2020
History of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden
Winter 2019/2020
2020 begins the 114th year of the Garden, the 68th year for the Friends and Susan Wilkins’ 17th year as
Garden Curator.
This year brought the SARS-coV-2 virus to the Untied States, spreading from a few locations into a
nationwide and worldwide pandemic, known as Covid-19, taking over 400,000 lives in the United
States by year-end, millions more abroad, and restricting personal interaction in many forms. Garden
activity was restricted, in person meetings were abandoned for virtual meetings and it was a year of
political upheaval. 2020 is also the 50th anniversary of dedication of the Martha E. Crone Shelter at the
Wildflower Garden and of the Friends volunteer docent program for the Shelter.
As the new year arrived with future events still the future Friends President Kathy Connelly messaged
the Friends membership with these words:
As the new year dawns, the Garden paths are covered with
snow and with the footprints of the foxes that overwinter there.
The only humans inside the gates these days, from time to time,
is the Curator and her crew, doing that work that is best done
during the deep freeze.
The rest of us are thinking about this very special place and
planning how to be the best possible stewards and supporters
in the coming year. The Friends will coordinate volunteers,
invest in new plants, pay for student bus transport, as usual,
and will also support the Minneapolis Park and Recreation
Board’s (MPRB) new project updating Garden buildings and
re-visioning the entrance area.
Over the winter months Gary Bebeau compiled the 3rd edition of the
Plant Identification Book. The 2nd edition of 180 copies was almost
sold out. The new edition of 350 copies was printed in February at Fast
Print. It was much enlarged, now totaling 264 pages vs 142. 787 species

of plants were represented with 1,949 photos. Sell price increased to $26.95 from 19.95.
The rst Friends Board meeting of the year was held in the evening of January 27 at the home of Past
President Pam Weiner. The status of the Friends Fiscal Sponsorship arrangement with the Cullen
Nature Preserve was reviewed. No transactions ever occurred via this arrangement and Cullen
received their own non-pro t status later in the spring. The Garden Shelter improvement plan had been
put on hold as the project manager had resigned from the MPRB. With no new person assigned, the
project moved forward to 2021.
Jim Proctor commented that a faction of anti-pesticide activists has been very vocal about opposing use
of pesticides, including in the Volunteer
Stewardship Area around the Garden
(the VSA). Jim spoke at a recent MPRB
meeting where the issue was being
discussed. Kathy Connelly said she and
Jim will follow through on this to
educate others about the Friend’s
position, which is to support Jim’s
assertion that wise and measured use of
pesticides is necessary in some
instances. MPRB data show that the
amounts of pesticides used in the
Garden are small, ounces in fact. Jim’s
presentation helped provide MPRB staff
with helpful information and a public
showing that the community was not
universally opposed to pesticide use.
Old Oak in the Upland in January. Photo G D Bebeau

However, the MPRB’s proposal (see 2018
and 2019 history) to ban pesticides
(which includes herbicides and fungicides) in city parks took another step forward with a discussion at
the MPRB meetings. A summary of where the MPRB was on this topic was written by Jeremy Barrick
on January 22 and was basically the policy adopted by the operations committee and then the board.
(copy follows text)
A second issue confronting the MPRB was the private developer request in 2019 to store stormwater
runoff on a part of Theodore Wirth Park. That issue was addressed at the January 22 meeting. (copy
follows text). Some members of the Friends board wanted a response drafted on the developers
proposal but the argument at the January 27 board meeting was that there were many political entities
involved in this and our concerns while legitimate, we should not weigh-in now. The developer’s
request was eventually rejected.
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Susan Wilkins could not be in attendance at the meeting but via a submitted report she stated that
equity training was being provided to all staff to implement and encourage everyone to feel welcome.
The Eloise Butler Wild Flower Garden is not a private garden; it’s a public garden and should be
welcoming to all according to the goals of the MPRB’s Parks for All initiative. She also announced that
ash trees in some areas where visitors walk are going to be taken down. Choices for replacement plants
and trees are being informed by many factors including climate change. The goal is to pick plants and
trees that grow well in the current environment, not recreate the past. At the MPRB, commissioner Jono
Cowgill replaced Brad Bourn as president.

The Board meeting included review of membership, volunteer and nancial reports from the end of
2019.
The delayed fall issue of the Friends newsletter, The Fringed
Gentian™, (Vol. 67 No. 3) was distributed in late February. It
was the last issue for designer Theresa Ptak as she was out of
state and had dif culty arranging time. Articles were about
Summer School at the Garden, a review of a new book about
naturalist David Hosack titled American Eden; and a
description of various sunbeam effects seen in the sky. Jim
Proctor wrote on the work the Friends Invasive Plant Action
Group (FIPAG) had accomplished in the Maple Glen adjacent
to the Garden during the past fall; Susan Wilkins summed up
the 2019 Garden season and Kathy Connelly explained the
needs behind the Shelter addition plan, which had now been
delayed until 2021 as explained above.
The winter months were mild, the lowest temperature was -13
degrees F on February 20. By March 20 most snow had
melted. March was a very dry month with little rain or snow.

Naturalist David Hosack, subject of Victoria
Johnson’s new book “American Eden.”

Circumstances of the world changed quickly. On March 27 all
non-essential travel was restricted in Minnesota until April 10 due to the spread of the Corona virus.

Spring 2020
Were it not for the Covid-19 pandemic, the Garden would have opened on April 1 but would have had
to deal with a six inch snowfall on April 12 and temperatures of 20 degrees overnight. With the travel
and gathering of people restrictions continuing in place, many businesses and public facilities closed,
Susan Wilkins was able to write on April 21 to the Friends:
It is a sad EBWG season in the sense that the Garden is sequestered away from those who nd
such joy in being a part of sprint’s unfolding here. On a brighter note, the Garden is looking
quite beautiful, healthy and vibrant. The snow trillium have owered and now the bloodroot,
trout lilies, hepatica and leatherwood blossoms are starting to shine. The mother fox and her
young are happily living under the bathrooms and of ce/tool shed, four kits in all. The great
horned owl family is living nearby in a very high nest and a pair of
mallards, as always, has taken up residence in the wetland garden..
There is a sense of “normalcy” here, life unfolding as we have come to
expect, so please know that the Garden itself hasn’t missed a beat in the
dance of spring this season.
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Susan also noted that the Garden staff was on site to care for the collections.
During the winter months an entire program of Garden hikes and educational
programs had been designed and a 13 page brochure covering them all for the
months of April and May was prepared. Now, all had to be abandoned. Instead,
the Garden staff quickly responded and had developed their own virtual means
of connecting people to the Garden. Via video, weekly wild ower walks were
presented and lmed by the Garden Naturalists. Every Thursday morning there
was a live Facebook Garden Storytime for children.

By the time the Friends held their next Board meeting on May 18, plans for opening the Garden were
formulated. Due to personal distancing requirements during the pandemic the shelter would not be
open to visitors. Visitors would be met at the front gate. The goal was to open the Garden safely. Susan
Wilkins explained how it would work: Over 40 signs including rules for visitors in the Garden were
already posted; one way trails were marked as well as pass zone directions set up. There was a
controlled entry system. Timed entrance was limited to 10 people per time slot during the Garden’s
hours of 10 to 7. The staff had already conducted a simulation, and people reported experiencing a nice,
quiet time inside.
Below: The one-way trail map of the Garden used for keeping visitor groups separated
during the 2020 season. Map MPRB.

For those waiting at the main entrance there was a porta potty available. A 2020 visitors
guide was given out to enhance visitors’ experience. Signs were posted outside the entrance to help
visitors plan their visit and suggesting a one hour experience. The staff at the gate would be able to tell
visitors how long the wait to enter would be. Face masks had been given out to staff and they had
practice distancing from others by six feet which was the current pandemic protocol. All MPRB staff
were to wear face masks. The general public had been asked to do so as well by the state health
department but at this point in the year it was not yet mandatory as it became later in summer for
visiting public places. Lots of cleaning supplies were available as it was believed at the time that
antibacterial applications to touched surfaced was needed. Naturalists were available in case the
visitors had plant questions. The phone system was working and calls to the shelter went to Susan’s
email.
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The Garden thus of cially opened May 20. The Garden’s website outlined the procedures in detail in a
Garden Visit Guide:
What to Know Before Your Visit
Garden hours are 10 am to 7 pm, Tuesdays through Sundays. The last entry is at 6:30 pm.
•
Group size is limited to 10 people visiting together.
•
Visitor capacity is limited; there may be a long line at the entrance. Entry times are staggered
•
so that everyone can enjoy the Garden with safe social distancing. Staff determine when groups
and individuals enter.
Plan to spend about 1 hour inside the Garden. A single, one-way trail includes steep hills and
•
uneven terrain with wood chips, rocks, tree roots, etc.
Social distancing is required. Throughout your visit, remain at least 6 feet away from other
•
individuals and household groups.
Children must be within reach of an adult from the same household at all times.
•
Bench use in the Garden is limited. Do NOT use benches marked with green tape. Maintain
•
social distancing, and please consider others’ needs when using a bench. Restrooms are closed
and drinking water is not available; please plan your restroom use and water needs
accordingly. An ADA-accessible temporary toilet in the Garden parking lot is maintained
weekly by contractors (not MPRB staff). Hand sanitizer may not be available.
Consider bringing: Insect repellent, water, hand sanitizer/wipes, sunscreen, sunhat, raingear,
•
and a mask (to wear to protect staff and other visitors).
Cameras are permitted, but please do not bring tripods, photo umbrellas, re ectors or other
•
large camera accessories.
Pets are not allowed. Service animals performing work are permitted.
•
Follow all Centers for Disease Control and Minnesota Department of Health guidelines for
•
protecting yourself and others, including:
Stay home if you are sick
◦
Cover your mouth if you cough or sneeze
◦
Stay at least 6 feet from people from other households
◦
Cloth masks or face coverings are recommended
◦
Wash hands before and after visiting
◦
Parking is limited and meters are enforced. Make sure to reserve enough time at meters for your
•
Garden visit, including the time before entering.
Visitor Assistance
MPRB staff are stationed outside the Garden at the main entrance during operating hours and
•
inside at the back (north) gate periodically.
Please respect staff. Stay at least 6 feet away at all times.
•
During Your Visit
A one-way trail with signs leads all the way through the Garden. Its length is a little over 1 mile
•
and may take more than an hour to complete. See map for details.
Stay on the trail at all times and maintain a social distance of at least 6 feet from other
•
individuals or household groups. Remember to keep children in reach of an adult at all times.
Please be considerate of those around you in maintaining your pace through the Garden.
•
Turning back is not allowed. Visitors may pass others at the designated passing zone halfway
•
through the Garden (see map), or at designated areas near benches, if the benches are not
occupied. Do not step off the trail to take a picture. While photography is permitted from the
trail, please be mindful of the time it takes. Do not ask other visitors to move out of your camera
view or take pictures for you.
Use of benches is limited. Do not use benches marked with green tape. Do not share benches
•
with others outside your group, and please be considerate of others’ needs when using a bench.

After Your Visit
Please avoid lingering near the Garden entrance and in the parking lot, so that everyone can follow
social distancing requirements.
This is the system which worked and was in place throughout the 2020 Garden season.
The Garden entrance set-up during the 2020 season. Garden staff await visitors. An
abundance of signs tell visitors what to expect. Photo G D Bebeau.

During the rst week of the Garden open to the public, nature provided the usual assortment of
Minnesota May weather: sometimes gloomy forecasts, sunny times of day., clammy mornings and
sticky afternoons.
Before the Garden opened Jim Proctor of the Friends Invasive Plant Action Group (FIPAG) discovered
that Garlic Mustard was not aware of the pandemic. It was growing in the VSA and Maple Glen. He
had previously announced that there would not be any spring invasive work due to restrictions since
Garlic Muster was under control, but he had to write on May 13 to the FIPAG volunteers:
It turns out there’s a quite a bit more Garlic Mustard than we initially thought. We will need
more help, so here’s the plan. We’re looking for volunteers experienced with garlic mustard who
can meet us this Friday afternoon or Saturday morning. We will assign you an area and you will
commit to ve or six hours of work over the next three weeks. You’ll have to bring your own
gloves and a dandelion puller (or a decent sized at head screwdriver) and garbage bags.
He was able to get a small group together and work was done over the next few weeks.
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That Board meeting of May 18 was the rst virtual meeting for the Friends. It was hosted by Colin
Bartol via Web-ex. Committee reports were presented and a fall date was set for the annual meeting
instead of the typical May meeting time. It was hoped in person meetings would be allowed by that
time. The usual committee reports were given. The volunteer report by Melissa Hansen was unusual
in that there was no volunteer activity due to the shelter remaining closed. Six new people has been
scheduled for training but that was canceled also.

The Friends annual charities reports to the state and to the IRS were approved. It was noted that the
Garden’s back wrought iron fence in the wetland area was continuing to deteriorate around its footings
and leaning considerably. It would be xed during the coming winter. A motion was put forth for the
Friends to buy face masks for the Garden staff to hand to visitors who came without one and the
motion originally carried but was later rescinded as that was something the MPRB should have
responsibility for.
The Fringed Gentian™ was getting back on
schedule with the spring issue coming out
in May with Gary Bebeau helping editor
Colin Bartol with the layout design. (Vol. 68
No. 1) The issue focused on climate change
and what effects it would have on the
Wild ower Garden. Environmentalist
Carolyn Sampson wrote about what
differences one person can make; Colin
Bartol wrote about the earthworm invasion;
the city of Golden Valley was highlighted
for its resolution to protect pollinators and
to protect habitat.

A Parade for Pollinators held in Golden Valley and organized by
People for Pollinators. Photo Jeannie Schwartz

Another article in the newsletter covered the 50th anniversary of the completion of the Martha E. Crone
Shelter. Details of the planning and construction are covered in other parts of the Friends history but
with the completion the building was turned over to the city on May 13. Friends, Board of Park
Commissioner of cials and the interested public gathered for the dedication. The dedication plaque
mounted on the front pillar reads:
“The Martha E. Crone Shelter was planned, nanced and erected by The Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc
and it was given to the City of Minneapolis through the Board of Park Commissioners and dedicated May 13,
1970 at 4:30 PM.”
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Below: At the dedication of the shelter - in front left, Leonard C. Odell, master of ceremonies; center, Martha E. Crone; right,
Hiram H. Livingston, architect. Minneapolis Star photo.

Martha Crone wrote to the Friends in July 1970:
I take this opportunity to express my appreciation and extend my heartfelt gratitude to all
members and friends who made possible the beautiful shelter building in the Eloise Butler Wild
Flower Garden and Bird Sanctuary and dedicated it to me. This is really the culmination of
many years of my life devoted to the Garden.

Summer 2020
2020 is the 25th anniversary year of several
improvements added to the Wild ower Garden in 1995.
There are 3 fountains in the Garden, constructed with
limestone bases, and the newest one, referred to here, is
up on the prairie near the large White Oak. The
dedication plaque is to Dr. Daniel Nordquist. The
fountain was built by LaMere Concrete & Masonry and
funded by the Friends via a memorial from Dr.
Nordquist’s mother and father. They also funded, as a
memorial, the wood bookcase that sits by the
volunteer’s desk in the Garden Shelter.
A more substantial improvement was the back gate - the one you enter the Garden from if you come
from Wirth Beach - at least you could if Covid-19 protocols had not closed it for the 2020 season. This
construction was designed pro-bono by Brower and Associates, built by LaMere Concrete, and funded
by the Friends for $9,089. The original design included four columns, just like the front gate, but the
cost was too high, so only two columns were built. Then the iron work on the gate, the wrought iron
fencing in the immediate area of the gate, plus
the wrought iron fencing that is currently
around the front gate was installed by Able
Fence Co. and funded by the Friends for
$8,300.
The back gate work continued into 1997 with
the stone work retaining walls completed by
the MPRB. Then in 2005 the Friends funded the
continuation of the iron fencing from the back
gate area to the back corners of the Garden. All
these 1995/97 improvements have held up
well these 25 years except for the fence post
piers in the wet area at back of the Garden.
That issue would be recti ed in the coming
winter.
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The week of June 15th brought storms and rain
around the time of the summer solstice. One
maple fell across a section of the boardwalk and another rotted tree collapsed near the toolshed. But
many owers were coming into bloom, including Fireweed and False White Indigo. For ashing color
a Scarlet Tanager made an appearance. One Thursday morning in July during Garden storytime two
Garden naturalists were approached by a young red fox while reading the children’s story Are You A

In July the Friends mailed a post card note to all
supporters outlining the events of the season, suggesting
a visit to the Garden and announcing that the Friends
annual meeting would be held in the fall this year after
everyone’s vacation time was past.
After a wet July, August alternated between wet weeks
and dry weeks, but visitors to the Garden continued to
see one of the nicest displays of owers in recent years.
The wild turkeys were mostly absent during the summer,
retuning in the fall for acorn season. The naturalists kept
A MPRB Naturalist holding “Storytime” on
busy re lling the suet feeders in front of the Shelter,
Facebook
during the 2020 season. Photo - MPRB
nally discovering that it was a pair of pileated
woodpeckers that were helping themselves very often. A
rare rusty-patched bumblebee was sighted during the last week of August. This is Minnesota’s state
bee. A Cooper’s Hawk was around the Garden most of the season. (Note 2)
The Friends ended the summer with a virtual Board
meeting via Zoom hosted by Lauren Husting on
August 27. Jim Proctor updated the Board on the status
of preventing erosion when areas are cleared of Garlic
Mustard and Buckthorn. The Maple Glen was used as
an experiment. Grass plots did not work out well but
Wild Ginger and sedge were successful. He has
learned that in shady areas cutting Buckthorn and
leaving part of the stem, preventing soil movement,
often results in the plant dying anyway. This is not
successful where the stem gets a lot of sunlight.
A MPRB naturalist on the weekly wild ower walks
via video during the 2020 season. Photo MPRB.

As the shelter has not been open for volunteer staf ng
and group gatherings were restricted, there would not
be a volunteer appreciation event this fall. The annual
meeting was scheduled for October 18 via Zoom. Susan Wilkins presented proposals for the Friends to
fund in 2021. An allocation of $7,500 was made for plants and a separate allocation of an additional
$10,000 was approved for uses to be determined in the new year. President Connelly wishes to have
2020 as her last year as president. She felt a Diversity, Equity and Inclusion committee should be
formed to review our practices and position ourselves as an inclusive and meaningful organization.
Steve Pundt, Lauren Husting and Steve Benson volunteered to form the committee. Membership
issues, especially fewer members renewing during this pandemic year were discussed. A summary of
membership activity is at the end of the autumn section.

Autumn 2020
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The summer/fall issue of the Friends newsletter came out in early September. (Vol. 68 No. 2) Editor
Colin Bartol covered a history of prior Garden closures, almost all related to weather and any unlike
the current situation. The past president of the Friends, Pam Weiner was interviewed.
President Kathy Connelly wrote:
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Butter y?. From a courteous distance of six feet, the curious creature studied the two naturalists for
nearly ve minutes before slipping into the prairie. (note 1)

The Wild ower Garden staff at the end of the 2020 season. Photo
MPRB

Susan Wilkins wrote about how the restricted visit rules were working and about planting work. She
wrote:
Another gift of the Garden this year comes thanks to the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden.
Staff have been busy, all season long, planting a variety of plant species in all corners of the
Garden. The Friends funded plantings along the entry way trail, Trillium Trail, and adjacent
hillsides are adding to the richness and beauty of the Garden experience and to the health of the
Garden’s woodland plant collection. This project will continue into September with at
least 25 species of wild owers, ferns, sedges and grasses represented and. over 2,000 plants
being added by the time the project is completed. Year by year and plant by plant, the
complexity and beauty of the Garden’s plant collections grow with a little help from the
Friends. Thank you to all of the members who have contributed to these efforts.
The Friends provide funding for 36 different species of
owers, ferns and sedges - total of 2,664 plants - cost
$7,341, which were all planted at various times during
the year. [List of plants follows text] In addition the
MPRB provided another 2,000 plants.
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The lead article in the newsletter was a review of current
social media campaigns that highlighted Black scientists
and nature enthusiasts, written by Lauren Husting. The
nal article was about the historical research on Native
American ethnobotany by Minnesota writer Frances
Densmore. Her notes about the use of various native
plants by Minnesota Native Americans is quoted
frequently in the Friends website plant identi cation
pages.
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During this time of unrest, I have
been thankful for the Garden, and
enjoyed visiting there. I am
immensely grateful for the
leadership of the Garden Curator,
Susan Wilkins and to others on the
Park Board, who designed a way to
open the Garden safely. And also for
the Garden staff who bravely staff
the areas where they encounter
members of the public, possibly
exposing themselves to the virus. I
have been delighted by the Garden’s
robust social media presence that
has expanded by the Minneapolis
Park and Recreation Board on
Facebook and Instagram during this
time.

This issue highlighted the people who have been Friends members for 50 years or more.
Karol Gresser joined the Friends in 1967. “There is no other place around the Twin Cities where
the seasonal changes are so enjoyable and visible, or where one feels safe walking the paths, as
in our special Garden. It has been a place of peace and quiet to enjoy our native plants and
birds, and to recharge my spirit.”
Jerry and Lee Shannon also joined in 1967. They particularly like visiting the Garden –“from
April, when the snow trillium is blooming, until mid-June, when the showy lady’s slipper is
standing tall in all her resplendent beauty. This span of each year brings back the ephemerals of
the woodland garden, each exhibiting its own seasonal splendor.”
Mr. J. S. Fetcher rounds out our threesome. He joined in 1970 and was a member of the
Minneapolis Bird Club. He remembers becoming acquainted with the Garden and Martha
Crone when he was in the eighth or ninth grades in 1946 and 1947. Mr. Futcher has been able to
provide us some important and elusive Garden history details of the natural springs and of
birding events in those earlier years.
The Garden continued presenting a great show of color in September and October. The second week
brought low overnight temperatures and while the relatively wet summer and early fall resulted in the
usual speculation of what the effect would be on fall color; it turned out to be spectacular, but earlier.

The Crone Shelter in October. Photo - Bob Ambler

The annual meeting of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden was held at 1 PM on October 18 via
Zoom with Lauren Husting hosting. Twenty members were present. Summary reports of Friends
activities were presented. President Connelly reviewed the past year and most events have been
included in previous pages of this history. A new item was that she and Steve Pundt toured the South

Wirth area with representatives of the Loppett Foundation as there was still a question of their trails
being too close to the Garden buffer zone. The situation with those trails was a contested issue for may
years, now the trails in that area that had been cleared and used previously will be closed and trees
planted. The MPRB was being asked to pay for the trees, but the Foundation would take care of
planting them.
Susan Wilkins noted that the MPRB has set major goals for 2020 to 2030 on how to incorporate
indigenous community members and give recognition through land acknowledgment. The latter was
usually carried out by stating that the parks were located on Dakota Homelands and by signage such
as renaming of Lake Calhoun and adjacent parkways to Lake Bde Maka Ska. She wrote later in the
year:
The Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board is working diligently to assure that each and every
person in every corner of our beautiful City and beyond feels welcome, safe, comfortable and
engaged while visiting public park spaces in Minneapolis, including the Eloise Butler
Wild ower Garden. There is work to do and one way to be a part of this work is to review and
send your feedback about the new Comprehensive Plan that will be used as a guiding tool for
shaping the priorities and policy direction of the MPRB for the next ten years. This draft was
developed with signi cant community engagement and input gathered in a variety of ways
over a year-long outreach process. [Newsletter, Vol. 68 No. 3 Winter 2020]
With the Garden now closed for the season except for the last October weekends, Susan said the daily
average visitor count was about 175 and many were rst time visitors. The tally at the entrance gate
was nearly 23,000 visitors.
Elected to the Board at the meeting for one year terms or, under the new bylaws, until the next election
was held, were Candy Bartol, Colin Bartol, Gary Bebeau, Steve Benson, Kathy Connelly, Lauren
Husting, Jennifer Olson, Jim Proctor, Sally Pundt, Steve Pundt, Pam Weiner and Susan Wilkins (exof cio). Melissa Hansen left the board but remained as volunteer coordinator.
At the Board of Directors meeting following the annual meeting, the of cers elected were: Kathleen
Connelly President until Dec. 31, Jennifer Olson President after Dec. 31, Candy Bartol Secretary, Gary
Bebeau, Treasurer.
In committee roles were: Gary Bebeau - memorials, money management and website, Melissa Hansen volunteers, Jim Proctor - Invasive Plant Action Group (with non-board member Kari Christianson as
co-chair), Colin Bartol - newsletter editor, Lauren Husting - media communications and non-board
member Christi Bystedt as membership coordinator.
The budget for 2021 was approved and a draft of a revised mission statement was approved. [Copy
follows text]
Garter Snakes were prevalent in the Garden this year, their routines appearing frequently in the
naturalist’s notes. The last report of the season on October 15 included this:
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Many garter snakes have been seen slithering through the Garden’s boundless leaf litter.
Particularly active this time of year, snakes must carefully prepare for winter. Not only do the
serpents need to locate an adequate hibernaculum to pass the winter, but they must also make

sure they’ve eaten just the right amount of food. Should they eat too little, they won’t have
enough energy to make it through the winter. However, if they eat too much, they risk having
undigested food rot inside their stomach during dormancy. The Garden’s garters are busy
making sure their fall feasting stays right on schedule with the changing temperatures!
(Note 3)
FIPAG’s work this autumn was a 3 event schedule in October in the Maple Glen. Signi cant progress
was made once again, even though the work force size was smaller, about 38 people total over the three
periods, due to the need to keep people separated and the reluctance of some to take part in group
activities. Pre-registration for work by time slot was required so that too many people did not show up
at the same time. The dates were October 1, 8 & 17. Part of the work this time included stripping new
growth from some previous ‘high-cut’ plants and seeding native plants into cut areas.

The Maple Glen in October. This section of the bowl has been completely cleared of non-desirables by FIPAG
volunteers. Photo G D Bebeau

In October the MPRB treated some of the oaks in the Garden and in other places in Wirth Park for oak
wilt which is an ongoing problem for red oaks. They explained the procedure this way:
The diseased trees identi ed this year will be removed during the winter and their wood
disposed of off-site, as spores from the fungus can overwinter and cause new infections in
healthy trees during the next active growing season.
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Because oak wilt spreads primarily through root connections of mature oak trees, MPRB has
scheduled a control method called vibratory plowing for late October. This method involves
contractors cutting underground root connections between healthy and diseased trees,
reducing both the spread of the disease and its associated tree mortality.

After plowing, park visitors may notice areas
where the soil looks disturbed in a linear fashion.
Staff will rake out areas where the soil does not
naturally settle. (note 4)
October 19 brought 7 inches of snow - the earliest snow in
104 years. October 28 matched the 1919 record with a cold
high temperature of 32 degrees.
In the week of December 9th the MPRB fence contractor,
Hansen Brothers, began to repair the fence at the back of
the Garden wetland area. Instead of using piers for the
The vibratory type plow used by MPRB in
fence post, the supports were inserted into hollow
trenching around oak tree roots. Photo MPRB
galvanized posts which has been driven into the soil until
they met a solid surface. The fence would then oat in
these hollow post, similar to the way the boardwalk supports were designed. Then the original
rectangular wrought iron post was slipped over the galvanized post.
Repairs to the Garden back fence, with driven posts replacing concrete piers. Photos G D Bebeau
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The nal 2020 issue of The Fringed Gentian™ (Vol. 68 No. 3) came out in December containing articles
about Flying Squirrels, how to read snow track of animals and a story of an earlier wild garden that
preceded that of Eloise Butler - that of Dr. George Upham Hay near West eld, New Brunswick. Kathy
Connelly said of the year now passing:

This difficult year has yielded some positive things for the Garden thanks to the efforts of the
MPRB. Safe visiting practices for the Garden were implemented, tested, and received
positively. The MPRB Garden naturalists pioneered outreach in informative and entertaining
ways that have enriched our experience of the Garden, and MPRB Garden leadership has been
prudent and laser-focused on providing a peaceful refuge from the unique challenges of 2020.
Susan Wilkins summed up the Garden year this way:
Although it was a shorter and quieter season, overall, at the Garden, it was a rich one. We
received hundreds of comments about how much joy and enrichment people received from
their visits and how comfortable they felt walking the trails with the social distancing measures
in place. This was heartening. Also, a source of delight was the sheer beauty of the Garden itself.
It was a special year where many years of hard, thoughtful work came to fruit. Mass plantings
bloomed one after the other in a rainbow of colors, invasive plants noticeably were on the wane,
young trees grew bigger, and the synergy of it all took hold. It felt good to walk the trails and
see the vibrancy and vitality appear around each bend and witness the Garden’s community of
plants and animals thriving, together.
This newsletter issue reported on the passing of four Friends
members during the year.
Harriet Betzold, a member since 1989, was a director for 19
years, 1990-2008, Vice-president for three years 1991-1993 and
served three years as President 1994-1996. She then stepped in
as volunteer coordinator from 1999-2006, sometimes by herself,
sometimes with Shirley Schultz, in additional to helping with
the arrangements for the annual volunteer luncheon.
Annette Dreier, a sponsor member since 2016, she was an avid
birder and a well known worker at the Wedge Community Coop in Minneapolis.

Harriet Betzold. Friends photo from 2011

Vivian Mason, a Life member, was a director for 10 years, 2006-2015, Vice-president for 8 terms
2007-2014, and a MPRB Commissioner.
Marilyn Rohlfing, a member for 48 years, originally joined with a gift membership from her parents
Bruce and Jane Hooper, who were active on the Friends Board in the 1970s, Bruce being treasurer 1976
through 1978.
Wrap-up of the year for the Friends:
Total Friends direct support for the Garden during the year was $7,341 for plants; additional
educational mission expenditures totaled $4,162. Over the past 20 years the Friends have funded
$410,000 for the Garden and the educational program.
The website traffic continued to increase, with just over 360,000 visits during 2020, a 57% increase over
2019. The site handled 90% of sales and 39% of membership support funds.
Donation support during the year was $9,995 from 70 donors. Memorials of $5,709 were received from
37 donors for 9 different persons. Name plates to be added to the Eliason Honor Board in the Crone
Shelter are for former Friends director and president Harriet Betzold, former director and MPRB
Commissioner Vivian Mason, Barbara Pickering and for Douglas Murray.

At the end of the year the Friends active membership was 199, including 47 life members. Courtesy
memberships were 36 for a total count of 235. Sixteen new members joined; 36 were dropped from the
roster due to death or for being in-arrears. New members included 2 new life memberships vs 4 in
2019. In spite of many members not renewing their support, perhaps due to other concerns with jobs
and the pandemic, a number of other members at the sponsor and sustainer level continued their high
level of support so that our average member payment (excluding life) was $50.56, 4 cents less than
2019, although there were fewer payments in total.
The treasurer presented the Board of directors two expense reviews during the year. One concerned
how administrative expenses are covered by our non-contribution income (sales and investment
income) which is referred to in reports as “other income.” For the past 20 years other income has
covered all administrative and fund raising expenses, insuring that all contribution income is used to
support the Friends mission. That mission consists of two parts - direct support of the Garden and
Garden activities such as volunteer support. The second part is our educational program. This is in
several subparts: Grants to schools to provide visits to the Garden for an educational program; the
website which contains much educational material on plants, the Garden and the natural world; and
the educational newsletter.
The newsletter was the subject of the second review. While the production of the newsletter is done
entirely by volunteer help without any cost, printing and mailing uses funds. With many members
switching to digital access to the newsletter via our website, plus full digital access to non-members,
the number of printed copies required for member distribution continues to drop. A member survey
indicated that some members, principally our older ones, want a printed copy of the newsletter. It was
proposed that the cost of printing and mailing and printing a small number of extra copies for special
distribution be limited to around 200 copies per issue and not to print extra copies beyond 200. This
would reduce by half the funds needed for the newsletter and leave more funds for the other parts of
The Garden rests for another year under a blanket of snow. Photo G D Bebeau

the mission just referred to. The remaining newsletter cost would also be covered by other income. The
closing of the Garden Shelter during 2020 removed the need for providing extra printed copies of the
newsletter that were previously put there for distribution and the proposal going forward into 2021 is
that printing of extra copies should cease for the reason just stated. When the Shelter re-opens a
replacement marketing document for the Friends should replace the newsletter or a minimum number
of copies of the current newsletter.

Other notes:
The spread of Covid-19 during the year caused the delay or cancellation of many events. Sports
activities either had canceled or moved to later in the year with delayed seasons playing to empty
venues. Baseball for example had a late start 60 game season. The Masters was delayed from April
until Autumn. The Summer Olympics were delayed until 2021. The Minnesota State Fair was canceled.
Air travel to Europe was canceled. Some states had quarantine periods for out-of-state visitors.
Businesses that could have employees work from home, did so and closed of ces. Bars and restaurants
were frequently closed or subject to very restricted occupancy. The serious weather ended the year on
December 23 with a blizzard and 8.7 inches of snow.
NOTES:
(1)
Garden Naturalists reports - June 15 and July 23.
(2)
Garden Naturalists reports - August 1, 8 and 27.
(3)
Garden Naturalists report - October 15.
(4)
Public announcement, Oct. 22, 2020.
Photo top of rst page: A scene at the front gate on October 10 as visitors wait their turn to enter. Photo
G D Bebeau.
Other references:
Minutes of the Board of Directors and other documents of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc.
The Fringed Gentian™ Newsletter:
Vol. 67 No. 3. Fall/Winter 2019/2020
Vol. 68 No. 1 Spring 2020
Vol. 68 No. 2 Summer/Fall 2020
Vol. 68 No. 3 Winter 2020
Historical Climatology of Minneapolis-St. Paul Area by Charles Fisk.
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©2021 Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc. Photos are as credited and are used with permission for
educational purposes, for which the Friends thank them and the organization providing the photos.
Text and research by Gary Bebeau.

Operations & Environment Committee
Committee Meeting

January 22, 2020

~ Agenda ~

2117 West River Road N
Minneapolis, MN 55411
www.minneapolisparks.org

Wednesday 5:10 PM

Meeting Times are subject to change based on discussion from previous meetings.

I.

CALL TO ORDER
Steffanie Musich
Londel French
Meg Forney
AK Hassan
Chris Meyer

II.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

III.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Chair, Commissioner District 5
Vice Chair, Commissioner At Large
Commissioner At Large
Commissioner District 3
Commissioner District 1

Wednesday, December 18, 2019

IV.

ACTION ITEMS

V.

STUDY/REPORT ITEMS
5.1

VI.

Understanding Pesticide Reduction Efforts in the Minneapolis Park System for
2019

ADJOURNMENT

Operations & Environment Committee

2117 West River Road N
Minneapolis, MN 55411

Committee Meeting

December 18, 2019

I.

~ Minutes ~

www.minneapolisparks.org

Wednesday 6:00 PM

CALL TO ORDER

President Bourn Appointed himself to serve as a December 18 Operations &
Environment Committee member.
Chair, Commissioner District 5 Steffanie Musich: Present, Vice Chair, Commissioner At
Large Londel French: Present, Commissioner District 1 Chris Meyer: Present,
Commissioner District 4 Jono Cowgill: Present, Commissioner District 2 Kale Severson:
Absent, Commissioner District 6 Brad Bourn: Present.

II.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

RESULT:
MOVER:
AYES:
ABSENT:

III.

ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
Chris Meyer, Commissioner District 1
Musich, French, Meyer, Cowgill, Bourn
Kale Severson

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Operations & Environment Committee - Committee Meeting - Nov 20, 2019 5:20

PM
RESULT:
MOVER:
AYES:
ABSENT:

ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS]
Londel French, Vice Chair, Commissioner At Large
Musich, French, Meyer, Cowgill, Bourn
Kale Severson

IV.

ACTION ITEMS

V.

STUDY/REPORT ITEMS
5.1 Park Natural and Naturalized Areas

Packet Pg. 2

Minutes Acceptance: Minutes of Dec 18, 2019 6:00 PM (APPROVAL OF MINUTES)

The time being 8:08 PM, Chair, Commissioner District 5 Steffanie Musich called the
meeting to order.

Committee Meeting

December 18, 2019

ADJOURNMENT

RESULT:
MOVER:
AYES:
ABSENT:

ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
Brad Bourn, Commissioner District 6
Musich, French, Meyer, Cowgill, Bourn
Kale Severson

Committee Meeting adjourned at 8:25 PM
Minutes Acceptance: Minutes of Dec 18, 2019 6:00 PM (APPROVAL OF MINUTES)

VI.
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5.1

TO:

Operations & Environment Committee

FROM:

Jeremy Barrick, Assistant Superintendent for Environmental Steward

DATE:

January 22, 2020

SUBJECT:

Understanding Pesticide Reduction Efforts in the Minneapolis Park System for 2019

BACKGROUND
Pesticide use within the Minneapolis park system remains an important conversation topic as
staff and the Pesticide Advisory Committee work together to fully understand the next step in
the work to end pesticide use in our park system. While the question at hand may seem very
straight forward, the work it impacts requires more than a yes or no answer to pesticide use.
First, understanding what qualifies as a pesticide lays a foundation to comprehending how we
measure our current use. According to the United States Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) a pesticide is “any substance or mixture of substances intended for preventing,
destroying, repelling, or mitigating any pest.” The umbrella term of pesticides is further broken
down into categorizes focused on the type of pest a substance aims to control. Some of the
common types of pesticides include herbicides which control plants, fungicides which control
fungi, and insecticides which control insects. While herbicide, fungicide, and insecticide are the
focus of most conversations, other types of pesticides are more prevalent in our parks.
Bactericides, algaecides, and rodenticides are often relied upon to meet health codes and
sanitation standards. From pool chemicals to restroom disinfectants, pesticides are relied upon
to meet the expectations of park users and ensure their health and safety.
The next step in the work is understanding how and where pesticide products are used in the
landscape and even more so, where they are not used. The Minneapolis Park & Recreation
Board (MPRB) Integrated Pest Management Policy (IPM) dictates that herbicides are not to be
used within 100 feet of any playground or wading pool. Currently general park land is not
treated with any pesticide product for cosmetic reasons. Dandelions, clover, and other
broadleaf plants often referred to as “weeds” have become a welcome and common sight in
our parkland turfgrass. Areas that may use landscape pesticide products currently include our
historic Rose Garden where fungicide is used to ensure common fungal diseases aren’t allowed
to completely defoliate our over 2,500 rose shrubs while we search for more disease resistant
varieties, in managed natural areas where our Environmental Management Department works
to control invasive species and noxious weeds outlined by the Minnesota Noxious Weed Law,
and at our premiere athletic complexes and golf courses where user expectations drive
maintenance standards.

Discussion Item (ID # 4869)
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Glyphosate has not been used on any park property since 2018 and since 2016 it has not been
used in any neighborhood parks, except for Loring Park’s pond shoreline restoration. Currently,
if you put aside swimming and wading pools (except for Webber Natural Swimming Pool) along
with building facilities, over 100 park properties were free of active landscape pesticide use
during our last two growing seasons. This count is not stagnant, and we’ve seen it increase
over the past decade. Landscape management practices evolve with the industry and the land
needs. New products, equipment, and changing public interest impact the work and as time
passes, the work is also impacted by new exotic introductions and concerns around how our
green space is managed.
MPRB is tasked with finding a balance between all parts of the story. From preserving our
limited native landscapes and displaying historic plant collections that inspire and delight to
maintaining public health and safety and ensuring we remain fiscally responsible and
economically sound.
MPRB continues to make strides forward with reducing pesticide use in our parks with our eye
on elimination as our endgame. 6,800 acres of land, from aquatic to native landscapes to
manicured fields, requires dynamic management. Each feature has unique needs, impacts, and
user groups that need to be reflected in the management plan. Continued support is needed
from the community as we take incremental steps and tackle each challenge we encounter in
this work. Be assured that the work has begun.
RECOMMENDATION
This item is for discussion purposes.

Prepared By: Jeremy Barrick, Assistant Superintendent for Environmental Steward, Operation
Services
Review:
Jeremy BarrickCompleted
01/15/2020 3:59 PM
Jennifer Ringold
Completed
01/15/2020 4:33 PM
Al Bangoura Completed
01/15/2020 8:09 PM
Operations & Environment Committee
Pending
01/22/2020 5:10 PM
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TO:

Planning Committee

FROM:

Michael Schroeder,

DATE:

January 22, 2020

SUBJECT:

Development Proposal for 2800 Wayzata Boulevard and Its Impacts on Theodore Wirth
Regional Park

BACKGROUND
Lupe Development and Swervo are proposing a development at 2800 Wayzata Boulevard, a
property situated east of and adjacent to Theodore Wirth Regional Park and located in the Bryn
Mawr neighborhood. The developers are proposing to include, as a part of the development
project, trail connections from the neighborhood to and into Theodore Wirth Regional Park.
The developer is also proposing to construct stormwater management improvements within
Theodore Wirth Regional Park to meet the project’s stormwater management requirements.
Both the trails and the stormwater facilities would occur easterly of Eloise Butler Wildflower
Garden.
The developer’s plans are at a preliminary stage. The intention of this discussion is to review
key issues related to the development proposed and its impact on parkland. In particular, the
stormwater management facilities proposed to be constructed on parkland would permanently
occupy about 0.5 acres of parkland and would make difficult any other use in that area. In
addition, the introduction of stormwater may result in changes to the landscape in this small
part of the park; the implications of stormwater introduction have not been addressed in the
developer’s plans. The use of parkland to serve the development proposal’s stormwater
management needs is one of two ways in which the developer has proposed to deal with
stormwater management; a second alternative would locate the stormwater management
facility on the grounds of Anwatin Middle School.
Most significant in this discussion is the use of parkland to support private development. Even
when the proposed development intends to deliver new and desired uses in a neighborhood,
the Board of Commissioners would want to offer its opinion of the use of parkland to support
that development in light of its greater mission to serve the recreation needs of park users and
to protect significant natural resources within the city and its parklands.

RECOMMENDATION
This item is for discussion purposes.

Discussion Item (ID # 4793)
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The Friends of the Wild Flower Garden funded two planting projects for
2020.
Link on plant name is to plant information sheet
Herbaceous plants, ferns and sedges - 2,664 plants - 36 different species, cost
$7,341
▪ Adiantum pedatum - Maidenhair Fern - 108

▪ Aquilegia canadensis - Columbine - 36

▪ Aralia racemosa ssp. racemosa – American Spikenard - 100

▪ Asarum canadense - Wild Ginger - 180

▪ Asclepias exaltata – Poke Milkweed - 72

▪ Athyrium filix-femina - Lady Fern - 72

▪ Campanulastrum americanum – Tall Bellflower (American Bellflower) - 36

▪ Carex pensylvanica - Pennsylvania Sedge - 150

▪ Carex retrorsa - Retrorse Sedge (Deflexed Bottlebrush sedge) - 72

▪ Carex rosea – Stellate Sedge (Rosy Sedge) - 180

▪ Carex sprengelii – Sprengel's Sedge (Long-beaked Sedge) - 180

▪ Cimicifuga racemosa – Bugbane, (Black Cohosh) - 50

▪ Dicentra cucullaria – Dutchman's Breeches - 72

▪ Elymus hystrix var. hystrix – Eastern Bottlebrush Grass - 117

▪ Eurybia macrophylla - Large-leaved Aster - 36
▪ Geranium maculatum - Wild Geranium - 90

▪ Helianthus strumosus – Paleleaf Woodland Sunflower - 27

▪ Mertensia virginica – Virginia Bluebells - 72

▪ Onoclea sensibillis - Sensitive Fern - 72

▪ Osmorhiza claytonii – Bland Sweet Cicely - 35

▪ Panax quinquefolius - American Ginseng - 90

▪ Phlox divaricata - Wild Blue Phlox - 216

▪ Polemonium reptans - Jacobs Ladder - 36

▪ Polygonatum biflorum - Solomon's Seal - 30

▪ Rudbeckia laciniata – Green-headed Coneflower - 54

▪ Sanguinaria canadensis - Bloodroot - 96

▪ Scrophularia lanceolata – Lanceleaf Figwort - 36

▪ Solidago flexicaulis - Zigzag Goldenrod - 36

▪ Symphyotrichum cordifolium – Heart-leaved Aster - 72

▪ Symphyotrichum shortii - Short's Aster - 36

▪ Thalictrum thalictroides – Rue Anemone - 54

▪ Trillium grandiflorum – Large-flowered Trillium - 20

▪ Trillium recurvatum – Prairie Trillium - 20

▪ Trillium luteum – Yellow Trillium - 36

▪ Trillium undulatum - Painted Trillium - 20

▪ Viola labradorica - American Dog Violet (Labrador Violet) - 96

The Friends of the Wild Flower Garden
P. O. Box 3793
Minneapolis MN 55403

Mission Statement
The purpose of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden is to protect, preserve, and promote the
interests of the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden and Bird Sanctuary as a sanctuary for native
flora and fauna of Minnesota, and to educate and inspire all people in relating to the natural
world. We strive to be an inclusive organization of people of all backgrounds, abilities, ages and
ethnicities. To accomplish this, we work with a variety of individuals and organizations with
common interests and vision.
We Believe that:
The Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden and Bird Sanctuary should be preserved for its
historical significance and its value as an environmental resource for the study and
appreciation of the flora and fauna of the Garden.
It is necessary to maintain a natural buffer zone around the Garden to protect its
ecological integrity and to preserve its value as a retreat for quiet contemplation and
observation of nature.
It is our role to support and encourage the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Broad in
maintaining and preserving the Garden.
Promotion and utilization of the Garden should be compatible with protecting it as a
sanctuary for flora and fauna and preserving the features of a natural environment.
The Friends must be an organization that prioritizes, supports, and invests in
diversity, inclusion and equity.
This revised Mission Statement was adopted on October 18, 2020.

Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc. www.friendsofeloisebutler.org. 101020

