture of Friends’ Garden support in the 21st
Century. Beginning in 2006 and for many years thereafter the Friends supplemented the Garden
plant budget by providing funding totaling $46,662 by 2021.
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Oak Wilt, Invasives and Other Pests:
In 2004 some of the Red Oaks in the Upland Garden were still being affected by oak wilt which
first invaded the Garden in the 1980s and became a plague in the 1990s. In 2005 another five were
lost. Several more were lost in 2006, one right by the back door of the Shelter. Trenching around
them to cut root grafts was still being done just prior to 2021.
The loss of oaks had one partial upside — Susan Wilkins was able to restore a section of the upland
to more of an oak savanna type, which it had been years ago prior to the dense growth of tress and
woody plants. In 2020 some oaks were again lost and in
October that year the MPRB chemically treated some of the
remaining oaks in the Garden and in other places in Wirth
Park for oak wilt in addition to the trenching.
In 2006 the MPRB allocated $50,000 per year for five years
toward Buckthorn removal in Wirth Park and the staff that did
that work started within the Garden.10 This is not the first
removal attempt however, Gary George had worked on it
during his tenure and as early as 1986 the horticultural staff at
the MPRB had removed Buckthorn in the Garden.

Jim Proctor in 2008. Photo
Melissa Hansen.

The vibratory type plow used by
MPRB in trenching around oak tree
roots. Photo MPRB.

FIPAG: At the Friends 2006 Annual Meeting Director Jim Proctor
presented his idea of forming a volunteer workforce for invasive plant
removal around the Garden. This would develop into the official
Friends Invasive Plant Action Group (FIPAG) in 2007 which accepted
all persons willing to invest their time in controlling invasive species. In
the Garden Susan Wilkins was tackling Garlic Mustard. Buckets of it
were removed in 2005. These efforts to remove it and other aggressive
plants would evolve into a new group of volunteers called the Legacy
Stewards who were trained and responsible for removing specific
adventive species for their given area of the Garden for an entire season.
Such Garden maintenance was also done by interns on the Garden staff.
Jim Proctor first used his small group of volunteers to clear Buckthorn
and Garlic Mustard from around the area of the Avery Birding Terrace.

In early 2008 Jim Proctor, Susan Wilkins, and others at the Minneapolis Park and Recreation
Board put together a management plan for the area immediately outside the Garden fence — the
buffer zone. 2008 was the 3rd year of activity for the invasive team and now that invasives were
being controlled in the Garden by the staff and the Legacy Stewards, the area outside was next. Jim
choose to divide the work into spring and fall sections — spring for Garlic Mustard and fall for
Buckthorn — and then have 3 or 4 work days on weekends for each section.
On April 7, 2010 Jim and FIPAG received the 2009 Remarkable Volunteer Service Award from the
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board. In 2010 Ellen Lipschultz joined the group as co-chair.
By 2013 plans were being formulated by Susan Wilkins to deal with the expected arrival in the
Garden of the Emerald Ash Borer, which was known to be in the Twin Cities. A group of Green
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Ash was selected to be preserved by preventative treatments and some culling of others took place
over time. Outside the Garden the MPRB was engaged in a multi-year project to remove all ash
from the city and replace them with a mix of species.

Ash trees culled from the Fern Glen in early 2014. Photo G. D. Bebeau

By late 2014 FIPAG had done enough clearing in the Volunteer Stewardship Area (the new name
for the buffer zone around the Garden) that Legacy Stewards could take over control. In the fall of
2014 Jim Proctor wrote:
Thanks to a recently adopted cooperative arrangement between the Park Board and the Friends of
the Wild Flower Garden, FIPAG will be involved in a truly beautiful and extraordinary project.
Outside the Garden, at its eastern edge, a wide gravel path runs from the driveway/parking area to
the Garden. A tall impenetrable Buckthorn hedge has bordered the gravel path, obscuring the deep
ravine of maples, oaks and hemlocks that lies behind it. Earlier this summer, the Park Board agreed
to work with FIPAG to remove invasives there. The goal is to remove the invasives that encircle the
ravine.11

1938 aerial photo of the area south and east of the Garden. The Maple bowl is the circular
depression on the right with Birch Pond to its left. Photo University of Minnesota.

This area of concentration became known as the “maple bowl” or “glen,”just SE of the main gate
to the Garden. Three invasive pulls took place there in September and October 2015. This area was
not completely unknown. On May 30, 1943 Martha Crone noted in her log that future Friends
Director Whitney Eastman had discovered a rare Western Tanager near the bowl.
Remarking about the progress made by FIPAG, Jim Proctor was able to say at the end of 2016:
At times I get a bit overwhelmed by the scale of what we are trying to do, but all I have to do is look
at the areas we started in almost a decade ago to remind myself of what is possible. In those areas I
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see a rich diversity of shrubs and young trees filling in the gaps left by Buckthorn, and a more varied
ground layer of wildflowers. I see a protective zone surrounding our beloved Wildflower Garden, one
that will send a rain of native seeds into its midst rather than a deluge of seeds of just a few invasive
species. Now we are attempting the same strategy for another beautiful natural community close by.12

The volunteers who helped with this work had all seen the results. One of those volunteers, Kris
Felback, had this to say in the Spring 2015 Fringed Gentian™:
Watching the invasives group work on removing species like Garlic Mustard and Buckthorn, in
specific areas, and seeing the results of the efforts over time, has been a lesson in dedication. Instead
of being overwhelmed by the enormity of the task, these group leaders and volunteers have tackled
the job in little chunks. And now our little corner here is protected through their steady, ongoing
work. It’s a lifetime lesson.

A new management plan for burning the prairie and controlling invasives in both the prairie and
the wetland was designed and implemented in the winter of 2015/2016. The main control issues
were Buckthorn, Reed Canary-grass, Allegheny Blackberry, sumac and the re-sprout of such
following a controlled burn. It was a 3-year project with work done on 1/3 of the area per year. The
Friends committed funding $5,750 for the project and by providing up to $3,500 yearly in 2016,
2017 and 2018 for ongoing work, all to be done by contractor Prairie Restorations.
Earthworms became an issue in 2017. Susan Wilkins told the Friends Board they had been a worry
of hers in recent years due to the damage they do to soil condition.13 As they mix the soil they
change the growing conditions for our plants. She was meeting with habitat restoration and natural
resource management specialists to take in views of how to adapt. Earthworms have long been in
the area but are not a native species to this part of North America. Two years later it was discovered
that another even more damaging species of worm, called jumping worms, was in the area. Plants
from outside the Garden were cleaned of any soil before planting and tools from outside the
Garden were washed of soil before using, all to prevent import of the egg cases of these worms.
In the fall of 2018 the MPRB passed a resolution to ban the use of pesticides (which includes
herbicides and fungicides) and other chemicals on all Park property. While little was used in the
Garden area it raised much concern on how certain invasives and pests would be controlled,
particularly Buckthorn stumps.

100th Anniversary of the Garden
2007 was the 100th anniversary of the founding of the Garden and the Minneapolis Park &
Recreation Board planned a number of events beginning with “A Century of Seasons” on April
28th. Minneapolis mayor R. T. Ryback presented a mayor’s proclamation for Eloise Butler
Wildflower Garden Day, and through a collaboration of the MPRB and the Minneapolis Swedish
Institute, character actor Hans Odöö arrived in a horse drawn carriage, portraying the Swedish
botanist Carl Linneaus on his 300th birthday. Music was performed by two period actors from the
Swedish Institute.
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In May the Friends finalized a design for a Garden 100th anniversary
poster and a set of note cards. The artwork was derived from a
commissioned oil painting by Minnesota artist Jennifer Davis. It is
titled “Sanctuary” referring to the peacefulness of the Eloise Butler
Wildflower Garden and Bird Sanctuary. The size of the poster was 16
x 20 inches selling for $10. The note cards were 3 individual cards
each of a partial image from the poster and boxed in a set of 12 selling
for $10.
A second special event was
held on Mothers Day, May
Carl Linneaus addressing the
crowd on April 28, 2007 at the
13. Then on June 9, it was
“Century of Seasons”
“Showy Lady’s-slipper Day.”
celebration. Friends photo.
There were Garden tours,
native plant sales, including sale of state certified rescued
Lady’s-slippers, and a special visit by Eloise Butler played
by character actor Anna Anderhagen who was recruited by
Pam Weiner.
The final 100th Anniversary event of the season was held
on August 11, commemorating the birthday of Eloise
Butler (August 3, 1851), and was fully reported on in the
Friends newsletter. As noted in the previous chapter MTN
Rescued Lady’s-slippers for sale on Showy
Television had produced a video disc about the Garden
Lady’s-slipper Day, 2007. Friends photo.
and Eloise Butler and they held a premier event on
November. 11. The Friends secured copies of the DVD to sell.
On August 25, 2007 a group of six women visited the Crone Shelter. They had been in Girl Scouts
with Kathleen Dean Hillman. When the fireplace was built in the Shelter in 1970, they had
contributed to the cost of the fireplace, limestone chimney and hood. The major funding was by
Kathleen's parents, Mr. & Mrs. Alexander Dean as a memorial in memory of Kathleen who had
died in 1968 at age 25 and had a keen interest in the Garden. In the photo by Phoebe Waugh, they
are standing in front of the hood with the memorial plaque visible on the wall behind them.
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Other Garden Events
Storm damage:
Storms affecting the Garden are not all that
unusual and several damaging ones have
been noted in the records going back to
Eloise Butler’s time. In the summer of 1925
Eloise wrote:
Tornado uprooted many large trees and
tore off many tops and branches. Paths
shut off and plants laid low with debris
of the wreckage. The leading tree in the
swamp was the Tamarack. They were
Storm water runoff damage from the June 21, 2008 storm.
Photo Phoebe Waugh.
piled up like jackstraws by the tornado,
and but few left standing. [As to the
giant White Oak Monarch]: Alack and alas! In the tornado of June, large chunks of concrete were
belched out and all the limbs torn off. How long will he yet stand without his crown?14

On June 7, 1939 Martha Crone recorded: “Worst June gale at 5 AM — a lot of split trees down
everywhere. Found a mess of trees and branches in Garden after storm. Will need help to complete.” The 2nd
largest elm in the Garden, was snapped off 25 feet from the base and completely destroyed. This
was followed on Sunday, the 18th with this note: “Thunderstorm at 3. Lightning struck on hill at 4. Shock
rooted us to the ground. 3 others in office. Tornado at Champlin and Anoka at 3:20 — much damage, 10
dead.” The lightning had hit a large cottonwood tree on the hillside overlooking Birch Pond.
In 2008 serious hail damage occurred in the Garden in early spring, then again from large storms
that passed through on June 2, and then heavy wind damage from storms on August 23. Two years
later another pair of storms hit on June 25 and July 18, downing trees and closing paths.
While it caused no damage in the Garden, on December 10th-11th, 2010, 17.1 inches of snow was
recorded at the Minneapolis/St. Paul airport. This was the storm that caused the collapse of the
fabric roof on the Metrodome arena in downtown Minneapolis.
The worst storm in decades occurred on May 22, 2011 when a tornado touched down near the
Garden. It passed through Wirth Park on the corner of Glenwood Ave. and Theodore Wirth
Parkway, uprooting many trees and causing much damage in the Garden and damage to the west
fence from falling trees. This was the same area that a tornado visited in 1967, except that the 1967
serious damage was all outside the Garden.
Florilegium Project:
In the fall 2010 issue of The Fringed Gentian™ Susan Wilkins reviewed the artist in residence
program at the Garden and announced a new partnership with the Minnesota School for Botanical
Art whereby a florilegium would be produced by current and former school students.15 All plants
would be from the Wildflower Garden and the art work would be donated to the Park Board for
display and educational programs. The first work began in the spring of 2011. Keeping with the art
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theme, part of that newsletter issue was devoted to board member art; drawings, photos and Jim
Proctor's seed creations.
The awaited opening exhibition of The Eloise Butler
Garden Florilegium took place on the evening of August
23, 2013 at Longfellow House in Minnehaha Park. Artists
were present, refreshments were served, and Bluegrass
music was played. Friends President Pam Weiner manned a
table of information about the Friends.

Marilyn Garber (l) and Susan Wilkins (r) at
the Minneapolis Central Library opening
night of the Florilegium show. Photo
Melissa Hansen.

The next event was an exhibition at the Minneapolis
Central Library with opening night on August 14, 2014.
Forty-five paintings of native plants from the Wildflower
Garden were exhibited. Susan Wilkins and Marilyn Garber,
head of the School for Botanical Art, spoke about the
history of the Wildflower Garden and the history of the
botanical art school. MPRB Superintendent Jayne Miller
also spoke. The Friends paid $300 for some of the
refreshments provided, the Friends of the Library paid for
the remainder. Pam Weiner manned a Friends table and a
number of other board members were present.

Bee-Keeping:
Bee-keeping in the Garden began in 2012. During the
next two seasons of 2013 and 2014, the Friends helped
fund a survey of bee species in the Garden in order to
determine baseline data of represented species that are
active in the Garden and as an additional data point —
which plants they frequent.
A key reason for collecting this data was for future
comparison. Entomologist Elaine Evans of the
University of Minnesota was hired by the Garden to
perform this study. Entomologist Evans suspected that
there are over 50 species of bees that would be found in
the Garden.
A stack of the bee hives in the
Garden in April 2013. Photo G. D. Bebeau
Many visitors to the Garden in 2012 and 2013 observed
two bee hives placed in the Upland Garden. They were
kept in place and active during the survey seasons. Susan Wilkins noted that only three hives that
overwintered in the Park System survived the winter of 2012/2013. The two in the Garden were of
those three.

To the surprise of all, the survey found 104 bee species not counting the honey bees. The honey bee
hives in the Garden were then removed in order to focus on some of those other 104 species that
don’t use such hives. The Friends contributed $3,750 toward the cost of this program.
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Naturalist programs and additional staff:
MPRB budget constraints shortened the Garden season by
delaying the opening of the Garden for two weeks in 1999 and
in 2000 by closing the Garden on weekdays after October 15,
remaining open on weekends until October 31. That fall
schedule still exists. Several years after Susan Wilkins became
Curator the MPRB staff budget constraints lessened and
additional staff was allowed to be assigned to the Garden —
more naturalists to provide an enlarged set of programs and
seasonal staff and interns to help with Garden work. Some of
these programs involved fixed weekly offerings. Group programs
were available for a hour or for an entire week.
Example of a program brochure for
young people at the Garden in
2021. MPRB graphic.

To provide a visual aid for naturalists and visitors Directors Gary
Bebeau and Jayne Funk, Friends membership chair, in 2011
produced a set of laminated plant identification thumbnail photo sheets. These could be checked
out at the Crone Shelter. Gary was providing the photos and layouts, Jayne was laminating them.

Visitor counts:
In 2019 the Garden staff attempted to estimate visitor counts, arriving at approximately 60,000
visitors. They were able to accurately document visitor counts to the Crone Shelter as those were
easily monitored. The number for 2019 was 19,643. These counts are quite a contrast to the
numbers reported in the 1960s. In 2020 when the Garden gate was opened late due to the
Covid-19 restrictions and the visitors were subject to waiting at the gate due to timed entries, the
visitor count was reduced to just under 23,000.16 Following the 2021 season an electronic counter
was installed at each gate for an accurate count of visitors.
Smaller projects:
There were a number of smaller funded projects over this 2-decade span not mentioned in the
previous text: a spotting scope for the Garden, tools and storage devices for FIPAG, grants to
volunteer groups to remove invasives, a children’s nature detective backpack project, and a new desk
for the Shelter.
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18
The Final Years
Major Projects in the Garden and Final Events

I

n late 2010 President Pam Weiner was in contact with former Gardener
Cary George to explore the idea of the Friends providing some kind of
feature in the Garden in his honor. As Cary believed the wetland was the
heart of the Garden, a project to replace the decaying main bridge over the water
channel in the wetland was chosen. This idea enlarged from just a replacement
bridge into the wetland boardwalk with all the deteriorating small bridges replaced
and the replacement main bridge over the water channel dedicated to Cary.
President Pam Weiner wrote:
We believe that this project in honor of our fourth gardener will be a testimonial to his service as well
as to the founder and her vision.17

This became a major undertaking, the most comprehensive
and expensive since the building of the Martha Crone
Shelter. The passage of 40 years brought a number of new
requirements for such an infrastructure project, the most
important of which were new Minnesota permitting rules for
doing work in a wetland and new contracting rules of the
MPRB. No longer could the Friends just hire a contractor for
a MPRB approved project. First the MPRB had to conduct a
survey of the wetland area so as not to create a major
disturbance during the construction. They then had to choose
the appropriate design/build firm. Importantly, there was a
colony of the rare Minnesota dwarf trout lilies in this area
that Garden Curator Susan Wilkins had to move.
The required wetland delineation report when completed
A section of the 2015 Phase 1
boardwalk. Photo G. D. Bebeau
showed that extensive permitting was not needed. It was
recommended that the existing berm on which the existing
Lady’s-slipper Lane ran be retained and the boardwalk should make use of the same berm. This
berm slows down the flow of water through the wetland — which was desirable.
In accordance with their procedures the MPRB drafted a request-for-proposal for design work and
management. Project management was awarded to the Cuningham Group of Minneapolis, James
Robin design architect and David Motzenbecker, project manager. MPRB Project Director Andrea
Weber was in charge of the project. The first planning meeting for boardwalk design was held on
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October 1st, 2011 at Park Board headquarters with members of the Cuningham Group design team,
Park Board planning staff, the Garden Curator and members of the Friends Planning Committee
(Pam Weiner, Steve Pundt, Gary Bebeau) in attendance. Members of the Planning Committee met
at the Garden on October 29th with Curator Susan Wilkins to review the proposed design of the
boardwalk — width, height, and ideas for the main bridge area.
The basic design was a four foot wide wooden walking path over
the entire area of Lady’s-slipper Lane in the wetland with
connecting links to the north and west end of the Garden. These
areas were frequently wet with spongy surface conditions. The
three small cedar bridges that spanned the water channel in the
wetland along Lady’s-slipper Lane and the larger main bridge on
the path that connects Lady’s-slipper Lane with the western
Geranium Path all dated back to 1989/90.
An evening open house and public comment meeting for public
review of the design thus far took place on November 21, 2013 at
the Wirth Park Pavilion.

Two of the three small
deteriorating cedar bridges on
the wetland trail that were to be
replaced. Photo G D Bebeau

The boardwalk design incorporated a floating pier system attached
to metal rails that supported the wooden deck that was mounted just above the ground surface. The
wood surface was heat-treated ash from removed local MPRB trees. The wood was rough milled in
Minneapolis and then kiln dried and thermally modified at Arborwood in Duluth to produce a
weather and rot resistant tread. The modular design featured 8 foot sections that allowed for
installation in stages. Each of these sections had a slight curve and could be laid down consistent
with the existing curving pathway through the wetland so as to preserve the historical experience,
and use the same space, protecting fragile wetland plants. The section that replaced the old bridge
was enlarged to accommodate a railing and seating area.
Pam Weiner wrote:
We are committed to seeing a functional and beautiful feature that is true to the guiding principles
that motivated Eloise Butler and Cary George. They believed that the natural environment, with all
of its resident species, was the raison d’être of the Garden and that we should provide access to its
variety and beauty to interested visitors for study and pleasure. We are hoping to have the segment
dedicated to Cary George completed in the spring of 2014, when we will host a celebration in his
honor.18

It would not all be constructed in one phase as early cost estimates dictated that only the northern
end of the wetland could be done. That portion’s cost was then estimated to reach over $100,000
and MPRB funding for that amount was not be readily available. The Friends expected to only
contribute $15,000 to the project but reality soon changed the perspective. People for Parks setup a
$12,500 matching grant for the project, to be reached by August 2014, which it was, thanks to
contributions from Friends members and two significant donations — $12,500 from Mark Addicks
and $5,000 from Judith McKim.
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Unfortunately, contractors were so busy that when Phase 1 bids were asked for only one was
received and it was too far above Cuningham Group's estimate to be accepted. In early 2015 MPRB
changed tactics and decided to not use a general contractor but to contract directly with the metal
manufacturer and with Conservation Corp of Minnesota for installation in mid-summer 2015.
Recycled ash wood for the treads was ready to go. Installation took place in between July 10 and 23,
2015 and the boardwalk was open to the public on July 24. Fabrication was done by Wickcraft in
Madison, WI. The initial phase of the project cost $120,000, with $75,000 donated by the Friends
and the remainder by the MPRB. In addition the MPRB covered the work and cost involved with
the ash. Many members contributed but it could not have been done without these major donors Mark Addicks, People for Parks, the Dorothy Pawlcyn Family Foundation, the Steven Leuthold
Foundation and Judith McKim.
It was pure serendipity that a boardwalk fundraiser could be held at the former home of
Elizabeth Schutt, the restored Mendon Schutt
House, on the evening of June 25, 2015. The
house had been occupied by Elizabeth Schutt
until her death in 1999. Her importance to the
Friends is explained in Chapter 16. The current
homeowner, Mark Addicks, opened the house to
guests at 5 PM, provided free food and drinks and
tours of the house and grounds. Tickets were also
The Mendon Schutt house used for the 2015
sold at the door and on the website in advance.
boardwalk fund raising event. Photo Anthony
There was a silent auction for three special group
Waldera.
events: A dinner on the grounds of Kelly and
Kelly Nursery who owners were known for such events; tickets to the annual Tangletown Gardens
dinner, another well known event; and a brunch and Garden tour with Susan Wilkins and Pam
Weiner.
The weather that evening was clear and warm. The gardens were beautiful. Advance tickets sold
were 205. Ten new members joined. Total proceeds for the evening were $9,205.
On Sunday September 20, 2015 at 3 PM, Friends,
Garden Staff, and invited quests gathered in the Garden
to dedicate the new boardwalk and specifically to
dedicate the new bridge to Cary George, 4th caretaker of
the Garden. Brief comments were made by Friends
President Pam Weiner, Garden Curator Susan Wilkins,
MPRB Commissioner Anita Tabb and then Cary
George.
Pam Weiner wrote to the Friends members:
And yet, the ultimate accomplishment for 2015 has been the completion of Phase 1 of the Cary
George Wetland Project, a new wetland boardwalk, highlighted by the bridge span honoring our
fourth Gardener, Cary George. Perhaps you were able to join us for the boardwalk celebration on
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September 20 when Cary cut the ribbon to the bridge and saw his small plaque installed on the
bench. I have to say that it was most satisfying to be present for this long-awaited event. On behalf of
the Friends Board, and all of us who cherish the stewardship history of the Garden, thank you so
much for your donations and support toward making this dream come true.19

The Boardwalk Project won the People’s Choice Award at the 2016 meeting of the Minnesota
Chapter of the American Society of Landscape Architects. Then, in November 2016, the project
was featured in World Landscape Architecture Magazine, (WLA), one of 18 projects world-wide
featured in that issue.
Some words about the boardwalks major donors must be recorded. Mark Addicks was a retired
executive of General Mills and was brought into contact with the Friends through a casual
encounter with Friends Board member Anthony Waldera. Judith McKim was a Friends life member
and the daughter of Moana Odell Beim, the Friends 8th president (1975) and daughter of Friends
founder Clinton Odell.
Dorothy and Stephen Pawlcyn built a
house in 1949, just across Wirth Parkway
from the Garden and near the Quaking
Bog, in what would become the city of
Golden Valley. The parents loved the
Garden and were frequent visitors, as
were the daughters, Mary and Cindy.
Both remember playing in the Garden
and the bog when young. They remember
coming to the Garden sometimes and
finding no one there — gates locked that
day. [That would have been a Wednesday
during Martha Crone's tenure — her one
The Pawlcyn Family visiting the new boardwalk on Aug. 17,
day off per week.] They were members of
2015: l to r Cindy, husband John Watanabe, Mary, son Byrnes.
Photo G D Bebeau
the Friends for some years beginning in
1977. (Stephen passed away in 1999 and
Dorothy in February 2015). Daughter Mary made the $10,500 contribution for the estate.
The Steven Leuthold Family Foundation contributed $26,000 over five years beginning in 2011 in
which year Friends Board member Jeff Lee had a contact with the family and re-introduced them to
the Friends. The Leuthold family first enters the Friends history in 1959 as one of the contributors
to the memorial bench in the upland for Clinton Odell.
In the spring of 2017 President Pam Weiner wrote her last letter as president. She announced the
capital campaign to fund the boardwalk Phase 2 — Campaign 175 — the need to raise $175,000 and
that 2017 was the 175th combined anniversaries of the Garden and the Friends. She wrote:
In this issue of The Fringed Gentian™, you will find an envelope with information on how to help
make Phase 2 a reality by making a donation to Campaign 175. We must remember that the wetland
is our most precious habitat, and it was treasured by Eloise Butler and all four of the Garden curators
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who have followed her. If you have not yet experienced the new boardwalk, please plan a visit to the
Garden this spring where you can walk on the part that has already been completed. I promise you it
will be a delightful stroll, and you’ll also see how important it is that we finish this project.20

The main fund raising event scheduled for Phase 2 was “Showy Lady’s-slipper Days” at the Garden.
The Lady’s-slippers actually started blooming a good week prior but there were still nice clumps of
bloom on the weekend of June 10/11, 2017. The Friends had tables at the Garden entrance for
membership, and merchandise sales. Pam had arranged for fabric items to sell which had Garden
and Lady’s-slipper embroidery — hats, dish towels, tote bags, aprons, and baby bibs. Also, the note
cards, designed for the 2007 Garden anniversary that had sold out were reprinted. Steve Pundt had
arranged for a bicycle raffle and for a sales table at the new brew-pub, Utepils, just down Glenwood
Ave. from the Garden at 225 Thomas Ave. Saturday was sunny but Sunday was damp, but not bad.
Anna Anderhagen again arrived in the guise of Eloise Butler and provided historical backdrop for
visitors. The Friends sold $3,076 in raffle tickets, some merchandise and signed up eight new
members. Total receipts net after expenses were $3,597.
Boardwalk Phase 2:
Phase 2 of the boardwalk project continued the boardwalk in the wetland from near the Showy
Lady's-slippers, to the south end of the wetland path where the terrain begins to rise above the
marshy soil. The length of this segment is 327 feet,
making the entire boardwalk over 600 feet long.
Incorporated into the design of Phase 2 was a diamond
shaped gathering area near the Lady's-slippers, which
could be used by student groups for wetland study. That
section has a curved 20 foot bench. Tyler Pederson was
the new MPRB planner on this phase, otherwise
Cuningham, Arborwood and Wickcraft filled the same
roles as in Phase 1.
For Phase 2 construction the MPRB did it differently
right from the start. The Friends contracted directly with
the fabricator for the decking. The Park Board already
had the ash wood ready. The Friends then paid the Park
Board for design costs and installation costs from Trail
Source.
Phase 2 boardwalk sections being delivered to

In November 2018 the boardwalk sections were
the Garden in November 2018. MPRB Photo.
delivered from Wickcraft and installation was complete
by the time the Garden opened in 2019. The Wirth Park Arbor Day event on April 26 at 3 PM was
chosen for the dedication of Phase 2. The Friends had a small information table in the patio area of
the Crone Shelter. Board members and volunteers assisted Garden staff on the events of the Day.
Jennifer Olson prepared an Arbor Day handout on Minneapolis Heritage Trees that were in Wirth
Park and on the reverse side was information about the Tamarack. Activities in Wirth Park
included a tree planting, tree climbing, a nature play, a 5K race plus games, a food truck and beer
garden. The ribbon cutting was done by Friends' Director Pam Weiner, new Friends President
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Kathy Connelly, donors Mark Addicks and Tom Hoch, MPRB Commissioners Jono Cowgill and
Meg Forney.
The Phase 2 cost was just over $153,000 with the Friends contributing just under $73,000, bringing
the total for both phases to just under $300,000 with $142,000 from Friends funding and the
remainder from the MPRB plus the additional wood costs provided by the MPRB. Mark Addicks
and Tom Hoch’s contribution of $35,000 was the major donation on Phase 2. For the total
Friends cost of $148,000 (including miscellaneous and use taxes), project donors contributed
$123,600 with the remainder from Friends accumulated funds. In terms of dollars this project was
only exceeded by the construction of the Shelter in 1970, which cost, in 2020 CPI inflated dollars,
was $168,000 and even more in higher construction inflated dollars.
When Phase 2 was complete Susan Wilkins wrote:
This project was made possible through a collaborative effort between the Friends of the Wild Flower
Garden (Friends) and the Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board (MPRB). Working together for over
seven years from inception to completion, this project has exemplified how the Friends and the
MPRB work together to bring out the very best at the Wildflower Garden. The generous Friends’
project donations totaled over $142,000 for Phases 1 and 2 of the project— financially supporting
more than 50% of the design, construction and installation costs to bring this project to completion.
Several Friends Board members were closely involved with this project along with numerous
contractors and MPRB staff members. The amount of effort, creativity and ingenuity to envision the
boardwalk and the dedication and perseverance to bring it to fruition over these past many years is
largely awe-inspiring, and honestly, a tad astounding.21

The Pandemic
2020 brought the SARS-coV-2 virus to the Untied States,
spreading from a few locations into a nationwide and
worldwide pandemic. Commonly known as Covid-19, it
took over 400,000 lives in the United States by year-end,
millions more abroad, and restricting personal interaction
in many forms. Garden activity was restricted, no programs,
the Shelter closed, in person meetings were abandoned for
virtual meetings and it was a year of political upheaval. The
Garden did not open until May 19, with limited hours and
timed entrances for visitors who had to follow a marked
one-way trail through the Garden. Susan Wilkins wrote on
April 21 to the Friends:
It is a sad EBWG season in the sense that the Garden is sequestered away from those who find
such joy in being a part of spring’s unfolding here. On a brighter note, the Garden is looking
quite beautiful, healthy and vibrant. The snow trillium have flowered and now the bloodroot,
trout lilies, hepatica and leatherwood blossoms are starting to shine. The mother fox and her
young are happily living under the bathrooms and office/tool shed, four kits in all. The great
horned owl family is living nearby in a very high nest and a pair of mallards, as always, has taken
up residence in the wetland garden.. There is a sense of “normalcy” here, life unfolding as we have
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come to expect, so please know that the Garden itself hasn’t missed a beat in the dance of spring
this season.

The spread of Covid-19 during the year caused the delay or cancellation of many events. Sports
activities were either cancelled or moved to later in the year with delayed seasons playing to empty
venues. Baseball for example had a late start 60 game season. The Masters was delayed from April
until autumn. The Summer Olympics were delayed until 2021. The Minnesota State Fair was
cancelled. Air travel to Europe was cancelled. Some states had quarantine periods for out-of-state
visitors. Businesses that could have employees work from home, did so and closed offices. Bars and
restaurants were frequently closed or subject to very restricted occupancy.
President Kathy Connelly summed up the year this way:
This difficult year has yielded some positive things for the Garden thanks to the efforts of the
MPRB. Safe visiting practices for the Garden were implemented, tested, and received positively.
The MPRB Garden naturalists pioneered outreach in informative and entertaining ways that have
enriched our experience of the Garden, and MPRB Garden leadership has been prudent and laserfocused on providing a peaceful refuge from the unique challenges of 2020.22

And Susan Wilkins said it with these words:
Although it was a shorter and quieter season, overall, at the Garden, it was a rich one. We received
hundreds of comments about how much joy and enrichment people received from their visits and
how comfortable they felt walking the trails with the social distancing measures in place. This was
heartening. Also, a source of delight was the sheer beauty of the Garden itself. It was a special year
where many years of hard, thoughtful work came to fruit. Mass plantings bloomed one after the
other in a rainbow of colors, invasive plants noticeably were on the wane, young trees grew bigger,
and the synergy of it all took hold. It felt good to walk the trails and see the vibrancy and vitality
appear around each bend and witness the Garden’s community of plants and animals thriving
together.23

The pandemic in 2021:
The Garden opened on April 15 with staff at a table at the front gate to greet visitors. The paths in
the Garden were still one-way and the Shelter was still closed but there was less concern for
separating visitors by a certain number of minutes. Susan Wilkins wrote in the spring newsletter:
We received a significant amount of positive feedback from Garden visitors in 2020, noting that
the systems in place provided for a comfortable and safe visitor experience. We will continue to be
guided by State of Minnesota and Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board practices and procedures
related to the pandemic at the Garden throughout the season.24

As the season progressed some Garden programs came back such as the Early Birders, Garden
Story-time and and a suite of engaging evening programs like the Illuminated Trails Tour and the
Glow-in the Night Hike plus “pop-up” programs on a variety of Garden-themed topics. A special
program was the Wirth Beach Nature Station that allowed for creative learning and enjoyment
while meeting social distancing requirements at Wirth Beach at which over 2,370 kids and adults
took part during the season.
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The death toll from Covid-19 was unabated. Although there was a drop in deaths and infections in
the summer months, by year end another 400,000 had died in the United States and many more
around the world.
The Last Project: 2019 Shelter Addition:
During the summer of 2019 the MPRB announced that budgeted funds may be available for some
infrastructure upgrades to the Wildflower Garden in 2020 or 2021. On June 19, Kathy Connelly,
Gary Bebeau, Pam Weiner and Jim Proctor met with Susan Wilkins and MPRB staff members
Emma Pachuta, MaryLynn Pulsner and Adam Arvidson at MPRB headquarters to review what they
had in mind. The work would include an addition to the Crone Shelter for staff needs, moving
them out of the old gardener’s shed, which would then be replaced with a new maintenance
building which would be moved to a more appropriate area outside the Garden fence. A family
bathroom would be added to the current restroom building and some ideas were also reviewed on
how to improve the entrance area to the Garden from the parking lot to the gate. A MPRB public
hearing on the design concept was held November 6, following an earlier open house on the project
held at the Wirth Park Pavillon, and the concept was approved.
President Kathleen Connelly wrote to the membership:
The proposal for improvements at the Garden is significant. It shows the esteem in which the
Garden is held and recognizes the changes in the way the public uses and experiences the Garden.
The need for the project is undeniable. As interest in native plants and natural history (including
birds) has become more popular across the country, Garden patronage has increased, and so has
demand for programing. Those familiar with the Shelter know that right now, Garden staff’s only
workspace is in the Shelter’s tiny kitchen alcove, and some of the space behind the public counter,
with no privacy for scheduling and coordination activities. So the current proposal includes a modest
expansion of the Shelter that will reflect the importance of the work of the hardworking, creative and
dedicated Garden staff, and allow for the relocation of the Garden Curator's office from the toolshed
to the Shelter.25

This project encountered its own difficulties, much like the previous boardwalk project. Initial plan
designs were revised to mesh better with the existing building. Covid-19 caused its own delays, then
the MPRB planner left for another job. By 2021 the price of building materials, especially lumber,
had escalated such that the MPRB delayed bidding. When bids were let in late 2021 responses were
few and unacceptable to the MPRB. The unique site, where delivery of materials and equipment
would be an issue, notwithstanding preserving the historic setting, were the main causes of bid
issues. In early 2022, the Friends asked if it might be possible to place a structure for staff work at
the Garden entrance to avoid all the access issues within the Garden. There were many limitations
to that proposal as well. The project was now on hold for re-bit later in 2022.

The State of the Garden
This chapter and this history end with individual comments, beginning with three views of the
purpose and state of the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden and Bird Sanctuary and the role of the
Friends in the 21st century. The reader will note how these views seem continuously linked to the
original intent of why the Garden exists.
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President Steve Pundt wrote to the membership in 2002:
As our 50th Anniversary year comes to a close, the Friends of the Garden affirms the purpose of our
organization as stated in our Mission Statement and ByLaws: to advance, promote and safeguard the
best interests of the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden. For the first 50 years of its existence, The
Friends have provided assistance to the Garden in the form of volunteers and financial help. With
your help, we intend to continue this during the next 50 years.
The essence of Eloise Butler's vision is to maintain a natural, non-landscaped appearance to the
Garden. Visitors who come expecting a formal garden with plantings systematically grouped together,
organized and labeled, leave disappointed. Other gardens have beautiful, organized collections of
plants, and that works very well, but that's not what our Garden is about. Our Garden is a collection
of native Minnesota plants in a natural, almost wild setting. But maintaining the wildness of the
Garden requires a delicate balance to resolve an ironic conflict: The natural look of the Garden
wouldn't exist without management. Exotic species like Buckthorn and Garlic Mustard would
overrun the Garden without the constant efforts by Gardener Cary George to eradicate the nonnatives. When Eloise Butler started the Garden in 1907 the plants were watered by the natural flow
of springs and ground water; now, because of development and highway construction, some of the
plants wouldn't live without the Garden's access to city water. Volunteers supplied by the Friends
assist the Park Board naturalists in welcoming and helping visitors enjoy the Garden, but too many
people coming to the Garden could jeopardize what many feel is the best feature of the Garden — the
opportunity for quiet contemplation in a natural setting. Of course, the Garden isn't a private
preserve. It's a public space owned and maintained by the Minneapolis Park Board. Don't forget that
Eloise Butler was a teacher who intended her Garden to be an educational enjoyment for everyone
including schoolchildren.
Maintaining the Garden as a natural preserve won't happen without active, but gentle, management.
Our task for the next 50 years of this organization is to keep working to maintain that delicate
balance.26

Cary George expressed his view this way:
In itself the phrase “State of the Garden” has a somewhat foreboding tone. The implication is, I
think, to somehow describe the Garden as either better or worse than in the past. A plant census
would be one way to accomplish this. Are there more species of trees, shrubs, and herbaceous plants
extant in the Garden than there were during the Eloise Butler, Martha Crone or Ken Avery tenures?
An evaluation of physical improvements — visitor amenities, landscape enhancements — could give
us another look at where we’ve been and where we’re headed. Visitor counts, staffing, and Park
Board budget commitments would be a “bean counter” approach. All of these methods, while valid
and necessary at times, seem to me to miss the broader philosophical mission of the Garden.
Eloise Butler’s intention was to have visitors experience plant communities similar to those of presettlement times. As a teacher and scientist, she chose to establish the original three-acre Garden on
a site that contained ecosystems usually found only on much larger parcels of land. Was her
selection of this small bog happenstance? A convenient teaching tool? Or something much more?
As a pantheist, Eloise Butler looked to nature for spiritual truths. She was instinctively drawn to
Wirth Park and the site that would become her spiritual core.
So, I think, the true “State of the Garden” should be examined not by plant surveys, programming,
and architectural adornments, but by asking the question, “Is the primary purpose of the Garden —
to comprehend the grace of nature — still valid?” My contention is that more so than ever, a
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sanctuary that protects all life, both human and non-human, should be a touchstone for living our
daily lives, not just a quaint natural history lesson.
The Garden is more than a remnant of what Wirth Park used to be. It is different geographically. It
also has a transcendental spirit. Has Wirth Park been lost to invasive plants and a labyrinth of
eroded trails made by kids and young adults on expensive mountain bikes? Maybe, but I trust the
Garden. Yes, it’s being squeezed by a consumer-oriented world, but in the end there will always be
the Garden. The Garden is non-materialistic. It is a humble, modest place, unaffected by affluence.
Much like the Japanese philosophy of Wabi-Sabi, the beauty of the Wildflower Garden is found in
the imperfect, incomplete, and impermanent. Indeed, it is just this discovery of truth in the
inconspicuous that comforts us with the calculus of nature that surpasses mathematics and man. At
a time when “Open Space” means tot lots, paved bike trails, crushed aggregate softball fields and
beach parking lots, when wetland restoration is a filtering system for urban runoff, let us begin again
at the Garden.27

Susan Wilkins wrote:
Timeless and essential, the Wildflower Garden is such a place. In our ever-changing world and
landscapes, we are fortunate to have such an enduring model for how wild gardens, full of diversity,
novelty and surprise, can grow. And grow they must. The Wildflower Garden is an opportune place
in our community to connect with the richness of the natural world that we are a part of.28

Susan Wilkins also wrote about how the Garden is changing:
I admit I generally don’t like change when it comes to the places I love. Here at the Garden, for
instance, I like the forests to look and behave in ways that are familiar and to my liking: a healthy
layer of leaf litter all season long; soft supple soil under the duff; an abundance of wildflowers, ferns,
sedges, grasses, shrubs and trees; everything regenerating on its own with no invasive plants. But
that’s not what I see. The forests aren’t behaving! The soils show bare by mid-summer, sometimes
compacted and dry, many forest species are not regenerating and invasive plants are continually
popping up.
Why? Relatively new factors like invasive plants and earthworms are infiltrating the forest, making
conditions more inhospitable to native plants. Nature will continue to change in the “natural” ways
we expect — e.g. forest succession and seasonal transformation — but in addition we are experiencing
a host of other changes which bring new conditions to grapple with and will in turn influence the
“natural” changes.
Our best position for realizing the goals we’ve created for this revered space is to be thoughtful and
educated stewards of change — all change. We work to understand the significance and the impacts of
known changes that are occurring. We continue to manage the actions we have already put in place
to counter adverse changes, such as our highly effective efforts to control invasive buckthorn and
garlic mustard. We anticipate and prepare for more changes, thoughtfully implementing adaptive
management practices that are forward thinking.
Through it all, we endeavor to be creative and dexterous in bringing about the best possible
outcomes for the ongoing spirit and vitality of the Garden. This all matters so much because we need
these natural places and wild garden spaces to be healthy, dynamic, diverse and beautiful. They
nourish us in a way that nothing else can.29
THE GARDEN HAS A BRIGHT FUTURE – and as with any landscape, the plants and Garden
spaces will keep growing, shifting and changing. As good gardeners and wise stewards, let’s
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continually return our attention to the opportunity that change affords. We can learn how to see
deeply and be inspired by our observations to awaken and harness our creativity and biophilic
intelligence — that innate tendency we have to seek connections with all of life. This is our challenge:
to love nature enough to learn from it, to embrace the cycle of change and to foster the most
beneficial and beautiful changes within our gardens and natural spaces.30

What do Friends members say about the Garden?
Karol Gresser:
There is no other place around the Twin Cities where the seasonal changes are so enjoyable and
visible, or where one feels safe walking the paths, as in our special Garden. It has been a place of
peace and quiet to enjoy our native plants and birds, and to recharge my spirit.

Florence Issacs:
The Garden was a family thing for us, and when my sister Esther Lou visited from Montana, we
brought her and her family to “our” Garden. Her husband, Carl, was a serious gardener, and they
both developed a special fondness for EBWG, becoming Friends and eagerly returning whenever they
were in town.

Phoebe Waugh:
What I enjoy most about my experiences in the Garden is the joy of exploration and discovery. Some
of it is my own discovery of things, like a migrating Bachman’s warbler, the spotlight of the ruby and
yellow throats of our hummingbirds and common yellowthroats, and hearing a wood thrush one
evening in the Garden.

Joy Davis:
The Garden has done many things for me. It has soothed my soul during difficult times. It has filled
my heart with joy when I’ve gazed at a showy lady’s-slipper, seen the first snow trillium, smelled the
earth awakening in the spring, spotted an indigo bunting and heard the call of a pileated woodpecker.
When I return to the city I always visit the Garden. The Garden is a sacred place to me.

Gloria Miller:
Most of all, the Garden is just good for the soul! There is no other place like it. ... I call it heaven on
earth.

The common thread through these comments is not just that the Garden is an educational place
but how the Garden provides a place of respite for individual needs. This is why the mission of the
Friends is protect, preserve, and promote the interests of the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden and
Bird Sanctuary as a sanctuary for native flora and fauna of Minnesota and to educate and inspire
all people in relating to the natural world so that the Garden remains a special place for generations
of people to enjoy.
There have been ups and downs in the relationship of the Friends with the MPRB over these past
70 years but the partnership remains productive and viable. The more stable MPRB budget
allocated to the Garden since the mid 2000s has allowed Garden maintenance and educational
activities to reach a level never before seen. The future appears bright for this sanctuary.
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50th Anniversary of the Friends - 2002

Minneapolis Mayor R. T
Rybak, described the
Garden as a unique and
treasured resource. From
the left, Martha
Hellander, Mrs. Rybak,
the Mayor, Lorraine
Rybak-Mesken, Park
Commissioner Vivian
Mason, Friends President
Steve Pundt and Clinton
Odell III. Friends photo.

Janet and Cary George
Friends photo

Friends (back row) Gloria
Miller, Otis Godfrey,
Steve Pundt, Pam Weiner,
Constance Pepin; (front
row) Betty Bryan, Ann
Godfrey, Lisa Locken.
Friends photo.
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50th Anniversary of the Friends - 2002

Left: Friends President Steve Pundt,
Park Commissioner Vivian Mason
and Friends Membership Chair Joy
Davis greeted Garden visitors at the
50th Anniversary event at the Garden
on Mother's Day, May 12, 2002.
Friends photo.

Right: Two special guests were Clinton
Odell III, grandson of Friends founder
Clinton Odell, and Lynda Wander,
granddaughter of Martha Crone , 2nd
curator and a Friends founder. Here
they are holding images of their
esteemed grandparents. Wander is
holding the Barbara Flanagan
Minneapolis Star article about the
building of the Garden Shelter.
Friends photo.

Below: The wrought iron fencing was extended the entire length of the back of the Garden in 2005. This was the
major 50th anniversary project the Friends. Photo Judy Remington.
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Ken Avery Birding Terrace - 2005

Above: The Birding Terrance in Fall colors, with views over the wetland. Photo G D Bebeau.
Below: Friends of Ken Avery gather on June 19, 2005 for the dedication. Left photo - Muriel Avery is in the
center. Right photo - Muriel Avery and Friends President Steve Pundt. Photos - Friends.
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100th Anniversary of the Wildflower Garden - 2007

Above left: Character actor Hans Odöö playing Carl Linneaus listens to music of the nyckelharpa on April 28.
Right: On Mother’s Day, May 19, Friends members Ann Godfrey, Harriet Betzold, Sally Pundt and Susan Dean
manned a table selling the anniversary poster and note cards. Photos - Friends.

Above: The Friends 2007 100th Garden Anniversary
Poster. Right: Anna Anderhagen as Eloise Butler
leading a nature walk. Photo - MPRB.
Right: A children’s theater scene set up during the final
100th Anniversary event of the season on August 11.
Photo MPRB.

Below: The Garden’s special 100th anniversary logo.
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2004 - Cary George Retirement Party

Above: At the retirement party for Cary George on June 29, 2004. Friends member Susan Dean, left; Garden
Naturalist Jodi Gustafson, center; Cary George. Below left: Cary inspects the Golden Trowel presented to him.
Below right: Friends President Steve Pundt and Vice President Pam Weiner outside the shelter with the newly
installed copper rain gutters. Photos - Friends.
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Student Transportation Grant Fundraising.

Above: Naturalist Wes Nugteren leads a
student group in the Garden. Right: at the
July 22, 2012 fund raising event (l to r) Pam
Weiner, Steve Benson, Sally Pundt. Below
left: Bidders look over the silent auction
items at the 2012 event. Below right. Garden
Program Director Loren Borer leads a school
group. All photos - Friends.
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Friends Invasive Plant Action Group Events

Above: Left: Jim Proctor (r) and helper in a tall stand of Garlic Mustard in May 2008 near the west fence line of
the Garden. Right - George Bridgman at Fall 2008 Buckthorn pull.
Below - two Friends board members with weed wrenches at work on Buckthorn. Left - Jennifer Olson, right Emily Anderson. All photos - Friends.
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Friends Invasive Plant Action Group Events

Above: Left - Buckthorn crew awaiting start of work. Right: Liz Anderson, co-chair of FIPAG.

Work in the Maple Glen. Above left - Mary Furth with a mornings work. Right - what it looked like as
the area was cleared of Buckthorn. All small photos - Friends. Below: Free of Buckthorn at last in the
Fall of 2020. Photo G. D. Bebeau

178

The Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden Florilegium

The Florilegium project began in 2013. Marilyn Garber
(photo left) is the director of the Minnesota School for
Botanical Art. Above - opening night at the Minneapolis
Central Library August 14, 2014. Photos - Melissa
Hansen.
Below are two examples of the work: Left - Blue Flag Iris
by Shelly Bowman; right - Highbush Cranberry by Betsy
Cole.
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Evening Volunteer Appreciation Events

Left: At Lars and Melissa Hansen’s Photo
Studio on November 8, 2008. (l to r)
Garden Naturalist Diana Thottengal,
Garden Curator Susan Wilkins, Friends
President Pam Weiner and board member
Ann Godfrey.
Photo - Phoebe Waugh

Right: At Hansen’s Studio a
group of volunteers listing to the
presentation. In foreground (l to
r) Nita Lussenhop, volunteer,
Harriet Betzold, volunteer,
Gloria Miller, Larry Gravitz, Judy
Remington, Otis Godfrey.
Photo - Phoebe Waugh.

Left: At the buffet table on
October 28, 2018 at St. Mary’s
are (l to r), Jim Coleman, Gary
Bebeau, Meg Forney, Becca
Brackett, Howard Towle and
Bill Blood.
Photo Maggie Tuff.
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Evening Volunteer Appreciation Events
Right: Donna Ahrens, Sally and Steve
Pundt (l to r) a the November 6, 2016
event at St. Mary’s.
Photo Melissa Hansen.
Below: at Hansen’s Studio on November
8, 2008 Gloria Miller (l) and Susan Dean
(r) cover the guest check-in table, loaded
with mugs that were MPRB door-prizes
brought by Susan Wilkins. Friends photo.

Above: Melissa Hansen (l) and
Jennifer Dunn announcing door
prize winners at St. Mary’s Photo
Betsy McNerney.
Left: Betsy McNerney in charge of
the dessert table at St. Mary’s,
desserts provided by Susan Wilkins
and MPRB. Photo Karen Smudski.
Both on October 28, 2018
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Evening Volunteer Appreciation Events

Left On October 28, 2018 FIPAG
volunteers Meg Forney (l), Liz
Anderson (c) and Kari Christensen
(r). Forney is also a MPRB
Commissioner, Anderson and
Christensen were co-chairs of
FIPAG at different times.
Photo Maggie Tuft.

Right: A view of the large
event room at St. Mary’s
where Volunteer
Appreciation Events were
held from 2012 to 2019.
Photo Karen Smudski.

Left: Perennial members of the
kitchen clean up crew at St.
Mary’s Steve Pundt (l) and
Gary Bebeau (r).
Photo Melissa Hansen
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Other Garden Scenes

Above: Tornado damage on May 22, 2011.
Photo Judy Remington.
Left - Bee Keeping in the Garden
2012-2013. Photo G. D. Bebeau.
Below: Early morning birding class in the
Upland Garden, Fall 2018. Photo Bob
Ambler.
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Fund Raising for the Garden Boardwalk

Above: At the Schutt House Event on June 25, 2015 a large crowd
listens to speakers on the house porch. Photo Melissa Hansen.
Right: Showy Lady’s-slipper Days at the Garden on June 10/11 2017.
Jennifer Dunn (l), Anna Anderhagen playing Eloise Butler (c) and
Melissa Hansen (r). Friends photo.
Below left: Susan Wilkins (at right) addressing the crowd. Home
owner and host Mark Addicks as at far left. Photo Melissa Hansen.
Below right: Jayne Funk mans the membership table on June 10.
Photo G. D. Bebeau
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Dedication of the Cary George Bridge September 20, 2015

Above: The Cary George Wetland Bridge accommodates walkers and sitters. Photo G. D. Bebeau
Below: On dedication day a group listens to MPRB Commissioner Anita Tabb. The three at the far right are
Susan Wilkins, Cary George and Pam Weiner. Photo Christi Bystedt.
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At the 2015 Boardwalk Dedication

Above: Pam and Ralph Sievert (MPRB Director of Forestry)(l)
speaking with Christi Bystedt and Gary Bebeau (r). Bystedt photo.

Above: Phoebe Waugh (l), Cary George (c)
and James Robin, Landscape Architect (r).
Photo Christi Bystedt.
Right: Ann Godfrey (l) talking with Susan
Wilkins (back to camera). Photo G. D.
Bebeau
Below: The Boardwalk was featured in World Landscape Architecture Magazine. Photo the Cuningham Group.
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Boardwalk Phase 2

Above: The phase 2 boardwalk dedication (l to r):
MPRB Commissioner Jono Cowgill; Friends' Board
Member Pam Weiner; donor Tom Hoch, MPRB
Commissioner Meg Forney; donor Mark Addicks;
Friends President Kathy Connelly. Photo - MPRB.
Above right and below: The centerpiece of phase 2 is the enlarged gathering area located in the center of the
wetland. The circular seating area fits 20 people with room for passing by. Photos G. D. Bebeau
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Garden restrictions - Covid-19

Activity restrictions during the Covid-19
pandemic period resulted in the gathering
space of the patio area being shutoff and
entrance to the Shelter closed (above). In
2020 the Garden opened on May 20 with
signs guiding visitor activity and staff manning
a table at the front gate (top) where entrance
was restricted to small groups on a timed entry
basis. Garden paths were one-way. Photos G.
D. Bebeau,
In 2021 (right) timed entry was eliminated but
paths were still one-way with the Shelter
closed. Staff was available again at the gate to
provide information and answer questions.
Photo - MPRB
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The 2000s, Two Garden Heads and Four Friends Presidents.

Above: Steve Pundt, 19th
Friends President
1999-2006. Photo Betsy
McNerney.
Above: Current Eloise Butler
Wildflower Garden Curator Susan
Wilkins (l) and her predecessor
Cary George (r), walking in the
Garden on the day of the dedication
of the Cary George Wetland Bridge.
Photo MPRB.

20th

Right: Pam Weiner,
Friends President,
2007-2016. Photo Deborah
Boehm.

Right: 21st Friends President,
Kathleen Connelly,
2017-2020. Photo K.
Connelly.
Left: 22nd Friends President,
Jennifer Olson, 2021 present. Photo J. Olson.
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Photos of Friends Directors in the 2000s, not shown in previous pages.

Above (l to r): Judy Remington, 2008-2012, also Newsletter editor. Barry Schade, 2007-2018; Connie Pepin,
2002-2005; Joe Schmidt, 2005-2006.

Above (l to r): Janet Anderson, 2019; Lauren Husting, 2013-present; Anthony Waldera, 2009-2016; Ellen
Lipschultz, 2009-2011.

Above: (l to r): Jim Proctor, 2005-present; Launa Ellison, 2001-2005; Jayne Funk, 2018-2018; Colin Bartol, 2013present, current Newsletter editor; Candyce Bartol, 2013-present, current Secretary.
Directors not pictured in Part 3: Sue Budd, 2009-2015; Karen McCall, 2010-2011; David Krause, 2011-2012;
Meleah Maynard, 2012-2016.
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Appendix 1
Officers, Directors and Committee Chairs
of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc.
Presidents
Year of office begins at the annual meeting which was in Jan or March until 1966, May through 2018,
thereafter September.

1952 - Clinton M. Odell
1953 - Clinton M. Odell
1954 - Clinton M. Odell
1955 - Clinton M. Odell
1956 - Clinton M. Odell
1957 - Clinton M. Odell
1958 - Clinton M. Odell
1959 - Dorothy Binder
1960 - Dorothy Binder
1961 - Dorothy Binder
1962 - Walter E. Lehnert
1963 - Walter E. Lehnert
1964 - Walter E. Lehnert
1965 - Mrs. Robert Strange
1966 - Kenneth Avery
1967 - Kenneth Avery
1968 - Catherine Faragher
1969 - Catherine Faragher
1970 - Catherine Faragher
1971 - Robert J. Dassett, Jr.
1972 - Robert J. Dassett, Jr.
1973 - Robert J. Dassett, Jr.
1974 - Robert J. Dassett, Jr.
1975 - Moana Odell Beim
1976 - Alexander Dean
1977 - Alexander Dean
1978 - Alexander Dean
1979 - John Murtfeldt
1980 - O. Lynn Deweese, Jr.
1981 - O. Lynn Deweese, Jr.
1982 - Caroline Price
1983 - Caroline Price
1984 - Patricia Thomeson
1985 - Patricia Thomeson
1986 - Gloria Miller
1987 - Gloria Miller
1988 - Ann Kessen

1989 - Ann Kessen
1990 - Ann Kessen
1991 - Ann Kessen
1992 - Joyce Smeby
1993 - Joyce Smeby
1994 - Harriet Betzold
1995 - Harriet Betzold
1996 - Harriet Betzold
1997 - Gloria Miller
1998 - Gloria Miller
1999 - Steve Pundt
2000 - Steve Pundt
2001 - Steve Pundt
2002 - Steve Pundt
2003 - Steve Pundt
2004 - Steve Pundt
2005 - Steve Pundt
2006 - Steve Pundt
2007 - Pam Weiner
2008 - Pam Weiner
2009 - Pam Weiner
2010 - Pam Weiner
2011 - Pam Weiner
2012 - Pam Weiner
2013 - Pam Weiner
2014 - Pam Weiner
2015 - Pam Weiner
2016 - Pam Weiner
2017 - Kathleen Connelly
2018 - Kathleen Connelly
2019 - Kathleen Connelly
2020 - Kathleen Connelly to 12/31/20
2021 - Jennifer Olson after 1/01/2021
2021 - Jennifer Olson
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Vice Presidents
Year of office begins at the annual meeting which was in Jan or March until 1966, May through 2018,
thereafter September.

1952 - Dorothy Binder
1953 - Donald Dayton & Dorothy Binder
1954 - Donald Dayton & Dorothy Binder
1955 - Donald Dayton & Dorothy Binder
1956 - Donald Dayton & Dorothy Binder
1957 - Donald Dayton & Dorothy Binder
1958 - Donald Dayton & Dorothy Binder
1959 - Donald Dayton
1960 - Leonard F. Ramberg
1961 - Leonard F. Ramberg
1962 - Mrs. Clarence Tolg (Edda)
1963 - Mrs. Clarence Tolg
1964 - Mrs. Clarence Tolg
1965 - Mrs. Clarence Tolg
1966 - Alvin Witt
1967 - Alvin Witt
1968 - Alvin Witt
1969 - Alvin Witt
1970 - Robert Dassett Jr.
1971 - Calvin C. DeLaittre
1972 - Calvin C. DeLaittre
1973 - Calvin C. DeLaittre
1974 - Moana (Odell) Beim
1975 - Alexander Dean
1976 - Lynn Deweese
1977 - John Murtfeldt
1978 - John Murtfeldt
1979 - Mildred Olson
1980 - Lynne Holman
1981 - Lynne Holman
1982 - Patricia Thomesen
1983 - Patricia Thomesen
1984 - Cindy Berg
1985 - Emil Elfmann
1986 - Betty Bryan (Elizabeth)
1987 - Betty Bryan
1988 - Betty Bryan
1989 - Betty Bryan
1990 - Betty Bryan
1991 - Harriet Betzold
1992 - Harriet Betzold
1993 - Harriet Betzold

1994 - Rick Bartholomew
1995 - Jack Lynch
1996 - Jack Lynch
1997 - Jack Lynch
1998 - Jack Lynch
1999 - Lyle Johnson
2000 - Lyle Johnson
2001 - Lyle Johnson
2002 - Lyle Johnson
2003 - Pam Weiner
2004 - Pam Weiner
2005 - Pam Weiner
2006 - Pam Weiner
2007 - Vivian Mason
2008 - Vivian Mason
2009 - Vivian Mason
2010 - Vivian Mason
2011 - Vivian Mason
2012 - Vivian Mason
2013 - Vivian Mason
2014 - Vivian Mason
2015 - Melissa Hansen
2016 - Melissa Hansen
2017 - Melissa Hansen
2018 - Melissa Hansen
2019 - Janet - Anderson (to 12/31)
2020 - vacant
2021 - vacant
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Secretary
Year of office begins at the annual meeting which was in Jan or March until 1966, May through 2018,
thereafter September.

Secretary/Editor/Membership combined
1952 - Martha Crone
1953 - Martha Crone

1985 - Membership is split off to a
separate Membership chair
Secretary only
1985 - Betty Bryan
1986 - Joyce Smeby
1987 - Joyce Smeby
1988 - Joyce Smeby
1989 - Joyce Smeby
1990 - Joyce Smeby
1991 - Joyce Smeby
1992 - Ann Kessen
1993 - Kathy Stennes
1994 - Elizabeth Carr
1995 - Elizabeth Carr
1996 - Juanita Lussenhop
1997 - Juanita Lussenhop
1998 - Juanita Lussenhop
1999 - Juanita Lussenhop
2000 - Juanita Lussenhop
2001 - Juanita Lussenhop
2002 - Juanita Lussenhop
2003 - Juanita Lussenhop
2004 - Juanita Lussenhop
2005 - Phoebe Waugh
2006 - Phoebe Waugh
2007 - Phoebe Waugh
2008 - Phoebe Waugh
2009 - Phoebe Waugh 1st 6 months, Sue Budd
last 6 months.
2010 - Sue Budd
2011 - Sue Budd
2012 - Sue Budd
2013 - Sue Budd
2014 - Candyce Bartol
2015 - Candyce Bartol
2016 - Candyce Bartol
2017 - Candyce Bartol
2018 - Candyce Bartol
2019 - Candyce Bartol
2020 - Candyce Bartol
2021 - Candyce Bartol

Secretary/Treasurer/Editor/Membership
1954 - Martha Crone
1955 - Martha Crone
1956 - Martha Crone
1957 - Martha Crone
1958 - Martha Crone
1959 - Martha Crone
1960 - Martha Crone
1961 - Martha Crone
1962 - Martha Crone
1963 - Martha Crone
1964 - Martha Crone
1965 - Martha Crone
1966 - Martha Crone
1967 - Martha Crone
1968 - Martha Crone
1969 - Martha Crone
1970 - Martha Crone
1971 - Mildred Olson
1972 - Mildred Olson
1973 - Mildred Olson
1974 - Marie Davidson
1975 - Marie Davidson
1975 - August & Sept. Moana and
Raymond Beim.
Treasurer split to separate person in 1975
Secretary/Membership only
1975 - Oct -Dec. Jean Chamberlain
1976 - Jean Chamberlain
1977 - Jean Chamberlain
1978 - Jean Chamberlain
1979 - Jean Chamberlain
1980 - vacant -Jean Chamberlain pro-tem
Secretary
1981 - Betty Bryan
1982 - Betty Bryan
1983 - Betty Bryan
1984 - Betty Bryan
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Treasurer
Year of office begins at the annual meeting which was in Jan or March until 1966, May through
2018, thereafter September.

1952 - Leonard F. Ramberg
1953 - Leonard F. Ramberg
1954 - Martha Crone
1955 - Martha Crone
1956 - Martha Crone
1957 - Martha Crone
1958 - Martha Crone
1959 - Martha Crone
1960 - Martha Crone
1961 - Martha Crone
1962 - Martha Crone
1963 - Martha Crone
1964 - Martha Crone
1965 - Martha Crone
1966 - Martha Crone
1967 - Martha Crone
1968 - Martha Crone
1969 - Martha Crone
1970 - Martha Crone
1971 - Mildred Olson
1972 - Mildred Olson
1973 - Mildred Olson
1974 - Marie Davidson
1755 - Jan - Sept. Marie Davidson
1975 - Oct. - Dec. Marion Andren
1976 - Jan - May Marion Andren
1976 - May - Dec. Bruce Hooper.
1977 - Bruce Hooper.
1978 - Bruce Hooper.
1979 - Caroline Price
1980 - Caroline Price
1981 - Caroline Price
1982 - Doris Larson
1983 - Doris Larson
1984 - Natalie Adler
1985 - Natalie Adler
1986 - Natalie Adler
1987 - Melvin Duoos
1988 - Melvin Duoos
1989 - Melvin Duoos
1990 - Melvin Duoos
1991 - Connie LaVoie

1992 - Connie LaVoie
1993 - Ann Kessen
1994 - Jack Schultz
1995 - Jack Schultz
1996 - Jack Schultz
1997 - Jack Schultz
1998 - Jack Schultz
1999 - George Jaquith
2000 - George Jaquith
2001 - Gary Bebeau
2002 - Gary Bebeau
2003 - Gary Bebeau
2004 - Gary Bebeau
2005 - Gary Bebeau
2006 - Gary Bebeau
2007 - Gary Bebeau
2008 - Gary Bebeau
2009 - Gary Bebeau
2010 - Gary Bebeau
2011 - Gary Bebeau
2012 - Gary Bebeau
2013 - Gary Bebeau
2014 - Gary Bebeau
2015 - Gary Bebeau
2016 - Gary Bebeau
2017 - Gary Bebeau
2018 - Gary Bebeau
2019 - Gary Bebeau
2020 - Gary Bebeau
2021 - Gary Bebeau
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Committee chair positions, usually held by board members, otherwise
title of coordinator is used.
Newsletter Editors 1953 - 2022
1970 Martha Crone
1971 - Martha Crone 2 issues, Mildred Olson 2issues.
1972 - 1973 Mildred Olson
1974 - Mildred Olson 2 issues, Marie Davidson 2 issues.
1975 - Marie Davidson 3 issues. Evie Chadbourn & Marie Davidson - 1 issue.
1976 - Evie Chadbourn
1977 - Jan - June Evie Chadbourn
1977 - July - Dec. Lynn & Pat Deweese
1978 - 1979 Lynn & Pat Deweese
1980 - Lynn & Pat Deweese & Doris Larson added in October.
1981 - Lynn Deweese, Doris Larson - 1st 2 issues. Lynn Deweese, Doris Larson & Janet
O’Leary last 2 issues.
1982 - Lynn Deweese, Doris Larson & Janet O’Leary for first 2 issues, then Deweese and
O’Leary for 3rd issue, then Deweese, O’Leary and Betty Bridgman for 4th issue.
1983 - 1989 Betty Bridgman
1990 - Betty Bridgman 1 issue, Kathy Stennes 3 issues.
1991 - 1994 Kathy Stennes
1995 - Diane Reindl
1996 - Diane Reindl - Spring issue, Barbara Milligan Summer and Fall issue.
1997 - 1998 Barbara Milligan
1999 - Barbara Milligan - Winter, Spring & Summer. Lisa Locken Fall.
2000 - 2006 Lisa Locken
2007 - Kathy Connelly, interim editor 2 issues, She and Linda Cody co-interim editors - 1
issue.
2008 - Linda Cody - 1 issue, Judy Remington 3 issues.
2009 - 2012 Judy Remington
2013 - 2016 Meleah Maynard
2017 - Meleah Maynard - 2 issues, Betsy McNerney - 1 issue
2018 - Betsy McNerney
2019 - Colin Bartol
2020 - Colin Bartol
2021 - Colin Bartol
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Volunteer Chairs & Coordinators
1970
1971-1980
1981-1984
1985
1986-1998
1999-2002
2003-2005
2006-2008
2009-2013
2014-2016
2017-2018
2019-

Mildred Olson
Dr. Marian Grimes
Marie Demler
Shirley Schultz & Joyce Smeby
Shirley Schultz
Shirley Schultz & Harriet Betzold
Harriet Betzold
Ann Godfrey
Melissa Hansen
Lauren Husting
Jennifer Dunne
Melissa Hansen, Coordinator

Membership chairs and secretary
Dates run mid-year to mid-year
1952-1971
1971-1974
1974-1975
1976-1981
1981-1985

Martha Crone
Mildred Olson
Marie Davidson
Jean Chamberlain
Betty Bryan

Membership only
1985-1986
Liz Pomeroy
1986-1991
Pat Thomesen
1991-1994
Betty Bryan
1994-1995
Kathy Wolgamott
1995-1996
Kathy Wolgamott & Lola Wheeler
1996-2009
Joy Davis
2009-2011
Emily Anderson
2011-2012
Jayne Funk & Susan Dean
2012-2019
Jayne Funk
2019 Christi Bystedt, Coordinator
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Friends Director List
in chronological year of election
Name
Bennett, Russell H.
Binder, Dorothy Walton
Crone, Martha E.
Dayton, Donald C.
Odell, Clinton M.
Ramberg, Leonard F.
Brown, Earle
Tolg, Ebba (Mrs Clarence)
Carpenter, Elizabeth
Rawson, Carl W.
Lehnert, Walter E. - 1st term
Nye, Russell
Odell, Leonard
Avery, Kenneth - 1st term
Bowron, Mrs. Bernard
Bridgman, Betty - 1st term
Cross, Marion
Eastman, Whitney
Hale, Lloyd
Martin, Alice
Strange, Mrs Robert
Witt, Alvin R.
Reed, Elizabeth
Ludcke, Jessie (Mrs George Sr)
Simmons, Mary
Solhaug, Hazel
Faragher, Catherine - 1st term
Dassett, Robert Jr.
Thorn, Harry
Tusler, Wilber
DeLaittre, C. L.
Olson, Mildred
Avery, Kenneth, Ex-officio
Grimes, Dr. Marian
Menzel, Mrs Walter
Chadborn, Evie
Chamberlain, Jean
Dean, Alexander
Faragher, Catherine-2nd term
Hooper, Bruce
Beim, Moana
Davidson, Marie
Lehnert, Walter E.-2nd term
Deweese, Lynn
Murtfeldt, John
Holman, Lynne

1st yr
1952
1952
1952
1952
1952
1952
1953
1953
1954
1954
1960
1960
1960
1961
1961
1961
1961
1961
1961
1961
1961
1963
1964
1964
1966
1966
1968
1969
1969
1969
1970
1970
1971
1971
1972
1973
1973
1973
1974
1974
1975
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978

last
1968
1964
1972
1958
1958
1972
1962
1968
1968
1968
1968
1961
1974
1970
1962
1963
1968
1968
1962
1968
1965
1972
1969
1968
1969
1968
1970
1982
1973
1974
1973
1979
1986
1979
1972
1977
1980
1979
1975
1978
1980
1975
1980
1983
1981
1981

Name
Faragher, Catherine-3rd term
Price, Caroline
Warde, Susan
Berg, Cindy
Bryan, Betty
Demler, Marie
Larson, Doris - 1st term
O'Leary, Janet
Weiss, George
Bridgman, Betty-2nd term
Elftmann, Emil
Thomesen, Patricia
Adler, Natalie
Ordner, Catherine
Pomeroy, Liz
Miller, Gloria-1st term
Schultz, Shirley
Smeby, Joyce
Busse, Norman
Cole, Sallie
Duoos, Melvin
Jensen, Elizabeth
Larson, Doris-2nd term
Allison, Ione
Bartz-Lavoie, Connie
George, Cary, ex-offico
Kessen, Ann
Christenson, Elaine
Sandstrom, Donna
Wolke, Jane
Benavides, Geri
Stennes, Kathryn
Betzold, Harriet
Avery, Kenneth-3rd term
Bartholomew, Rick
Wolgamott, Kathleen
Carr, Elizabeth
Harbison, Marguerite
LaBelle, Vi
Lynch, Jack
Ogren, Lynn
Pundt, Sally
Pundt, Steve
Schultz, Jack
Wheeler, Lola
Benson, Steve
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1st yr
1979
1979
1980*
1981
1981
1981
1981
1981
1981
1982
1982
1982
1983
1983
1983
1985
1985
1985
1986
1986
1986
1986
1986
1987
1987
1987
1987
1988
1988
1988
1989
1989
1990
1991
1993
1993
1994
1994
1994
1994
1994
1994
1994
1994
1994
1995

last
1979
1984
1981
1986
1993
1984
1984
1982
1981
1989
1985
1990
1986
1987
1985
2002
2004
1993
1989
1993
2000
1987
1986
1988
1993
2003
1992
1992
1989
1989
1993
1994
2008
1993
1994
1995
1995
2004
1994
1998
1994

2004
1997

Name
Rudberg, Kaye
Davis, Joy
Lussenhop, Juanita
Miller, Lon
Johnson, Lyle
Locken, Lisa
Milligan, Barbara
Jaquith, George
Godfrey, Ann
Bebeau, Gary
Ellison, Launa
Weiner, Pam
Pepin, Constance
Gravitz, Larry
Wilkins, Susan, ex-officio
Connolly, Kathleen-1st term
Dean, Susan
Proctor, Jim
Schmidt, Joe
Waugh, Phoebe
Anderson, Emily
George, Cary, 2nd term
Lee, Jeff
Mason, Vivian
Schade, Barry
Hansen, Melissa
Miller, Gloria-2nd term
Remington, Judy
Ahrens, Donna
Budd, Sue
Lipschultz, Ellen
Waldera, Anthony
McCall, Karen
Funk, Jayne
Krause, David
Maynard, Meleah
Bartol, Candyce
Bartol, Colin
Olson, Jennifer
Husting, Lauren
McNerney, Betsy
Connolly, Kathleen-2nd term
Dunne, Jennifer
Anderson, Janet
* = midyear appointment
# = midyear resignation.

1st yr
1995
1996
1996
1996
1998*
1998*
1998
1999
1999
2001
2001
2001
2002
2004
2004
2005
2005
2005
2005
2005
2006
2006
2006
2006
2007
2008
2008
2008
2009
2009
2009
2009
2010
2010
2011
2012
2013*
2013
2013
2014
2015
2016
2016
2019

last
1997
2009
2004
1998
2008
2006
1998
2000
2008
2005
2005
2008
2005
2011
2006
2016
2011
2007
2013
2015
2018#
2019
2017
2012
2012
2015
2011
2016
2011
2018
2012
2016

2018
2018
2019#
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Friends Director list in alphabetical order.
Terms began at the Annual Meeting which was in January to March until 1966, May until 2020, then October.. The "last
year" is the final year of election, with the term ending the following year at the next annual meeting. [i.e. a last year of 1968
means the director was in office until the annual meeting in 1969.] Those with no data in the "last year" field remain
directors.
Some individuals had several periods of directorship, each period listed separately. Some individuals also had
an "honorary director" term, but those are not listed. Beginning in 1971 the Gardener/Garden Curator became an ex-officio
director. Those are listed.
Name
Adler, Natalie
Ahrens, Donna
Allison, Ione
Anderson, Emily
Anderson, Janet
Avery, Kenneth
Avery, Kenneth
Avery, Kenneth - Ex-officio
Bartholomew, Rick
Bartol, Candy
Bartol, Colin
Bartz-Lavoie, Connie
Bebeau, Gary
Beim, Moana
Benavides, Geri
Bennett, Russell H.
Benson, Steve
Berg, Cindy
Betzold, Harriet
Binder, Dorothy Walton
Bowron, Mrs. Bernard
Bridgman, Betty
Bridgman, Betty
Brown, Earle
Bryan, Betty
Budd, Sue
Busse, Norman
Carpenter, Elizabeth
Carr, Elizabeth
Chadborn, Evie
Chamberlain, Jean
Christenson, Elaine
Cole, Sallie
Connolly, Kathleen
Connolly, Kathleen
Crone, Martha E
Cross, Marion
Dassett, Robert
Davidson, Marie
Davis, Joy
Dayton, Donald C.
Dean, Alexander
Dean, Susan
DeLaittre, C. L.
Demler, Marie
Deweese, Lynn
Dunne, Jennifer
Duoos, Melvin
Eastman, Whitney
Elftmann, Emil
Ellison, Launa
Faragher Catherine
Faragher Catherine
Faragher Catherine
Funk, Jayne
George, Cary
George, Cary ex-offico
Godfrey, Ann
Gravitz, Larry
Grimes, Dr. Marian
Hale, Lloyd
Hansen, Melissa
Harbison, Marguerite
Holman, Lynne
Hooper, Bruce
Husting, Lauren
Jaquith, George

1st year
1983
2009
1987
2006
2019
1961
1991
1971
1993
2013*
2013
1987
2001
1975
1989
1952
1995
1981
1990
1952
1961
1961
1982
1953
1981
2009
1986
1954
1994
1973
1973
1988
1986
2005
2016
1952
1961
1969
1974
1996
1952
1973
2005
1970
1981
1976
2016
1986
1961
1982
2001
1968
1974
1979
2011
2006
1987
1999
2004
1971
1961
2008
1994
1978
1974
2014
1999

Name
Jensen, Elizabeth
Johnson, Lyle
Kessen, Ann
Krause, David
LaBelle, Vi
Larson, Doris
Larson, Doris
Lee, Jeff
Lehnert, Walter E.
Lehnert, Walter E.
Lipschultz, Ellen
Locken, Lisa
Ludcke, Jessie (Mrs. George Sr)
Lussenhop, Juanita
Lynch, Jack
Martin, Alice
Mason, Vivian
Maynard, Meleah
McCall, Karen
McNerney, Betsy
Menzel, Mrs. Walter
Miller, Gloria
Miller, Gloria
Miller, Lon
Milligan, Barbara
Murtfeldt, John
Nye, Russell
O'Leary, Janet
Odell, Clinton M
Odell, Leonard
Ogren, Lynn
Olson, Jennifer
Olson, Mildred
Ordner, Catherine
Pepin, Constance
Pomeroy, Liz
Price, Caroline
Proctor, Jim
Pundt, Sally
Pundt, Steve
Ramberg, Leonard F.
Rawson, Carl W.
Reed, Elizabeth
Remington, Judy
Rudberg, Kaye
Sandstrom, Donna
Schade, Barry
Schmidt, Joe
Schultz, Jack
Schultz, Shirley
Simmons, Mary
Smeby, Joyce
Solhaug, Hazel
Stennes, Kathryn
Strange, Mrs. Robert
Thomesen, Patricia
Thorn, Harry
Tolg, Edda (Mrs. Clarence Tolg)
Tusler, Wilber
Waldera, Anthony
Warde, Susan
Waugh, Phoebe
Weiner, Pam
Weiss, George
Wheeler, Lola
Wilkins, Susan ex-officio
Witt, Alvin R.
Wolgamott, Kathleen
Wolke, Jane

last year
1986
2012
1988
2011
2019tt
1970
1993
1986
1994

1993
1980
1993
1968
1986
2008
1964
1962
1963
1989
1962
1993
2015
1989
1968
1995
1977
1980
1992
1993
2005
1972
1968
1982
1975
2009
1958
1979
2011
1973
1984
1983
2018
2000
1968
1985
2005
1970
1975
1979
2018
2007
2003
2008
2008
1979
1962
2019
2004
1981
1978
2000

* = appointed mid-year
# = 2nd term
## = 3rd term
tt - ends same year
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1st year
1986
1998*
1987
2011
1994
1981
1986
2006
1960
1975
2009
1998*
1964
1996
1994
1961
2006
2012
2010
2015
1972
1985
2008
1996
1998
1977
1960
1981
1952
1960
1994
2013
1970
1983
2002
1983
1979
2005
1994
1994
1952
1954
1964
2008
1995
1988
2007
2005
1994
1985
1966
1985
1966
1989
1961
1982
1969
1953
1969
2009
1980*
2005
2001
1981
1994
2004
1963
1993
1988

last year
1987
2008
1992
2011
1994
1984
1986
2013
1968
1980
2011
2006
1968
2004
1998
1968
2015
2016
2011
2018
1972
2002
2016
1998
1998
1981
1961
1982
1958
1974
1994
1979
1987
2005
1985
1984

1972
1968
1969
2012
1997
1989
2018
2006
2004
2004
1969
1993
1968
1994
1965
1990
1973
1968
1974
2016
1981
2016
1981
1997
1972
1995
1989

2: Founding Directors of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden.
[Dates listed are year of first election and year of last election.]

Clinton Odell - 1952-1958
Clinton M. Odell was the instigator of the whole
affair. The story of the Friends is about the influence
a teacher had on one of her students. It is also about
Burma-Shave. Eloise Butler taught science in
Minneapolis high schools from about 1874 to 1911.
One of the students in her botany class at Central
High School in the mid-1890s was Clinton Odell.
Butler was known for taking her students on field
trips to the woods, swamps, and bogs at the edge of
Clinton Odell with spouse Any and daughter
Minneapolis. (At the time, woods and swamps
Moana, early 1950s. Odell family photo.
stretched from near Cedar Lake to Lake Minnetonka.)
These botanizing expeditions made a lasting
impression on Odell. Years later, in an article that appeared in the Christian Science Monitor in 1949,
Odell recalled how Eloise Butler and a few other teachers used an area in Glenwood Park (now
Wirth Park) for their own special wild garden. “They used to go out there in their spare time and collect
plant specimens. I just got interested in going out there in the spring to see what came up.” The spot
frequented by Eloise Butler and her fellow teacher-botanizers would
become the Eloise Butler Wild Flower Garden. The interest in nature
Butler sparked in Clinton Odell would lead to Odell becoming a
Burma-Shave
benefactor of the Garden, and to his founding the Friends of the
signs
Garden in 1952.
Burma-Shave: Clinton Odell's father was a lawyer and a tinkerer. He had
a side business, the Burma-Vita Company, selling a liniment product.
Clinton also practiced law for six years, then formed an insurance
agency, White and Odell, an agency of Northwestern National Life, but
his doctor advised him to find a less stressful line of work. In 1924 he
joined the Burma-Vita Company and with the help of a chemist friend,
Odell developed the family liniment recipe into a formula for a brushless
shaving cream, a product popular in England at the time. Thus, BurmaShave was born. But the product was hardly an overnight success.
Odell's two sons, Allan and Leonard, sold the product door to door and
to pharmacies in the upper Midwest. As the story goes, when Allan was
on a sales trip in rural Illinois in 1925, he saw a series of roadside signs
advertising a gas station. Each sign pitched a single product, culminating
in a sign pointing toward the gas station itself. Allan thought it could
work to sell Burma-Shave. He convinced his skeptical father to spend
$200 to try the idea. Allan cut and painted boards, wrote a simple threephrase jingle, and erected the first Burma-Shave signs on Highway 35
between Minneapolis and Albert Lea. After the Odell's had put up a
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Listen birds
these signs cost money
so roost awhile
but don't get funny
Burma-Shave
Don't take a curve
at 60 per
we hate to lose
a customer
Burma-Shave
The wolf
is shaved
so neat and trim
Red Riding Hood
is chasing him
Burma-Shave
Round the corner
lickety split
beautiful car
wasn't it
Burma-Shave

dozen sets of signs, orders started pouring in.
In April 1926 the Company, of which Clinton Odell was now president, leased 17,000 sq. ft. of
new space at 2019 East Lake Street, moving from 2533 Hennepin Ave. They had so much business
over the years that in 1940 they built a new factory at 2318 Chestnut Avenue West, just west of
Penn Avenue, in the Bryn Mawr neighborhood of south Minneapolis, abandoning the old quarters
at 2019 East Lake Street. The rest of his story is contained in the Part 1 text.
The other founding directors of the Friends were all acquaintances of Mr and Mrs Odell.

Martha Crone - 1952 - 1972
Martha Crone was the curator of the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden at that time, having
succeeded Eloise Butler upon her death in 1933. She become Secretary of the Friends with
membership and newsletter duties, adding treasurer duties in 1954. She served in those roles until
1971, remaining a director until 1973. She retired as Garden Curator in 1959. The Martha E.
Crone Visitors Shelter in the Garden is named in her honor. Her historical details are in “This
satisfying pursuit - Martha Crone and the Wild Flower Garden” which is a review of her career from the
time she helped Eloise Butler until her death and also in “The Native Plant Reserve in Glenwood Park,
1933-1958,” which is a year by year narrative from Crone’s notes and logs and other sources of
happenings in the Garden.

Russell H. Bennett - 1952-1968
Russell Hoadley Bennett II was born on November 30, 1896.
His father was a mining engineer and Mr. Bennett began the
same career in 1922 as mine surveyor with the Meriden Iron
Company. He held a number of positions in the mining
industry including the positions of Chairman of Electro
Manganese Corp in Knoxville, TN and of Placer Development
Ltd. of Vancouver, BC. He wrote a book well known in mining
circles in 1979 - Quest for Ore.
For his entrepreneurial and engineering accomplishments in
the finding and development of challenging mineral enterprises
Russell H. Bennett, 1978 photo.
throughout the world and his dedication to his fellow man, he
was awarded in 1978 the AIME William Lawrence Saunders
Gold Medal by the American Institute of Mining, Metallurgical, and Petroleum Engineers.
In the Minneapolis area he was at one time the Mayor of Deephaven, MN, President of Dunwoody
Institute from 1937 - 1948 and was Chairman of the Board of Dunwoody 1953 - 1957. In 1932 he
realized a long-cherished dream and bought a ranch in southern Alberta Canada. From his
experiences of becoming a rancher he wrote the book The Complete Rancher in 1965.
His wife hosted a lecture about the Garden, given by Martha Crone at their home, for the Lake
Minnetonka Garden Club on July 29, 1937, so he knew about the Garden by then. Mr. Bennett
was a founding director of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden in 1952 and remained a director
of The Friends until 1968 and was an honorary director until 1980. He and other long-time
directors were invited to attend the 1977 25th Annual Meeting of the Friends and say a few words
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but he was unable to attend as he was on his way to his ranch in Alberta. He then attended the
Annual Meeting the following year on May 20, 1978 at which he made a few comments indicating
his pleasure at the progress being made in the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden. This was his last
meeting with the Friends. He passed away on Dec. 16,
1981 and is buried at Lakewood Cemetery.

Dorothy Walton Binder - 1952-1964
Dorothy Walton married Carroll Binder on May 24,
1920, the couple having met while they were serving in
the Red Cross, working with Belgian refugees during
WWI. They both pursued journalism as a career, and
after a few short stints at different newspapers, including
the Minneapolis Daily Star, they ended up in Chicago in
the 1920s where Dorothy wrote articles for The New
Majority, a labor newspaper and Carroll worked for the
Chicago Daily News under Frank Knox. One of Dorothy’s
articles “The Stockwells of Minnesota” appeared in the
New Republic on Dec. 22, 1937. Dorothy was
Dorothy Walton Binder (left) with just retired
especially active in the National Council of Jewish
Garden Curator Martha Crone, at the dedication
Women, of which she was president (1932-1937).
of a memorial in the Wildflower Garden to
Clinton Odell. 1959 newspaper photo.

The Binders had four children. Their eldest son Lt.
Carroll Binder Jr. died in WWII, lost at sea when his B-17, on which he was navigator, crashed in
the English Channel when returning from a Berlin raid. The family was unable to verify his demise
for months causing great trauma for the family. After the war it was found that his body had been
recovered by a German fisherman and buried in France by the German authorities.
There were three other children, daughter Mary Kelsey Binder, born in 1923 and twins David and
Debby born in 1931, in London where the Binders were working for the Daily News. They returned
to Chicago in late 1931 but after the Daily News changed ownership in 1944 with the death of
Frank Knox (who was Secretary of the Navy at the time), the Binders moved to Minneapolis in
1945 to work for the Minneapolis Tribune, Carroll becoming editorial page editor.
Dorothy, who was a friend of Amy Odell, was a founding Director of the Friends of the Wild
Flower Garden in 1952 and remained on the Board until 1964 after which she was an ex-officio
honorary director until 1976. During her tenure she was Vice-President from 1952 until the death
of Clinton Odell in June 1958, when she became President, serving in that role until January 1962.
In 1974 Friends Past President Cay Faragher received a letter from Dorothy and she informed the
Friends as follows:
Mrs. Carroll Binder, past President of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, has maintained her
active interest in the “Garden” since its inception. A long letter from her brings us up to date. Mrs.
Binder, with daughter, Debby moved to Oakland, Calif., in 1971, where she has successfully battled
her Parkinson's disease with the magic drug EeDopa. In spite of other problems plus a cataract
operation, she has been finishing her husband's "papers" as well as those of her father for the
Minnesota Historical Society. Her daughter Mary Kelsey and husband are in Oakland, and their four
grown children are a great source of pleasure with their brilliant careers. The highlight of this year was
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a fall trip to Washington, D.C., to see son Dave and family, just the returned from six years in
Germany with New York Times. After some moving about, Mrs. Binder is now settled at the Mark
Twain Retirement Center, 2438 35th Ave. Oakland California 94601.

In 1978, when she was 84, the Friends were still receiving donations from her from California. That
is the last record we have of her. Her papers are included with her husbands at the Newberry
Library in Chicago.
Donald C. Dayton - 1952-1958
Donald Chadwick Dayton was born on Aug. 13,
1914, one of six sons of George N. Dayton and
Grace Bliss Dayton.
He suffered from polio as a child, and later helped
found the Sister Kenny Institute, which did
pioneering work in the rehabilitation of polio
victims and those with other disabling conditions.
Mr. Dayton, was a 1937 graduate of Yale
University, joined Dayton's Department Stores as a Donald Dayton (right) with Southdale architect Victor
Gruen, 1952.
stockboy shortly after graduation. He held
positions as buyer, merchandising manager and general manager, and in 1950 was named
president. In 1960 he was elected chief executive officer and when he retired in 1968 he was
chairman of the board.
He was a member of the National Alliance of Businessmen, the Urban Coalition and the
Metropolitan Council.
Donald Dayton was a founding Director of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden in 1952 and
remained on the Board until 1959. He also held the office of Vice-President, along with Dorothy
Binder, from 1953 to 1959. At the time of the founding of the Friends he was working with
architect Victor Gruen on the design of the nation’s first enclosed shopping mall - Southdale
Center in Edina MN.
Donald’s mother, Grace Bliss Dayton was a member of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden and
when she passed away in April 1966, Friends Secretary and Newsletter editor Martha Crone wrote:
“Among her many activities she was a staunch supporter of the Eloise Butler Wild Flower Garden. Her interest
and enthusiasm in furthering the Garden will be greatly missed.”
Donald Dayton died of Cancer on June 22, 1989.
Leonard F. Ramberg - 1952-1972
Leonard F. Ramberg was born on January 10, 1906. His career was centered on business and civic
affairs. He was elected a Minneapolis Public Schools director in 1948, a City Council Alderman
from 1945 to 1949; he was Minneapolis Postmaster 1954 - 57; a founder and President of the
Citizens League of Minneapolis and Hennepin County; and at various times Chairman of the
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Minneapolis YMCA General Board; President of the
American Swedish Institute; Chairman of the Augsburg
College Board of Regents from 1966 - 1972.
In 1988 he received the Minneapolis Rotary “Service above
Self” award, even though he was not a member.
In business he was at times Corporate Secretary of the
Glenwood-Inglewood Water Company, Treasurer of the
Burma-Vita Company and then made a career at
Northwestern National Bank from which he retired as
Senior Vice President in 1971.
He was a founding Director of the Friends of the Wild
Leonard F. Ramberg, 1972 photo.
Flower Garden in 1952 and remained on the Board until
1972 after which he was an honorary director until 1976.
Mr. Ramberg also served as the Friends Treasurer during the first two years of our organization and
as Vice-President in 1960 and 1961. He and other long-time directors were invited to attend the
1977 25th Annual Meeting of the Friends (June 4) and say a few words. Mr. Ramberg stated he
became interested in the garden through Mr. Clinton Odell. He stated that the garden was a tribute
to the interest and work of Mr. Odell who really believed in the need for it. Mr. Ramberg then
expressed his appreciation for the invitation to be with us on this occasion.
That was his last known meeting with the Friends. He passed away on Oct. 22, 1988.

Non-founding Early Members of the Board of Directors 1950s - 1960s
Earle Brown - 1953-1962
Mrs. Clarence (Ebba) Tolg - 1953-1968
For Mrs. Clarence Tolg the connection was wildflowers. She was known to Martha Crone for many
years prior to this as she appears in Martha's records twice in 1942, stopping in the Garden for a
visit on May 23 with Martha noting she had not been in since 1940. Mrs. Tolg brought along
Marion Cross who was also interested in plants and birds. Miss Cross would join the board in 1961.
Mrs. Tolg returned On August 7 and the pair drove to Lulu May Aler's for lunch, Martha walking
back via Fruen's Mill and Babcock's glen. Miss Aler lived in Bryn Mawr and maintained the bird
feeding station at the Garden. (Appendix 7)
While her first name was “Ebba” she was also known as “Betty.” In 1939 she had helped form the
Golden Valley Garden Club, gave gardening talks and maintained a good sized wild flower garden
at her home on 206 Meadow Lane North in Golden Valley, just a short distance from the
Wildflower Garden and just behind (west) of the Loring Cascade. Her large yard was a haven for
birds and young members of the Minneapolis Bird Club would go there for birding. [Thanks to
Friends member J. S. Futcher for that note.]. She was on the Minneapolis Campfire Girls Council
in 1940s. Her other memberships included the Zontians, Golden Valley League of Women Voters
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and the Bernard College Alumni Group. Her husband, Clarence, became well known in the 1960s
as “Uncle Fogey” on WCCO radio. She was Vice-President of the Friends from 1962 through 1965.
Ebba passed away on 2 June 1982 at age 94. Memorials were directed to the Friends.

Elizabeth Carpenter - 1954-1969
Carl W. Rawson - 1954-1968
Carl Wendell Rawson was an artist, one of the Minnesota
Impressionists, and also a golfer and sportsman.
Mr. Rawson was a charter member of The Friends of the
Wild Flower Garden and was elected to the Friends Board of
Directors in 1954, 18 months after the founding of The
Friends. He remained on the Board until 1969, after which
he was an honorary director until his death.
Carl was born in Van Meter Iowa on January 28, 1884, raised
in Des Moines, played on town baseball teams and became a
champion amateur golfer. He loved hunting and fishing
and it is probably no doubt that his love of the outdoors,
Carl W. Rawson, photo Minnesota Historical
frequent camping trips and ventures into the Minnesota
Society.
woods made him a kindred spirt to Friends founder
Clinton Odell.
Rawson’s art career began with training in Des Moines, then at the Minneapolis School of Art and
the National Academy in New York. He and his wife Louella moved to Minneapolis in 1906 for a
position as cartoonist for the Minneapolis Tribune where he worked for nine years.
After leaving the Tribune he made a living by painting portraits and then landscapes from the
Hudson River to Minnesota. His favorite topic was the North Shore of Lake Superior, where he
found scenes for his brush many times - an area that Martha Crone had a special feeling for as well.
The Rawsons lived on Kenwood Parkway in Minneapolis.
He died on December 4, 1970. Martha Crone noted his passing in The Fringed Gentian™ in January
1971.

Walter E. Lehnert - 1960-1968 and 1975-1980
Walter Lehnert joined the Friends board at the January 5, 1960 Annual Meeting. At the 1962
board meeting following the annual meeting he was elected President, serving for three years
through 1964. After leaving the board as an active director in May 1969 he was elected an honorary
director until he was reelected to the board in 1975 and served through 1980.
Mr. Lehnert is first mentioned in the Friends records in 1955 when he provided Martha Crone an
Inkberry to plant (Ilex glabra). His entire backyard at 5209 Minnehaha Blvd., Edina, was filled with
wild flowering forbs and shrubs that he had grown from seed. He grew up in Scott County but
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spent a few working years in New York of which he says
“It gave me a sense of appreciation of things I'd taken for
granted like the woods and plants.”1
When he returned to Minnesota he joined the
Minnesota Botanical Society and the Nature
Conservancy, of which at one time he was chairman of
the Minnesota Chapter. He said that his working
philosophy is that “There’s relatively little left that's true
natural land. I'm interested in seeing enough representative
areas conserved so that future generations can see what these
areas were like.” The Friends of the Wild Flower Garden
were then a natural choice for him to join.
Only twice did he write a note for The Fringed Gentian™.
The first in October 1962 (Vol. 10 No. 4) covered the
uniqueness of fall leaf color. In the second in October
1963 (Vol. 11 No. 4) he related his philosophy stated
above, to the Wild Flower Garden.

Walter Lehnert in his wildflower garden.
March 1973. Minneapolis Tribune photo.

A century ago when my grandparents, along with many others, settled in this part of our country
there was an abundance of all of the native "Wildflower," ferns, etc. This hundred years of advancing
civilization has eliminated most of the interesting and desirable plants. Only in sanctuaries such as
Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden and in bits of untillable land here and there, have they been able to
survive.
The scarcity of some of the most abundant species is a mute indication of the need to conserve that
bit which still remains. As urban development envelopes these bits of waste land, the last stands of
some of the local flora will be destroyed. If you know of such a location, an attempt should be made
to salvage desirable plants. Those hard to propagate -such as orchids, perennial gentian, and some
ferns should be salvaged if at all possible. There is no need to move easily propagated plants such as
most Violets, Columbine, Butterfly-weed, etc.

Lehnert's commercial life takes us back to 1930 when he had a workshop building transformers and
a former university mate, R. E. Allison had a workshop building amplifiers. They joined together
forming Audio Development Company which, during its World War II production peak reached
250 employees.2
After World War II with the development of the electronics industry in Minnesota, Magnetic
Controls, Inc. was founded in 1953. At the time Lehnert was President of the Friends, he was
chairman of the board of Magnetic Controls. He retired from that position in 1970.
One of his hobbies was to collect postage stamps with native plants as the image. He gave talks with
color slides about them and brought examples to look at.3 He passed away on June 14, 1982.
NOTES:
(1) Minneapolis Tribune March 10, 1963.
(2) Minneapolis Tribune November 23, 1945.
(3) Minneapolis Tribune April 16, 1967.
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Other references: Minutes of The Board of Directors and other documents of the Friends of the Wild Flower
Garden, Inc.

Russell Nye - 1960-1981
Leonard Odell - 1960-1974
A son of Clinton Odell. He left the board in 1974 to allow his sister Moana to join. He was master
of ceremonies for the dedication of the Martha Crone Shelter in 1970.

Mrs. Bernard Bowron - 1961-1962
Marion Cross - 1961-1968
Marion Eleanor Cross is first mentioned in the Friends records on May 23
1942 when she accompanies Ebba Tolg to the Garden to visit with Martha
Crone. She was acquainted with fellow board member Russell Bennett as she is
known to have stayed with the Bennetts at their Alberta ranch in the 1950s.
Birding and gardening were of great interest to her. She grew flowers vegetables
and fruits which were used in sales to benefit Smith College. She liked to write
about history, especially about parts of Minneapolis, the houses and who lived
in them. Her writing career became noticed with her translation of Father
Louis Hennepin's travels in the midwest in the 1600's, the first 20th century
translation. She gave tours at the Minneapolis Institute of Arts and she
traveled. She was on one of her travels in Mexico with her father Norton Cross,
a Minneapolis Attorney, when he died.

Marion Cross
1941 photo.

She lived at 806 Mount Curve Avenue in Minneapolis and died in Edina on November 29, 1997 at
age 94.

Whitney Eastman - 1961-1968
Whitney H. Eastman was a member of the Friends
Board of Directors from January 1961 through May
1969, after which he was an honorary director until
May 1975. He joined the board when Dorothy
Binder was President and was active through the
fund raising and construction of the Martha Crone
Shelter.
Mr. Eastman continued to attend the annual
meetings of the Friends until his death. He passed
away on December 3, 1979 at age 91.
Mr. Eastman was an avid birder, considered the
nations top amateur ornithologist. He was a
contributing author to the book The Treasury of Birds,
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Whitney Eastman, 1957. Star-Tribune photo

published in 1972. He was one of four persons who confirmed the sighting of a pair of rare Ivory
Billed Woodpeckers in Florida in March of 1950. This is mentioned in several articles and books
including “Ivory-billed Woodpecker Sightings and Evidence 1944-2003,” a compendium of information
on the bird - part of Project Coyote; also in the book The Ghost Orchid Ghost and Other Tales from the
Swamp published in Florida in 2007. He was instrumental in establishing a sanctuary for the pair of
birds.
By 1953 his life list of species totaled 749, with years yet to go. By 1957, with extensive travel, the list
totaled 1,327. The Eastman Nature Center at Elm Creek Park Reserve was dedicated and named
for him in 1974. The center is part of Three Rivers Park District, Hennepin County, Minnesota.
Mr. Eastman was a fund-raiser for the 14,000 square-foot center. He was such a good fund-raiser
that Star Tribune columnist Jim Kimball wrote in 1973 that his “national fame as a birder is
exceeded only by his reputation as fund raiser for worthy causes.” In 1967 when Goodrich Lowry
organized the Metropolitan Nature Centers Corporation,1 Eastman accepted the chairmanship of
the fund-raising committee. The first project was to build a nature center in the new Carver Park
Reserve. The goal was one half million dollars. The
committee raised that in six months and
construction began but the money kept coming in
which, with a little more fund raising, then led to
building the Hyland Lake Nature Center. With
$40,000 still leftover, the Corporation asked the
Hennepin County Park Reserve District which had
taken over the nature centers as planned, that if they
had another $100,000 could a center be built at Elm
Creek. It was raised and on Eastman’s 85th
birthday, the District voted to name the Elm Creek
Eastman Nature Center, Elm Creek Park Reserve
center after Eastman.2
photo.

He was born on April 24, 1888 in Fort Ann, New
York to a poor farming family but he made it to Dartmouth and earned science and engineering
degrees and then got his first job installing sewage systems in New York in 1911 but in the same year
took a job with a linseed oil refining firm in New Jersey. He and his wife Anna lived in a number of
cities as he worked professionally in the vegetable oil processing industry beginning with that job in
1911. He joined Archer Daniels Midland (ADM) Company in 1928 eventually became a vice
president in 1939 and then of General Mills in 1942 after moving to Minneapolis. His last industry
position was as a director of First Oceanic Corp, the largest stockholder of ADM. He published
several books and articles about the Oil Processing Industry and in particular the book The History
of the Linseed Oil Industry in the United States.
For a time the Eastman's lived in Whitefish Bay, Wisconsin when he was the president of the
William O. Goodrich Co., as associate organization of the Archer-Daniels-Midland Company
(ADM). In 1929 they constructed a house there at 4716 N. Wilshire Rd. that is now on the
historical walking tour of the city. By 1940 they were in Minneapolis living at 4450 W. Lake Harriet
Blvd. and then in 1959 built a house at 7000 Valley View Road in Edina that they called Tanager
Hill. It was sited for nature and bird watching and inside Mrs. Eastman (Karen) said the decoration
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style was “Modern Aviary.” They brought to the house their
voluminous accumulation of birding material and 30 years of
birding records.3
At the time of the Ivory Billed Woodpecker sighting, he was a
vice president of General Mills. In 1957 after he had retired from
General Mills he became executive director of the Minnesota
Area Development Corporation, the goal of which was to
increase the industrial economy of the area. He was a member of
many ornithological societies, on the board of National
Audubon, a life member of the Illinois Natural History Survey,
on the National Executive Board of Boy Scouts of American, a
founding director of National City Bank. and he took part in or
chaired many civic groups.
Karen Eastman was equally active in civic affairs and birding.
She was president of the Minneapolis Audubon society and a
director of the Minneapolis Club for a number of years.

Karen Eastman, President of
Minneapolis Audubon society
and David Snell planting one of
100 trees at the Roberts Bird
Sanctuary in April 1954. StarTribune photo.

Whitney Eastman passed away on December 3, 1979 while hospitalized in Boca Raton, Florida.
Interesting Eastman Tidbits
When Mr. Eastman arrived in Minneapolis it did not take him long to discover the Eloise Butler
Wildflower Garden as a great place for birding. He first shows up in Garden Curator Martha
Crone's diary in 1941 when on May 25th she notes “Mr. Eastman of Archer Daniels in, also Dassett &
others.” On May 28, 1942, a local birder, Mr. Milton Thompson of the Minneapolis Public Library's
Science Museum, collected (i.e. “shot”) a male Coopers Hawk in the Garden but not the female.
Martha had asked him to come and get it as she was
afraid it would kill too many songbirds.4 On the 30th
Martha noted Mr. Whitney Eastman left a card saying
“they had collected the female hawk and found 2 eggs in the
nest, thereby establishing an early record for the State.”
In 1943, again on May 30th, Martha noted in her
Garden Log:
Many birds noted, also a most unusual find, a
“western tanager” discovered by Mr. Whitney
Eastman, south of upper gate just west of deep hole.
We observed it a long while. It was traveling with a
number of scarlet tanagers.
Whitney Eastman, ca. 1953.
Years later Mr. Eastman attended the 25th Annual
Meeting of the Friends in 1977 and one of his
recollections about the Garden was that find of the Western Tanager. He told the meeting:

He believed he was alone in the Garden when he spotted a Western Tanager which had no business
in this area. He looked around excitedly to fine someone to vouch for his identification and called to
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a man who appeared nearby --Western tanager! Western Tanager!!. The man disappeared hurriedly
and Mr. Eastman didn’t know whether the man was an escapee from Stillwater [State Prison] or
thought he was.

Former Friends President Robert Dassett was a birder just like Eastman. Betty Dassett wrote this
note about Eastman:
Bob liked to remember his friend Whitney Eastman, “a real bird man” and a great baseball fan
during the Millers’ era. Whitney had his own version of a double-header, Robert recalled; he’d watch
the first game, bike to the Garden to eat his sandwich and talk to Martha, and then bike back to see
most of the second game.

Robert Dassett recalled doing just that with Eastman on a Memorial Day. [The Fringed Gentian™
Vol. 19 No. 4, Oct. 1971]
Friends member Mr. J. S. Futcher had these recollections: Mr. Eastman attempted to get involved
with the organization Minneapolis Bird Club but as he was an outsider, he met resistance from the
old guard so he turned his attention to the Minnesota Ornithologists Union where he updated
their constitution and changed the name of the quarterly Flicker to the Loon. When Mr. Futcher was
a student he was on several field trips where Eastman was along where a car caravan was used and
the participants took turns riding in each car. On one of the trips he and another student took
turns riding in Eastman's “big black Cadilliac.” On another trip to the North Shore, a bus was used
and the Eastmans rode along chatting with many people. [Letter of J. S. Futcher to editor, June 3,
2022.]
Reference: Minutes of The Board of Directors and other documents of the Friends of the Wild Flower
Garden, Inc.; Whitefish Bay Historical Group; books cited above; Illinois Natural History Survey, and many
newspaper accounts.
(1) The purpose for the nature centers was to create a place where elementary school children and their
teachers could learn about nature and the environment and begin to develop and ecological conscience.
Lowry and his wife Louse joined the Friends in 1967. He passed away in 1988; Louise was a member
until her death in 2002. The Friends have a program to subsidize transportation to the Wildflower
Garden for elementary students for the similar reasons. How interesting that both Lowry and Eastman
have nature centers named for them and both were associated with the Friends.
(2) Jim Kimball column, Minneapolis Star Tribune, Nov. 18, 1973
(3) Jean Werrall, Minneapolis Tribune, May 24, 1959
(4) Milton D. Thompson instituted a children's program at the Science Museum that provided weekly field
trips around the Twin Cities. Street cars were used for transportation. Raptors were not protected at
that time and no permit was necessary. When Eastman collected the female hawk, his accomplice was
undoubtedly Thompson, as the two were friends. The Eastman's were on a number of binding field
trips from the city with youth and older birders and got along quite well with all groups. Information
from Friends member J.S. Futcher, 1992. and letter of June 3, 2022.

Lloyd Hale - 1961-1962
Alice Martin - 1961-1968
Mrs. Robert Strange - 1961-1965
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Alvin Witt- 1963-1972
Alvin Witt was first elected to the Friends Board of Directors in 1963. He was
elected Vice-president in 1966 and held that position until May of 1970. He
retired from the board in May of 1973 at which point he was appointed an
honorary director in recognition of his services when he was treasurer of the
Building Committee that was formed by the Friends of the Wild Flower
Garden for the construction of the Martha Crone Shelter in 1968-1970.
It was at the first meeting of the building committee that Alvin Witt
suggested that the Garden name be changed to add “and Bird Sanctuary”
changing the name to “Eloise Butler Wild Flower and Bird Sanctuary.” The suggestion was to be
presented to the Board of Park Commissioners. At a meeting on March 25, 1969 in the office of
Superintendent Robert Ruhe, Mr. Ruhe said the Park Board was agreeable to the suggestion of
changing the name as requested. However, when put into use the name came out with “wildflower”
as one word substituted for “wild flower” and that caused the official name of the Friends to now
differ from that of the Garden.
In 1978 Friends newsletter co-editor Pat Deweese interviewed Martha Crone and the editor wrote:
“Two trees she remembers fondly are an elm just outside the Garden that was fenced in back in the days when
Theodore Wirth and Alvin Witt considered it ‘their’ tree.” This is the largest elm remaining in the Park and
with treatments by the Friends has so far survived the elm disease. [to that date.]
The Witt family was important in the grocery business in Minneapolis from the 1890s until the
1980s when large supermarkets became the norm for grocery shopping. Alvin was one of three
brothers that operated Witt's Market with several Twin City locations but with the main store at
705 Hennepin Avenue in Minneapolis. He was treasurer of the company for many years and was
active in the National Association of Retail Grocers.
The family considered Witt's to be the first grocery store in the nation to use shopping carts,
beginning in 1924 and to become completely self-service by 1949. They had their own poultry
operation, called “Med-O-Sweet Poultry,” in Osseo MN where they raised and processed poultry for
their stores.
One event in the business that made the newspapers was a sale of buffalo meat in 1945 while meat
was still on war-time
rationing. They had
contracted for 100 head
but only 40 arrived and all
the meat sold out the first
day of the sale. Alvin said
in 1963 during their 75th
anniversary that “That was
a mighty lucky thing too. If
we had gotten all of them we
would still be selling buffalo
meat.” War-time rationing
of meat had ended the day
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after their sale.1
Another war-time event was when Minneapolis Star columnist Jimmy Robinson posted an appeal for
pheasant skins that the military wanted in Hawaii. Alvin Witt had already sent 150 skins but when
the column broke the Star office was deluged with skins and at that point Witt volunteered to be
the clearing house for pheasant skins.2
In his spare time Alvin was a noted collector of autographs and stamps. In the 1950s he was
secretary/treasurer of the Collectors Club in Minneapolis. He and his wife, Bernice, took things
one step further and when they traveled they took photos of paintings in museums and landscape
subjects that had been depicted on postage stamps and married the two for presentation.
Unfortunately in 1967 their home in Golden Valley was burglarized and the entire collection, at
that time valued at $19,000, was stolen.
Among other activities, both Alvin and Bernice were active members of the University Club, Alvin
was treasurer in 1937. Bernice was active with the Red Cross
Volunteer Nurses Aide Committee, in the Minneapolis League
of Women Voters, the Wells College Club, the Mother's Club
of St. Mary's Hall and the Christmas Seal Campaigns. The
extended Witt family of brothers and relatives maintained a
Summer retreat in the country they called “Witt’s End.”
Bernice Witt passed away in June 1970 and memorial funds
allowed the Friends to pay for the fountain located on the
patio area in front of the Martha Crone Visitor's Shelter in the
Woodland Garden. It as installed in 1971. Alvin passed away in
October 1973.
Reference: Minutes of The Board of Directors and other documents
of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc.
Newspaper photos from Minneapolis Star-Tribune
Note 1: Minneapolis Star-Trib, Oct. 22, 1973
Note 2: Minneapolis Star, Nov. 12, 1942

Alvin Witt and nephew Bill Witt in
October 1963. Newspaper photo.

Mrs. George (Jessie) Ludcke Sr.- 1964-1968
Jessie Ludcke joined the Friends board on March 2, 1964 joining other birding enthusiasts on the
board with whom she was acquainted through Audubon and the Minnesota Orinthologist Union,
particularly Whitney and Karen Eastman.
Her husband George, who died in 1961, and she had been camp co-ordinators for Minnesota for
National Audubon societies nature study camp at Hunt Hill near Sarona WI. They had been
among the founders of the camp.

Elizabeth Reed - 1964-1969
Mary Simmons - 1966-1969
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Hazel Solhaug - 1966-1968
Information lacking other than her name is mentioned for donating native plants in the Curator's
log of 1950 and in The Fringed Gentian™ in 1965.

Cathrine Faragher - 1968-1970 and 1974-1975 and 1979
In the Friends Annual Secretary’s Report for 1967 Martha Crone wrote
“We look forward to some day having an administration building housing an
office, Museum and Herbarium of specimens.” The following May 18th,
Catherine (Cay) Farager joined the Friends Board of Directors and was
elected President, succeeding Ken Avery who was president in 1966-1968.
These two things are related.
Martha Crone's statement indicates the Friends were already discussing a
new office and shelter building for the Garden and the Friends would
have to be the ones pushing the idea to the Park Board. Since Ken Avery
was also the Garden Curator and Gardener he may have felt he should
not be the one speaking for the Friends. Cay Faragher undoubtedly knew
what she was about to help manage.
The events that followed in building the Martha E. Crone Shelter are all described in detail in Part
1 and Part 2, so those should be referenced for the details.
Catherine served as president until May 1971 at which time she became an honorary and ex-officio
director until 1975 at when she rejoined the Board. At that time more Garden improvements were
being planned and the other directors who had dealt with the Park Board during the Shelter
planning and construction were no longer on the Board.
She hosted the first Friends Board meeting of January 20, 1975 at her home at 3401 East Calhoun
Blvd. Park Board Coordinator of Environmental Education Gordon Morrison and Park Board
Landscape Architect Gary Criter were in attendance. The meeting was to discuss the latest plans for
new steps to the Garden, new railing, a new gate and entrance sign. Cay Faragher was on the 1976
Bi-centennial Commission and suggested that the Friends part of this new upgrade to the Garden
be considered the Friends contribution to the bi-centennial year. That was approved.
Catherine then dropped off the board in 1976 but made all the arrangements for the Friends 25th
anniversary meeting in May of 1977. Then she returned to the board for one more year of service in
1979. Her last appearance was at the Friends 30th anniversary annual meeting when she and other
past presidents spoke of their remembrances.
Former Friends President Robert Dassett, concluded his recollections about being on the Friends
Board by adding “and finally the rather feverish, hectic, but rewarding activity of the past several years when,
under the leadership of the human dynamo, Cay Faragher, the new Martha Crone Shelter was planned, built
and opened.”
Cay had a direct and personable way of writing to the Friends membership. In the Spring of 1969
she wrote “We are hoping that you members who treasure this unique little oasis within our fast expanding
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city will dig into your pockets. We have paid for the plans. We have $4, 000.” This was quite a gamble as
$25,000 was needed. “We can do this, do it right now and do it the way we want to, if we all get in there
and pitch. There are only 200 of us; some will be unable to contribute, but those of you who can will be richly
rewarded with the knowledge that you have helped to safeguard and keep for future generations the Eloise
Butler Wild Flower and Bird Sanctuary.”1
In October she added “A trip to the Garden will make you feel proud and happy that you had a part in this
great project. I want you all to know that we never could have gone ahead, as we have, without your hard
working, enthusiastic, single-minded officers. Mr. Tusler, Building Chm., Mr. Witt, Building Fund, Mr. Thorn
& Mr. Dassett. Mrs. Crone who has been kept spinning with so many new memberships to process and two
large memorials funds to acknowledge.”2
In April of 1970 “We have accomplished what seemed impossible. Your Directors hope that you will be as
pleased as we are with the "Shelter" as you are the ones who have done this through your enthusiastic
contributions. We are leaving a few of the exciting finish up “frostings on the cake” until the bills are all in and
paid. Our heartfelt thanks to our Honorary Board for their wise council and to all of you who have been a
great help to me personally, and to others of your Directors. God bless you all. Cay Faragher.”3
In her private life she was married to Reginald Faragher who was publisher of the Minneapolis
Athletic Club Gopher Magazine for 35
years. For 22 years until 1962 the
Faraghers had a 61 acre hobby farm on
the Rum River near Anoka where they
spent summers and raised Shetland
Ponies. They had no children.
Cay was active in many organizations
such as the Minnesota United Nations
association and especially the
Minneapolis Woman's Club where
several times she chaired the annual
Art Salon.
Reginald passed away on August 19,
1987 and Cay on May 2, 1991. The
Friends noted her death in The Fringed
Gentian™ of July 1991 and at the
annual meeting on May 18th that year.
A number of people sent in memorials
for her.

Above: At the 29th annual art salon sponsored by the Woman's
Club in April 1959, Cay is pictured with sculptor Peter Lapori at left.
Tribune photo.

Reference: Minutes of The Board of
Directors and other documents of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc.
Note 1: The Fringed Gentian™ Vol. 17 No 2 April 1969
Note 2: The Fringed Gentian™ Vol. 17 No. 4 October 1969
Note 3: The Fringed Gentian™ Vol. 18 No. 2 April 1970.
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Robert Dassett Jr. - 1969-1982
Robert Dassett Jr. joined the Friends Board of Directors in 1970 and
remained on the board until 1982. He was Vice President in 1970 and
Friends President 1971 through 1974.
During his tenure on the board the Friends raised money for the existing
Garden restroom building, purchased the first small garden tractor, funding
the Witt water fountain, installed display lighting and fireplace doors in the
new Martha Crone Shelter and purchased several small items.
Mr. Dassett visited the Wildflower Garden often as a young man as he was an
avid birdwatcher. While president of the Friends he wrote in The Fringed Gentian™ about his
Garden memories:
Miss Butler standing near the old shelter; my first Cardinal, April 1932; a walk down the east path
with Dr. Crone [Martha Crone’s husband William] to see my first Barred Owl; drowsy August days
talking with Martha Crone in the coolness of the old shelter; Mr. Whitney Eastman on a Memorial
Day getting in an hour of birding between a morning and afternoon double-header at Nicollet Park;
fighting a grass fire with Mr. Clinton Odell in the upper garden when it was still very new; and finally
the rather feverish, hectic, but rewarding activity of the past several years when, under the leadership
of the human dynamo, Cay Faragher, the new Martha Crone Shelter was planned, built and
opened.1

Martha Crone mentions several visits with Mr. Dassett in her diary over a number of years. In 1939
she notes his visits with his bride-to-be, Betty, and they were married in late 1939. In 1940 she
noted:
Beautiful weather, ideal May Day. Dassett [Robert] in first time this year. He again working for his
grandfather and continuing on at N. [High school] to prepare for teaching. Baby girl was born last
July, expect another in Sept.

In 1942 he was in on May 16th and back the next day with Whitney Eastman to join in the great
birding that year. In 1943 she noted he was in on April 23rd and was now teaching high school in
Springfield.2
After the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden was founded, Martha Crone received a note from
Dassett on May 18th, 1960 that read:
Enclosed is a check for $5 to enroll me as a Friend. A thousand dollars couldn’t even begin to repay
for the wonderful hours spent in the Garden. I’ll cherish forever those moments spent on the paths
in the Garden and also in your little cabin chatting about all sorts of wonderful things, but mostly
about birds and flowers.

When the Friends published in 2004 their 50th Anniversary booklet titled “50 Years of Friends”,
Bob and Betty Dassett added a few additional notes. Expanding on his 1971 comment, they wrote:
He liked to remember his friend Whitney Eastman, “a real bird man” and a great baseball fan during
the Millers’ era. Whitney had his own version of a double-header, Robert recalled; he’d watch the
first game, bike to the Garden to eat his sandwich and talk to Martha, and then bike back to see most
of the second game.
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Another tidbit was when Robert and Betty were at the Garden when Martha’s husband Bill
discovered a barred owl perched rather close on a tree branch. All four went to gaze at it, and the
owl just sat and stared back at them, seemingly curious and unafraid.
Mr. Dassett’s career centered on teaching, ending with 33 years as professor of Spanish at
Macalester College. He once wrote that:
I spend a lot of time working in the garden, birdwatching and canoeing. I’ve driven thousands of
miles looking for birds. I play the lute and love life.3

A student who graduated in 1974 and became a Professor of Hispanic Studies at Macalester,
credited Dassett with a) her parents meeting each other and b) her attending Macalester. She wrote
of Dassett:
He was a wonderful, kind of a Renaissance man kind of person. And he was lovely, and he always
visited my family. In fact, it was because of Bob Dassett that my parents met. So I figured, I’m really a
child of Macalester in very strange ways that most alums and instructors can’t claim.4

Mr. Dassett passed away on April 13, 2002.
Reference:
(1) Fringed Gentian™ Vol. 19. No.4 Oct. 1971
(2) From Martha Crones diaries.
(3) 1972/1973 Macalester Faculty and Student Guide.
(4) Garciagodoy, Juanita, "Interview with Juanita Garciagodoy, Class of 1974 and Professor of Hispanic
Studies" (2007). Hispanic Studies Department Oral Histories. Paper 1.
(5) Minutes of The Board of Directors and other documents of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc.

Harry Thorn - 1969-1973
Harry Thorn joined the Friends in 1968 and in that same year he became a
member of the Building Committee that was formed by the Friends of the
Wild Flower Garden for the construction of the Martha Crone Shelter. He
and Wilber Tusler both make their appearances at this time. They were
probably acquainted with one of the other board members and Thorn was
certainly known to Garden Curator Ken Avery through birding activities.
Harry was in charge of the building fund for the Committee - in effect the
finance chair of the Committee.
Mr. Thorn and Mr. Tusler were the ones who met with Minneapolis Parks
Superintendent Robert Ruhe on March 25, 1969 to finalize the parameters for
the Friends building the new shelter.
He was first elected to the Friends Board of Directors in 1969 and served until May 1974 when he
did not stand for re-election as he and his wife Marjorie were moving to Richmond VA in 1975.
At the time he joined the Friends he was a retired executive of the advertising firm of Batten,
Bardon, Durstine and Osborne. He was an amateur photographer, some would say almost
professional in his capabilities. After his retirement he helped psychiatric patients at the Veterans
Hospital to use cameras and process film. He showed slides to the patients. A comment of his was
“I just didn't want to spend all my time on myself. I figured I could do something for these patients.”1
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His focus was on birds and flowers. One of his "shows" was a presentation of Minnesota
Wildflowers to the Minneapolis Bird Club on March 4, 1969, with Garden Curator Ken Avery
narrating.2 He passed away 1979 in Virginia.
References:
Minutes of The Board of Directors and other documents of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc.
Note 1: Minneapolis Star-Trib, Dec. 10, 1961
Note 2: Minneapolis Star-Trib, March 2, 1969.

Wilber Tusler - 1969-1974
It was Mr. Wilbur Tusler who took on the chair position of the Friends of
the Wild Flower Garden Building Committee responsible for the
construction of the Martha Crone Shelter. He was an architect. In 1917 he
and an associate, Gottfried R. Magney, formed the architectural firm of
Magney and Tusler, that in 1969 became Magney, Tusler & Setters. Mr.
Tusler had retired from active work earlier. His firm did the architectural
work for the 1932 Main Post Office in Minneapolis, the Young-Quinlan
Building, the original MacPhail School of Music, the Minneapolis Woman's
Club, the Foshay Tower, and four hospitals: Swedish, Abbott, Northwestern
and Deaconess. The original Prudential Insurance Building in Golden Valley and the Armatage
School in South Minneapolis are also his firms work. Their chief designer, Leon Arnal, did the
design work on the Foshay Tower and the Post Office
Mr. Tusler joined the Friends Board of Directors in 1969 at the request of Friends President
Catherine Faragher, Tusler having already been active with the Friends in the building plan. He was
on the board through 1974.
Mr. Tusler arranged for the design of the shelter from architect Hiram Livingston and oversaw the
construction. He contributed substantial funds to help fund the construction and created the
memorial to his wife Margaret that is the lintel of the Shelter door. She had passed away on April 1,
1969 during the fund raising phase of the shelter construction.
One colorful episode from Tusler's life was covered in an article in the August 24, 1926 Minneapolis
Star. It stated “Somewhere in northern Minnesota today, Wilber Tusler is looking for the oldest and most
picturesque Indian wigwam he can find.” It was to be used as a stage decoration centerpiece for the
September 1st address of Col. Theodore Roosevelt to the annual pow wow of the Hennepin
County Sportmen's club. The chairman of the event said “We want on that will make him sit up and
take notice. If anybody can find it, he is Wilber Tusler.”
He passed away on Aug. 14, 1985 at age 94.

Alexander Dean - 1973-1975
Alexander Dean first comes into our history in 1969 during the construction of the Martha Crone
Shelter. During the planning for the Shelter a fireplace or a Franklin Stove was considered, the
stove having the advantage of stretching limited funds.1
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Some of the funds pledged for the shelter were in the form of
memorials. In July 1968 Mr. and Mrs. Dean lost one of their three
children, daughter Kathleen Dean Hillman who was recently married
and 25 years old. Knowing about the Shelter plans they donated
funds to build a fireplace with a heat-o-later insert and a copper hood.
The exterior of fireplace and chimney is cut stone from Wisconsin.
Many of the finishing details for the Shelter were custom ordered
leading to some construction delays. The fireplace contributed as the
stone was shipped to Iowa by mistake.
Dean wrote in 1977: "It is not in grandiose physical growth and
The Wisconsin stone chimney of
the Crone Shelter.
development that I see the Wild Flower Garden, but as the
expression of an idea which is held in the thoughts of people,
cherished and nursed for those who come in search of its sanctuary. That is why I am so interested
in it, and that is why my daughter Kathleen was interested in it."2
Some of the memorial money also came from Kathleen's Girl Scout friends. A memorial plaque is
on the wall to the right of the fireplace hood. On August 25, 2007 those friends visited the Shelter
and volunteer Phoebe Waugh was there to get a photo of them in front of the large copper hood.
Alexander Dean was born and educated in New York state. After working for the government as a
forester and for Weyerhaeuser for a while he came to Minneapolis and entered the insurance
business. Eventually he was the owner and president of the David Insurance Agency. He served on
the board of the Minneapolis Chamber of Commerce, was chairman of the Hennepin County
Republican Party, and served on the Hennepin County Park Board.
Mr. Dean was on the Friends Board of Directors from 1973 until May of 1980. He was the Friends
vice-president in 1975 and severed 3 years as president, 1976 through 1978.
As the new president in 1976 he wrote this:
When we think of our little society as embracing all those members who, for whatever reason, lay
aside from time to time their urgent daily tasks and devote time, thought and energy to help
perpetuate the wildness and the wildings of our dear Garden, we realize how aptly we are
named---"Friends of the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden"! It is more than a lovely plot of ground
holding countless lovely creatures no longer common to the City in which it exists. It is a quiet
corner in thought for each to come to for the refreshment and inspiration which the contemplation
of God's ideas expressed in nature always bring to mankind.
And so I come to the office of President of this "Friends" following those who have served it so well,
with a deep sense of gratitude for all that has helpfully gone before, Also with the conviction that the
new Board working together with the new officers and the "Old Hands" will have a fun and highly
constructive year. To keep our Garden wild needs not our "wild" thoughts, but our helpful ones and
we hope to have some of these from all of you.3

He passed away at age 91 in Alexandria VA.
Reference: Minutes of The Board of Directors and other documents of the Friends of the Wild Flower
Garden, Inc. Text by G D Bebeau.
Note 1: Friends Board Minutes Sept. 5, 1968,
Note 2: The Fringed Gentian™, vol. 26 No. 4
Note 3: The Fringed Gentian™, vol. 24 No. 3
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Appendix 3: Early Membership Letters
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Appendix 4: 1951 History of the Garden
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By tr{artha Crone
The idea of the wild flower garden arose fron the difficult1es exDerienced
--l-e +-eachers of boiarry ir: familiariiing their students with riv:ing planti growing
:---:i--=rr natujral surro,:ndings. long journeys
been made with their- ctasseJ, oni.|
--: :':::c bu'r, few scattered pr-ants, wfiich perirapshad
by the next season vrere exterminated.
-=5
ti-e eeecs of a rapidly-grovi.rg city, Thus was gradualry evolved the plan of
-a,
-i-;i:::::g
before it vras ioo late plot of land bnit coul-d srpport the greater share
::- :'ir llir,.nes ota f Lora.

t;

ideal spot, frilfilling all requiremenisr vras found. in Theodore i{rirth
area in L,linneapolis, and one
great natural leautT. To the
:r:-3rral tract comprising
three aores, additionil area was arjded from iime to
--=:, untii at present theabout
garden lcrteJs thirteen acres.

.

-Art

(+-Len knov,rn as Cleru.rood park), the largest park
--:easilersed r.'ith hills arl.d rralleys and possessed of
--

a:<

Early in April 1907, the uil-d flower gard.en was 1nsta11ed vrithoui any
3er:f3r:r, except the taking of a census of the rndigenous flora antl the introd.ucing
s-- 3!'-ce of a nunber of varieti.es.
Until- 1111, the garden vras cared fo:' by the botany teachers as a labor o.f
-::ze-, ;rithoui
compensation. In lgl1 Miss Eloise Butler, rrpon retiring as botany
:.ac::er i:r ow prrblic schooi.s, rras made ful1-ti,ne cr:ratorr- a posltion she occupied
'=--:1 Aprll ].O, L933, at r,rrhi ch tlnre she passed avray in her beioved gar:den,
0n June L?, L929, the rrrld flower reserve was

rThe

ltutler

named.
nloise
1::i Fl-ower Gardenrt 1n reeognition of l{iss Bu -errs efforts
to create tire gard.err
::: of her service as 1ts first curator.

Upon liliss Butferts passing in 7933 at *re age of 82 years, Uhs" }{artha.
C::ne
became curator, a position shJ sti11 fi-lls at tiis u-r:.ting (l.irl),
She i,ras
:-'::'-e f airiliar -r,'rith the garden and its service to fl:e ccmmunity, rraving assisteo
:,:ss Butler j-n her drties some flfteen years or lr,ore.

5t 1933 t members of the Board of Park corulissionerse together l.rltlr
_ 0n }[ay
a;proximately
a hundred fri,ends and former students of l{iss Butler, gathered at the
Garden to oay tribute to the menory of its founder. T[e Honorable
":id F lovrer
F.
Pillsbwy,
President oi the Board at thai time, was the principal speaker"
:lreg
Ll:
oak tree was planted in menory of $liss Butler and her ashes vrerl stre-,lin unin the
area nearby' Theodore l'Ii-rth, General superintendent cf parks, suggested thal a
lear tience a bronze tablet, to be coniributed by her friends, be ptacea on a boulde:'
rear the tree to perpetuate the dedication,
on I'{ay

[

. as foll"ows:
reaClng

61 the follolving

year, the bronze tabret vas place6 and dedicated,
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)
)

TEACI.IER OF BOTANI I1,I I,IINNEATOLIS SCHOOIS
F'OIIIIDE,R AND I'IP-ST CURATOR OF ThIS

)
)

NATIVE

PIAI{T

NESERVE

This oak has been planted and this
tablet erected by a grateful public
,c thib sequelsteped gl-en llliss Butler gathered from all sections of
o':r state speclmens of iis beautiful native plants an ci tended them ll-ith
Datient care. Thls prj-celess garden is our heritage from her and it,s'
:ontinued preservation a living testjmony of our appreciation. Here her
ashes are scattered. and here her protective spirii lingers.

)

)
)
)
)
)
)

The ups and dov,.ns of the garden have been many. The c;rgfenss af l-926
i927 left great destruction. It vras during these storns that the majestic
-.:
-.:r'-e cak, often estimated to be 700 years o1d, v,ras destroyed, and most of the

--::a:'acks rrere,:prooted,

During the u'rprecedented drought of 193L, and 1935, a J.arge percentage of
--:-: llants dis.LpDeared, so that in the years followlng a ccmplete re-estrio lishment
:i :':ci. cf the fl-ora rras necessary. Up to 195f, the p:.esent curator, n,lartha Crone,
:--.: ..+- cut in tire garden soroe l+2r500 plants.

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
I

The original, plan ;f the garden has bcen greatly changed" '!'&ren it lsas
es:abl-ished in 7907, L,lie oop Lriation of T,{inneapol:,.s ,;r:,s only J0OrO00. Large attenC--:= ".as ncN encciirar,,:,1, s'rnle cnly bwo naxrotv f octpa,,-,l.rs Lerl ihrough the garden,
=- -:L c c,-,1-.1 accc;r-:od, i ) ve!:/ iew -.- and it has a,i.i,ra"1 r: leen cl:e,meC inaclvrsabLe f or
:--s---.lrs io roat;l at r:iil-, li,J; t,hat ihe city hel moi,e than Coub]-ed its population,
: -, ;as f cund n€.?"iris jiJy to rvidcn the tr.ails con:j.cet':;hiy, tc 5rar,"+I theml and extend
--:--: tizj.ks io all par.'r,s of ':ho garCen, rinding g-::ace1'u11y th:. cugh th.e glen, the
: -=:, z:ti cv.r:: ',he irilis .
The or ig:-naf plan

plants to grorr at vri-r-I af ier they were onco
r 6orn prcved clisasrrrous,, S ",-cr.al easy-grov;:.t.
;--:reru:-es sp:'ead',-er-u- rapii-ri r and s,--orL shadeci c,:! some of l'te mo]'3 desirabl.e p-La.r.rts
.:- :r-,eiipt lras nade io check then, but vrith lirnited he1p, this proveC tc be a
::--:.:l-ished,

anc.

r,;i',,lcut

oi

all.o.,{i-ng

:.e s,.,:..ain'i.

e

o

I

Cn a knol1 a1: ove the swe.:no and near the south entrance, there is a sna11
: ,'- trrxg used a; an office Ly the c,,ra',cr, and ihere aIe a-rrso several Emaller
:-.:l-"ers for strrxge of tools and ;.ipp1ies.

::t

on

In L9L7 a huge boulder I'ras hauied jlto the garden and the top chiseled
four l-evels for a bird*bath, and here great nurnbcrs of birds conglregate "

ln L926 the garden area rra6 sumounded by a fence, to give better pr-o-.
-"eci,ion against vandalj-sm. This fence vr.as :'eplaced by a more pennanent installai,icn
ii1 i919.
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Page 3

],iinnesota has a llora of vdde r ange.. the state extending 6CO niles frcn
t:le Canadian border on the north to Iolra on the south, and 300 miles from the
lakota borCer on the v.rest to llisconsin on the east. Included are plarits from the
ic:'asts, ihe nrairies, as rreI1 as tile A1p ine region. Varying soil conditions vl'ith
rcj-st'i]re and light expcsure to satisfy the most fastidious can be met rTith in the
SarCer. to provide the needs of al-l of these nlants.
The adinirable location of the garden and the topography of the area,
clnsisijng of morainic hi-lls comnanding vri-despeaci vielrs ',uith intervening va11eys,
lcrds, ar,d bogs, are idea1. Three sizable pools were created by excavati-on in one
:l -Uhe bcgs. i" sprjng dralns i-nt o another pool vrhlch was formed by a darn across a
'c:'rol<. Acl,ratic plants of various types have been introduced into the pooIs.

Exclusive of mcsses, aIgae, and fi:.r'rgi, the garden no'w ccntains o'rer Ir0O0

s:ecies. Ten species of fern6 were indigenousi now there are fifty. Even iI a
p-ant lives and thrives, i-t must be remembered that the hfe of each j-nCivlCual
p,)-ant is li-miterl. The span of life fcr sone is very short, others many years. It

is

i,herefcra quite unCerstandable vrhy a constarLt replanting musi be carrj-ed on year

after year to naintain a srdficient supply of native plants for educational purposes,
io preserve the indigenous flora, and to introduce flora from other regicns for the
benefit of students of botany anC lovers ef r,rild }ife.
The smal] percontage of plants that have refused to flcurish are faj-thfuily plarrt,ed again and again wltil su.ccess is f inal1y leached. One of these is
'uhe r,'ery elusive fringed gentian (Gentiana crinita and procera) which is one of the
fasi to bloom j:r late-fali; and another i"s the tr'ailing arbutus (Epigaea repens)
ccnsidered the fovel-iest flo'r'rer of early spri:rg and one cf exqui.sitc fragrance.
Both are extrenely dijficult to cr-rltivate, but after much pai-nstaking effort over
a periocl

icn.

of at least fifteen years, they

have been brought under successful

culliva-

A novel plan u:rdertaken several years ago has proven very successful" -rhododendron, mountain laurel,
and various trilliums. The yellow trillium, whi-oh is at hone cnly in the Smokies,
i,s not only rlelf es'bab1isheC, but is spreading freely. The others have survived
four lri-nter s and have blooined beauti-fulLy.

that of experinenting with plants such as azalea,

111E TIPIAI\ID GARDEN

tr'or many years a real need vras felt for more space for prairie and upiarrd
plants. This need was finally fuLfilleC in 19lr)+ lvhen, through the gene:'ous assi$la:ce of a frj-end of the garden, i,Lr. C. l[. Ode]I, a tract ea,st of the garden v:ras
enclosed 1v1th a fence simllar to the one already in existence. During mid-sunmer
vrhen the spring flol,rer$ have gone arLd the shade of tlLe lrooCland is so dense that
few plants bloom tirere, then rt is that the prarrie and rplarLd garden comes into
its ovn:. This tract consisls of gently rolling hi1ls and prairie, and is ful1y 75
feet higher t,han the lvoodlarrd garden. The contrast is all the more stri-king between

the rpland and the

r-rc

odland gardens, since they are so closell-y
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ft vras flrst necessarJr to rcmo,re the thick grolrbh of slnac rlhj-ch c overed.
the greater portlon of this ne,,.t- additicn, and several years of pe::sistent digging
and cutting rrere required fcr its ultir:iaie exLez,inj-natltn. Quack grass anC l igl,;.ea
sere two other pests that had infested the area.
.ng the
tr',rrther development consisted of 3-aylng out, grading, and gravefj
-winding gracct:'e.ils that extencl to all parts of the garden roi ruriy=a hali-mile,
fu1ly aror:nd and over the hius -* arouid the hills for tr.,ose who clc not.v,ri-sli io
ascend the sl-cpes.
The over-al-l plan of development for the unland garden was d.esigned so as
Here has been bro.ghl
to i:iclude al-l of the fio:"a of prairi-L anc *pland hiil"s.
together vegetation which varies markedly from that of ,,;he lrocdland and bcg. rn
titis upland area., plan-'s thrive best -,-rhith requirc full- srurshine, sueh as Lpine,
cactus, penstemon, gror"trd plum, puccoon, bird is-foot violets, coneflo.urers, and

oihers.

Irom early spring to freeze-up timo in the iate fall_, a pageant of flowers
passes into v:ievr. The paoqrre-fl-olicr opens the selsnn, closely'f otlor,,red by nrairie
cr cl-rf-oot, purple a',rens., various vlolcts, and many othcrs. Ttre gcldenrods'and blue
a.nd',th1te as'r,ers close the season vritli a dramatic ha.nnony cf contrasting colors,
renderlng the garden to fairly glorr'r lvith loveliness. TnL beauty of the landscape
:-3 enhanced by a f r;ur scattered, uvi<le-spreading oak trees, both irhite and red t,hit
vle l,.rith each oti:er in proriucing gloritrrs autumnal f o1ia.irl.

In addltion to the pl-ants native to Minnes ota, a numher representati-re
cf cther states ha.ve been intrcduced and arc flor::rishing, srich as th; bitter-root
fron iliontana, a number of species of penstemon from varlous p:_rrts of the lvest, and

Ita

manl' othe:'s.

t

The unCertakj:rg in establishing the garrlen vras a real challenge, inspiring
a gteat, determination to succeed, for in the cuftiv-aticn of l,rilrl plants, nany
pr:blerns are met-. some of vrrhich respond satisfactorily, v,rh.ile othcrs requirc conof cl:'ought,
s;:qrable patience and i-ntell1gent care in handling. io offset tho yeais
-riraier sys rern
e' jteady srpply. of l'{ater is most esseltia}. This r,ras rea}izerl and a
-;:rsballed in 1![7, ccnn.ecting vith the main on Chestnut a.ird Lenies Avenue North.
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'l.tilrl tr'lower 0arden is famed for the g:.oat number of
The Iioise Butler
r:i1d f lo,,rrers flourishing in so small an ,area. Nolvhere olsc of equal accessibility
has NatlTe proviCed the nooessary combination of rich roods soil in the liro c,dlard
area, moisture in the bog, and sand errd l-oarn in thc srmny prairie garden.

here,
bit of lvilderness where the bearrty of Naturats touch is ever;.r,,r
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This

-

trar:sp
view of the to",'rering bulldings of a busy metrupolis can he had from the
A 1l.st

upJ.and

of plarrts that grori in the garden is attachedr

Martha Crone’s plant list can be found on the Friends Website history archive and in the appendix to
This Satisfying Pursuit, 2018, Friends of the Wild Flower Garden

226

Appendix 5 - First Newsletter
MARTHA E. CRONE, EDITOR

PUBLICATION OF

FRIENDS OF THE
WILD FLOWER GARDEN, INC.

3723 LYN DALE AVE. NO,

MINNEAPOLIS 12. MINN.

THE FRINGED GENTIAN

Vol. l

January

1953

o.

1

FR�SIDB.NT 1 S MESSAGE
This is the first issue of our 'ild Flower Garden Publi
cation - begun in a small, inexpensive way. Let no one be
misled by its size - good things frequently come in small
packages.
Martha Crone, our editor, is a talented writer. One of
our Minneapolis newspapers several years ago ran a number of
her contributions to 11 1vlusewn Notes 11 on its editorial page.
She has also been well received as a lecturer on wild flowers,
having given over thirty talks, before various clubs and
gatherings during the year just past, illustrated by beautiful
kodachrome slides taken by her in the Wild F'lower Garden. In
addition to telling you about Wild Flowers and how to raise
them, Mrs. Crone will write about birds visiting the garden.
You will find nothing herein a.bout business or politics, war or sports so in your home, read it by your fireside and become relaxed for a few minutes,
in an a.tmosphere of' wild flowers, birds and '£horea.usie.n beauty.
Clinton M. Odell,

Pres.

1'HE F'RI.NGED GENTIAN
The F'ringed Gentian was chosen as the title f'or this publication because
this flower is considered one of the choicest of American wild flowers. It was
once proposed as our National flower.
This very beautiful and elusive gentian blooms during September and October,
really an afterbloom of' uturan days - last yet loved tho best. It will always
be associated in one's mind with the charming lines written by the poet William
Cullen Bryant 11

hou��dtest late and com. 1 st alone,
When woods are bare and birds are flown,
And frosts and shortening days portend
'rhe aged year is near his end. 11

The delicate violet-blue corolla, open only in sunshine, is a vase-like
tube with four rounded and spreading lobes, finely fringed a.round the top.
They close with a twisting gesture at night or on dull days.
It is fast disappearing due to the increased cultivation of wild land. As
the population increases the wild flowers decrease.
Among other rare flowers the fringed gentian is being successfully grovm
in the Wild F'lower Garden. With a thorough understanding of its habits and
requirements it can be propagated. It requires low mois,t meadows or bogs.
(Cont. page 2)
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(2)
THE FBINGED

GriiT]llil

Cont.

The seeds uust be sown aa soon as ripel uhich is two or three weeks after
the bLossome have gone by, preferably in sandy soi] containing somo peat and
a smalL anount of limo. Fringed Gentians uill no,t. tolerate aciri oonditions.
Leaf'mo1d from rn"aple trees $akes a good mulch.
If the seeds must be kept until spring, they should be kept noist in an

airti.ght container.

The iringed Gentian (L'entiana crinita) is a bi-ennial, therefore bloons the
second season and then dies after ri"pening its seeds.
{.'l't *tl**t

*,Fr:*!t|l,t i.tr.+r*,i*tt+{.**x*rk*:rl(*;****L)t

^
S'IRATiGE

A; IT MrAY SiEi;

'l/itch ilazel (Herno,nelis virginiana) brings to a close the yearts long floral
procession, blooning long after the inpressive pagent has passed.
*hen iiovember woods are brown and bare, ae if by magic, it bursts into bloora.
Long narrow petals that seere like ye11ow sireauers ehino f'rom a distance. ?hey
have a rare fragranco.
The riponed leaves drop when the flowere appear. ?ha first irost splits
the hard pods containiag the ripened seedg foreed f'rou last yearrs blcom, ejecting
the shiny black seeds wi.th grea.t forco, someti,aes to a distance of twenty feet.
In the Wild l'Iower Garden the llitch HazeL came into bloom the 21st of October

this year, and was sti1l in lovely bJ,ooa the fore part of r,ecemberl even aiter
frost and ireavy snow.
rts na3re is- derived I'roB ihe fact that i-n days of yore witches said or did
things not conventi-onaI. The ll/itch Haze1, having defiod the ancient laws of the
calendar, coitres by its nane honestly.
It was ]litch Hazel 'uhat was used for divialng rods to point to hiddon
springs when digging wells years ago.
{.,}
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That the Horse Gentian i-s not a gentiaa? Its botanical narne is (Triostsua
perfoliatum) and it belongs to the Honeysuckle fanily. It i'las liany common
names Iocally epplied, such ag !everwort, 1'li1d ipecacy T i-r:-ker t s-weed, iiild
\,offee, ilorse Gentian, iiorse Ginseng and dhite Gentian. It ie well established
in the i'{ild !-Lower Garden.
)h,i*x*:i(***.t+,*****xJ*,8:1.+:lit{<*a*t:i)x,1.*!t*:t{.+t<+:a)t(.r,a
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This is the firsi sheet of the first issue and is i'irnished in acidition
to as many back numbers as we have on hand at thi-s tine,
, * * + * {.:t {r {.,t it + t n)ir.tr.i(ri(*:1.+'i.,t,i:r,.)l

The enclosed bj.nder was designed

I'or f'uture reference.
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f'or filing of iesues of our publication
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BROOK

A running brook 1:r winter has a gr: eat,er charn than et any other time" Sueh
a brook san be eneoultered memlly gurgling througlr the lJild Floser Garden Ln
The,:rdora

tfi.rth

Park,

Sprlng fed, ths strea$ never freezes over, inspite of sub-zero weat"brer I
sirrce sprlng urater maintaLns a t,enperaiule of 40 to /+5 degrees F. Ln ul"nter as
ueIl as Ln sr.mner "
Borderl-ng thl"s brocklet ean be fouad- m&sses of lush green natercress. S:is
pungent nust&rd-flarro:'ed green j"s a great favortts for sal-ads. Its tral'ling
st€ms i.ale root and reacil.ly produce neu plants, soon ta&lng possesslon of ihe
brook"

l'he snory background and the cr'ls.p mwater-greenn, floatlug on the runnlng
ruater, presents a picture of fresh ulnter beat.ty
#{x.***r***{

***,tr.#xitx

VA-LUE

+

OF TI]E

1+*x*********

M,C.

GARDEN

have enjeyed the facilLtl"es of the tillcl Flower Gard.en,
stuily "
M(,ch ranains to be done to l"u:1.1y deveiope the garden" It r equLres suffle*
J.ent funds, help and rnaterLal to do jLrstlee 'ta such a unlque garden, whLch ls
conducted for the preservation of irerbaceous plants, shrubs and trees.
The value of the work being done in this 1{11d Flouer Garden cannot be too
strongly stressed, sl"nce the rapj.d adr"anee of el,vili"zation, Ls eausS.ng uost of
ihe raaLnl"ng rild land to dJ.sappear.
Thls natural heritage Ls uortiry of perpetual preservatJ.on for the geaera.:
tLons to fo11ou.
Help us to grow and prosper by lnvitlng an acqual"ntanc e who ls lnterested
Th.r,usands

of paople

either for pl-easure or

in vlld

flor,rers

to nmbershlp"

*r****n******I.****l{.r*x,*******.t+*t
SPRING ISSUE

of early sprLng flovers v111 tre dlscussed ln the SPrlng Issue of
publlcation,
thle
especlally the Snou frj"11lus, first fLover to bloon Ln the
garden.
uoods
The $kun} Cabbage of the bog ancl Pasque-flover flrst Ln the
prairle gardea. PropagatLon lnfortation of varlous plants n111 aleo be lneluded.
SuggestLons ulIl be cheerfully uelconod for future LssueE.
A nunber

*******t**n******.it*r*rrlr*rI**i*

Bnp {QlEq
The tuc bird feeriers near the offJ"ce are belng nalntaJ.ned thru out the
wir:ter r*Lth sunflover seeds and varlous other blrcl food" SeveraL suet bags are
hu.rrg near-by" Bl"rds frequentlng these feeders are Cardlnals, Slate-coloredjrmco, Elack-capped Chlckadee, Iih3,te--br easted Nuthatch, iiafuT antl Dorny lJoodpeckors. The Pheaeants gather the gl.eani"ugs frorn the ground.
******I1t**d

* I.t *ili!,1*II**********1.
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she

EloLse Butler for lrhom thls garden rlas naued r,rould indeed be proud, were
alive today to uitness the progress being rnade in her beloved garclen.
*

***

* *t*

** *r* t* I**** *************

seaed scarcely here i-s gone again -,:atil another year. Nature
carpet soft and uhite, and last years flovers nou asleep beneath
the snou, bring back mqnorles sseet of the suiftly passing pagent of summers

Suruner that
has nov spr ead a

fLor.rers.

r+***I***r***{,***********x*****}*
WILD FIDWEB SEEI}S

gethering tine has been a dellght, and many varl"eties of seeds are
to be dl"stributed i.n the spring to our members for the asklng.

Seed

hand

orr

r************r*

*****ti********lfr

nsNo!, oRYSTAISll

tr?on

the journal of

Henry D" Thor eau

A dirtnity nust have stirred $ithin the before the crystals did thus
fLoat and set; wheels of the stor:n eha::1ots. The same lair that shapes the
earth-star shapes the snow-st&r, and as surely as the petals of a flover are
fixed, each of these snolr-stars eornes vhlrling to earth, pronounclng thus vlth
anphasls the m:mber sLx.
0n the Saskatchewan, where no nan of sci-ence Ls there to behold, stl-11
dovn they eone, and not the less fulfilI their destiny, perchance meli at once
on sone lndianrs face. Uhat a wcrld i,re lirre in"r llhere rnyriads of these 1ittle
dlscs, so beautlful to the most prying eye, are whLrling dor.rn on every travel-lerrs coat, the observant and the non*observant and on the restlees squLrrelrs
fur, and on the far-stretchlng fields or forest, tha r,rooded de11s and the mountaln tops. Far, far evay from haunts of man thry ro11 doun sone lLtt1e s1ope,
fal1 over and come to thelr bearings, and nelt or lose thelr beauty in the
mass, ready anon to srell sone lii,tle rl11 vith their contribution, and so at
1ast, the universal ocean frorn uhich they came. There they 1le ]lke the rrreck
of chariot-vheels after a battle in the skies. Meanl hile the needowqnous e
shoves then aslde in his galJ-ery, the schoof boy casts thm ln hls snorbaIl,
or the woodman t s sled g1Ldes snoothl-y over theur, these glorlous spangles, the
sueeplng of heaven! s floor - And they all sLng, neltlng as they slng, of the
nysteries of the mrmber sf.x - six - slx - sl-x" He takes up the r,rater of ihe
sea Ln iils hand, leaving the salt. He dlsperses it ln nlst through skles. Ee
re-col-lects anii sprinkles lt like graln Ln six-rayed snory stars over the
earth, there to lLe ttil He dissolves lts bonds agaln.

***rr**t*+******l+****r****r*I***
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Appendix 6 - 1907 Petition to Create the Wild Garden

of plants and'their preseryatlon tn tlplr tratural surrqunallngs, are
desirous of hav lng a certaln portlon of the park grounda of trtrlnneapolls
:::'-'i
student8 of bo@ny and for the enJoyment of aLl lovers of nature.
Vo think the place moat deslrable for thla purpose tho eastern
portlon of Glenwood ParL borderlng on Arra Avenue.Ihis tract conalsta of
, an undr.atned
taraarack sra.rop wlth adJacent meador land end wooded alopes.
An undralaed tanarack era^up ls easentlal, for tho proposed gardenlbecauBe,
5'r", +i.i
on account of c lty lnproveienta , auch land 1g tagi aisappeai'tng, t5gettrer .
wLth certaln lllles, aruma, .heatha, dogroods, no88s8, firng I and the
rare and curlous lnsectlvoroua planta rhtch are neYer found elaerhere.
Ve deBlre to pr€serye lntact all the rlId and natural features
of the place and to avold all appearance of artlllclal treatment. The only
changea rould be the thinnlng out ol vegetatlon rhere lt ls neceaaary for
the well belng of the plantr, or for the lntroductlon of trllnnesota epeclmena trhlch gror under aLDllar condltlons; the nr} lng of a fel paths and the
placlng of a fer atepplng Btonea to rendor points accesBlble to observera.
Tho alqs of thle garden would be to ghov planta aa llvlng thlngs
and thelr Bdaptat lona to the lr envlionment, to dlBplay lu nlad,ature the
j,j.,,....,i
rlch and. variLd flora of lnnesota, antl to teach th6'r prino 1pl€t" of forestry. ' '':l- '
We therefore beg your Eonorable Doard to 8et asld6 the aforesald i
protecl trIle
rrao[ ror
traot
ro protect
from
ner6r-n enumerated;
the purpoaea h.er61n
for lne
6numera'leq; to
the place
Place rrolu
1\
deprodatlona; and to grant uE permla6lon to aulzervlse the ohanges sugge6ted..:
Btudy

1.

1

t

ffi*t6.
1ffi,*l
O

trL'L'/l//\' '! Y'

-

e,e.q*,^^L"t:L^

u,!1,..

oD, u,, ,,{7, .- ,
9,

ft&t

z ft
L al. e/ \\

^r-f1'/ar>*

-l

I

i
I
I

I

z-4tt>y'

t.

,Zrtfi.&-64-^""
;,

^ ^-'',)^rL"r-

T;^"cs-.:*

€.

-\'.u-"--

/))wuqi- O-ru
-Ld-flJ
y' z*- .0,

*---(zltl+
231

.'|,

Appendix 7 - Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden - Historical Bird Feeding
Stations.
On Thanksgiving Day 1932, the first of several bird feeding stations was established in Glenwood
Park, with the principal station near the grove of hemlocks at the Wild Flower Garden. The first
was a simple tray tied between two trees and protected by a lattice roof of cattails. This was the work
of a local birding enthusiast - Lulu May Aler and a birding friend (perhaps Charles Yelick). Miss
Aler wrote “We put our suet on the proffered tray. Chickadees came at once, not daunted by eight onlookers.
Nuthatch likewise. Everyone stopped and watched, amazed at little wild birds being so friendly and unafraid.”
1 Another station was a platform for feeding pheasants.. The principal station was on the north side
of the path through the hemlocks that was referred to by Eloise Butler as the “tarvia path” that ran
east/west through parts of Glenwood park and which also bisected the north and south parts of
the Garden at that time. [Glenwood Park was renamed to Theodore Wirth Park in 1938] On the
south side of this path was the southern enclosure of the Garden - containing the Woodland
Garden space that we know today and on the north side of the path was the northern or “lower”
enclosure that was a more open meadow of lady-slippers, birches and beginning in 1932- Eloise
Butler's Mallard Pool. That northern part of the Garden was abandoned in 1944. The fact that it
was near the hemlock grove is
evidenced by Miss Lulu May
Aler's correspondence with
Eloise Butler.1
It cannot be precisely known
from a photo where along this
path the station was located.
Instead we need the aerial
photo from 1947 and Martha
Crone's 1952 map (both shown
below) both showing the
The photo shows the bird feeding station on the northern side of Eloise
location, which in both of
Butler’s 1924 fences near the hemlock grove. The structure in the
those years placed it outside
background is a storage shed. There is an access gate between the two.
the back gate of the Garden.
Photo by Lulu May Aler, 1936 in the Martha Crone Papers, MHS.
The original simple tray was
replaced several years later by a permanent roofed enclosure, shown in the photographs. Both sides
of the hemlock grove path and the tarvia path as it crossed the Garden's space had a fence, first
erected by Eloise Butler in 1924 and then replaced in 1938/39.
Lulu May Aler would walk to the park several times a week, if not daily, to maintain it. When
Martha Crone, another avid birder, became Curator in 1933, Miss Aler would visit frequently and
many times they would have lunch together.2 Martha and Bill Crone would frequently return to the
Garden after closing in those early years to attend to the birds, helping out Miss Aler. For example
on October 20 Martha Crone wrote in her diary: “went down in garden to meet Miss Aler and Mrs. Ure
at 1:30 put up bird pan and filled bird bath, real cold but sat in office for awhile.” Friends member Mr. J.
S. Futcher knew Miss Aler and wrote this:
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Outside the back gate, fenced separately, was a large, open, old bird-feeding table. I became
acquainted with the lady who for many years maintained that feeder, a Ms. Lulu May Aler. During the
1950-51 feeding season Ms. Aler told me she was getting too old to continue this volunteer task next
season. Would I happen to know of anyone who could take
over for her? Well, it just so happened that I did. There were
four boys in the Minneapolis Bird Club who lived in the
Homewood district not too far from the Garden. Yes, they
eagerly took on that job. The Minneapolis Bird Club was
affiliated with the Minneapolis Audubon Society and took
over from that time on. (3)

More history about Lulu May Aler is given at the end of this
article.
By 1941 something was wrong with the station and repairs
were needed. Martha Crone wrote in her diary on September
23 “Ben Johnson early and he came in to get orders for replacing
Miss Aler’s bird feeding station and chest for storing food. Had a nice
visit”.[Ben Johnson was a Park Board Employee who later
became Supervisor of Maintenance for the Park Board.] We
do not know if the station was modified from what the 1936
photo shows or if it was just repaired.

Detail of the Bird Feeding station in
1936. Photo by Lulu May Aler,
Martha Crone Collection.

After the northern enclosure was abandoned in 1944, a good
portion of the fencing was removed but with dates of removal
uncertain. Mr. Futcher, wrote that in the 1950s the bird feeding station was fenced separately and
that there was also a a large birch swale in that area that was fenced.3 Later, he writes, the birch
swale fencing was removed, he believes in the 1950s, leading to the deterioration of the area. We
have photos by Martha Crone from
1948 and 1951 showing an
extensive grove of birches but we
do know if it is the same swale
Mr. Futcher writes of or if they
were in the current part of the
Garden wetland. It is most
probable that they are in the
swale Mr. Futcher speaks of.
Martha Crone wrote in 1958
“The mess-tables are in full
operation in the Wild Flower
Garden. The feeders are filled with
sunflower seeds every day. Beef suet
is hung nearby and peanut butter
placed in convenient places. Millet
seeds and crushed grain are placed on the ground in sheltered places for the Juncos. Save the seeds of Zinnias
left over in the garden, the Goldfinches are very fond of them.”4
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A depiction of the separate fencing in the 1950s for the bird feeding station is shown on aerial
photos and on two maps. First is Martha Crone's hand-drawn (not to scale) map used in her 1952
Self Conducted Tour Brochure shown above. It shows the feeding station, still on the northern side
of the tarvia path but now surrounded by its own fence and the fence formerly on the paths north
side mostly removed. Map courtesy of J. S. Futcher.
Below: This aerial photo shows the features in the area of the back fence in 1956. The area remains this way until
the next re-configuration of 1991/95 as explained in the next section. The two water channels that are shown
meeting at the top of the photo mark the area where Eloise Butler created her Mallard Pool in 1932.

Care of the bird feeding station changed again when Ken Avery took over from Martha Crone in
1959. There was a bird feeder on a pole at the front of the Garden (south end) and Ken tended
both. He occasionally made written comments about tending the feeders. In 1974 he wrote of his
concern for the increased activity in the area of the Garden - and what may be the affect on the
Winter birds?
Today, January l, 1974, as I write this it is -30°. We have broken the record for low readings three days
in a row and it is supposed to be cold again tomorrow. Last Sunday when it was about 0, my wife and
I went to the Garden to fill the bird feeders. Since it was so cold we parked at the south end, rather
than at the Spring, to make a quick trip of it. One car was parked at the gate when we arrived there.
As we left our car another car pulled up with two young men with skis. When we left, just thirty
minutes later, there were four other cars in the parking spot. At the top of the hill there was a family
skiing; while I was filling the feeder some skiers went by; we met two skiers at the back of the Garden,
two skiers coming down the hill from the hayfield, and two more skiers as we left the hayfield. (Skiers
seem to run in packs of two.) [Ed note: The 'hayfield' would appear to be the open grassy area to the
north-east side of the Garden which descends quickly to the level of the marsh behind the Garden]. I
can't help but compare this with the first few years that I had the Garden. In those days you could
spend hours in the park during the winter and never meet anyone. Starting about 1965 a few people
started discovering how beautiful the Park was in the winter and with the rise in popularity of CrossCountry Skiing in the last few years, the winter seclusion of the area has almost vanished.5

On the next page is the 1987 map section, of the north end of the Garden, that was used in the
Garden Guidebook. This map is to scale and shows the same bird feeding placement as Crone's
1952 map and the aerial photo. A realignment of the Garden's back fence was completed in 1992
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Maps below courtesy Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board.

when a new back gate design was conceived. The 2001 map
shown next to the 1987 map shows the fence realignment with
the fence moved northward, creating an open area between the
pool dam and the fence. The old path outside the Garden space
was moved to follow the new fence line.
With the 1992 realignment, the bird feeding station now under
The 1992 bird feeder.
goes its third iteration - it was removed from the north side of the
Photo G D Bebeau.
tarvia path and a new elevated bird feeder was placed inside the
Garden fence. Park Board carpenters built a new rough-cedar bird
feeder for both the front and back gates, and Audubon had agreed to continue winter feeding as
they had done in earlier years before Ken Avery took them over when he became curator. It is
unclear when Ken Avery had stopped tending the
feeders. He apparently did this throughout his tenure
but may have passed the job onto Cary George in 1987.
In the early 2000's those 1992 feeders were replaced with
a larger model shown at right which had a filler tube on
the top of the roof, looking like a little chimney. But Bird
feeding at both the front and back gate feeders was soon
Back and front gate bird feeder - latest model.
discontinued. Cary George stopped using the back gate
Photo G D Bebeau.
feeder prior to 2003. Susan Wilkins, succeeding Cary in
2004, continued to use the front feeder for a few years but stopped after a few years. It was on a tall
pole and access was awkward.6 However with the wild turkey population expanding rapidly in
Wirth Park, feeding would have stopped anyway as the feeders attracted them into the Garden
where they created much damage. A few small feeders were still in use near the visitors shelter but
those are periodically removed when turkeys come into the Garden.
Ref:
(1) Two sources: a) Letter of Eloise Butler to Lulu May Aler, Friends archives (also, notes in The Wild Gardener
by Martha Hellander, page 98. b). An All-Winter Thanksgiving by Lulu May Aler, published in Nature,
December 1941. The 1936 date of the feeder photo is confirmed by correspondence between Miss Aler and
Mr. J. S. Futcher, dated Christmas 1951. Hennepin History Museum.
(2) Martha Crone's Diaries- 1933 - 1943.
(3) J. S. Futcher, “A Birdwatcher's Eloise Butler,” 1994 in "50 Years of Friends," Friends of the Wild Flower
Garden. The four high-schoolers were Jeremy and Julian Berman, Burton Guttman and Gary Filerman.
(4) The Fringed Gentian™, Vol. 6 No. 1, January 1958
(5) The Fringed Gentian™, (Vol. 22 No.1 January 1974)
(6) Notes from Curator Susan Wilkins - 2019.
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Lulu May Aler
The following supplements the information on Miss Aler that is given in the previous pages of this
article.
Birding and Audubon
A good summary of Miss Aler's bird activities was summarized by Virginia Stafford in her column
in the Minneapolis Star on Nov. 27, 1941
Bird feeding time will soon be here, along with the first flurry of snow. But Lulu May Aler, president
of the Minneapolis Audubon society, reports they have had their feeding boards up in the Theodore
Wirth Park sanctuary for 10 days. Lulu May personally sees that the chickadees, woodpeckers,
nuthatches, etc., get their special diets. Every day last winter she walked a mile from her home to put
out the feed, donated by Garden clubs, Audubon members and other individuals. She missed on the
day of the Armistice blizzard, but shoveled her way through the following day. She thinks it's very
nice so many people have saved their squash, cantaloupe and sunflower seeds this summer to
contribute in the winter feeding. An article by her on bird feeding is appearing in the current
"Nature" magazine. [see note 1 in first section].

Her home was at 301 Newton Ave. North in the Minneapolis Harrison neighborhood. adjacent on
the east to Bryn Mawr. Miss Aler was involved with Audubon for some time and, based on the
Stafford article above, was president of the society in the early 1940s. Examples:
1: On the 24th of April 1941 she gave a talk on birds to the sponsors and guardians of
Camp Fire Girls.1
2: On 21 Nov. 1944 she spoke about the birds that came to the feeding station in Wirth
Park. This talk was at the science museum of the Minneapolis Public Library - where
incidentally - Martha Crone was involved.2
3: In the 1940s she gave Friday morning bird walks in Wirth Park for the Minneapolis
Audubon society. These resumed on April 1 of each year, beginning at 9 am. She would
meet those interested at the end of the Glenwood streetcar line and walk through the park.3
A year earlier on November 21, 1940 the Star had published one of her photos of a robin sticking
around to partake of the food table. She was an accomplished bird photographer, maintaining that
you did not need a telephoto lens, just
enough patience to allow a bird to be
comfortable with you being close.(4) She
was also an associate member of the Wilson
Ornithological Club.(5) In November of
1940 Wilson held their annual meeting in
Minneapolis. Miss Aler was a member of
the local committee, chaired by Thomas S. Roberts of the Natural History Museum.
Sometime after she turned over the maintenance to the feeding stations to the Minneapolis Bird
Club, she moved to Indiana and marriedCharles Yelick(6) . Mr. Yelick is mentioned in Martha
Crone's logs in 1936, 1937 and 1939 in conjunction with birding notes. One such note was in 1939
after the rare sighting of a Blue-gray gnatcatcher, he took down the nest after the young had fledged
and sent it to Dr. Thomas Roberts at the History Museum. Miss Aler's article on the Blue-gray
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Gnatcatcher in Glenwood Park was published in October 1942
issue of Flicker, journal of the Minnesota Ornithologist's Union.
She died in Indiana on January 20, 1967, but was buried in
Greenlawn Cemetery in Columbus Ohio, near her hometown of
Zalesville Ohio.

Community work
Miss Aler was active in community enterprises such as district 21
of the Community Fund which was organized as the fund-raising
division of the Minneapolis Council of Social Agencies that
eventually became the local United Way.7

Minneapolis Maternity Hospital in
1925. Newspaper photo.

Her main community work was done as Superintendent
of the Minneapolis Maternity Hospital which was located
at 2215 Western Ave. (now Glenwood Ave.). We do not
know how long she held this position but it is known she
was already superintendent in 1927 and was still in the
job in 1937. That hospital was a direct offshoot of the
facility begun in he 1890s by Dr. Martha Ripley. The
facility closed in 1956.8
Maternity Hospital in 2021. It is

Miss Aler was also involved with the Minneapolis Hospital
signed above the entrance - “Ripley
Memorial Hospital.”
Council and was president of that council in 1933. One
of the most interesting endeavors during her time as
Council President was a plan for group hospitalization where individuals paying 75 cents per
month would be entitled to 21 days a year of free hospitalization, operating room expenses and
anesthetics. The plan was to be approved also by various medical society members and it is believed
it never went any further.9

Ref:
(1) Minneapolis Star, April 14, 1940 pg. 53
(2) Minneapolis Star, 20 November 1944 pg. 11
(3) Minneapolis Tribune, April 1, 1946
(4) Minneapolis Star, November 21, 1940
(5) Wilson Bulletin, December 1941, Vol 53 #4.
(6) The information about Miss Aler moving to Indiana and then marrying Charles Yelick in was supplied by
the Minnesota Ornithologists' Union
(7)Minneapolis Star, October 28, 1936
(8) Minneapolis Star, various examples: May 5, 1927; January 21, 1930; January 18, 1933; January 16, 1935,
January. 20, 1937; January 18, 1938
(9) Minneapolis Star, January 29, 1933.
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Appendix 8
A letter of thanks
from the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden
on the occasion
of the dedication of the Martha Crone Shelter
on May 13, 1970
by Betty Bridgman (1916 - 1999)
You are good people. You mean well.
You kept the houses off my hill.
You saved my elm and tamarack.
You love this place, which loves you back.

A bird’s egg, passive in a nest–
a time bomb under feathered breast–
bursts into appetite, raw forces,
pressure on my thin resources.

Thank you for sixty years’ restraint
of urge to tidy up and paint,
to straighten rows or trim a tree.
Neatness doesn’t count to me.

From top of ridge to soggy hollow,
vine and fern, ground cover, mallow,
where you think is “peace and quiet,”
is power-play, impending riot,
and here the competitions rage,
elbowing for center stage,
for drop of water, patch of sun–
barely enough for everyone.
The towering tree is level-laid. . .
Saplings are rescued from the shade. . .
You are shocked and question why
that “lonesome place against the sky.”

I feel no pressure to look pretty
or be your refuge from the city.
I can’t consider it my aim
to furnish every flower-name.
I have reasons to exist,
though not the ones that you would list.
It took eleven thousand years
to make this place as it appears.
When the glacier last withdrew,
the land it left was brown and blue,
a lifeless, gravelly moraine. . . .
and I have turned it all to green.

We solve our problems, left alone,
and never miss you when you’re gone,
yet cowslip, bloodroot, bellwort, fern,
we thank you for your kind concern.
Now when you leave here, as you must,
don’t take your cars but let them rust.
I can cope with, on the trail,
Carbon dioxide you exhale,
but in your love for the machine,
consider how to keep me green.

The seeds that came by floating, flying,
I coaxed to root her and keep trying.
Leaf and husk and stalk would perish
and give me crumbs of loam to cherish.
Shrub and moss were my recruits;
my hillsides twine their reaching roots.
I have protected all I could
from winter wind and summer flood.

I shall survive, at all events,
but meanwhile, thank you for that fence.

My oak tree is a calendar,
how wet the years, how dry they were.
I am a widely known location
on maps the birds use in migration,
recalled, as seasons come again,
by warbler, hermit thrush and wren.
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Appendix 9 - Notes on Old Springs in and Around
the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden and Bird Sanctuary
This document features a series of first-hand accounts concerning the activity of four natural
springs in the area of the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden and Bird Sanctuary in Theodore Wirth
Park, Minneapolis, covering the time period 1916 to the present.

Great Medicine Spring
During his tenure as Gardener at Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden [1959-1986], Ken Avery wrote
about the springs in and near the Garden. He provided considerable detail on their activity or lack
of activity. His successor as gardener, Cary George, also made a few notes. Sometimes Mr. Avery’s
description of what spring he is talking about raises some confusion due to the words he used to
describe the location but we can clear that up with another source. In almost all cases his notes
refer to what is referred to here as the Great Medicine Spring. Reasons why this name is used are
given in the text. First - here is Ken’s earliest recollection:
The first time I remember seeing the spring was in 1951 when I went through the Garden with a class
from the University. At that time there were four springs in the area that were running - - There was
one at the lower end of the Garden, one just outside the Garden toward the picnic ground (where,
I’m told, people used to have parties on spring water and gin), and there was one kitty-corner to the
present spring at Glenwood Avenue and Glenwood Parkway.
By the time I started in the Garden in 1954, all had dried up except for the present spring, but the
water level there was some five feet higher than it is now, and there was a fountain there at that time.
There was also the tiniest trickle of water coming from the spring in the Garden. The next year the
trickle in the Garden was gone and the plumbers didn’t replace the fountain. [The Fringed Gentian™
Vol. 23 No.1 Jan 1975 and also Vol. 26 No. 2 Spring 1978]

Except for the spring at the lower end of the Garden, which we shall deal with later in Martha
Crones notes, his use of the term “the present spring” can, years later, be a bit confusing to us as to
location. We can clarify that with the following statement by long-time Friends member J. S.
Futcher who wrote in 1992:
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When I was a kid, all three of the springs [ed. outside the Garden] were running and available for
people to come with their jugs and take the water. Besides the main one, there was the one on the
northwestern corner of Glenwood Avenue and Theodore Wirth Parkway, and the one to the east
of the back gate. [50 Years of Friends, published by The Friends in 1992]
Below: Map of South Wirth Park around the Eloise
Butler Wildflower Garden showing the locations of four
springs mentioned in the text. Map from 1987 Garden
Guide, updated by G D Bebeau

The one Mr. Futcher calls “on the northwestern
corner of Glenwood and Wirth Parkway” is the
one Avery calls “kitty-corner to the present
spring” and what Mr. Futcher calls the one “east
of the back gate” is the one Avery calls “just
outside the Garden toward the picnic ground.”
Mr. Futcher’s directions are exact as to where
those other two springs are. The only one Mr.
Futcher does not mention is the one inside the
Garden that Martha Crone had work done on in
1939 and where Ken Avery states (above) “there
was also the tiniest trickle of water . . .” Thus, Mr.
Futcher’s “main one” is Mr. Avery’s “present
spring” - in other words - The Great Medicine
Spring.
With that explanation, let’s read what Ken Avery
wrote in the 1970’s:
Finally, some of you might be interested in knowing
that the spring (located in the bog just behind the

Garden) has dried up just as it did last
year. It had done this before but only
after prolonged drought periods. Last
year it dried up after a short dry spell
and this year it did so before the
drought started. I'm afraid our spring
is gone.” [The Fringed Gentian™, Vol.
19 No. 4 October 1971]

Part of what makes his location
description confusing is “located in the
bog just behind the Garden.” There is a
boggy area on three sides of the location of
the spring, but the spring itself is on raised
ground.

The new fountain on the Great Medicine Spring, installed by a
WPA masonry crew in 1939. Photo by Walter Dalhberg, 1939.
The fountain was permanently removed at the end of 1954.

If you remember last year, [1970] the spring dried up in midsummer and then started to flow again in
mid-November. This year [1971] it also dried up in midsummer and this fall I kept a faithful vigil to
see when it would run again. It was not yet running when we left the Garden on December 1. At that
time, however, I found by pushing a stick into the pipe that the water was less than two inches from
the top. On December 5, my wife and I stopped at the Park to fill the bird feeders there and found a
trickle of water coming from the pipe at the spring. By Christmas Day the trickle had increased to a
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significant little stream. It seems obvious that the area's water table has become progressively lower
for the last decade or two, but it has remained quite constant for the last year or two so it may have
reached, or at least be approaching, its lowest point. [The Fringed Gentian™ Vol. 20 No.1 January
1972]

The new canopy over the new fountain on the Great Medicine
Spring. Canopy built by Park Board carpenters and installed
after the WPA masonry crew finished the fountain in 1939.
Photo by Walter Dalhberg, 1939.

[Avery continues] One physical phenomenon,
which I have written of in the past and which
seems to have been eliminated now, is the
spring which ran from the time Minneapolis
was first found until now -- I’m afraid that we
have finally managed to bring an end to this
faithful servant as we have to so many before
it. I have checked the water level and it is still
well below the the original present surface of
of the ground (which is eighteen inches below
the original contour of the earth). It may run
again for short periods of time but I’m afraid
it should no longer be called a spring anymore
than we should call a puddle a lake. [The
Fringed Gentian™ Vol 21. No.1 January 1973]

I’m afraid that this will be my last word on the
spring which I have mentioned in my past
reports. It remained dry all winter this year. I left town for a week and when I returned on March 17, I
notice that someone had capped the spring. On my first day back in the Garden, (the 19th) I removed
the cap and about one cup of water rushed out and then it was over; and I’m afraid it is over forever.
Our spring has gone the way of the Passenger Pigeon and for somewhat the same reason. [The Fringed
Gentian™ Vol. 21 No 2 April 1973]
Guess What - - the spring is running again! The spring which I declared officially deceased in my
report of March 1973 is running again. Actually I was wrong when I made my pronouncement as it
never was completely dead, and even that year of 1973 it rose but it did so so late that I had already
decided on its demise and had written its obituary. I think that the annual fluctuations of the spring
are interesting and, assuming you will find them of some interest too, I will go back over its history.
[The Fringed Gentian™ Vol. 23 No.1 Januart 1975]

That history he speaks of is the 1951 and 1954 comments given at the start of this article He then continues:
During the next fifteen years the spring flowed at different rates depending on the rains and on the
season. It dried up two or three times during droughts and each year the average level of the water was
lower than the year before. Then in 1970 it dried up in mid-summer during a little drought as it had
done in the past, but it was establishing a new cycle. That year it didn't come back until midNovember.
Then the next July, just as it had the previous year, it dried up. This time we hadn’t even had a good
dry spell, and it didn’t come back until the first week in December. The next year it ran a little less
and then in 1973 it didn’t return until mid-April after I had declared it dead. Last spring it came back
equally late but it lasted a little later into the summer before it dried up. Now it’s back running again.
I found the first trickle of water coming from it on the 5th of December and it is running fairly well
now. Until this year my feeling that the area was slowly drying up explained all but its actions this last
year have me puzzled. I guess I can add that to that book I’m compiling of natural phenomena that I
can’t explain. [The Fringed Gentian™ Vol. 23 No.1 January 1975]
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For those of you who are waiting breathlessly for news of the Garden spring. It is flowing stronger
than it has for at least 10 years. [The Fringed Gentian™ Vol. 27 No.1 Spring 1979]

Gardener Cary George wrote in 1998 in The Fringed Gentian™, Vol. 46 No. 3:
The spring lies on an ancient Indian trail used by the Dakota Indians. They believed all of nature was
endowed with “medicine.” In 1851 the Dakota tribes ceded land that included the Great Medicine
Spring to the United States government. The new well will be drilled to a depth of 240 feet. This is
the same depth as the Glenwood-Englewood Springs just to the east of The Great Medicine Springs
and lies within the same aquifer. [See note at end of text]

In Chapter 15 the events of 1999/2000 are given when the Friends attempted to restart the spring
by installing a well. Those events can be summarized here by these comments in the Spring of
2000 by Friends President Steve Pundt who wrote in The Fringed Gentian™, Vol. 48 No. 2:
In her carefully researched biography of Eloise Butler, Martha Hellander wrote that the spring located
southeast of the intersection of Wirth Parkway and Glenwood Avenue was apparently the Great
Medicine Spring which had been described in 1880s articles and books about Minnesota geology and
history. It was reported that Indians traveled great distances to drink from the spring because of the
medicinal properties of its water.
When Sally (Mrs. Pundt) and I first discovered the Garden over 20 years ago, we also came across the
old spring. We stood in line with others who were filling bottles and jugs. I remember one elderly
man who claimed he drank nothing other than water from this spring! The water was cold, clear, and
tasted great. It is a true spring - the water flows from the earth on its own, but the strength of the flow
has always varied considerably. The flow decreased substantially, and stayed low, after the construction
of the Highway 100/394 intersection. The quality has declined too. [A process called 'de-watering' was
used to lower groundwater during the construction and following construction it continued due to
the depression of the roadbed below the normal grade.]
To increase the water flow and quality, the Friends’ Board hired Renner Well Company to drill a well
at the site of the spring. [The well was completed on January 29, 1999] The result was disappointing.
The water was no better. It turned yellow and tasted bad, not all what we remembered.
The Renner Well people have been great to work with. At a special Board meeting in February [2000],
they explained that the “spring water” we remembered was probably from a shallow well, primarily fed
by rainwater. The old well pipe is only about 30 feet down, based on Renner’s information about the
Park Board wells which date to 1906-1912.
Other wells in the park system are much deeper, 300-450 feet, into the Shakopee-Jordan aquifer.
When drilling our well, Renner hit a strong flow of water at only 135 feet down. Drilling all the way
down to the aquifer would have required double casing and would be very expensive. Renner
recommended pumping out a large quantity of water to try and clean the spring water. This was done
at the end of March [2000]. The results were good. Taste and clarity were improved.
To improve the flow of the water Renner is to install a hand pump. To improve the appearance of the
area and the spring, the Park Board landscape architect is designing a site plan. To educate the public
about the historic significance of the spring, the Friends will fund interpretive signage. Our long-term
vision is to upgrade the entire entrance area off Wirth Parkway with improved landscaping and
signage.

From The Fringed Gentian™, Vol. 48 No. 2. Text in [ ] has been added for clarification of events.
[See additional notes at end of the text]
This summary was the state of affairs in the spring of 2000.
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Subsequent Events 2000 - 2020

There were new developments in 2000.
The spring did not flow at the previous
rate. A report dated February 15, 2000.
was received by the Friends from Renner
& Sons. They addressed the reduction in
flow from the spring. During the winter
of 1999-2000 the well had been allowed
to flow freely (as Steve Pundt mentioned
in his article) to prevent freezing and
now a hand pump was discussed as the
practical option to install.
Renner’s report stated

The catch basin and pump of the Great Medicine Spring as seen
in 2008. It is unclear when the existing rectangular stone catch
basin was put in, perhaps when the fountain was permanently
removed in the 1950s, but it is just downhill from the pump on
the spring and predates the work done by the Friends in
1999/2000. Photo G D Bebeau.

We originally anticipated a flow rate
of 5 to 7 gallons per minute, which
would prevent freezing, and hoped
that a hand pump would not be
needed. The well initially produced
this volume. However the flow quickly diminished, over the next couple of days, to its current rate
(approx. 1 gallon per minute). The Well has flowed through the winter which makes us very
optimistic that it will not freeze as long as we allow it to continue. With the current configuration
(see diagram) a hand pump could be installed and we would not expect any alteration in the flow rate
of the well.
Below: The configuration of the new well placement with its connection to the old spring drainage basin.
Diagram by E. H. Renner & Sons.

The hand pump was installed in the summer of 2000 but water flow declined even more from the
initial good flow and the purity of the water was in question. In addition, landscape work around
the new well construction site still had to be finished.
Eventually, public access to the spring was discouraged, first by the Park Board removing signage
about the spring from the parking lot area along the entrance road to the Garden and then several
years later by removing the spring parking area entirely. The landscaping completed around the well
and drainage basin is shown in the photo above as it was 2008.
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On May 22nd, 2011 a powerful tornado began its destructive path near Glenwood Ave and
Theodore Wirth Parkway, just west of the old spring. There was damage within Eloise Butler
Wildflower Garden, but the heaviest damage was just to the north, including the area of the old
spring. The photos below the condition of the site 14 months later on July 25, 2012. Gone are the
trees and the appearance of previous landscaping. Water still drips from the pipe outlet of the
spring, but all is abandoned and nature begins her reclaiming process.

The well site on July 25, 2012 . Photos G D Bebeau

In 2014 the hand pump handle was removed so that people could not attempt to pump water as
testing indicated the well had contaminant issues. In 2018 the contaminants of bacteria and arsenic
exceeded maximum allowed levels so the site was closed off and the well capped.
The photo below shows the pump in the Summer of 2014. The second photo shows the scene after
the pump, well pipe, concrete pad and valve box were removed on June 25, 2018 and the well
capped. Only the catchment basin retaining wall remains.

Above: left -The pump in 2014 with pump handles removed. Right - After the removal of the well in 2018 Photos
G. D. Bebeau.
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The Natural Spring at Glenwood Ave. and Glenwood Parkway

Each day hundreds of people drive by the intersection of Wirth Parkway and Glenwood Ave.,
perhaps on their way to or from the Wildflower Garden just around the corner on Wirth Parkway.
Most probably never pay any attention to this ragged group of shrubbery on the NW corner of the
intersection, but therein lies one of the four natural springs in the immediate area of the
Wildflower Garden.
In the text above the location of this spring is identified by both former Eloise Butler gardener Ken
Avery and by Friends member J.S. Futcher. Mr. Avery states that in 1951 the spring was still
running. It was one of three running springs in the immediate vicinity of the Eloise Butler
Wildflower Garden, plus the spring in the Garden, but that by 1954 it had dried up.
There remains today a capped metal pipe sticking out of the ground and the crumbling semi-circle
of stonework. In 1939 a WPA masonry crew installed that stone work and a catch basin. They came
back in 1941 and installed concrete steps leading from the Parkway down to the spring. Today,
nature has taken over, the staircase is gone, but the traces of history are there.

As seen today: The catch basin of the old spring at the
corner of Glenwood Ave and Theodore Wirth Parkway
with old capped pipe showing. Photo - 2016, G D Bebeau
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The old catch basin of the spring just prior to 1939 WPA
concrete work. Photo by Walter B. Dahlberg.

In 1941 a WPA masonry crew added these concrete steps
leading off Glenwood Parkway down to the spring basin.
Photo by Walter B. Dalhberg.

New stonework just completed by the WPA crew in 1939
at the corner of Glenwood and what is now Wirth
Parkway. Photo by Walter B. Dahlberg.

The Spring outside the Garden Back Gate
The 1939 semi-circular stonework around the spring on Glenwood and the one outside the back
gate of the Garden are identical whereas the 1939 stonework of the Great Medicine Spring was
removed when the fountain was dismantled.
This spring contributes to the history of
Eloise Butler's Mallard Pool, which lay in
what is now a wild area north of the
Garden's back gate. Eloise stated she placed
her pool just below where two streams
combine in the north meadow. One of
those streams is the runoff from the
Wildflower Garden and the other moves
water from the east, incorporating any
runoff for the spring, and then joins the
The catch basin of the old spring just outside and east of the
Garden's back gate, 1939 construction. The run-off channel is
seen in the upper right of the photo - water there flows
northwestward to join with the outflow from the Garden and
then into to area of Eloise Butler's Mallard Pool. Photo - 2015
G D Bebeau.

Garden runoff stream and the combination flow
north toward Wirth Lake.
In the Text above, Mr. Futcher states that the spring
was running when he was a kid (i.e. 1940s).
Although in 1934 Martha Crone noted in log on
July 2 that the 'drinking spring' had dried up. Based
on the text below, we believe this is the spring she
was referring to. Thus, the events of later years were
already foreshadowed in the 1930s.
This is the spring that Ken Avery referred to in the
text above “where, I’m told, people used to have parties
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A plan Map of the early Wildflower Garden with
Eloise Butler's place names. Note the "bubbling
spring." Map courtesy Martha Hellander.

on spring water and gin.” The name "Bubbling Spring" came about in 1916. On September 24 that
year the Minneapolis Tribune announced that the Park Board would open that week a hiking trail
traversing the length of Glenwood Park from Superior Blvd. (now I-394) to Western Avenue (now
Glenwood). Along the rolling hills were to be dozens of camp sites for "the hiker to stop and kindle
a small fire." The Park Board was planning to erect a series of stone fireplaces along the trail.
The natural amphitheater at the northeast edge of the Garden was mentioned along with the
mammoth elm the stood there, referred to as the "patriarch of Glenwood" and at the base of the hill
was a natural spring that had now, to prevent contamination, been forced to run through a
bubbling fountain. Here is the origin of the name "bubbling spring" used often in the future.

Martha Crone’s notes on the Spring in the Garden.

Martha Crone was Curator of the Eloise Butler Wildflower
Garden from 1933 through 1958, succeeding Eloise Butler.
During that time an open area of water existed in the wetland area
of the Garden. Excess water in the wetland from rainwater and
from the general level of ground water drained northward out of
the wetland. Spring water was also known to exist.
A small pool had been created at the north end of this wetland by
a dam Eloise Butler installed in the first years of the Garden's
existence. It was an earthen dam at first, replaced by a concrete
dam in 1917 and then a rock dam in 1992. Overflow from the
dam drained into the meadow north of the Garden's current
Martha Crone in the Upland Garden
back fence, where in 1932 Eloise Butler created her Mallard
in June 1951, from an article in the
Minneapolis Tribune.
Pool
The 1930s were mostly dry years and water levels fluctuated
considerable. In 1939 during late summer and into fall Martha
started a project of tapping a spring in the marsh to fill the pool
of open water maintained there. [This is the spring the Ken
Avery refers to in his notes as being reduced to a trickle.]

This pipe in the wetland appears to
be a cap for the spring that was
tapped in 1939. Photo G D Bebeau.

On August 22 a group of men came in and began looking for a
spring near the pool. While they were there they closed up a hole
in the office dug by a woodchuck. On the 28th the men struck
the spring on the west side of the pool, they secured the area
from their work making it un-noticeable. The spring had a large
flow and within 24 hours had noticeably put water in the pool.
By the 31st, the pool was running over so on Sept. 2nd the men
came back and put in a drain pipe so the pool would drain excess
water through a pipe.

It's not clear from her notes as to where this pipe went or why it was necessary as all excess water
drained northward where it could flow over the dam and out of the Garden. The drain pipe may
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have been necessary to prevent washout of the northward flowing water channel that drained the
wetland. The pipe would have led to the dam area where the excess water could then drain.
In a conversation this writer had with former Gardener Cary George [May 18, 2018] he said that
when the current small pool was dredged in 1991/92 there was a 4 inch pipe coming out in the
hillside by the existing pool. During Martha Hellander's research work for her book on Eloise
Butler, she met with Ken Avery. Her notes [in possession of this writer] state that Ken told her that
this pipe was about 3 to 5 feet up the hillside on the west side on the Garden pool and that there
had been two springs in the wetland. This hillside pipe was about 50 from the other spring in the
wetland. That spring now also has an upright pipe which is near a large River Birch and about 20
feet from the current wetland boardwalk path. This is the one pictured in the photo on the
previous page. When he retired, one of the pipes had started to drip water - the first time in 30
years. The pipe in the wetland [furthest from the hillside] Avery told Hellander ran water up to
about 1953, the year before he came to the Garden, which ties in with his statement in 1975 that
“there was also the tiniest trickle of water coming from the spring in the Garden.” [The Fringed
Gentian™ Vol. 23 No.1 January 1975] Both pipes were at some time capped but it is unclear when.
It also unclear who put them in but it would appear to have been the 1939 crew. Dan Hasty, MPRB
Foreman of Horticulture for the Park Board at the time, told Hellander he tried but could not get
the cap off the one in wetland.
The 1939 crew that worked on that Garden spring may have been a Park Board work crew or the
same WPA masonry crew had been placing new masonry work around the other springs near the
Garden, of which there were the three mentioned above - the one behind the Garden back gate, the
Great Medicine Spring and the one on the Northwest corner of Theodore Wirth Parkway and
Glenwood Ave.

Left: “X” = the approximate
location of the two spring
pipes referred to above. The
photo is a 1993 aerial of the
back section of the wetland
after the back fence had been
moved northward (up) and the
pool dredged.
University of Minnesota
photo.

[The 1939 notes are from Martha Crone’s diary, 1939, Martha Crone Collection, Minnesota
Historical Society.]

The issues of the the Friends newsletter, The Fringed Gentian™ that are referenced in the text are the
volume and issue numbers as they are archived on the Friend website archive of past issues.
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Notes to the text on Native American activity and whether the spring called the Great Medicine
Spring is actually that spring:
The statements in the text above of Cary George and of Steve Pundt, referring to Martha
Hellander’s research, about the path to the Great Medicine Spring being an old Native American
path can be associated with statements made in earlier years such as the following:
The Great Medicine spring, an old resort of the Indians, is situated a few miles west of Minneapolis.
It is chalybeate, as shown by its taste, and by irony coating formed by the water on the surface over
which it runs….

From Volume 2, Hennepin County Chapter of The Geological and Natural History Survey of
Minnesota, Pioneer Press Co. 1888, page 311, by N. H. Winchell.
From Minneapolis Tribune, September 26, 1874.
The people of Minneapolis will perhaps be interested in knowing that they have one of the finest
mineral springs in the country right handy to the city; one that in its way was famous long ago. The
spring alluded to is situated about two miles from the city on Western Avenue, on the land of Mr
Wales, and is said by Col. John H. Stevens and other of the first settlers, to have been largely
frequented by the Indians, who came hundreds of miles to get the benefit of its medicinal qualities in
cases particularly of consumption and kindred complaints. The water is strong chalybeate, and is
esteemed especially as as tonic and as latterly large number of persons are daily visiting it.

Is this the site?: The land owned by Mr. Wales was the south half of the SW quarter of Section 20,
Township 29 of what is now Hennepin County. That land is directly north of the East half of the
NW quarter of Section 29, land where Martha Hellander's research verified includes the present
Wildflower Garden. It was owed by Samuel and Susan D. Gale who had acquired it in 1866/67.
The Gales owned it until 1885 after which it was platted for houses but then acquired by the Park
Board to create Saratoga Park, which then became Glenwood Park in 1889. That the spring on Mr.
Wales land would have been the Great Medicine Spring can be deduced from this: The south
boundary of Section 20 (and therefore north boundary of Section 29) later became Chestnut
Avenue. If Chestnut Avenue were extended west of its current terminus at Xerxes Avenue, it would
run just south of the spring we call the Great Medicine Spring. It has been noted in another
reference that the spring on the NW corner of Glenwood and Wirth Parkway was the Great
Medicine Spring. While that site was also on the land of Mr. Wales, it seems the site nearer the
Garden, with all the infrastructure lavished on it by the Park Board in the 1930s and later, and with
its longevity, would be the best candidate and is more likely based on information in the next
paragraph
Also in that research of Hellander were notes of conversations with neighborhood resident Jean
Rohrbaugh, that John Babcock, owner of the property at 227 Xerxes Avenue where Eloise Butler
roomed until her dearth, had found Indian relics such as arrowheads, a smooth grinding bowl and
pounding stick such as would make a mortar and pestle around this spring.
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Appendix 10
Ode
for the 275 members of
“Friends of Eloise Butler Wild Flower and Bird Sanctuary”
on the occasion of their 30th anniversary –
and the 75th of the establishment of the Garden*
Betty Bridgman (1916 - 1999)
These people: Let me present them.
Mother Nature sent them
into this world of Real Estate,
of too-little-caring-too-late,
of weed-eradicator promotion,
particulates and pollution.
of mopeds and snowmobiles.
They take care
lest the forest floor be trodden bare,
and the prairie tracked and packed by RV Wheels.
These people are fervently, ecstatically, passionately, irrationally,
obsessively, fiercely, militantly, unequivocably, irreversibly,
non-negotiably, one thousand per cent
in favor of wild flowers.
No pallid sentiment,
no live-and-let-live toleration,
no “make-it-if-you-can-but first comes access and recreation.”
Friends say to them,
“What! You’re volunteering on behalf of worthless weeds
nobody needs?
Think what beautiful homes would fill the scene
in that ravine!
Think of the expanse of lawn
When the clutter is gone!
The happy homeowners out with their mowers
and snow-blowers,
Their dandelion-diggers–
Sales in six figgers!”
These people care all the more
for seed and spore
because at 45º latitude and above
they have a short season for their love.
Here, flowers are few.
They count three British Soldiers, one Sundew,
Compared with the orchid riot
Of steamy jungle, these woods are quiet.
One Calopogon is a summer when they spy it.
The Buck-eye dapples
a spread of May-apples
and imparts a glow
they bask in when it’s twenty-five below.
A high holy-day of their year:
when Showy Lady-slippers appear,
when the gooseberry is ripe
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or they find an Indian Pipe.
These benefactors
would lie down in front of tractors
to save a virgin patch of prairie
or a bird sanctuary.
They storm the legislature
to keep one marshland safe for nature.
They ask for grants
to bully bull-dozers and rescue pitcher plants.
A soft cry of delight will pass
from their lips when Ken mentions Blue-eyed Grass.
It brings a flush to their cheeks, and stepped-up pulse
to think that Ken would label any flower “false.”
They want our ditches
filled with Dutchmen’s Britches.
They scold
pluckers of Marsh Marigold.
They won’t pull a stalk
of Spatterdock.
Better not injure
Eloise’s Ginger.
Their efforts won’t slacken
for hillsides of Bracken.
They dote on the woolen
stalks of Mullein.
They’re ready to champion
Bladder Campion,
and keep things from getting worse
for Shepherd’s Purse.
They won’t let Boneset
ride off into the sunset.
They enshrine Eloise Butler.
No Park Board budget-cut can scuttle her.
They know time will tell
our city’s debt to Clinton Odell,
and they’ll make known
the long devotion of Martha Crone,
the bravery and slavery
of Kenneth E. Avery,
and his side-kick,
Dick Wick,
Kay Faragher’s amazing
shelter-fund-raising.
It’s high time
we salute Moana Beim;
and those with effort and intelligence
who keep up the fence, and the defense.
Eloise, you of the trowel and duff-stained knees,
you’d have loved knowing such as these.
The garden that was all yours
endures.
From wood-chip paths and ostrich-fern-lined ways
rises our praise.
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Appendix 11 - 1980 Friends Development Proposal for the Wildflower Garden
?ROPOSALS I'OR THE CONTINUINC DDVELOPI'IENT OI'

,'t4t

lY)c'

T1IE ELOISE BUTLER WILDTLOI.IER AND BIRD SANCTUARY

This paper has beeo dralm up by the friends of the lltldflowe'r Garden, Inc.,
an organization of prlvate cltlzcns who, for the past 28 years, have contributed
touch tiDe and noney in cooperation wlth the }linneapolls Park and Recreatj.on
Depqrtment tolrards.the developnent and preservat.ion of the Eloise 8utler l.iildflower and BLrd Sanct.uary. This group of'private eiti.zens has a keen and vested
interest ln this unlque preservation of land. Bclieving that our relationship
to thls area should perlodlcally be reviewed, we have complled Ehese statexncnts.

I. Thts Garden was created in, 1907 to provlde an educational site ln the
Twln Citles area where cltizens - students of all ages, educators, and tourlsgs could conveniently experLence the diversity of lndigenous Minnesota flora.
II. Tht; Garden, to be truly educational, should remain an envircnmeni
containing as Eany of the plants Non-woody and woody) that ar:e truly natilc to
lllnnesota as can be managed in a setEing approximating a natural wi.lderness.
Eophasis should be placed on those plant speci.es occuri.ng r^rithin a 1.50 :uil-e
rodtus of Ehe Twln Clt.l.es - including adjacenL portions of l,lisconsin and Io\Ja. /
In eveluatiDg the present status, we propose that a plant census of the
aite be conducted and evaluated during the 1981-82 growing scasons.
III. This Garden ahould tnclude a collectlon of p1anto gxouped oymbJ.otlcally
ln as oany natural envlronments (wooilland, bog, prairlei etc.) a9 is feasible
fo Ehis sLte. Ilowever, we flrmJ,y believe that lt is better to maintain ore or

trro environnenEs we11, than many poorly.

IV. This Garden will requlre a conEinulng narragemdi-rl-, which vre hope can
be miniroal (or at leasE leave that appearance) and which wiLl favor techniques
that do the least envirorurental damage.
' Tlrc preservatlon of an extensive collection of fl,ora will aluays require
sone suppression of aggressive specie6 for the protection of less hardy oues.
A reasonabl,e balance of species rrithin the total collection is desirable. Some
native }linnesota flora w111 never be feasible at this site.

V. The educational value of this Garden is enhanceil by a diversjcv ot'
anlmefs and birds - roigratory and resident. Plans for planting changes should
a1$ay6 conslder encouraglng thls dlverslEy.

VI. The educational role of this Garden dictates the identification of
all flora specles by their scientific naroe prlnarily - and \,rirere appropriare

by a reglonally popular name. We suggest that where non-indigenous species are
identified they be lndicated in some uanner (perhaps by slgns in a different
color) .

VII. This Garden in the years since lts inceptlon has served several
purposes vhich are no longer appropriate. one of the most notable has been
the use of some areas as testing grounds for the hardiness of garden exoLics
(a role now better served by the .Uinnesota Landscape Arboretun). Therefore
we propose that future managenent of this area should gradually elirdnate the
exotic species during the decade of the r80s.
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VIII. Thts garden 1s a unlque enviroomerr. To proEect thl.s, we suggesc
that the unmanaged areas surrqundtng the present Garden (and assocLated ulth lt
Ln the Park Board action of 19 ) be preserved as an unfenced semi-wild buffer
zone. A future possibl.llty would be to manage certaiu Llrdted portions of fhis
outer area Eo stop the naEural woodland developnenE ln order to show the dlfferent
Btages a llinnesota savannah passes through ln becoruing a woodland.

.

.

RealLzlng well that all this is not a simple project, we, The I'riends of Etre
I.,il-dflower Garden, Inc., now, as in the past, are Prepared to help but not Eo
replace, the Park Board in the achievement of Ehese goals.

Realizing also rhat thLs particular garden canno! be the whoLe picture of
virgin MLnnesota, we would urge groups of citizens around the state to lrork to
establish ln their o!f,n countles, gardens of rhe plants natlve to chat area.
Thus coul,d be established a network of preserves that coul-d collectively recreate
the picture of a virgin Minnesotd.
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Appendix 12 Mission Statements
2020
The purpose of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden is to protect, preserve, and promote
the interests of the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden and Bird Sanctuary as a sanctuary for
native flora and fauna of Minnesota, and to educate and inspire all people in relating to
the natural world. We strive to be an inclusive organization of people of all backgrounds,
abilities, ages and ethnicities. To accomplish this, we work with a variety of individuals and
organizations with common interests and vision.
We Believe that:
The Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden and Bird Sanctuary should be preserved for its
historical significance and its value as an environmental resource for the study and
appreciation of the flora and fauna of the Garden.
It is necessary to maintain a natural buffer zone around the Garden to protect its ecological
integrity and to preserve its value as a retreat for quiet contemplation and observation
of nature.
It is our role to support and encourage the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Broad in
maintaining and preserving the Garden.
Promotion and utilization of the Garden should be compatible with protecting it as a
sanctuary for flora and fauna and preserving the features of a natural environment.
The Friends must be an organization that prioritizes, supports, and invests in diversity,
inclusion and equity.
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Appendix 12
2009 Mission Statement
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Appendix 12
1989 Mission Statement, page 1

MISSION STATTMENT

.

tr'RIENDS OF TEE WILD FLOWER GARDEN, INC.

The Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden and Bird Sanctuary is a wild garden and sanctuary
for native-flora and fauna, administered by the Minneapolis Park and Reereation Board.
Its purpose is to educate by enhancing visitors'. appreciation and understanding of
Minnesota's native plants and their natural environments. The absence of formal
landscaping and the natural atmosphere are important elements of the Garden,
contributing significantly to visitors' opportunities for insight into indigenous Minnesota
plant life and for quiet contemplation,

The Friends of the Wild Flower Garden is an organization of private citizens whose
purpose is to advance, promote and safeguard the interests of the Gardon. It is the
position of the Friends that:

1.

The Garden should remain an environment containing as many of the plants native
to Minnesota as can be managed in a l3-acre setting approximating a natural
wildemess, gradually exotic species should be eliminated.

2.

The Garden's collection of plants should be grouped sl.rnbiotically in as many
natural environments as is feasible on this site.

3.

The Garden requires continuing on-site management which leaves the appearance
of being minimal, and which favorc techniques that damage the environment rhe
least.

4.

The Garden is enhanced by a diversity of wild fauna.

5,

The educational role of the Garden dictates that all plant species be identified by
their scientific names and, where appropriate, by regionally popular names.

The Friends seek to further the interests of the Garden in a variety of ways. The Friends
activities have included and/or should include the following:

A.

Directly relating to the Garden itself, and in cooperation with the Minneapolis Parks
offices:
l.

Assist the Gardener in achieving mutual horticultural goals.
a. Purchase of plant materials,
b. Financing of plant inventory.*
c. Assistance with physical maintenance of plant collection.

Arrange for publication of interpretive guidebook used by visitors as they
walk the paths.
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Appendix 12 Mission Statements
1989 page 2

3.

Promote appropriate signage in the Garden and in Wirth Park.

4,

Assist with managing the maintenance

of

Garden paths, benches and

fountains.

B.

Directly relating to the Martha Crone Shelter, and

in

cooperation with the

Minneapolis Parks offices:

C.

t.

Finance building of the Shelter.*

2.

Provide and train volunteers who staff thc Shelter, thus permitting visitors
access to its resources.

3.

Assist Naturalists in reaching mutual interpretive goals.
a. Purchase of books and other interpretive media and equipment.
b. .
Assistance with management of displays.
c. Input for program ideas.

4.

Arrange for physical improvements of the Shelter.

5.

Assist in nraintaining the Shelter cleanliness.

6.

Provide insurance for the Shelter contents,

Relating to public awareness and support of the Garden,

1.

Publicize the existence of the Garden and its purpose.

2,

Publish the newsletter, The Fringed Gentian.

3.

Support research into the Garden's history.*

4.

Maintain a liaison with the Minneapolis Parks and Recreation Board.

5.

Provide educational grants to natural science students and teachers.r

6,

Consider educational grants to students training in subjects compatible with
the goals of the Friends,

*

These are the things which the Friends have done in the past, but which the Friends
may not have the need or opportunity to do again.

Adopted January 2'1,, 7989
Revised April 15, L989
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Appendix 13 - 1994 Historic Preservation Document & 1995 Response

4 Prooosed Motions
to the Board of Directors
Friends of the lilild Flower Garden
April 7, 1994

I. Endorse anal Sponsor Historic Nomination.
Established in 1907, the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden and Bird Sanctuary is the oldest
public wildflower garden in the nation. The contributions made by Eloise Butler and
Martha Crone deserve national recognition for their pioneering work in the conservation
and culture of native plants. Futhermore, the Wildflower Garden is an early example of
a designed landscape in the naturalistic style advocated by Jens Jensen and H.W.S.
Cleveland. Therefore, the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden endorse ard sponsor the
nomination of the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden and Bird Sanctuary for listing on the
National Register of Historic Places.
II.

Establish National Regtster Listing Project Committee.
The key to gettirg listed on the National Register of Historic Places will be the approach
taken in the application that demonstrates the national significance of the Garderl as well
as identi$iag areas of the Wildflower Garden that retain historic integdty. The research
and preparation of the nomination will be lengthy and possibly costly. Therefore, the
Friends of the Wild Flower Garden establish a committee chaired by Richard Bartholomew
to actively seek nomination of the Wildflower Garden. The committee would be called the
"National Register Listing Project.'

III. Solicit Landscape Architect, Seek Funding and Interim Budget.
The Friends of the Wild Flower Garden authorize the National Register Usting Project
committee to:
1. Solicit from the best landscape architect firms their proposed approach to
presentation before the National Park Service's National Register, as well as
cost estimates. (note: Lance Neckar and Carole Zellie, Lanfucape Research
1466 Hythe St., St. Paul MN 55108 TeL 641-1230 hwe come highly
recommended, phone discussions have taken place with them and a copy of
Manha's book mailed), and,
2. Research possible outside funding for project expenses, and,
3. Budget $100.00 for interim expenses (telephone, xeroxing, etc')'
IV. Publicity.
In order to better publicize the Wildflower Garden and the contributions of Eloise Butler,
the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden authorize the committee to:
1. Distribute complimentary copies of The Wild Gardener to Susar Roth,
Minnesota Historical Society; Carole Zellie and other interested parties as the

'
2.

committee sees fit, and,
Prepare a proposal for video taping (possibly of Arrn Kessen's highly regarded
slide preseutation) a historic piece on the Wildflower Garden. The Friends
Board of Directors will consider the proposal for funding at the summer
meeting.
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June 30, 1994

Martha Hellander
2517 Thomwood Avenue

wilmene,

IL

60091

Dear Martha:
Thank you for your letter of May 23, 1994. I will be delighted to help you
and the National Register Nomination Committee of the Friends of the Wild
Flower Garden, as an advisor, in its efforts to seek qualified persons to
prepare the nomination of the Garden for designation on the National
Register. I do want to make it clear, however, that nearly all of the
Minneapolis Park system is historic and wiII be preserved in pelpetuity.
That is a charge to the Board by our citizens of Minneapolis. There should
be little exta cost or effort to designate Eloise Butler Wild Flower Garden
on the National Register.

I

am in possession of a notebook conceming historic sites and the
management thereof. It is to be made quite clear that any management
operation and maintenance is in the proper jurisdiction. The land will remain
in the domain of the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board.
Thank you for your help and interest.
kaidznt:
Thomas W. Baker

Sincerely,

Vice Presidznt:

PaEicia D. Baker

Comfiissio ers:
Rochelle Berry Graves
Dale W. "SUp" cilbert

Pakicia Hillmeyer
Scott Neiman
George Puzak
Annie Young
Dean Zimmermann

Supcrintabtt:
David L. Fisher

Fourth Park District

PDB/rm

cc:

Harriet Betzold, Golden Valley, MN

Seoetaryt

Harvey Feldman
200

G6in Exchange

.100

South 4th Sheet
Minneapolis, MN 5 15-1400

Phone 1-612.661-4800
Fax. l-612-6614777

IiRPA Congn$ fot n.crution .nd

oaroaat
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Report by the National Register Listing Project Committee
to the Board of Directors
Friends of the Wild Flower Garden
Itoly 21, 1994"

I.

Review

II.

Status

.

of

Committee purpose (see attached)

Landscape consultant proposals
l. Six proposals were solicited and two were submitted

2.
3.

Sniderman
Julia Sniderman and Bonnie Harper-Lore
$3000.00 plus expenses (est $1000-1500)
Landscape Research
Carole Zellie and Lance Neckar

$10,000.00

.
.

Susan Roth

-

Minnesota Historical Society

Patricia Baker - Minneapolis Parks and Recreation Board
l. Justification of cost and effort
2. Concerns over MPRB freedom to administer garden after

registration
3. Believe that registration must be tied to specific garden period will
necessitate restoration
4. Views "Friends" interest in registration and being driven by
concerns over ADA

III.

Next

.
.
.

Steps

Board to direct Committee to continuo its efforts towards National
Register nomination in cooperation with the MPRB and the MHS

Board authorizes an additional $100.00 budget

for interim

expenses

Board authorizes its President to conduct final project approval through
telephone polling of the Board members or a special Board meeting

260

HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMI,,ISSION
Room 210 Cily Hall
:rll0 S(nrlh Frllh Slreel
NlLnrr( irpolrs 1,,1N 55415 1385

minneapol,is
city of l,a.kes

$12) t:73 2422

September

6. I 995

Harriet Betzold, President
Friends of the Eloise Butler Wild Flower Carden
1455 Spring Valley Road
Golden Valley, MN 55422

Dear Ms. Betzold,

I have enclosed the docurnent which was cornpleted by tlre consultant hired by the City
Minneapolis, Landscape Research. After much discussion with the consultant, the
Heritage Preservation Cornrnissioners decided that this landscape was a problematic
designation. While all agree that the Eloise Butler Wild Flower Garden is significant,
there is disagreement over what would be designatcd by the Heritage Preservation
Comrrission (HPC).

of

The HPC has conre to thc conclusion that the nrost significant purpose ofthe garden is its
use as a teaching facility. The garden has a long history ofchange; from the change ofthe
seasons to boundary and path changes. Because the garden is built on this notion of
change as a method ofteaching, the Comrnissioners felt that it would be difficult to
designate the garden and thereby stop the process lor change and growth. The HPC has a
long history olpreserving the past for the future, but this notion has concentrated on the
built environment. There is usually a period ofsignificance for a historic building and the
HPC designates the propcny and would like to see the property owner preserve the
building to this date ofsignificance. It would be difficult to decide on a period of
significance for the Eloise Butler Wild Flower Carden because it is a changing work which
has remained continuously significant.
As stafffor the HPC, I have personally met with the Park Board, the historic consultant
and the Comrnissioners. All panies are aware of the changes to the garden which would
rnake the area more accessible. After meeting with Mary Maguire Lerman in the Eloise

Butler Wild Flower Garden, I discussed the path widening and building ramps with the
Cornmission. The HPC believes that the Park Board is attempting to be sensitive to the
garden and, at the same time, allow for the purpose ofthe garden as a teaching facility to
be broadened to a larger group of people.

ri)1, ,::,) 6iil
,'\r r

r157

tlPt:yckll Papet 30"h
t'osr Cdrsr/,rer F bel

rSf,lAtlvt AcTtoN El\,lPLoYER
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I am sorry that I cannot attend the September 14, 1995 meeting, but if you have any
questions please call me at 673-2422. I have sent extra copies ofthe context study for
you to pass on to others.

Sincerely,

t/J.r
lYm,lfVlrrrTAmy Lucas
Preservation Planner
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THE ELOISE BUTLER W]LDFLOWER GARDEN
PREUMINA.RY HISToRIC CoNTEXTS

AUGUST 1995
DESCRIPTION

The Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden and Bird Sanctuary today comprises 13.8
aoes in Wbth Park. It lies rougNy at the core of the bog hollow that Eloise
Butler (1851. - 1933) planted during the years 1907 - 1933, the period of the
garden's greatest significance. Martha Hellander has well-chronicled these
developments in her.book, Tfte WilC Gardmer: The Life and Selected Witings of
Elaise Butler (1992).'This book provides a fine biogaphy of Butler. For purposes
of determining the historical signiicance of this site it begins to suggest the
. wider contexts in which Butler's work may be understood, but does not develop
' the contexts to the degree that is needed for determination of eligibility
for
designation as a Minneapolis Heriiage Preservation site. Further information on
the garden and Butler's role in its founding is contained in a guidebook, "Eloise
But1er Wildflower Garden and Bird Sanctuary," available at the garden shelter.
This guide is useful in understanding the history of the garden, especiaily after
Butler's involvement, and in analyzing the physical organization of the garden
from a botanical and ecological perspective.

Originally the garden rvas authorized by the Park Board to occupy only three
acres around the bog in the park, diren called Glenwood. This area is still the
center of the garden. Martha Hellander's hypothetical map of the garden depicts
areas to the northeast of the bog, induding Gentian Meadow, Lily Pond and
Mallard Pool (1932), which are nor* in Golden Valley and not part of the fenced
acreage of the garden. Hellander's hypotheticai path layout is similar to the one
used in the garden today. Important exceptions to this statement are the
outlying paths noted above, the prairie and upland wood paths to the east of the
bog hollow, and the extension of the bog walk to the south along what was
Lullaby Brook.
A tfuee-quarter bowl-shaped space resembling an open-ended glacial kettle, the
garden's wooded hillsides provide amphitheatrical settings for the displays of
woodland and wetland wild p1ants and communities. The upland prairie area is
a later addition to the garden and sanctuary. Stations organized in numerical
order with identifications and a related guidebook provide plant information to
visitors. A new (1969) rustic shelte. has been erected and dedicated to Martha
Crone, Butler's successor, on the siie of Butler's original office. Some artifacts of
the early curatorship of the garden remain here, including a warden's badge and
some books, notably Mabel Osgood Wright's book, ?/ra Garden, You and I, one of
Butler's favorites. Except in the upland prairie and in the center of the bog, trees
dominate the landscape. Most of these bees are descendants those planted bv
Butler or are trees planted by Kem.eih Avery in the wake of the destruction
wroughi by Dutch EIm disease in iire 1970s. Originally a spring-fed landscape at
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its core, with the drying of the springs, the bog has become truly a human garden
today; it requires irrigation to sustain it
In order to determine precisely the 1evel of integrity present in the planted
structure of the garde& one would have to make correlations between Butler's
evolving design of the plantings and the cu-rrent situation. Some important
questions about integrity would be addressed in two ways:
1. A review of Butler's Annnls and any suwiving planting notes in the
Garden Logs to determine what her planting preferences were and how they
might compare with current plants2. A review of early photogzaphs of the garden to correlate the historic
presence of plants or'of teaching stations with current layout.
.HISTORIC CONTEXTS

Six contexts illustrate the garden's significance:

Memorialization of wilderness - the preseroation of the natfue landscape. There are
several aspects to the "loss and presewation cycle" as it was manifested in the
later nineteenth- and early twentieir century landscape and in the social,/cultural
milieu of the western world, and rr,ore particularly, the United States. At the
most basic level was the move to presewe rvild landscapes as parks, with special
focus on wild plants, scenery or geological rarities. The movements to "save" the
falls of Niagara, the Yellowstone, Yosemite and Hetch Hetchy Valleys, and, later,
Glacier National Park, l,ere part of ihis impetus. Naturalist and wilderness
advocate, ]ohn Muir used the metaphor of the "landscape garden" to argue for
the preservation of the Hetch Hetcny Valley. The simple loss of natural beautv
was mourned by Muir and other acivists involved in the preservation of wild
landscapes. This activity was seen in contsadistinction to the then-current
movements for development-orienied conservation as articulated by Gifford
Pinchot and the progressives (such as 14{ lvlcGee) surrounding President
Theodore Roosevelt. Muir and his group were aligned with the Sierra Club and
with activist botanists such as Charles Sprague Sargent, to whom he dedicated
the Atlantic Monthly essays gaihereC as the book, Our National Par,ts (c. L910).
1.

The Native American also figured in this milieu as symbol of the citizen
concerned for the native landscape. Eloise Butler was a great admirer of Helen
Hunt Jackson, the novelist and crusader for Native American rights. In this vein
she is part of a largely urstructured late nineteenth-century group of romantic
ecologists from Thoreau to Muir and Burrougfu, poets (Emerso& Cooper, and
Longfellow, especially) and presen-ationists who associated Native Americans
with the value of wildness, fast disappearing in the wake of civilization.
Longfellow's poem, The Song of Hi.r,uatha, and the nationally-prominent effort to
preserye the falls of Minnehaha Creek represented white Americans mourning
the loss of the Native Indian American landscape. This preservation effort was
inextricably linked wiih &e values of the emerging Twin Cities. Individuals such

2
264

as Charles Loring, William Watts Fo1wel1, and "Professor" H. W. S. Cleveland of
Chicago were successful in fusing the values of the native landscape with other
positive values of life in the city. Butler's work can definitely be seen in the
context of this idea of citizenship although, as noted by Hellander, Butler and
Folwell did not agree at first about the need for the city to maintain a wild
garden. (In an early federal commihnent to this sentiment, Congress passed and
President Theodore Roosevelt signed the Antiquities Act of 1905. This act was
designed to protect the cliff dwellings of ihe West. It was the first legislation to
provide a role for cultural preservaiion in a natural resource context in the
National Parks.)

At its most extrerne, the preservation of the native landscape, especially in the
panic-infused period following Frederick Jackon Turner's declaration of the
' close of the frontier in 1893, inspired chauvinism and xenophobia. These moods
manifested themselves in the preservation of "native" landscapes for white
Caucasian Americans, and the reservation of less scenic or symbolically or
economically important lands for real Native Americans. This politicallycharged array of ideas seemed to be more ideologically complex than those
associated with Eloise Butler, and probably, quite alien to her thinking.
2. Wild gardens -arts and crafls, horticultural hobbyism,landscape design. Wild plant
collection by such brilliant publicisls as lVilliam Robinson (1838 -L935) changed
the whole basis of garden aesthetics. These aesthetic and practical ideas may
have had a role in turnjng Butler from a liJe of writing to include the actual
design of a garden as the focus of her work. Many horticulfurists who operated
as scientists were also avid gardeners. The lines between professional and
avocational activities were blurrred for these didactic arts and crafts era figures.

With the publication of Tfte Wild Gtrden (1870), Robinson tumed the tide of the
nineteenth century from exotica in carefr:Ily controlled bedding schemes to the
illusion of wild nature, also using exotics. Gerkude Jekyll (L843 - L932),
Robinson's best known prot6g6, further developed these ideas in her books,
especially Wood and Gardm (L899) aad Wttll and Water Gardms (1901). The
collaborative garden design work of ]ekvll and the architect, Edwin Lutyens,
irupired a style ihat has become inextricably identified with English gardening.
]ekyll and Lutyens had observed traditional cottage design in England, and wild
gardens and perennial borders using cottage garden plants in huge drifts and
masses became part of the Arts and Crafts styie, a neo-mediaevalist reaction to
mechanization and industrialization. The work of William Morris, and the
architects, Charles A. Voysey, C. R Ashbee, William Lethaby, and E. W. Godwin
paraUeled these concerns. This s$'le of rvork stimulated the domestic design
ideas (archiiecture and Iandscape ) of the so-called Garden Cities of Britain. It is
interesting to note the relationships among individuais in the sciences and
emerging social sciences who had an influence on Garden City ideas. Naturalist
Herbert Spencer, who inspired Danvin's theory of natural selectiory was also the
prime theorist of nationalization and an imporiant social scientific inspiration to
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Ebenezer Howard, the arfihor of Garilm Cities of Tomonat (1902). Patrick
Geddes, the Scottish botanist and taxoromist (and publisher of Celtic poetry),
was also the author of (arguably) the first ecologically based town plaq the
Report to the Dunfermline Trusl, City Deuelopmmt: A Study of Parks, Gardets, and
Cultur elnstit u tes (1904).

American wild garders had their most important supporter in the circle of the
famou5 horticulturist and promoter of the improvement of suburban and country
life, Liberty Hyde Bailey. Baiiey/ then teaching at the Agricultural College in
Lansing, Michigan (later Michigan State) was one of the outside conbibutors to
lhe Flora of Middleser County. Bailev's early book, Garden-Making, demonstrated
the value of native and ordinary plants in garden settings. Bailey was a'lso a
promoter of the written work and designs of American landscape architects who
. -used this idiom, especially Warren H. Maruring and O. C. Simonds. ]ens Jensen
seems, however, not to have been one of Bailey's colleagues, and, therefore,
outside the east coast-based advocary groups.
Another possible influence came from continental Europe, where, in Germany,
wild gardens were associated with nationalistic spirit. Willy Lange, the author of
Gartmg*taltung der Neuzeit , published around the turn of the century, was the
most important promoter of these ideas in his country. Lange's work and other
continental European manifestations of wild gardening serve only to broaden ttre
context of Butler's work; however ii lvould remain for other scholars to draw any
more specific hypotheses.
3. Plnnts, botany, ecology, rorance, and scimtifc educafioa. Although botanizing
and wild gardens became a subliminal element of public education in the
Minneapolis/St. Paul area with the effort to preserve Minnehaha Falls, the Park
Board was not specifically interested in a ltild garden at this period; even
William Watts Folwe1l, then Chair of the Park Board, opposed this idea in 1898.
The scientific aspects of this area and other such wild areas only became
important in the next generation lr'ith the u"ork of people such as Eloise Butler.

Her roots in this work rvere somervhat different than the park makers and,
probably, also the Engiish wild gardeners. Her early experience in helping with
the field work for the Flora of Middlesex Coun$, Mnssachuserfs (1888) presaged the
botanical and preservation-related emphases of her work. Martha Hellander has
described part of the general milieu of these efforts and the relationship between
Butler's work and, for example, the formation of the Wild Flower Preservation
Society of America (c. 1900), the preservation of the Middlesex Fells (1893), and
the championing of native plant collections by important botanical gardens and
their directors. Particularly notable were the Missouri Botanical Garden (William
Trelease) and the Arnold Arborelum in Boston (Charles Sprague Sargent.)
Hellander has also drawn some possibie connections with the conservation scene
in Minnesota. In addition to the wild flower preservation activities statewide
(and the effort to establish a state chapter of the Wild Flower Presewation Society
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impetus for fencing the garden in 1923), Hellander has noted the
contemporaneous establishment of the Chippewa Natlonal Forest (1902) and the
link to the creation of Itasca State Park (1891).
as

By L902, F. Schuyler Mathews would write in the inhoduciion to his/her Fleld
that 'perhaps it is not too much to say that the wild
flower of late has become popular." The popularity of this field book and its
many editions were ample testimony to that enthusiasm and to the more specific
interest in botanizing in the field.
Book of Ameican Wild Elowers

Butler's education lrlas critical to her approach. She may have read Robinson and
Jekylt, as Hellander has suggested but her reading of English naturalis! William
Heruy Hudson's ldle Days in Patngania (i893) indicates, perhaps, her more direct
'
connections with the romance of nature sh:dy as a part of botanical education.
Butler had taken two significant summer field courses in 1881 and L882 at the
University of Minnesota. These courses brought her into contact with two of the
pre-eminent streams in botany thai would later give birth to ecology as a formal
academic science: microscopy and dissection as methods of understanding
detailed morphology and physiology, and field investigation of plant
communities. The first course was offered by Charles Bessey, then a professor at
Iowa State, one of the most pivotal teachers of botany in the nineteenth century.
Bessey was the author of Botnny, one of the principal American botany texts. As
botany editor of lhe Natural History magazine, he made the connection between
Butler's work on algae and the work of Francis Wolle of Pennsylvania, the
current authorily on desmids. Bessey was also an authority on mycology and on
the grasslands of Nebraska where he and H. ]. Webber authored the field-study
based book, Grasses and Forage Plnrts, for lhe State Board of Agriculture (1.890).
Bessey became a founding member and would later become President of the
Wildflower Preservation Society oi America (7904-1907). Bessey's field methods
employed direct observation of local areas and microscopy. Many of his
approaches would be adopted by his students at the University of Nebraska
where he later taught, including ore of the founders of ecology, Frederic
Clements. Clements, an originator of many of the discipline's ideas (succession
and climax) and terms (biome), would be part of the generation of original
ecologists who began to relate taxonomv, morphology and physiology of plants
to ideas about commr-rnities of species. Clements would later teach at the
University of Minnesota (c. 1908 - 1918). During this period Clements authored
his most important book, Plnn t Succession: An Analysis of tlu Deoelopment of
Vegetation. The second course was offered by Joseph Charles Arthur, then an
instructor at the University of Wisconsir; and at work with Charles Barnes and
John Coulter on a book on plant dissection. Coulter would later teach at the
University of Illinois and be an associate of Henry Cowles at the University of
Chicago in founding of an ecological approach to the teaching of botany. They
co-authored A Spring Elora for High Schools. Butler (and her fellow teachers of
high school science) may have haci some contact with these individuals, either
personally or tfuough their books.
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To what extent Butler saw relationships between her ideas for a wild garden and
this academic realm of nascent ecological thinking may never be precisely
knowrU but it is likely that there is at least a subliminal connection based upon
shared perspectives and methods. In this veiru the Wild Flower Garden may also
be seen in an indirect connection with the early and mid nineteenth-century
naturalists such as Henry David Thoreau and scholars such as George Perkins
Marsh (1801 - 1882) who presaged the era of Bessey, Clements, Cowles, Coulter
and Butler.
4. Women naturalists,botany, horticulture, gardm dnign, and public pohcy. Since the
middle of the nineteenih century and the rise of the suburban middle dass,
women had become ornamental gardeners on the grounds of expansive
' households at a great distance from the city. Wiih the rise of the sciences and the
.
professions, some of these women left their amateur status behind in the period
of Butler's education in the mid-1870s. Since the early nineteenth century
educated and scientifically-disposed women had been trying to escape the home,
especially in the remote and drab suburban and exurban enclaves that
imprisoned them. In England, the rise of Extension summer courses in the 1860s
and 1870s allowed many women to further their education. This movement was
mirrored by the Extension movement in the Uniied States, and this venue was
precisely the one used by Butler to advance her work.

At the beginning of the nineteenth century, science was just beginning to open its
doors to women in England, and botany *'as considered to be the female science,
although chemistry too had female devotees and contsibutors, such as Mrs. jane
Marcet, author of Conu ersntions on Chemistry (L805). Zoology was deemed to be
to sensitive because of the anatomical and sexual issues. Priscilla Bell Wakefield
(175L - 1832) was an early author of scientific texts. Margaret Stovin of
Chesterfield (1756 - 1,846) and Margaretta Hopper Riley of Nottinghamshire
(1804 - 1899) were among the first Briiish botanists to specialize in ferns. Anna
Worsley Russe[ (1807 - 1875) published a list of flora of the Bristol area to
Watson's Nan Botanist Guide rn 1835.
The "queen" of nheteenth century science was Mary Somerville, a friend of Mrs.
Marcet, chosen to translate LaPlace's Mechaniqw Celeste f.or the working classes
via Lord Brougham's Society for the Diffusion of Usefirl Knowledge. She was the
author of Physlcal Geography (1848), Molecular and Microscopic Science (1869) and of
Personal Recollections (1873), a meditation on algebra.

Another algologist (and conchologist) was Maria Emma Smith (L787 - 1875) who
made packs of algae to be sent to schools in order to encourage the study of the
subject
One of the fust women to attain professional status among naturalists was
Elizabeth Ormerod (L828 - 190L). Ormerod was educated by her mother, a
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botanical artist, and she became an entomologist She often worked in
collaboration with her sister, Georgianna, a Fellow of the Entomological Sociery
of London. Her first paper was published in be loumal of the Linnaean Society tn
1873. In L881 she publi shed a Manltal of lnjurious lnsects, efc. Much of her work
was based on original field observations and her own botanical and
entomological anatomical discoveries. Like many women devoted to natural
science, and like Butler herself, she never married.

It is unclear whether Butler knew about these women (even her fellow algologist
Ms. Smith, or Mrs. ]ohn Grey) who were active in science in the period just
before her mature work as a wild gardener.
Some women escaped to the professiors via membership and activism in
-scientific and public policy organizatioru. Elizabeth Knight Brittort founder of
the Wild Fiower Protection Society of America, provides one such example noted
by Hellander. Her husband, N. L. Britton, then at Columbia College had been
one of the outside contributors to tae Flora of Middlesex County.

Butler seems to have been less inte:ested in scientific publication and activism per
se than in the making of her garden, and Martha Hellander has also pointed to a
possible connection between Lydia White Shattuck's garden at Mount Holyoke
College and Butler's work. (Butler's teacher, Helen Coffin, and Shattuck had both
studied with Louis Agassiz at the Penikese Island School.)
Butler seems to have perennially alljed herself with other women in her local
efforts. Fellow teachers Elizabeth Foss, Clara Leavitt, and |ulia Clifford had been
partially liberated by educatiory ard they became forthright activists for the wild
garden in Glenwood Park.

Although Butier seems not to have been particularly horticulturally- or landscape
design-minded, there are some interesting parallels from this area in this period
and, in a sense, she was a garden ss'vle-setter. Horticultural interests among
women had been promoted in Engiand by ]ane Webb Loudo& the widow of the
famous garden publicist and designer. Among contemporary landscape
designers, the Englishwomary Gerirude ]ekyll. is best known. She was fascinated
with wild garders, as rvas her mentor and colleague William Robinson. Many of
her best known border designs use native English perennials. In America,
among jekyll's early counterparts rvere Beahix Farand and Helen Biddle
Shipman, but these women had less of a claim to interest in wild gardens than
did ]ekyll. Rather they took the profession of landscape architecture as a route to
pursue their interests in garden design.
5. Specinl areas of park systems. Thematic planrring, design and execution became
related to special resources in the landscape, and this specialized attention
resulted in the creation of thematically or progammatically distinctive areas
within many larger parks, When public parks were initiated in the United States,
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kind of conventional adapiation of English norms could be seen in
many large parks. Wiih the making of park systems beginning in the 1880's,
special areas of native flora or speial features such as ecological, geological or
scenic areas were included in park systems butnot adapted to conventional park
design standards. The Back Bay Fe:u in Boston (1880) and the park around the
falls of Minnehaha Creek (1889) are early examples of such special areas. Later
such rationales would underpin the creation of regional park systems, the
essences of which would be the lanriscape qualities of such specialized areas.
The Boston Mehopolitan Park Systen (1893), designed by Charles Eliot, included
some of these kinds of areas, incluCing the Middlesex Fells where Eloise Butler
and Cora Pease had.botanized.
a certain

There is some reason to believe thai one model for Butler's work to make a wild
. .flower garden as part of a park sysiem was the effort to preserve the Middlesex
Fells. Her role in this was related to the earter fi.eld work to produce tlne Elora of
Middlesex County Massaclusetts, an elfort mounted by L. L. Dame and Frank
Shipley Collins. Eloise had gone e-t after the surrmer course of 188L with
Professor Bessey. She and her siste: Cora Pease went botanizing in the
Middlesex Fells near Cora's home hMalden, Massadlusetts. Cora later wrote an
artide called "Treasures of the Fells," a parallel document to the more famous
plea by Elizur Wright. One of thei! principal associates in the Fells work was
Frank Collins. Hellander has docu-srenied Butler's continuing relationship to
Collins, and his work on seaweeds and algaes. Further research might examine
possible connections between Collins and Malden-based publicist of the
Metropolitan Parks, Sylvester Baxie:.

Another of the other individuals involved in the Flora project was a young
horticulturist, Warren 11. Manning of Reading, Massachusetts. Landscape
architects had long had associatioru with presewation of the Fells as a scenic,
specialized park of botanical and geological interest. H. W. S. Cleveland and his
one-time partner, Robert Morris Cceeland, were early (1850s to 1870s) advocaies
for preservation. Charles Eliot, a la;rdscape architect later in partnership with the
Olmsted office, was successful in esiablishing a Metropolitan Park System that
included the Fells (1893). In the er,oloy of the Olmsted office at this time was
Warren Manning, who became par: of the mapping team that documented the
parks. He later became closely involved in Watrier Deane's the Flora of the
Metropolitan Park System (1896), a copy of which he donated to the Universitv of
Minnesota. Dame and Collins were also conhibutors.

Mandng, by some contrast to Butler, exemplified the horticultural, and designand business-driven roots of this early interest in plant collection. lVhen he was
a child in Massachusetts he workei in his father's nursery, but in the summers he
was sent to visit his undes who lived on Lake Pepin. Maming spent those
summers botanizing in the Mississiopi Valley. He may have had some influence
on Folwell's revised decision to suDport Butler's gardery as he became heavily
invoived in the Minnesota iandscace design scene from 1898 until 1908.
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Midwestern regionalbm as expressed in natioe plants The preservation of areas of
wild landscapes with native plants rvas based in such midwestern organizations
as Friends of our Native Landscape and the Prairie Club, and such efforts to
preserve such regionally definitive and biotically pristine landscapes as the
Indiana Dunes. As we have seen, many of the first kue ecologists did their
primary work in the Midwest or the eastern Great Plains. Chicago provided a
regional center for such activities. Henry Cowles, an early field ecologist at the
University of Chicago, was the firsi scientist to study the dunes and to
understand the spatial variations in vegetation on this landscape. He wrote his
monumental study, ''The Ecological Relations of the Vegetation on the Sand
Dunes of Lake Michigan" (1899) and hb regional study of plant communities,
"The Plant Societies of Chicago and Vicinify"(L90l). He was active in the native
landscape preservation circles of the Midwest and a founder of the Wild Flower
Preservation Society. Cowles and lVilhelm Miller offered important testimony
on behalf of the presewation of the Indiana Dunes as a national park in 1915-15.
This effort was orchestrated by ]ens ]ensen. Miller, editor of Gardm Magazine
and, later, an Extension Educator at the University of Illinois, popularized the
notion of Illinois Landscape Types and a "Prairie Style of Landscape Gardening."
Landscape architects |ens ]ensen ald O. C. Simonds were involved in landscape
preservation and the design and making of wild gardens, both public and
private, which included many native plants. Perhaps the most famous of these,
to involve the rescue of native p1ari6 was the Lincoln Memorial Gardens in
Springfield, Illinois (c. 1938), although there were many earlier ones (induding
several that predated Butler's work, such as the well-known American Garden in
Union Park, Chicago, from the 1890's).
6.

CONCLUSIONS
The principal significance of this landscape is, arguably, the pedagogical
presentation of native plants in a public setting. ln all of the contexts outlined
above, this pedagogy was a core notion, and teaching was the central motive in
Butler's work. Whether the Wild Flower Garden is deemed a designed historic
landscape or a vernacular landscape, the questions of its integrity are founded on
its original premises as an educaticnal setting. The garden embodies aesthetic
and purely ecological values, yet its significance rest primarily on its educational
purposes rather than as an aesthedc composition or ecologicaily correct
landscape.

Assuming that this premise were accepted, and if, for example, the question of
alterations to the paths were raised., one might argue for a strict adherence to
Butler's path layout (and specific plant Iocations in relationship to the path and
topography and water) insofar as its apparent pedagogical intention was not
satisfiable with a barrier-free layout. Finer questions of the surface treatrnent of
the paths should address the sustainabiLity of the plants that conftibute to this
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integrity and would be affected by changes. The plants were the heart of the
matter for Butler.
A thorough survey of the original plantings (from the period 1911 - 1933)
compared to the existing plantings rvould figure importantly determing what the
pedagogical intent may have been. In twenty years, of course, Butler must have
changed her own ideas, and plants can be moved. Change is the rule of
landscape and change vitiates integrif. Gardens in general and the Eloise Butler
Wild Flower Garden in particular, however, seem to present a somewhat more
stable situation overa[. Normally plantings in an unmanaged "wild" landscape
canbe expected to b.e affected over eighty years by the successional regimes that
dramatically change the landscape, not only in appearance, but in actual plant
composition. In this case, Butler planted a woodland wild flower garden in an
-oak, maple, basswood, and elm woods, which is a climax condition like that she
would have seen in the Fells. In this landscape, the richness of change in the
garden would be incremental and very subtle as the managed canopy above the
forest floor and middie story species rratured. Hence, successional change is
arguably less volatile than in eariy successional landscapes.
Prepared by Lance M. Neckar ASLA.
Landscape Research
St. PauL Minnesota

for
The Minneapolis Heriiage Preservaiion Commission
Minneapolis, Minnesota
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Appendix 15
Friends of the Wild Flower Garden
Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden Support Projects 1952-2021
Year
2021
2020
2019
2019
2019
2019
2019
2019
2018
2018
2018
2017
2017
2017
2017
2016
2016
2015
2015
2015
2014
2014
2014
2014
2014
2014
2013
2013
2013
2013
2012
2012
2012
2012
2011
2011
2011
2011
2011
2010
2010
2009
2009

project

Amount

Plant Purchaess
Plant purchases
Final costs of boardwalk
Student Transportation Grants
Tree Purchases
Shrub plantings
Guest artist at the Garden
FIPAG support
Boardwalk components
Year three of restoration of prairie and wetland
Student Transportation Grant
Special planting at Shelter
Student Transportation Grant
Year two of restoration of prairie and wetland
Shelter Desk
Garden Backpack Program, FIPAG supplies,
refinish supplies for Shelter table and benches
Student Transportation Grants
Invasive plant removal - prairie & marsh
100 trees in Woodland
Grants, memorials, projects
Bee Survey
Cary George Wetland Project
Student transportatin grants
Minneapolis Audubon
Florilegium event
Children's Backpack Project
Cary George Wetland Project
Weed Wrenches for invasive control
Students transportatin grants
Garden entrance plants
Garden Plants and trees
Student Transportation Grant
Tools and Storage Bin - FIPAG
Conservation Corp MN Buckthorn removal
Cary George Wetland Project
Student Transportation Grant
Volunteer Equipment Storage Shed
Plant purchases
Plant Photo Identification Sheets
Transportation Grant
Tree Purchases
Transportation Grant
Plant purchases
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$1,000
$7,341
$22,114
$2,730
$2,591
$2,474
$550
$813
$50,765
$3,469
$2,040
$400
$2,040
$3,500
$1,424
$355
$2,358
$5,125
$2,042
$710
$3,750
$50,000
$2,816
$500
$300
$300
$25,000
$523
$3,410
$1,652
$7,647
$705
$470
$740
$225
$2,343
$161
$2,645
$620
$152
$3,046
$1,200
$2,869

Year
2008
2007
2007
2006
2005
2005
2004
2002
2001
2001
2000
2000
1999
1998
1998
1998
1997
1997
1997
1995
1995
1995
1994
1993
1993
1993
1992
1991
1991
1990
1990
1990
1989
1989
1988
1988
1988
1986
1985
1986
1985
1984
1983
1983
1982
1982
1981
1981
1980
1980
1979

project
Plant Purchases
Shelter Outside Door
Plant Purchaess
Plant purchases
Fencing at Back Gate - 294 feet
Avery Birding Terrace
Gutters for shelter
Trail Work
Trail Work & Patio area benches
Visitor Guide Printing
Spotting scope and five pair binoculars
Back gate stone work
Gt. Medicine Spring Well
Microwave for shelter
Log Splitter
Two Bike Racks
Rehab Gardener's Shed - materials
Back Gate Fencing
Front Gate fencing and back gate Iron work
Back Gate Construction & Fountain
Nordquist Fountain - see above
Shelter Bookcase
Historical Designation Study
Final - Martha Hellander Research
Prairie extension - fencing
Stone Seats - near Garden pool waterfall
Garden pool dredging
Plants and trees
Wood Stove for Gardener's Shed
Front Gate Stone Work
Bird Bath for Prairie
Martha Hellander Research
Ladder for Shelter Attic
Martha Hellander Research
Reference books for Shelter
Lights for wall display in Shelter
Refrigerator for Shelter- $??
Shelter Alarm & breakin repairs
Plant purchases
Garden census (Delany)
Small Study Grants
Small Study Grants
Small Study Grants
Two Garden benches-amt??
Telephone Answering machine -amt??
Small Study Grants
Small Study Grants
Visitor Guide 2nd printing
Small Study Grants
Visitor Guide Printing
Small Study Grants
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Amount
$6,705
$2,020
$4,250
$2,000
$15,256
$5,504
$2,360
$4,255
$6,300
$7,000
$558
$2,034
$7,935
$75
$947
$578
$2,400
$3,649
$8,282
$11,289
$225
$684
$108
$3,695
$1,204
$2,000
$700
$599
$9,680
$632
$3,400
$100
$870
$200
$253
$1,325
$1,000
$1,000
$1,985
$1,950
$1,975

$1,620
$2,230
$2,500
$1,500
$2,000
$950

Year
1978
1977
1977
1976
1976
1975
1975
1974
1974
1974
1974
1973
1973
1972
1971
1970
1968
1967
1966
1965
1964
1963
1962
1961
1960
1959
1958
1957
1956
1955

project
Two Captains Chairs for shelter - amt??
Fans for fireplace
Log Splitter $???
Dutch Elm tree inoculation
Electric Starter & Jack for tractor
Front Iron Gate, front steps handrail
New path from gate to shelter
Shelter Display Case Lights
Tape Deck - replace stolen
Shelter Fireplace Doors
Chain Saw - amount ???
Reconcilliation 1952 to 1973
Restroom Construction materials amount ????
Gravely Garden Tractor
Memorial Fountain for Bernice Witt $???
Martha Crone Shelter
To Park Board
To Park Board
To Park Board
To Park Board
To Park Board
To Park Board
To Park Board
To Park Board
To Park Board
To Park Board
To Park Board
To Park Board
To Park Board
To Park Board
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Amount
$100
$1,000
$207
$2,000
$0
$361
$130
$600
$550
$800
$25,169
$500
$500
$500
$500
$500
$500
$500
$500
$500
$500
$500
$500
$500
$500
$400,614

Appendix 16
Friends Membership Roster
This roster of 1,547 names is not a complete list of all members and former members of the
Friends, but contains as many names as could be found. The main sources of names are the
new member listings in the issues of the Friends newsletter, The Fringed Gentian™,
membership rosters, and database files of recent history. Unfortunately none but the last
are without problems.
From 1953 until 1966, the Friends did not publish new member names in the newsletter
or in any other known way. After 1966 some presidents and newsletter editors elected not
to publish names for a few years. A membership index card file was used from 1975 until
2009, which fortunately covered the years 1978 to 1986 when names were not published.
For years prior to 1966 the only source of names were those serving on Friends Boards of
Directors and committees or happened to be mentioned in various documents. The
names of those pre-1966 persons so found, are listed. Printed rosters when available would
be most accurate, but the only rosters archived are those from 1990 through 2009, after
which the Board decided not to publish rosters. In 2010 a spreadsheet database came into
use which leaves the last 12 years of this roster history as the most accurate. None of these
document sources can be considered foolproof as human error always comes into play names forgotten on the published lists or record cards deleted from the card file when a
membership was dropped. The most recent the records are the most accurate.
There are several notations in the list which need explanation:
During the card file era some names show up on the printed rosters but are missing from
the card file, therefore the membership date is given as before a certain year expressed as
<1990 for example. A number of gift memberships were given over the years and in most
cases, were not renewed beyond the gift year. Those names have (gift) following the name.
Some names appear multiple times. This occurs when a person ceases membership but
rejoins in a later year. A special case of the repeated name listing concerns the Life
members. Many times members upgrade to Life status after a period of time. The word
“Life” after the name are such persons with the date being the year of upgrade. When only
one entry is listed with “Life” following the name, that person joined as a Life member. In
a few cases Life membership was gifted to the person and that is so noted.
No attempt has been made to indicate how long each person remained a member. Except
for the names of the 189 current non-courtesy members, that time frame would be
impossible to construct. No courtesy or honorary membership names are included on this
list. The year date is the first year of membership.
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Friends Membership Roster 1952-2021
Abbott, Elizabeth
Abbott, Fran
Adair, Mary
Adams, Carla
Adams, Cuyler Mr & Mrs
Adamson, Edwin Mr & Mrs
Addicks, Mark (Life - gift)
Adelsheim, Maurice Sr. Mrs
Adler, Natalie & Stanley
Ahrens, Donna
Aide, Lee George
Ainsworth, Elizabeth
Ainsworth, Sue
Ajax, Thomas
Albrecht, Donna
Albrecht, Nancy
Alden, Ada & Donald
Alecci, Douglas
Allen, Edgar Mrs
Allen, Nona Butler
Allison, Ione
Allison, Nancy
Almquist, Sandy
Alverson, Emily (Life)
Ambler, Robert
Amis, Allan & Gina
Amis, Ginna & Allan
Amundson, Ester
Anderegg, Alfred & Lyla
Anderhagen, Anna (gift)
Anderson, Avis & Arvid
Anderson, Becky
Anderson, Bruce
Anderson, Dale Mr & Mrs
Anderson, Edmund Mr & Mrs
Anderson, Elizabeth
Anderson, Elmer L. Mr & Mrs
Anderson, Emily
Anderson, Farrand
Anderson, Janet I
Anderson, Janet K
Anderson, Jean
Anderson, Kristin (gift)
Anderson, Laurel
Anderson, Leah
Anderson, Lorraine
Anderson, Madelon
Anderson, Marcia
Anderson, Martha & Renner
Anderson, Melissa (gift)
Anderson, Michael
Anderson, Penelope
Anderson, Phil
Anderson, Romy
Anderson, Susan
Anderson, Tom
Andren, Marion

1974
1987
1999
1995
1975
1970
2014
1970
1982
2005
2007
1987
2007
1989
1990
1998
1984
1993
1970
1992
1987
<1990
2019
2014
2019
1998
1999
1967
2006
2008
2010
2016
1995
1974
1976
1998
1970
2005
2017
2020
2018
1993
2008
2002
1989
1999
<1990
1994
1991
2015
2011
2012
2005
2011
1992
2020
<1990

Andressen, Jan
Andrus, John III Mrs
Angerhofer, Cindy
Ankeny, John & Virginia
Anton, Lucille
Arey, Stuart Dr & Mrs
Armstring, Chris
Armstrong, Dorothy
Armstrong, Linda & Bill
Arneson, Nancy
Arthur, Mary Kay
Asher, Frederick & Catherine
Avery, Ken & Muriel
Avery, Stephanie
Ayres, Lane
Azzam, Nancy
Bachman, Marguerite
Backacres Garden Club of New Hope
Baker, Alice
Baker, C. Carmak & Patricia
Baker, M. H.
Baker, Rich
Baker, Rosalyn & Michael
Baker, Zachary
Baldwin, Cathie
Baldwin, Dan (gift)
Barankovich, Valerie
Bardwell, Carrie
Barker, Inez
Barkley, Carol
Barks, Nancy (gift)
Barrick, Candace
Bartell, Megan
Bartholomew, Richard
Bartol, Candy
Bartol, Colin
Bartol, Colin (Life)
Bartsch, Julie (Life)
Bartz-Lavoie, Connie
Bartz, Mike (gift)
Bassett, N. Staples Mrs
Batterall, Roger
Bauer, Valerie
Bauman, Ward
Baynton, Charles & Anne
Beane, Ann
Beane, Ann
Beaubaire, Helen & Glen
Beaudry, Joyce
Bebeau, Gary
Bebeau, Gary (Life)
Bedford, Annie
Beers, Scott
BeHane, Michael
Beim, David (Life - gift)
Beim, Raymond & Moana
Beim, Wm. Mr & Mrs
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1995
1970
2010
1992
2005
1975
1992
2005
1996
2014
2005
2017
1961
1997
2008
1998
1973
2005
1969
1989
1973
2016
1975
2006
1992
2015
1993
1987
1970
2009
2019
1992
2000
1993
2014
2015
2020
2021
1987
2011
1976
2013
2013
2016
2020
2017
2020
2007
2015
1987
2012
1997
2011
1993
2009
1975
1975

Friends Membership Roster 1952-2021
Beimborn, Donald
Beitz, Toni
Bell, Eugene
Bell, John
Bell, Judith
Bellairs, Judy
Belle, Carolyn (gift)
Beltt, Glen & Susan
Benavides, Geri
Benetson, Jeff
Benjamin, Alice
Bennett, Miriam
Bennett, Russell H.
Bennyhoff, B. Faith
Benson, Ardrea
Benson, J. Steven
Benson, Kris (gift)
Benson, Natalie
Benson, Sophia
Berg, Cindy
Berg, Doris
Berg, Margit
Bergquist, M. L. Mr & Mrs
Bergstedt, Connie & Marty
Bergstrom, H. E. Mr & Mrs
Berman, Gary
Berman, Margit
Berquist, Cindy (gift)
Berry, Gail
Bertelson, Sara (gift)
Berthelsen, Mark (gift)
Bertrand, Loel
Berzak, Joseph
Beste, Carol & William
Betzold, Harriet & Ed
Bialostosky, Ivan & Rachel
Bilewitch, Janelle (gift)
Binder, Dorothy
Birkeland, Celeste
Birse, Peter & Peg
Bissell, Herbert Mrs
Bjerke, Colleen
Bjerke, Nancy
Bjerke, Nancy
Bjork, David
Black, E. Keith
Blakeley, Jacqui
Blaul, James Mr & Mrs
Blohm, Stephanie
Blonigan, Mary
Blood, Bill
Blood, Liz & Bill
Blood, Liz & Bill
Blood, Simba
Bloom, George
Bloom, George
Blumberg, Henry Dr. & Mrs

2009
2019
1996
2017
1992
1987
2011
1998
1989
2015
1971
1969
1952
1992
2016
1990
2017
2016
2016
1981
1989
2008
1976
2006
1974
1993
2000
2010
2002
2006
2014
1994
1987
2009
1989
2019
2008
1952
2020
1984
1973
1995
2000
2019
2015
1990
2012
1975
2017
1990
2006
1997
2020
2001
1992
2019
1996

Bobel, Dennis
Bochnak, Mary
Boehm, Deborah
Bohanon, Peg
Bohn, Sue
Bolger, Andrea (gift)
Bolla, Mary (Life)
Bolz, Roger
Bommentre, Jennifer
Bond, Elizabeth
Boogaard, Gerald
Booth, Barbara
Borg, Hal & Helene
Borgh, Mary E.
Bork, Brittany (gift)
Borman, Clara
Born, Susan
Borst, Rae A.
Bourgerie, Susan
Bowen, Chelsea (gift)
Bowen, Ron & Karen
Bowman, Bob
Bowron, Mrs Bernard
Boyd, Ethel
Boyd, Larren
Boyle, Dana
Brackett, Elizabeth
Bradley, Francis Mr & Mrs
Bradley, Michael
Brandow, W. E. & Ruth
Branhagen, Alan
Branhagen, Alan
Braun, Beatrice
Bray, Bonnie
Breyen, Margery
Brickwedde Levin Family
Bridell, Judy
Bridgman, Betty
Bridgman, Betty
Bridgman, George (Life)
Brin, Ruth
Brink, Maria (Mueller)
Brinkley, Cheryl & David
Brisse, Emily
Brittle, Maria
Brown, David & Sandra
Brown, Earle
Brown, Helen
Brown, James Mr & Mrs
Brown, Mary
Brownrigg, Gerald
Brunelle, Carolyn
Bryan, Elizabeth
Bryn, Denise
Bryn, Denise
Bryngelson, Lawrence Mrs
Bublitz, Vern & Marilyn
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2019
2015
2008
1973
1992
2011
2020
2016
2003
1971
1992
1994
2006
2013
2018
1971
2015
<1990
2018
2017
1992
2019
1961
1966
2009
2021
2018
1970
2011
1977
2018
2019
2000
1992
<1990
2019
2004
1961
1989
2005
1994
1995
1989
2016
2006
1986
1953
1977
1990
2002
2012
2004
1982
2004
2013
1975
1992

Friends Membership Roster 1952-2021
Buchstein, Harold Mrs
Buckbee, John Mr & Mrs
Buckner, Jan & Paula
Budd, Sus
Bunnell, Sharon
Buntrock, Karla
Burchell, Howard Dr & Mrs
Burd, Margareth
Burg, Andrea
Burgess, Gerald Mrs
Burke, Rynn
Burnham, Lucile
Burns, Alton, Mrs
Busch, Donna
Bushyager, Diane
Butler, David
Butler, Dwight
Butler, Melissa
Bystedt, Christi
Cahlander, Adele
Cain, Doug
Callahan, Bob
Campbell, D. D. Mrs
Campbell, Lacey
Campbell, Laurel
Canny, Suzanne
Cappaert, Karon
Capra, Diana
Cardozo, Christopher
Carlson, George & Lois
Carlson, Leah
Carlson, R. G. & Florence
Carney, Richard & Karen
Caros, Lydia
Caros, Lydia (Life)
Carozza, Jenny
Carpenter, Elizabeth
Carr, Carolyn
Carr, Elizabeth
Carr, Elizabeth & Thomas
Carter, Darryl
Carter, Eric
Carter, Melinda
Carufel, Barb
Case, Margaret, (Mrs C.M)
Cashman, Billie
Cesnik, Catherine
Chadborn, Evie
Chadbourn, Evelyn
Chaddick, Lois
Chamberlain, Bruce (gift)
Chamberlain, Edward Mrs
Chamberlain, Jean
Chamberlain, Marcy
Cheung, Philip & Olga
Chowins, Jill & Dick
Christenson, Elaine

1976
1976
2015
2007
2005
<1990
1993
1976
1971
1970
2014
1967
1970
2014
1992
1996
1992
1989
2019
1994
1997
2015
1969
2016
2010
2012
2014
1989
2008
1992
2005
1996
2016
2012
2015
2017
1954
2016
1986
1994
2017
1998
1999
2004
1966
2006
2017
1973
1989
2010
2006
1969
1971
2019
2001
1990
1977

Christian, Chris & Judy
Christiansen, Anne
Christiansen, Sarah
Christianson, Kari
Clarity, Barbara
Clark, Grace
Clay, Kevin
Clover, Faith
Clubb, James Mr & Mrs
Cody, Linda & Bob
Cohn, Naomi
Colby, Crystal
Cole, Sallie
Cole, Sally
Coleman, Barbara Odell
Coleman, J. P. Mrs
Coleman, James & Barbara
Collins, Elizabeth
Collins, Mary Elizabeth
Coltz, Jonathon
Colwell, Felton Mrs
Comfort, Mary Sue
Conger, Nancy
Conklin, Kathleen
Connelly, Kathleen
Connelly, Kathleen (Life)
Coombs, Walter
Corn, Stewart
Cote, Julia
Coulter, Monica
Cowles, John Mrs
Crary, Brad & Christine
Crary, Christine
Crary, Christine
Crawford, F. R. Mr & Mrs
Crerar, Patricia
Crone, Martha
Cronin, Denise & Steve
Crosby, Thomas M. Mrs
Cross, Marion
Cuda, Peggy
Culbertson, Berniece
Culbertson, Berniece
Culley, Kathryn (gift)
Cummins, Carol
Curran, Pauline
Curtis, Gary, Nancy, Tessa, Doug
Curtis, Wilson & Helen
Czapiewski, Susan
Dallam, Lawrence
Daltas, Arthur
Daltas, Hilda, Kay, Ev
Danielson, Daniel Mrs
Dansby, Alicia
Danyo, Kathy (gift)
Darner, Elizabeth
Darst, Wendy
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2019
1977
1992
2016
2007
1969
2008
2013
1987
2007
2014
2010
1989
1986
<1990
1975
2009
1992
1988
2017
1969
1989
2020
2013
1989
2006
1993
2017
1968
2020
1969
2018
1993
2005
1971
1976
1952
1992
1970
1961
2014
1989
1991
2015
2016
1970
2000
<1990
2021
1973
2000
2003
1969
2012
2011
2000
2019

Friends Membership Roster 1952-2021
Dassett, Robert
Davidson, Marie
Davidson, Marie
Davies, Ida & John
Davis, Joy
Davis, Rosemary (gift)
Day, Barb
Dayton, David (life)
Dayton, Donald C
Dayton, George D. Mr & Mrs
Dean, Alexander & Marjorie
Dean, Susan & Jeff
DeFrang, Vaughn & marilyn
Deinard, Lucile
del Plaine, Marilyn
DeLaittre, C. L.
DeLaPointe, Suzanne
Delehanty, Lorraine
Demler, Marie
Dennis, Angela
Derby, Ester
Desnick, Pamela
Deweese, Lynn Mr & Mrs
Dexheimer Pharris, Bill & Maggie
Diamond Lake Acres Garden Club
Dickson, Bernice
Diercks, H. Robert Mr & Mrs
Dietrich, John & Elizabeth
Dillon, Ann
Dockter, Valeria
Docter, Henry
Dodge, Edwin, Mrs
Dolan, Mary
Doroff, Delores
Dorshner, Mary Ann
Dowd, Sandra (gift)
Drake, Elizabeth
Dreier, Annette
Duckstad, Bob
Duckstad, Bob (Life)
Dudycha, James
Duff, Phillip Mrs
Dunne, Jennifer
Duoos, Barbara & Melvin
Duoos, Shirley
Dwinnell, Stanley
Dwyer, Corinne
Dye, Gertrude
Earl, Patricia
Eastman, Whitney
Eddy, Jeanne
Eden Prairie Woman's Club
Edina Brook Garden Club
Eicher, Nancy
Eiden, Peter
Eiler, Ralph, Mrs
Eilers, Cathy

1969
1974
1974
1992
1989
2019
2002
2020
1952
1966
1970
2002
<1990
1969
1997
1969
2004
2000
1978
1969
2002
2018
1973
2014
1967
1974
1976
2019
1987
2019
1991
1970
2019
1990
1995
2019
1992
2016
2001
2007
1974
1953
2016
1986
1987
1969
1993
1969
1998
1961
1991
1991
1976
2019
1997
1975
1989

Ekkers, Edward
Elftmann, Emil
Elliot, Willis
Ellison, Launa
Elsner, Susan (gift)
Elstad, Agnes
Empson, James
Engel, Donna & Ken
Engel, Donna & Ken (Life)
Engel, Harry
Erb, Susan Day
Erdall, Arthur Mrs
Erickson, Diane
Erickson, George Mr & Mrs
Erickson, Pat & Jim (gift)
Erickson, Sally
Erickson, Thomas
Ericsson, Kriste & Kermit
Erkel, Sally
Erstling, Jay
Eschenbacher, Elaine
Eshelman, Carol
Espinosa, Carlos
Estrem, Gretchen
Evans, Dr.Sara
Evans, Lorri & Tom
Evans, Maxilla
Evans, Thea
Fagerstrom, Florence
Fagerstrom, Jean
Fahning, Vendia
Fairfield, Cheryl
Fantin, Anthony (gift)
Faragher, Catherine
Fautsch, Craig & Jackie
Fazio, Dennis
Felbeck, Kristina
Ferguson, Ken & Rebecca
Ferrari, Ellen
Fifield, F. T. Dr and Mrs
Filerman, Jane & Gary (gift)
Fine, Bob
Finken, Jerome
Flaherty, Stephen & Sandra
Flannagan, A. W. Mrs
Flegel, Cheryl
Flugaur, Florence
Fobes, Wm. H. Mrs
Follock, S. K. Mrs
Forare, Sandy
Ford, Carol
Ford, Mary
Forkner, Rosalee
Fournier, Richard & Katharine
Fox, William & Jane
Francis, Martha
Frank, A. J. Mr & Mrs
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2015
1982
1974
1997
2007
1952
2000
2011
2014
1989
1987
1969
1984
1990
2006
1992
2017
2020
1971
2017
2007
1997
2017
1992
1999
2006
1999
2019
1992
1981
2009
1993
2020
1968
2014
1995
2011
2012
2017
1969
2008
2006
1974
2005
1973
2005
1992
1969
1969
1991
1993
1989
2002
1997
1993
1988
1971

Friends Membership Roster 1952-2021
Frank, Mary
Frankel, Georgina
Fredin, Tracy
Freivalds, Margo
Fried, Arlene
Fritschel, Linda
Fritschel, Linda
From, Marvin
Froyum, Dustin
Fuller, Charles
Fulton, James
Funk, Jane
Furnberg, Catherine
Fust, Judith
Futcher, J. S. (Life)
Futcher, J. S. Mr & Mrs
Gallagher, Sheryl (gift)
Galley, Karen Eastman
Garland, Nancy & Jack
Garnaas, Helen
Gasiorowicz, Hilda
Gasterland, Barb
Gaut, Greg
Gedorch, Blanche
Geise, Brenda
Genovese, Liz
Genovese, Robert & Elizabeth
George, Cary & Janet
George, Cary & Janet
George, Cary & Janet (Life gift)
George, Elizabeth
George, Penny (gift)
Geotz, James Mrs
Gepp, Christine (gift)
Gershone, Jerrold
Gershone, Jerrold
Gershone, Jerrold
Gershone, Jerrold
Gervais, Charlotte
Gilbert, Dale & Margo
Gilbertson, LaVonne
Gillette, Leslie
Glaman, Gertrude
Godfrey, Ann & Tracy
Golden, Jean
Golden, Michelle
Goldman, Jennifer
Goodman, Elizabeth
Goodman, Lisa
Goodrich, Grace
Gordon, Jennie
Gorham, Dr. Eville & Ada
Gorton, Anne (gift)
Gottschalk, Lori & Steve
Graham, Teresa
Gralnek, Melinda (gift)
Gravitz, Larry & Ina

1996
2018
2018
1998
2005
1999
2012
1969
2014
1968
2015
2010
2018
1999
2022
1970
2009
1961
2007
1977
2000
2018
2018
1990
1989
2007
2017
1987
1992
2009
1971
2007
1971
2007
2010
2016
2019
<1990
2008
1989
1988
2010
1999
1993
1995
2017
1998
<1987
2015
1992
1993
1985
2007
2000
1992
2006
2001

Gray, Sarah
Green, W. A. Mrs
Greenfield, Irving Mr & Mrs
Greenwald-Davis, Barbara
Gregor, John
Gregory, William Stanley
Gresser-Pitch, Gail
Gresser-Pitsch, Gail (Life)
Gresser, Karol
Gresser, Karol (Life)
Grew, Edward
Grew, Priscilla
Griffith, Marion
Grimes, Dr. Marian
Gripp, Margaret
Gross, David
Gross, Seymour
Grove, Jandra
Grow, Priscilla
Gulden, Judith (gift)
Gulden, Judith (gift)
Gulstad, Dean
Gunderson, Keith
Gunderson, Keith
Gusek, Walter & Virginia
Gustafson, Denise
Gustafson, Kathy
Gutteridge, Frances
Guzowski, Mary
Haas, Wendy (gift)
Habermann, Mike (gift)
Haeussler, Theo Mrs
Hafermann, Todd & Heidi (gift)
Hagberg, Janet
Hagberg/Peak Family (gift)
Hagen, Gladys
Hagen, Kia John
Haines, Heidi & Jeff
Haines, Janice
Haines, Janice (gift)
Halac, Joseph Mrs
Haldeman, Jill
Haldeman, Joan
Haldeman, John & Jill
Haldeman, John & Joan
Hale, Lloyd
Hall, Barbara
Halsey, Rence
Hamilton, Holly
Hammer, Katie
Hamre, Drew
Hanitch, Catherine
Hankey, Benjamin (gift)
Hanle, Rita
Hannon, J. Emmet
Hansen, Lars & Melissa
Hansen, Rebekah (gift)
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2004
1974
<1990
2016
1998
<1990
1999
2005
1967
1999
1992
<1990
1970
1971
1966
1971
1989
1995
1989
2004
2007
2016
2002
2007
1988
2013
2009
1970
2019
2008
2006
1971
2006
1976
2006
<1990
1989
1997
2012
2017
1966
1975
2021
1975
1981
1961
2015
2003
2018
1987
2018
1971
2018
<1990
1968
2006
2011

Friends Membership Roster 1952-2021
Hanson, Amy
Hanson, Isaac
Hanson, Jamie
Hanson, John
Hanson, Ryan
Hanson, Susan
Hanson, Walt & Deanna (gift)
Harbison, Marguerite
Harding, Bob
Harkin, Patricia
Harle, Richard &Devon
Harpole, Jim
Harrington, Mary
Harrington, Wanella
Harris, Charlotte
Harris, David
Harris, James
Harris, Mary Kay
Harrison, Catherine
Hartfiel, Helen
Hartman, Erin
Hartwell, David
Hartwell, Lucy
Harvey, Stephen
Hase, L. A. Mrs
Hasty, Dan
Hathaway, Dan
Hatton, John & Amanda
Hauge, Betty
Hawker, Sylvia
Hawkins, Ruth
Hawn, Liz & Van
Hay, William Mr & Mrs
Hayman, Jean
Hayman, Kristin
Headley, Sara
Heaton, Jane
Hedrick, George & Harriet
Hegel, Claudette
Hegg, Chris & Anne
Hellander (Pung), Nancy
Hellander, Martha
Hellander, Martha (Life-gift)
Hendrickson, Barbara
Henning, Mary Jo
Hentges, Jean
Hepp, Kate (gift)
Herzberg, Jean
Herzog, Rose
Hesby, Amy
Higgins, Melissa
Higgley, Nancy
Higueros-Canny, Maria
Hill, Bradley
Hill, Daniel & Joanne
Hill, Roberta
Hiller, Renate (gift)

2014
2013
2014
2012
2017
1992
2004
1993
1999
1999
2015
1995
2001
1998
2006
2016
2010
2012
2015
1988
2017
2018
2016
2012
1970
1999
2017
1992
1996
<1982
1969
2018
1971
1999
2016
1987
2007
<1990
2000
2018
1995
1987
1997
2019
1989
2004
2011
2003
1971
1997
2012
1997
2012
<1990
2008
1992
2015

Hillman, Thomas
Hillmeyer, Patricia
Hindchcliffe, Ellen
Hinderager, Paul
Hinderager, Paul (Life)
Hindin, Michael
Hoffert, Henry Dr & Mrs
Hoffman, Deborah
Hoffmann, Nivya
Hoffmeyer, T. A. Mrs
Hollinshead, Farla
Holman, Lynne
Holman, Lynne
Holmquist, Karla
Holmquist, Karla
Holten, C. O. Mrs
Holtkamp, Sandra
Holum, Mike
Hommeyer, Paul Mrs
Homzik, Betty
Homzik, Lynn
Honebrink, Julie
Hooper, Bruce Mr & Mrs
Hopkins Family
Hopkins, Deanna & Walt (gift)
Hopkins, George, Mrs
Hopkins, Kathy & Carl
Hornig, Penelope
Hoyhtya, Annette
Huber, Harding
Huebner, Marjorie
Hughes, Wendy
Hughes, Wendy
Huhn, Linda (life)
Hull, Jamie
Humphrey, Constance
Huschen, Mary
Huser, Gordon
Huser, Gordon (Life)
Husting, Kathleen
Husting, Lauren
Ice, Jonathan & Karla
Ilse, Heather, Jeff & Ethan
Indelicato, Mary & Art
Ireland, Mary
Isaacs, Florence
Isaacs, Mona
Iverson, Kathryn
Jacobsen, Kathy
Jakse, Karen & Bob
James, William Mr & Mrs
Jaquith, George
Jarvis, Bruce & Alison
Jefferies, Anne
Jensen, Barbara & Dean
Jensen, Elizabeth
Jensen, Karol
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1990
1990
1994
2003
2010
1995
1976
1997
2014
1971
1987
1976
2009
1987
1989
1971
1988
2013
1969
1993
1993
2019
1971
2010
2010
1968
2019
2015
1984
1970
1989
2008
2012
2019
2003
1970
1997
2015
2019
2019
2014
1991
2011
1997
2010
1974
2004
1992
2015
1995
1967
1997
2017
2010
1995
1986
1996

Friends Membership Roster 1952-2021
Jerabek, Henry
Jeremiason, Cordella & Lynn
Johnson, Blanche
Johnson, Cindy
Johnson, Dale & Particia
Johnson, Donald
Johnson, Ellen
Johnson, Elsie
Johnson, Emberly
Johnson, Gary
Johnson, Jean
Johnson, Karen
Johnson, Kathy
Johnson, Kathy (Life)
Johnson, Lyle & Corky
Johnson, Marion
Johnson, Randy
Johnson, Troy
Johnson, Warren & Lorraine
Johnson, Winifred
Jones, Bruce
Jones, Dan
Jones, Dorothy May
Jones, Frank Mrs
Jones, Janet
Jones, Judy Yaeger
Jones, Kathleen (Life)
Jones, Nancy
Jordan, Carol
Jorgenson, Gerald
Joselyn, Gary (Edwin) & Yleen
Juillerat, Martha
Julius, Kathy
Kain, Richard Mrs
Karl, Matt
Keeler, James Mrs
Kellar, Henry
Kelley & Kelley, Inc
Kennedy-Harper, Molly (Life)
Kennedy, Laura
Kennedy, Pat McNair
Kerr, Betsy
Kerr, Mairead
Kessen, Ann
Keyes, Debbie
Kichne, Jim
Kiehne, Jim
Kieu, Stephan
Kight, Patricia
King, Olga
Kinkead, John Mrs
Kirchell, Richard Mrs
Kirkhorn, Steve
Klein, Jeffery
Kleven, Kari Marie
Knauss, Margaret
Knowles, Faith

1988
<1982
1966
2006
1991
1987
2015
1970
2016
1974
2015
2011
2018
2020
1996
1999
1976
2017
2006
1977
1989
2008
1984
1971
2015
1992
2016
2008
2015
2004
1966
1997
2006
1971
2002
1975
1967
1966
2009
2019
1992
2021
2017
1987
2002
1999
2012
2009
2017
1969
1971
1987
1990
1991
2003
1992
2011

Koehler, Charles
Koelz, Ti & Linda
Kokesh, Rosemary
Komanecky, George Mr & Mrs
Koolick, Roger
Kornharber, Susan
Korsmo, Erin (gift)
Kraemer, Katherine
Krall, Susan
Krause, Judith & David
Krause, Margaret
Kreibich (Rheault), Willow
Krieger, Carol
Kriel, Robert Mr & Mrs
Kroeck, Claudia & Tom (gift)
Kroening, Cynthia
Krofta, Janet
Krown, Jonathan
Kuchera, Jan
Kuehl, Rhonda
Kuhlman, Vicki
Kuntz, C. A. Mrs
Kurtz, Elmer
Kuschel, Kevin (Life)
Kvasnik, Michealyn
Kydd, Emma Jean & Arthur
La Belle, Dan & Vi
La Belle, Dan & Vi (Life)
LaBelle, Leilani
Lafferty, Evelyn
Lagaard, Mary & Scott
Lake Minnetonka Garden Club
Lamb, Eleanor
Lander, Benjamin & Stephen
Landgren, Cheryl
Landkamer, Jeanne
Lang, Gwyn & Craig
Lang, John
Lang, Sylvia
Langeberg, Angela
Langland, Harold Mrs
Lanning, Louann
Lantz, Mark & Barb
Larose-Ransom, Adriana & Eric
Larson-albers, Catherine
Larson, David
Larson, Doris
Larson, Janet Rohlf
Larson, Joyce
Larson, Karen
Larson, Kristen
Larson, Len & Glenda
Larson, Leonard (gift)
Larson, Wendy
Laub, Mark (gift)
Lauer, Susan
Lauer, Susanne & Tim
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1966
1992
1993
1976
1990
2015
2018
2003
1994
2009
<1990
2010
1988
1970
2006
2000
2008
1996
1994
2000
1996
1975
1973
1992
2004
1993
1987
2018
2014
1971
2020
1989
1992
2011
1999
1994
1998
1991
2014
2007
1971
2017
1991
2005
1984
1984
1981
1993
1992
1999
2003
2009
2015
1990
2020
2014
2019

Friends Membership Roster 1952-2021
Layton, Pamela
Lazear, Wendy (gift)
Leach, Stowell & Helen
Leas, Monica & Roger
Lebebuhr, Mark
Leblanc, Mark (gift)
Lecker, Greg
Leclerc, Kay & Larry
Leddy, Lillian
LeDuc, Annette
Lee, Jeff
Lee, Kristi
Lee, Nate
Leech, Strowell, Mr. & Mrs.
Lehnert, Walter E
Leiter, Sheila
Leiter, Sheila (Life)
Leitzke, Julia
Lenaburg Fay & Keith
Lerman, Mary Maguire (gift)
Leuthold, Kurt (Life - gift)
Levine, Sandra (gift)
Levy Haskell, Susan
Lewis, Sally
Lewis, Ward Mr & Mrs
Libby, David & Mary
Lien, Boyd
Lillestrand, Dorathea
Linbeck, James
Lincoln, Jane
Lindahl, Tammy
Linden, Mary Elaine
Lindh, Ruth
Lindner, Gordon
Lindstadt, Paul Mr & Mrs
Link, Mike
Lipschultz, Dr. Martin & Marilyn
Lipschultz, Ellen
Lipschultz, Martin
Livingston, H. H.
Locken, Lisa
Lockwood, Maude
Lofgren, Elizabeth & Lyle
Lohman, William
Long, Martha
Longfellow, Ann
Lonnroth, Emma-Christin
Lorbiecki, Marybeth
Lott, Frederick, Mr & Mrs
Loughland, Sandra
Lowry, Goodrich & Louise
Lucas, Mary Ellen
Lucille, Anton
Luckow, Anna
Ludcke, Jessie
Ludden, Nancy
Lund, Sue

2019
2006
1969
<1990
2018
2013
1995
2001
1966
1993
2002
1999
2005
<1990
1960
2007
2009
1999
2003
2011
2012
2011
2011
2017
1975
1990
1966
2004
2019
2002
1997
2014
2019
1974
1967
1973
1990
1990
2015
1969
1997
1973
2009
1987
1996
1997
2011
<1990
<1990
1970
1967
1971
2005
2019
1964
2004
2004

Lundblad, Alice
Lundquist, Barbara
Lussenhop, Juanita & Roy
Lutter, Judy
Lyle, Orcena
Lynch, Jack
Lynch, Jess
MacDonald, Frank, Dr & Mrs
Maciejny, John
Mack, Kathryn
Mack, Kathryn Anne
Mack, Michael
Mackenroth, Annette
MacMillan, Ken & Diane
MacPhail, Robert Mrs
Madlon-Kay, Richard & Diane
Magoffin, Frances
Mahoney, Myrtle
Maier, Muriel
Mancl, Jeffrey
Mandel, Andre
Mangan, Gayle
Mann, Michael
Mansfield, Chris
Mariette, Anna
Marks, D'Arlyn
Markusen, Lockie
Marshall, Marcia
Martfeldt, John & Linda
Martin, Alice
Martin, Pixie
Martin, Robert
Marvin, Gary
Mason, Michael
Mason, Michael & Jamie (gift)
Mason, Vivian
Massie, James Mrs
Mataya, David & Marybeth
Mather, Blanche
Mathiason, Leonard & Rose Ann
Mathison, Mary Lou
Matters, Virginia
Matthees, Ed
May, Cheri
May, Cheri Desmond
Maynard, Hugh
Maynard, Meleah
Maynor, Gibbs & Tina
McCall, Karen
McCall, Karen
McCall, Karen
McCellan, Carla & John
McCloud, C. N. Dr & Mrs
McCollor, Sylvia
McCormack, Ordie
McDonald, Jeremy
McDowell, Marta
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2006
1971
1994
2015
<1990
1993
1989
1970
1993
<1982
2001
2006
1993
<1990
1971
1995
1993
1969
1993
1998
1975
1993
1994
2016
<1966
1994
1992
2011
1996
1961
2017
1992
1975
2003
2008
1999
1969
1992
1966
1995
1990
1974
1993
1992
2005
1994
2012
2005
2010
2014
2019
2019
1973
1999
1990
2000
2015

Friends Membership Roster 1952-2021
McElory, Marion
McGee, David
McGee, Mary
McGee, Paul Mrs
McGrane, Patrick
McGuire, Graham Mrs
McIntire Edna
McKenzie, Lucia Butler
McKim, Judy (Life)
McKim, Judy and Jim
McKnight, Deborah
McLaughlin, David & Ester
McLaughlin, Scott
McMahan, Donald
McNerney, Betsy
McNerney, Betsy (Life)
McNerney, Natalie (Life-gift)
McNurlen, Marion
McQueen, Heather
Meech, Robert
Meents, Amanda
Melchior, Mary
Meltzer, Ijan R
Meltzer, Todd
Menzel, Mike
Menzel, Mrs. Walter
Mercer, Tammy
Mesken (Rybak), Lorraine
Meyer, Heidi
Meyer, Mary Ann
Meyers, Clifford & Florence
Michalec, Joanne
Michaud, Peter
Mielke, Paul
Mikulay, Rapha (gift)
Miller, Barbara
Miller, Charles & Laura
Miller, Charles & Laura
Miller, Charles & Laura
Miller, Dan
Miller, Dan
Miller, Don & Elsie
Miller, Edy & Roger
Miller, Elsie
Miller, Gloria & Lon
Miller, Kathy
Miller, Lyle Mr & Mrs
Miller, Peter
Miller, Rita
Miller, Rosalyn
Milligan, Barbara
Miner, Andrew & Betty
Minikus, David & Nancy
Minish, Robert & Maureen
Minneapolis Audubon Society
Minneapolis Bird Club
Minnesota River Vally Audubon Club

1993
2004
2001
1971
1991
1966
1970
1993
2008
2004
1998
2015
2016
1993
2012
2017
2016
2008
2019
1966
2019
1991
1996
2004
1992
1972
2008
2002
2011
1992
1984
2006
2014
2017
2014
1992
2011
2012
2019
1991
2005
1967
2001
<2000
1983
2004
1971
1991
2016
<1990
1998
1984
1992
1976
1991
1969
1970

Minnetonka Garden Club
Mitchell, Janet
Mithun, Jacqueline
Mitteldorf, Marquerite
Mockford, Gladys
Modracle, Leslie
Modrynski, Patricia
Moe, David & JoAnn
Moewes, Chris
Momont, Joyce & Phillip
Monson, Loxie
Moreland, Doris
Morgan, Judy
Morgon, Jane
Morgon, Judy (Life)
Morison, Patricia
Morning Sky Greenery
Morrison, Angus Mrs
Morrow, Anne
Mortensen, Ilse
Mosberg, Preben
Mosborg Preben & Gwendolyn
Mosborg Preben & Gwendolyn
Moss, Margaret
Motlong, Barbara
Mrachek, Melissa (gift)
Mueller, Ann
Mueller, Cynthia & Steven (gift)
Mueller, Maria
Munger, John
Munson, Beverly
Murphy, Beth
Murphy, Beth (gift)
Murphy, Charles
Murray, Thomas
Murtfeldt, John Mr & Mrs
Musich, Stephanie
Nagle, Terrance & Barbara
Narayan, Suzanne
Naylon, Mike
Naylor, William
Neff, Marsha
Negri, Richard Mrs
Neils, Henry J. Mr & Mrs
Nelson, Hubert
Nelson, Hubert (Life)
Nelson, Jeffery
Nelson, Judith
Nelson, Lisa (gift)
Nelson, Molly
Nelson, R. A. Mrs
Nelson, Thea
Nelson, Vernon
Nettleton Sarah
Nevin, Donald & Susanne
Newberry, Diane
Newman, Courtland Mr & Mrs
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2017
1970
1984
<1990
<1990
1995
2009
1993
2007
1999
2004
1966
2011
1991
2013
2015
1994
1969
2016
2012
1967
2003
2009
2010
1994
2006
2004
2016
<1990
2012
2014
2004
2007
2002
2018
1974
2018
2013
1987
2015
2015
2018
1971
1969
1998
2005
1996
2010
2015
2011
1968
2004
1992
2014
1995
2017
1968

Friends Membership Roster 1952-2021
Newman, Donald J. S. Mrs
Newsome, Pamela
Newton, Nancy
Nichols, Jeremy
Niemi, Ronnie
Nigggley, Nancy
Niggley, Patsy
Nordquist, Daniel
Norgaard, Debbie
Norman, Sandra
Norris, Bev & Don
Norton, Henry Sr. Mrs
Novak, Lisa
Novak, Shandalee
Novotny, Jim & Sarah
Nunemaker, Sandra
Nye, Barbara
Nye, Russell
Nygaard, Barbara
Nygaard, Jeff
Nygaard, Mary
Nyhammer, Sue
O'Connell, Barbara (gift)
O'Connor, Jean & Greg
O'Connor, Nancy
O'Donnell, Joe
O'Leary, Janet
O'Malley, Valentine
Odell, Allan Mr & Mrs
Odell, Clinton
Odell, Clinton B & Carol
Odell, Leonard C. Mr & Mrs
Ogren, Lynn
Okie, Richardson Mrs
Okrent, Alice (gift)
Oleson, Dorothy
Olfe, Janet
Oliver, Frances
Olsen, Robbie
Olseth, Cheryl
Olson, Annie
Olson, Darlene
Olson, Jennifer
Olson, Jennifer -shoreview
Olson, Jennifer (Life)
Olson, John & Mary Ellen
Olson, Laurent Mrs
Olson, Mildred
Olson, Rebecca
Olson, Robbie
Ordner, Catherine
Osier, Marylea
Oss, Kathleen
Ossander, F. J. Mrs
Overby, Amy
Owens-Pike, Douglas & Suzanne
Paisansinsup, Tawatchai

1966
1986
1971
1981
2010
1987
1992
1992
2000
1993
2006
1970
2019
1987
2008
1971
1993
1960
2005
1989
1990
2014
2017
1999
1993
2006
1977
1992
<1960
1952
2002
1960
1994
1969
2012
1974
2014
1966
1992
2000
2009
2006
2006
2018
2018
2006
1976
1970
1991
1992
1982
1997
2014
1969
2013
1989
2017

Palmer, Marti
Palmer, Mervyn & Edith
PanLener, Marie & Robin
Panzram, Violet
Panzram, Violet
Pappas, Bruce & Mary Jane
Patterson, Joanne
Paulson, David Mr & Mrs
Paulson, Mary
Pawlcyn, Mary
Pawlcyn, Mary (life)
Pawlcyn, Stephen Mr & Mrs
Paymar, Lanie
Payne, Suzanne & William
Peabody, Miranda
Peacock, Hugh & Rosemary
Pearson, Andrea
Peckham, Ellen
Pederson, Becki (gift)
Pederson, Diane
Pederson, Diane
Pederson, Sylvia & Dennis
Peet, Richard
Pekela, Steve & Mary
Pelini, Paige
Peller, Silas & Eidth
Pelner, Jack & Connie
Peluso, Patricia (gift)
Pendergast, Jackie
Penney, Polly
Pennock, George Mrs
Penny, Polly
Peper, Martin & Claire
Pepin, Constance
Pepin, Hannah (Life-gift)
Pepper-Pew, Marion (gift)
Pererson David
Perkins, Polly
Peteron, Thomas
Peters, John Mrs
Peterson, George Mrs
Peterson, John (gift)
Peterson, Marvelous
Petitclair, Marjorie
Peyton, Thomas
Pfaff, Paula
Pfister, Darlene
Phillips, Ray
Pickering, Kristin
Pieper, Karol
Pike, John Mr & Mrs
Pine, Nicola
Pine, Nicola
Pinkham, S. F.
Pitsch, Larry
Pitsch, Larry (Life)
Plant, Mary & Frank
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Plesofsky, Nora
Ploetz, Patty
Plummer, Dean & Margaret
Poehler, C. Davis Mrs
Pollock, Kathryn (gift)
Polzin, Jodi & David
Pomeroy, Liz
Poquette, Trudi
Port, Mary Jean (gift)
Powers, Cynthia & Kent
Powers, Donna
Powers, Stuart
Pratt, Pat & Greg
Pratt, Walter & Harriet
Preble, Robin (Life)
Preus, Wilhelm Mrs
Price, Caroline
Price, Susan
Priest, Robert Dr. & Mrs
Proctor, Jim
Prosser, Edmund
Puckett, Sandra
Puhl, Jim & Shirley
Puhl, Liz
Pundt, Nathan
Pundt, Sally & Steve
Pundt, Sally & Steve (Life)
Purrington, Jeanice
Puzak, George Mr & Mrs
Qualey, Marsha
Quinn, John & Carol
Quinn, John & Carol
Quinn, Natalie
Quinn, Natalie
Rafats, Diane
Rambert, Leonard F.
Rames, Barbara
Ramson, Rebecca
Randall, C. P. Mrs
Rask, Mark
Reckdahl, Katy
Rectangle Designs
Reed, A. Lachlan
Reed, Elizabeth
Refsland, John Mrs
Rehm, Natalie & William
Reid, Frances
Reindl, Diane & Dean
Reiss, Donald
Reiss, Mary
Rejto, Margaaret & Peter
Remington, Judy
Retzer, Rylee
Reuther, Cindy
Rheault, Willow
Richardson, Herbert (Priscilla)
Richfield, David

2017
1993
2011
1969
2007
1989
1983
2015
2019
1971
1991
2009
1995
2008
2010
1975
1979
1997
1971
2004
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2019
2006
2005
2007
1992
2014
1984
1993
2020
1994
2017
1994
1997
1989
1952
1974
2008
1973
2007
1995
2014
1969
1967
1966
2012
1992
1995
1988
<1990
1997
2004
2015
<1990
2008
1970
1992

Ricketts, Ronald
Riekki, Sandra
Riekki, Sandra
Riley, Neil Mrs
Robinson, Gary Mr & Mrs
Robinson, J. H. Mr & Mrs
Robinson, Patricia Odell
Robinson, Robert
Rockwell, Binky & Win (Life)
Roddy, Elizabeth
Rogers, R. F
Rohlfing, Frederick III & Marilyn
Rolland, Lucy
Rome, Catherine (gift)
Roper-Batker, John & Lee
Rose, Don
Rose, Nancy
Rotsch, Christine (gift)
Rottenberg, David & Shelly
Rottenberg, Rochelle
Roy, Betty & Doug
Rubin, Ann
Rudberg, Kaye
Ruehl, Philip
Ruiz, Chris
Rustad, Carol
Rustad, Rachel
Rutter, Jeff (gift)
Ryan, Amy
Ryhti, Alice
Sabaka, Richard
Saefke, Lester
Saksena, Marian
Sampson, Carolyn
Sampson, Carolyn (Life)
Samson, Patricia
Samuels, Mary
Sand, Johana
Sander, Patricia (Life)
Sandstrom, Donna
Sanflippo, Paul
Savage, Bradley
Savick, Elaine
Savre, Tom
Sawyer, Sally & Tim
Scanlon, DeDe
Schaaf, Vernon
Schaar, Frances, DR
Schade, Barry
Schaefer Family (gift)
Scheider, Erika (gift)
Schenider, Sina
Scherer, Annette
Schifsky, Mary Jo
Schlee, D. G. Mr & Mrs
Schmeeckle, Ruth
Schmidt, Joseph
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Schmidt, Joseph
Schmidt, Robert & Lori
Schmitt, Ruth
Schneider, Sina
Scholer, Roberta
Schroedl, Russell
Schroeer, Will
Schultz, Shirley & Jack
Schultz, Shirley & Jack (Life)
Schultz, Susan
Schupanitz, Liz
Schutt, Elizabeth
Schwie, Kay & Dale
Schwiebert, John
Scofield, Susan
Scott, Donald Mrs
Scott, Timothy
Scott, Tom & Pat
Seaberg, Don & Jeanette
Serafini, Deborah
Serich, Margaret (gift)
Servaty, Orena
Setterberg, Mary Jane
Setterholm, Marjorie
Sewray, Joyce
Shank, Ben
Shannon, Jerald & Lee
Shapiro-Downey, Jeannie
Sheehan, Gladys
Shelstad, Nancy (gift)
Shilling, Steve
Shingler, Bonnie
Shobe, Margaret
Shockley, John & Rebecca
Shorrock, Carol (gift)
Shuttleworth, Jane
Siddiqui, Pat
Siebert, Patricia
Siegel, Samuel & Ione
Silverman, Artice & Morton
Simmons, Mary
Sinclair, Esther & Carl
Singer, Ted & Annie (gift)
Sirkin, Benita
Sisterson, Renee
Sitter, Keven
Skaarshrim, Elvira
Skan, Maryellen
Skonnard, Sue
Skoro, Donald & Allie
Sloey, Karen
Smeby, Joyce
Smith, Barbara & Jim
Smith, Jerome
Smith, June
Smith, Kathy
Smith, Mike & Terese

2017
1991
<1987
1966
2020
1993
2005
1984
1996
1994
2015
1969
1995
1988
2017
1969
1987
2005
1974
1998
2020
2016
2009
1975
1994
1967
1967
2004
1997
2014
1989
1993
1993
<1990
2013
1995
1992
2017
1997
1994
1966
1974
2007
1992
2004
1991
<1990
2015
2004
<1990
2013
1985
2002
1989
1966
2007
1988

Smith, Svea
Smith, Wheeler & Guyla
Smudski, Karen
Snively, Laurie & James
Snow, Michael (Life)
Soder, Kristine
Soderberg, Karen
Solhaug, Hazel
Solomonson, Katherine
Sorenson, Cynthia
Sorflaten, Carol
Sorflaten, Muriel
Spaeth, Peggy
Spear, Sharon
Speidel, Dottie
Spencer, Dean
Spencer, Dean
Spieker, Diane
Spinosa, Ronald
St. Ansgar Garden Club
St. Paul Garden Club
Stachnik, Martin
Stack, David
Stack, David
Stanchfield, Shelly
Stanley, Evelyn
Stanley, Mary
Stark, T. E. Mrs
Starr, Jeanette
Stebelton, Martha
Steele, Wendy
Steinbicker, Mary (Life)
Steinbicker, Mary & Bill
Steiner, G. R. Mrs
Stenberg, Joan
Stennes, Kathryn
Sterling, Denise & Steve
Stevning, Harold Mrs
Stiller, Paul Mr & Mrs
Stocker, Oliver & Judith
Stone, Carol
Stone, Chester Mr & Mrs
Stone, W. Dwight Mr & Mrs
Storhoff, Wendi
Stout, Nancy
Strandberg, Ken Mrs
Strange, G. Robert Mr & Mrs
Strange, Mrs. Robert
Strebel, Jane
Strong, Arthur Mrs (Mary)
Strothman, Maurice Mr & Mrs
Stuepfert, Dale
Stutsman, Loretta
Subert, Particia
Subramani, Srividya
Suhr, Margee
Sullwold, D. H. Mrs
302

1992
<1990
1998
1993
2017
1991
2012
1966
2017
1990
1989
1989
2021
1991
1997
1997
2012
1984
2019
1970
1969
1989
2000
2016
2016
1974
1995
1969
1993
1966
2015
2017
2003
1970
1973
1989
2010
1970
1971
1988
2013
1976
1970
2007
1971
1973
1966
1961
1996
1960
1976
2001
1989
1989
2017
2008
1973

Friends Membership Roster 1952-2021
Sulzbach, John & Stephanie
Sulzbach, Marie
Sundberg, R. Dorothy
Svatek, Susan
Svatek, Susan
Swanson, Clifford Mr & Mrs
Swanson, Norma (gift)
Sweningsen, Charles
Sykora, Betty
Szymanski, Stanley Mr & Mrs
Tape, Joann
Tellman, Ted Mr & Mrs (gift)
Tess, Robert
Tessman, Marijane (Life)
Tews, Lori
Thaden, Andrea
Thander, Elaine
Theien-Psotka, Connie
Theissen, Elizabeth
Thiel, Peter
Thiesen, Matthew
Thomanschefsky, Guenther Mr & Mrs
Thomas, Jean
Thomesen, Patricia
Thompson, Clyde
Thompson, Joan
Thompson, Stacy
Thompson, Victoria (gift)
Thorn, Harry
Thorpe, S. S. Mrs
Thorstenson, Ruth
Thorstenson, Vic
Thottungal, Diana
Tiblin, Mariann
Tilton, John Mrs
Tilton, Stephanie
Timm, Julia
Tincher, Susan
Titrington, Elosie Erban (gift)
Toensing, Carol
Toivonen, William
Tolbert, J
Tolg, Edda
Torrens, Helen
Totrington, Eloise Erban
Towle, Howard
Townsend, Sprague Mrs.
Trosper, Christina
Trovik, Florence
Trovik, Virginia
Tucker, Emily Ann
Tuff, Marilyn
Turbenson, Carol
Turner, Evelyn
Turpin, Jewell & Charles
Tusler, Gretchen
Tyra, Maureen & Kenneth

1989
1989
1969
2003
2014
1970
2011
2001
1999
1971
<1990
2015
<1990
2016
2017
2017
2015
1995
1971
2015
1987
1987
1993
1981
1970
2018
2021
2019
1967
1975
1984
2007
1989
1984
1969
1987
2009
2012
2017
1988
2004
1995
1953
2003
2017
2017
1974
1994
1999
1975
2017
2016
1999
1981
1985
1996
1993

Unger, Shirley & Leonard
Upper Hiawatha Audubon Society
Urberg, Kathy
Valgemae, Allan
Vanderbosch, Dana (gift)
VanFossen, Janet
Vargo, Paul
Vaughan, Chris (gift)
Venker, Debra & Mike
Verbarg, Edward
Vesley, Mark & Kristine
Vines, Lillian
Vize, Barbara
Vollmer, Andrea
Von Arx, Jeff
Vorlicky, Marie
Vorpahl, Betty
Vos, Susan
Vreeland, Scott
Wagner, Susan
Wahl, Cora
Waldera, Anthony
Waldera, Anthony (Life)
Waldman, Anne
Waldvogel, Merikay
Walker, Archie
Walker, Dava Jo
Walker, Rachel
Waller, Kirsten
Wallin, Lynn
Wallinga, Jack & Connie
Wallinga, Jack & Connie
Walter, Bill & Judy
Walton, Ellen
Walton, Liz
Wander, Lynda
Wanhala, Judith
Ward, Nancy
Warde, Robert Mr & Mrs
Warner, Dale Mr & Mrs
Wass, Karen
Watkins, Steven, Christine, Amelia
Waugh, Phoebe
Wayzata Garden Club
Webber Garden Club
Weber, Andrea (gift)
Weber, Carol
Weck, Lauren
Wehrwein, Sven
Weinberger, Laura
Weiner, Evan & Gwen
Weiner, Pam
Weiner, Pam (Life)
Weir, T. S.
Weiss, George
Weisse, Alfred
Welch, Michael
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Wellman, James
Wellman, James
Wells, Jackie
Wells, Jacqueline
Wells, Stuart W. Jr. Mrs
Welsh, Ian
Welsh, Ian
Wendel, D. D.
Wertman, David Mr & Mrs
Wertman, Edward
West, Dennis & Susanne
West, Paul
West, Susanne
Westcott, Jil
Westman, Mark
Westmark, Mauritz Mr & Mrs
Wetmore, Mark
Wexler, Deborah
Wheeler, Elizabeth
Wheeler, Lola
Wheeler, Lola (Life)
Whitcomb, Mary
Wichers, Carol
Wiedin-Torres, Monica (gift)
Wiehle, Dale (Life)
Wierzba, Joan
Wigren, Linda
Wikoff, David
Wilcoxon, Kate
Wilder, Lois Nerheim
Wilkins, Gerry & Bonnie
Wilkins, Susan
Will, George
Will, George
Willson, Bruce Family (Gift)
Wilm, Mary Lou
Wilson, Alberta
Wilson, J. Morgan Mr & Mrs
Wilson, Tom
Windle, Holly
Winn, Melissa
Witt, Alvin
Wittenberg, Jim (Life)
Wittig, Amy
Wobken, Jane
Woehrlin, Molly & Bill
Wold, Crystal
Wolgamott, Kathleen
Wolke, Jane
Woman's Club of Minneapolis
Wood, Matthew
Woodman, Faith
Wortman, Cora
Wosepka, Jonalie
Wright, F. P. Mrs
Wright, William T. Mrs
Yesnes, Judith
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2017
1998
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2001
2004
2007
2018
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2004
2017
2015
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2005
2004
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2007
2014
1970
1977
2014
1990
1992
1963
2012
1993
1996
1996
2006
1993
1088
1990
2019
1994
2013
1995
1966
1966
2000

Young, Cecil Mr & Mrs
Young, Jimmy
Young, Nevin
Young, Vicki
Zatal, Ilene
Zeesman, Martha
Zekas, Claudia
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Davis, Joy - 119, 169
Dayton, Donald C - 11, 12, 16, 30, 31, 36
Dayton, Grace Bliss - 36
DDT - 9, 80
Dean, Alexander - 52, 68, 69, 74, 91, 94, 153
Deer in Garden - 102
DeLany, Barbara - 98
Demler, Marie - 72, 97
Deweese, O. Lynn - 94
Doell, Charles E. - 15, 17, 31
Dutch Elm Disease - 40, 41, 74, 81,82, 89, 90, 99, 150
Eastman, Whitney -3, 33, 35, 36, 45, 73, 75, 93, 152
Eliason, Lydia (Honor Board) - 93
Eliason, Marian - 93
Eloise Butler Florilegium - 143, 155
Evans, Elaine - 157
Fagrelius, Jim - 102
Faragher, Catherine (Cay) - 23, 35, 48-52, 67, 68,
70-72, 77, 88, 94, 97, 109
Fern Glen (Fern Garden) - 22
Flanagan, Barbara - 51
Flower City Ornamental Iron Company - 52, 68
Friend’s 50th Anniversary - 107, 137
Friend’s 60th Anniversary - 140
Friend’s Books - 142
Friend’s Diversity, Equity & Inclusion Committee 142
Friends Invasive Plant Action Group (FIPAG) - 151
Fringed Gentian™, The - 21, 23, 79
Funk, Jayne - 144, 157
Futcher, J. S. - 145
Garber, Marilyn - 143
Garden Bridges and Boardwalk Project - 103,
159-64
Garden 100th Anniversary - 153
Garden Buffer Zone - 78, 98, 139, 151
Garden Census - 98
Garden expansion -40
Garden Fences - 114-116, 137
Garden Gates Projects - 113-116
Garden Guides - 85, 94-95, 148
Garden Naturalists - 111, 141, 157, 165
Garden Path Mulch -102
Garden Path Reconstruction - 84, 111, 116
Garden Plant Identification Book - 142
Garden Pools in the wetland - 38, 114-115
Garden Shelter - 13, 31, 35, 47-53, 67-71, 77, 117,
149, 166
Garden Shelter Inventory - 99
Garden Shelter Volunteer Program - 71
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Garden Storm Damage - 41, 154
Garden Toilets - 28, 38
Garden Tours - 42, 88
George, Cary - 28, 77, 100-102, 107, 111-118, 138,
140, 147, 150, 159, 161, 167
Glenwood Park - 3, 16, 44
Godfrey, Ann - 143
Golden Valley Sun - 43
Gray Memorial Botanical Chapter - 84
Great Medicine Spring - 43, 78-79, 102, 112-113
Gresser, Karol - 145, 169
Grimes, Marian - 71-72, 93, 104
Guthrie, Judith - 44
Haldeman, John & Joan - 145
Harbison, Marguerite -109, 143
Hansen, Melissa -143-144
Hasty, Dan - 100, 111, 113, 118, 138
Hay, George Upram - 30
Hellander, Martha - 7, 18, 98, 105-107, 137
Heritage Tree Program - 100
Hillman, Kathleen Dean - 68, 153
Holman, Lynne - 84, 94, 96
Holst, Carl - 68
Hooper, Jane - 94
Humphrey, Hubert - 31
Husting, Lauren - 142
Issacs, Florence - 169
Invasive Plants - 151
Japs, Otto (Japs-Olson Printing) - 51-42
Kessen, Ann - 105
Kimball, Jim - 40
Kirkwood, W. P. - 19
Klobuchar, Jim - 196
Krause, David - 1448
Lake Minnetonka Garden Club -22
Lee, Jeff - 113
Legacy Stewards - 151-152
Lehnert, Walter - 33, 34, 36, 93-94
Lerman, Mary Maguire - 67, 85, 94, 98, 101-102, 105,
112
Leuthold, Steven Foundation - 162
Lipschultz, Ellen - 144
Little Minnetonka Garden Flower Club - 32
Livingston, Hiram - 49-50, 52, 77
Locken, Lisa - 141
Loppett Foundation (Ski trails) - 139
Lowry, Goodrich - 3, 35
Ludcke, Jessie (Mrs. George Sr.) - 45
Lundegaard, Bob - 102
Luxton, George - 19, 20
Mallard Pool - 6, 40
Martha E. Crone Shelter - see Garden Shelter
Mason, Vivian - 138
McKim, Judith - 160, 162
Mercer, Tammy -144
Miller, Gloria - 98, 101, 109, 169
Miller, Dan - 107
Minneapolis Heritage Trees - 100
Minneapolis Public Library - 34
Minneapolis Star - 4, 9, 19, 20, 31, 51, 82, 93, 102
Minneapolis Tribune - 17, 18, 20, 30, 46, 47
Minneapolis Woman’s Club - 45, 68, 107
Minnesota Historical Society - 18, 21, 107, 118

Minnesota Journal - 16
Minnesota Landscape Arboretum -44, 144
Minnesota School for Botanical Art - 143, 155
Minnetonka Garden Club -22, 52
Mission Statement - 105, 137
Morrison, Gordon - 87, 91
Native Plant Reserve - 13
Neils, Henry J. - 52, 68
Nordquist, Daniel & Family - 117
Oak Wilt - 18-19, 39, 118, 151
Odell, Amy - 37
Odell, Clinton M. - 3, 5-33, 37, 40, 69, 77, 137, 147
Odell, Leonard C. - 33, 69, 109
Odell, Moana - see Beim, Moana
Olson, Mildred (Mrs. Carl) - 69, 71-73, 82
Pawlcyn Family - 162
Peterson Construction, Joe - 51
Prevey, Janet - 18, 106
Price, Caroline - 95
Procter, Jim - 151, 166
Prudential Insurance Co. - 48, 95
Pundt, Sally - 144
Pundt, Steve - 108, 137, 142, 144, 147, 160, 167
Quaking Bog - 100
Ramberg, Leonard F. - 11-12, 30, 75
Rawson, Carl W. - 30, 36
Renner & Sons Well Company - 113
Roberts, Thomas S. - 13, 45
Rosendahl, C. O. - 44
Ruhe, Robert - 35, 48, 84
Ryan, Mike - 92, 96
Rybak, R. T. - 137, 153
Schmidt, Mike - 147
Scholarship Grant Program - 74
Schultz, Shirley - 72, 97-98
Schutt, Clarissa (Clara) - 69, 145
Schutt, Elizabeth - 69, 145, 161
Schutt, Mendon - 105, 309, 368, 406
Schultz, John - 9
Self-conducted Garden Tour - 12, 15
Shannon, Jerry & Lee - 145
Slide Collection & Lectures - 18, 106
Smeby, Joyce - 102
Spears, Charles - 87
Stennes, Kathryn - 104, 117, 140
Strange, Mrs. Robert - 33-34
Student Transportation Grant Program - 139
The Bellman - 19
The Wild Gardener - 106
Thomesen, Patricia - 96, 98, 119
Thorn, Harry - 35, 48-51, 68, 72, 93
Thorndyke, Sybil - 43
Tolg, Ebba (Mrs. Clarence) - 11, 30, 44, 93
Town Toppers - 17, 31, 36
Tusler, Wilber H. - 35, 48-51, 68, 72, 75, 84
Upland Garden addition - 7, 117
Volunteer Appreciation Event -72, 97, 109, 143-144
Volunteer Stewardship Area - see Garden Buffer
Zone
Waldera, Anthony - 162
Warde, Susan - 145
Water Diversion Pipeline - 28
Waugh, Phoebe - 144, 153, 169
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WCCO radio - 16, 18, 102
Website - 142
Welsh, Sandy - 114-115
Weiner, Pam - 139-141, 144, 156, 159-164, 166
Wheeler, Lola - 119
Wick, Richard - 77, 99
Wickcraft - 161, 163
Wilcox, Arthur N. - 3
Wild Botanic Garden - 4
Wildflower Garden postal stamp event, 1992 - 107
Wilkins, Susan - 100, 140, 143, 147, 159, 160-165,
167, 168
Wirth, Theodore - 3-4, 8, 31, 99
Witt, Alvin - 34, 45, 48-51, 67, 73
Witt, Bernice - 73
Wittman, Al - 117
Wolgamott, Kathleen - 119
WPA - 6, 7

309

